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X HE illustrious subject of this Memoir, 
was, in the meridian of her life, the idol of 
the people : — ^When a Princess, the rectitude 
of her conduct, the fame of her accomplish- 
ments, and the suavity of her manners, raised 
her to the Throne of England : — When a 
Queen, her piety, her patronage of charitable 
institutions, and particularly her regard for 
His Majesty, * were themes of admiration t 
and when a Mother, her maternal affection 
could only be equalled by her conjugal love. 
After a reign of full fifty seven years, her 
Majesty seemed to outlive those people by 
whom she was thus idolized, and it must 
be acknowledged that her popularity consi- 
derably declined previous to her decease. 



IV PREFATORY REMARKS, 

It is the duty of a Biographer to adhere 
to facts, and not to " set down aught in 
malice" for the purpose of gratifying a capri- 
cious taste ; he should also ^^ nothing extenu- 
ater* for extravagant panegyric is as repre^Of i* 
ble as malicious invective. By a minute and 
impartial investigation of her late Majesty's 
life, we shall endeavour to ascertain the causes 
of the gradual declension of her popularity : 
the first, indeed, appears to be avarice (which 
is certainly unworthy of royalty,) but we shall 
leave the candid reader of this Memoir to 
judge whether her Majesty's attachment to 
wealth was 30 insatiable as reported, and if so, 
whether it was not the infirmity of old age, 
when the ordinary pleasures of life could no 
longer be enjoyed. Indeed, many are in- 
clined to think that some of her Majesty's 
good actions were for the sake of saving ex^ 
fences, and to this motive has even been 
ascribed the circumstance of her nursing her 
OWN CHIH)REN> for which she was then held 
out as a pattern to ali. mothers ! — By a re-^ 
view of her early days this laudable act must 
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be isoibed to its true source-Ha domestic dis-* 
position* 

The next cause wfts her Majesty's proliibi<» 
tion qf the PrinceSs of Wales from Courtt 
mud the last (which, being a recent one, dwells 
4iiost forcibly on the minds of the public) 
was her apparent neglect of her beloved 
grand-daughter, the Princess Charlotte. 
it being the general opinion that her Majesty's 
Journey to Bath, about the time of her Royal 
Highnesses accouchment (the .fatal termina- 
tion of which was so deeply and universally 
regretted) v^as ill-tiiiied, if not unfeeling : on 
this momentous point public curiosity shall 
be fully satisfied. 

The skilful artist who undertakes the like- 
ness of an individual, faithfully pourtrays all 
the defects as well as the beauties of the coun- 
tenance—the Biographer's picture should be 
equally accurate— he should delineate all the 
blemishes as well as the virtues of the deceased, 
'* and then let justice weigh the scale." Be 
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it observed, that the Great are more subject 
to the shafts of criticism than the humble--' 
what are deemed trifling motes in the latter* 
are frequently magnified to beams in the for- 
mer: and be it also remembered that a Queen^ 

is but — a Woman the great Elizabeth was 

not immaculate ; and " setting Nature's com* 
mon frailties aside'* Queen Charlotte's reigir 
has been long and prosperous. 




ME M O I E S, 



JljIeR Serene Highness Sophia Charlotte oF 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, the late Queen of England, 
was born May 16, 0. S. (May 19) 1744. The 
country of Mecklenburg, wliich is about one 
hundred and twenty miles in length, and thirty in 
breadth, is bounded on the North by the Baltic 
Sea; by Brandenburg on the east j' by Lunen- 
burg, and Brandenburg on .the south, and by Hol- 
stein on the west. Its ancient inhabitants were 
the famous Vandals, who made so great a bustle 
in Europe that, at length, they had their kingdom 
reduced to this duchy, by the Knights of the Teu- 
tonic Order, the Poles, and the Brandenburgers. 
They formed it into a powerful kingdom, and pre- 
served its title and dignity till 1163, when the 
title of the King of the Vandals was extinguished^ 
and that of the Prince of Mecklenburg substituted 
in its stead. However, in 1340, the Prince of 
Mepklenburgi as he was called^ was created a 
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Duke, and made a Prince of the Empire. The 
ladies of Mecklenburg had been long famous for 
their patriotism. In the year 1395, in order to 
support their Duke Albert's pretensions to the 
crown of Sweden, and to redeem him when he 
was taken prisoner, they gave up all their jewels 
to the public, for which they afterwards received 
great emoluments and privileges, particularly the 
right of succession in fiefs, which had before been 
appropriated to male» only. 

The branch of Strelitz is the second bi*anch of 
the house of Mecklenburg, whose duke was one of 
the secular princes of the empire, who took his seat 
in the diet of Ratzelburg. It is the head of a 
small but sovereign state in the north-west of 
Germany, and vt^as anciently divided into several 
independent states. The dukes, who were made 
governors of those provinces, claimed a right to 
sovereignty. Her Serene Highness was the 
youngest daughter of Charles Lewis, brother to 
Frederick, the third Duke of Mecklenburg. Her 
father, though in the immediate line of inheritance, 
as his brother^ the reigning duke, had no issue, 
and was unmarried, did not succeed to the princi- 
pality J he died before his brother, and thus, upon 
the death of Frederick, the succession devolved 
npon his nephew, Adolphus Frederick the Fourth, 
brother to Sophia Charlotte. He was born May 4, 
1738, and had another sister, Christina Sophia 
Albertiua, born Dec. 6^ 1735, and three brothers, 
Charles Lewis Frederick, (who, in 1761, was a 
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tieutenant-colonel in the Hanoverran foot guards,) 
born Dee. 10, 1741, Ernest Gottldb Atbert, bom 
Aug. 27, 1742, and George Augastns, bom Aug. *, 
1748. The mother of this tllustrions family, who 
died a little before Qneen Charlotte's marriage, 
was the Princess Albertina Elizabeth, bora Ang. 3, 
1713, the daughter of Ernest Frederick, duke of 
Saxe^Hildbufghausen. The annual revenue of the 
Duke of Strelitsthen amounted to 15,0007. besides 
his domain . The country is fruitful but unhealthy, 
and excessively cold in winter. 

Her Serene Highness had aKberal education; 
for Germany boasted then, as it does now, of 
several literary characters. She was particularly ^ 
fond of Natunl History, Botany, &c. and became 
a- great proficient in Music. She made an eafljr 
progress in the French, Italian, and English lan- 
guages; but her chief delight was needle-work. 
It ought to be observed, that the princesses of these 
provinces were not above domestic duties, and 
Princess Chariotte never seemed so happy, as when 
engaged in household affairs ; she was particularly 
economical and industrious, and these qualities, it 
seems, the splendour of a court could not extir- 
pate. 

Having followed Her Serene Highness thus 
far, it will now be proper for us to give a review 
of the circumstances which caused her happy union 
with His Majesty. 

On the accession of George III. to the throne, 
it was coneeiyed an object of state policy, that 

B 
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a suitable marriage should take place with all the 
expedition ^hich the importance and nature of the 
matter would admit of. 

It was at this time well known that His Majesty 
had a particular attachment to Lady Sarah Lenox, 
sister to the Duke^ of Richmond. This passion, 
it. was likewise acknowledged originated witk 
Mr. Fox, afterwards Lord Holland, but it only 
served to hasten the designs of the Princess Dow* 
ager of Wales and the Earl of Bute to bring about 
the Royal Marriage. It was generally believed that 
the Princess Dowager wished to introduce a niece 
of her own, or some Princess of the family of Saxe 
Gotha, but this wish was over-ruled by the Cabinet 
from a belief that the house of Saxe Gotha was 
afflicted with a constitutional disease. In conse- 
quence of this, it was confidently asserted that 
Lord Bute deputed Colonel Grseme to visit the 
German states, and select a Princess worthy of 
being the future Queen of England. His instriic* 
tions on this important mission were, that she should 
be perfect in her form, of a pure blood, and 
healthy constitution, possessed pf elegant accom-^ 
plishments, particularly mUsic, (to which the King 
was extremely partial,) and of a mild and oblig- 
ing disposition. 

The final detern^ination of his Majesty was, in 
all probability, very much aceelerated by a 
perusal of her letter to the King of Prussia, which 
contained a more faithful delineation of her cba* 
aracter than any observer could describe, or painter 
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p4iirtray. It has been doubted Dirfaether this letter 
was the production of Her Serene Highness, oi^ 
aecounl of her youth, but notwithstanding* it has 
BO dat6, it bears her name, and it should also be 
recollected that the war in Germany Was^ continued 
when George IH. came to the throne, for which 
the young King gave th^ following reasons in his; 
first speech to Parliament : 

*' In Germany, where the whole French force 
has been employed, the combined army, under tha 
wise and able conduct of my General, Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, has not only stopped their pro-* 
gress, but has gained advantages over them, not-* 
withstanding their boasted superiority, and their 
not having hitherto come to a general engagement. 

*' My good brother and ally the king of Prussia, 
although surrounded with numerous armies of 
enemies, has, with a magnanimity and perseverance 
almost beyond example, not only withstood their 
various attacks, but has obtained very considerable 
Tictories over them." 

Her Serene Highness Princess Charlotte, alarmed 
at the entrance of the King of Prussia into hei* 
cousin's territories, addressed to that monarch, the 
letter before alluded to, of which the following is a 
copy : 

<< May it please your Majesty, 

" I, am at a loss whether I should congratulate or 

condole with you on your late victory ; since the 

same success that has covered you with laarels, has 

overspread the country of Mecklenburg with deSo- 

b2 
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lation. I know, Sire, that it ieenis unbeoomio^ 
my sex, in thi» age of vicious refinement, to fert 
for one's country, to lament the horrors of war, or 
wish for the return of peace. I know you may 
think it more properly my province to study the 
arts of pleasing, or to turn my thoughts to subjects 
of a more domestic nature j but however unbecoming 
it may be in me, I cannot resist the desire of kiteiv 
ceding for this unhappy people. 

** It was but a very few years ago, that this ter^ 
ritory wore the most pleasing appearahce. The 
country was cultivated ; the peasant looked cheer* 
ful ; and the towns abounded with riches and fe»* 
tivity* What an alteration at present from such a 
charming scene ! I am not expert at description, nor 
can my fancy add any horrors to the picture.: but 
lure even conquerors themselves would weep at the 
hideous prospect now before me. The whole 
country, my dear country, lies one friglrtful waste^ 
presenting only objecti^ to excite terror, pity^ ismd 
despair ! The business of the husbandman and the 
Ifhepherd is quite discontinued^: the husbandman 
and the shepherd are become soldiers themselveSf 
and help to ravage the soil they formerly occupied* 
The towns are inhabited only by old men, Womien, 
and children ; perhaps here and there a warrior, by 
wounds or loss of limbs rendered unfit for service, 
left at his door ; his little children hang round him, 
ask an history of every wound, and grow themselves 
soldiers before they find strength for the field. 

*^ But this were nothing, did we not feel the 



aUernate iDSolence of either army as it happens to 
advance or retreat. It is impossible to express the 
confusion, which even those, who call themselves 
oar friends^ create. Even those» from whom we 
might expect redress, oppress us with new ca« 
lamities« From your justice therefore it is that we 
bope relief: to you even children and women may 
complain, whose humanity stoops to the meanest 
petition, and whose power is capable of repressing 

the greatest iiyustice. 

" i am, Sire, &c. 

Astonished at, and delighted with, the good 
nense and patriotism of so young a Princess, the 
King of Prussia immediately transmitted the letter 
to his ally George IIL, and the young King being 
equally pleased with the language of the fair writer^ 
privately employed some persons, in whom he 
coidd confide, (particularly Colonel Graeme, be^* 
fore mentioned) to ascertain whether the manners 
ef this princess corresponded with her sentiments. 
It has been asserted that the Colonel foand the 
reigning Princess of Strelitz taking the waters 
at Pyrmont, accompanied by her two daughters, 
with little or no appearance of parade, and wherep 
from the freedom ^communication usual at those 
places, and the ready means of observation^ it was 
no difficult matter to become fully acquainted with 
their characters, and daily habits. Their Serene 
Highnesses frequented the rooms, the walks, and 
partook of the amusements, without any distinction 
that could prevent Colonel Griemo from being 
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an unsuspected attendant on their parties. Having* 
made favourable reports to His Majesty of her 
Serene Highnesses amiable disposition and accom- 
plishments, the king contemplated with pleasure 
her portrait, which was purposely executed by an 
eminent artist, and instantly resolved to make a 
formal demand of the original in marriage. ^ As his 
Majesty could not espouse a Roman Catholic, he 
was prevented from intermarrying into any of the 
great families of Europe, and on the 8th of July 
he made the following declaration of his sentiments 
lit a very full meeting of the privy council. 

*' Having nothing so much at heart as to procure 
the welfare and happiness of my people, and to 
render the same stable and permanent to posterity, 
I have, ever since my accession to the throne, 
turned my thoughts towards the choice of a princess 
for my consort ; and I now, with great satisfaction, 
acquaint you, that after the fullest information, and 
mature deliberation, I am come to a resolution to 
demand in marriage the princess Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, a princess distinguished by 
every eminent virtue and amiable endowment, 
whose illustrious line has constantly shewn tbd 
firmest zeal for the proi^estant religion, and a parti* 
cular attachment to my family. 

" I have judged proper to communicate to you 
these my intentions, in order that you may be fully 
apprised of a matter so highly important to me, and 
tb my kingdoms, and which, I persuade myself, will 
be most acceptable to all my loving subject^'' 
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The council were im) pleased with his Majesty's 
declaration that they unanimously requested it 
might be made public. Proper steps were then 
taken for the accomplishment of his majesty's 
wishes. The earl of Harcourt was fixed upon to go 
out iEis ambassador plenipotentiary, to make the de- 
mand of her Serene Hjghness ; the duchesses of 
Ancaster and Hamilton, and the countess of Effing* 
ham, three of the finest women of the British 
court, were appointed ladies of the bed-chamber to 
take care. of her person; and the Carolina yacht, 
being newly named the Charlotte, was got in readi- 
Hiess to convey her to England, under convoy of a 
squadron cojmmanded by Lprd Anson. 

Tlie fleet put to sea the eighth qf August ; and on 
the fourteenth, Lord Harcourt and the other lords 
and ladies sent on this embassy arrived at Strelitz. 
On Loi*d Harcourt's introduction the next morn- 
ing to her Serene Highness, she was at needle- 
worjk ; but by no means ashamed of her industry, 
for she still retained it in her hand, and yet re- 
ceived his lordship with extreme courtesy. It has 
been asserted that she was darning a pair of stock- 
ings, which is not improbable when we consider 
the then distracted state of her country, and her 
attachment to domestic duties. The ceremony of 
asking her Serene Highness in marriage for the 
Ring of England was now performed, the con- 
tract signed, and the noble lord having been 
proxy for his Majesty, the marriage was cele- 
brated; after which she was complimented by the 
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states of the country and the deputies of the toxt^s. 
The ambassador and his suite were magnificently 
entertained ; and the event was celebrated with the 
most splendid rejoicings^ 

On the seventeenth the prineesSy aeconvpanied 
by the reigning duke her brother, set out with «all 
her attendants for Mirow, and proceeded to Vw^ 
leberg, where she was complimented by the Count 
de Gotter, in the name of his Prussian majesty. 
From thence she continued her jouriiey to Leutzeit 
and Ghorde ; and on the twenty second arrived at 
Stade, under a general discharge of cannon^ and' 
amidst the acclamations of a vast number of people^ 
The streets, through which she passed, were lined 
with the burgesses under arms ; some of the princi- 
pal ladies of the place presented her with verses on 
her approaching nuptials ; the town was illuminated 
at night ; and several triumpha) arches were erect* 
ed, on which were placed many small lamps and 
inscriptions analogous to the occasion. Next day 
she embarked in the yacht at Cuxhaven^ where she 
was saluted by the whole squadron destined for her 
convoy. The ships were ranged on each side of 
the yacht. The moment she entered her cabin, 
she saluted the officers of the different ships, who 
had crowded the decks in order to have the pleasure 
of seeing her, and were all charmed with her affa- 
ble and polite behaviour On the 28th the fleet 
poit to sea, but as no dispatches were received from 
it, from that time till its arrival at Harwich, the 
Court was in soipe concern lest the tedioasness of 



ImbT ^ay^e img^t effect the health of ftei" fifigli. 
4(kew; beiifdeNi tlie day fibred for the corotiation ot 
His MajesCyi by a prodamation, was dfawifkgf 
seaVy and hfs Majesty was desifOas thai the C€r^ 
nwtiy of the mfptiah mi^ht precede that 6f thd 
earonatiotii so that fresh mstracitioTis, H is said^ Wefd 
dispsftched to Lord Amon to sati at all events, and 
land his charge at any of the ports of Great Bri- 
tain where it cotild be done with safety. At length, 
aifter three different storms^ and being often in sight 
of the Snglisfa coast, and in danger of being driveti 
on that of Norway, Hier Serene Highness arrived 
Hi Harwich on the sixth of September. She did 
not appear the least affected by the tedioust^ess of 
her passage : ott th^ contrary, she cotitintred all the 
time in good health and spirrts, and frecjaentty 
piayeidon the harpsichord, practising English tunes 
for the parpose of gratifying the taste of her n6w 
Mbjects. It beiivg night when the ffeet arrived at 
Harwich, she s/fept on board, and( remaiiled ttiet6 
till three in the afternoon next day, during tchich' 
time her route wa» settled, and rnstructrotis Wer6 
received as to heif manner of proceeding to St. 
James's. 

As soon as her Serene Highness landed, she ^a5^ 
gttet by the Mayor and Aldermen of the town, who 
were eager to testify their joy and respect, Sh^ 
set off thence by the way of Colchester to Witham, 
where she arrived at a ^wart^^ p^s* ''^ven in the 
evenkig, a^ndstcflped at the Earl of Abcrcorn*s, who 
liad provided for her as elegant an entertainment as 

G 
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the tioie would admit. Dunng supper, the ddo# 
of the room was ordered to stand open, that everyi 
body might have the pleasure of seeing her high-^ 
ness. She slept that night at his lordship's house^ 
and the following day about noon she came to Rum-t 
ford, where she found the king's coaches ready ta 
receive her and her attendants, with a party of the 
horseTguards, to conduct her to London. On the 
road, she behaved in the most courteous manner to a 
continual succession of spectators^ placing lierself se 
^ to aflFord them the fullest View, and politely bowing 
in return to their joyful acclamations. As soon as 
the carriages reached Mile-end, they turned off t& . 
Hackney turnpike ; then passing by Shoreditch 
church and across Islington,^ they pi'oceeded alon^ 
the new road into Hyde-park, and down Constitut 
tion hill to the garden gate of St. James's palace^ 
where her highness was handed out of the coach 
by the Duke of Devonshire, in quality, of lord 
chamberlain. At the gate, she was received by 
the Duke of York ; and in the garden she was met 
by the king himself, who in a very affectionate man-- 
ner raised her up by the hand, which he kissed, as 
she was going to pay her obeisance, and then led 
her up stairs into the palace, where she dined with 
his Majesty, the princess dowager, and the rest of 
the royal family. At nine o'clock in the evening 
of the eighth of September the nuptial ceremony 
was performed by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
in the royal chapel, wbich h*d .bew niagnifioien%v 
decorated for the purpose. Besides the royal 
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ftoniiy, all the great officers of state, the foreign 
HiinisteFSy • and a considerable number of the no- 
bility, were present at the jservice, the conclusion of 
which was announced to the people by the dis- 
charge of the artillery in the Park and at the Tower. 
The cities of London and Westminster were illu- 
minated in honour of the auspicious event. The 
levee next day to compliment their Majesties was 
the most numerous and brilliant that had ever been 
seen in this country : addresses of felicitation poured 
in from all parts ^f the British dominions; and the 
whole kingdom, as w^eill as the court, exhibited 
for somie time nothing but scenes of splendor and 
festivity. 

The following was the address of the Lord- 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council of the 
City of London, to his Majesty on the occasfion : * 

** Be pleased, most gracious Sovereign, to ac- 
eept the cordial and respectful congratulations of 
your Majesty's ever dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and CDmmons of the City 
<^f London, in Common Conncil assembled, on the 
^lemnization of your Majesty's most auspicious 
nuptials. 

*< Warmly interested, from every motive of gra- 
titude, as well as duty, in whatever can affect your 
royal inind, we enjoy the highest satisfaction in 
the completion of our wishes, by your Majesty V 
happy union with a Princess of the most exalted 
iperit; a Princess, who, by her descent from ah^ 
iUjjstcious lineage, (respectable for their firm and 

C2 
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^(mitont ;;^1 for tb^ prote^twt raUgion» ind dntr 
tp us for ikeiT I^u?f;^cuiar attoqbmQnt to y<Mir ]Iat> 
jetty's rpyal hoiise) ape} above aU by her (mnjm§t 
@oiipen|b virtueis and amiable endawmenls, waa 
niQ^t worthy tQ engage your M^jerty'^ orteem 
and affec^ioni aqd to shwe the honour of ^ha 
Priti'^h crown. 

^^ Wp adore the diTUie goodoess, that, aa in all 
your ]!i(lajf aty'p oth^i> conduct, so more pai'tMsulariy 
ip, ^. choice of the higb^t importance to your 
Majesty, and te your kingdoma, has so yisibljr 
guided and ip^pired your rqyal breast A choioa,^ 
}f^ whi^h we th!Mikfuliy a^tkuQwledge the strongeM^ 
and most acceptable proof of your Majesty'tii patflr«s 
nal attention to improve the happiqes^ and Kecurit; 
of your people, and to r^nde? the i^am^ atab^ aivl 
permanent to posterity. ■, 

** May the $apae providence lon^ prefu^rve your 
Majesty ^nd your royal cwsiortf, to enjoy ^ 
fru}ts of this blessed marriage ip an unioteffuptoA 
courpe of conjupl felicity, and in a nupneroua ^^ 
spring, resfimbJing th^ir musjtrio¥a parool^fc ift 
ey^ry publiQ as vi?eU %^ private virtue. And W«y 
the imperial crown of these realms be worn ^\ih 
undiminished ]ustre by their (^escoudwt^ ^iU time 
shall be no iiior^,'* 

^0 ^W. Addrf^ hi»M$vies<^ r^umedtiie foUofTr 
ipgan^^Vei?} 

^* I th?»H, ym. iwst heartily for y©up diitifi^ apdl 
^ptjionAllfi ad4ref»», Thia fr(^ mark of yoHV 
»M%ch[mf ^^ tf^ wy pef aoBi^ and pwrlieiilMrly ti^ 



wMtQ sentiments of joy and satisfaction tvliicHyoa 
express on ike happy choice I have made of a 
^een ht my consod;, are most pkamng to me* 
The eity of Lohdon may always depend oniay 
unceasing care for their welfere and prosperity/^ 

The following was the Address of the Lord* 
Mayor, &c. to her Majesty. 
'* Most gracious Qaeen. 

^ We^ his Majerty^s ever dtitiful aid Wyal snik 
jects, the Iiord Mayoi*, Aldermen, amd Commoiui 
of the City of London, in Common GoUTicHl assem- 
bled, bumhly beg leave to express, in yoqr royal 
presence^ the exceeding great joy we^ feel at ybiir 
Majesty's safe arrival, so ardently wished Ant, and 
HO impatiently expected ; and at the same time to 
congratulate your Majesty's most happy nuptials 
with a monarch, whose e^rly wisdom* ibrtitnde, 
and piety, add lustre to the diadem he vv^ears, and 
render him the darling, as well as fattier, of his 
people. 

'* We do, with the honest warmth and sincerity 
which characterize the British nation, humbly 
assure your Majesty, that as the many virtues and 
amiable endowments which your Majesty pojsseseiea 
in so eminent 4 decree, cannot lail to bless our 
beloved Sovereign with every dosaestic happiness ^ 
so will they emr endear yonr Majesty to a people, 
not more distingnished for their love of Kberty «nd 
country, than for their inviolable loyalty and gra- 
titude to those princes from whom tlxey derive prp- 
l^ction and prosperity, ' 
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, ^* Long may your Majesty live to share the felf*- 
city you are formed to inspire. And may yQur 
Majesty prove the happy mother of a race of 
princes, to transmit the glories of this distinguished 
reign^ to the latest of our posterity." 

^ ^ To this Address her Majesty returned the follow- 
ing answer : . 

" I thank you for your kind congratulations, so 
foil of duty to the King and affection to me. My 
warmest wishes will ever attend this great city." 

Her Majesty was addressed by many of the 
poets of the day ; particularly by Thomas Warton^ 
M. A. Fellow of Trinity College and Professor 
^ Poetry, in the following lines : 

When first the kingdom, to tby virtues due. 
Rose from the billowy deep in distant view : 
When Albion^s isles, old Ocean*s peerless pride, 
iTowerM in imperial state above the tide ; 

' What bright ideas- of the new domain 
Form*d the fair prospect of thy promised reign : 

, ,And well with conscious pride thy breast might beat. 
That Albion was ord^in'd tby regal seat. 
XiO ! this the land where freedom's sacred rage 
Has glowed unstained through many a martial age. 
Here patriot Alfred, stainM with Danish blood 
RearM on one base the king's, the' people's good ; 

. Here Henry's archers fnuned the stubborn bow 
That laid Alonzo's haughty helmet low; 
Here waked the flame that still superior braves 
The proudest threats of Gaul's ambitious slaveeu 
He^re chivalry, stern school of valour old, 
Her noblest feats of Knightly fame enroU'd i 
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Heroic chfimpions heard the clarion*« call, 

And.throng'd the board in Edward's baDner^d hall; 

While chiefs like George, approved in worth alona^ 

Unlocked chaste beauty's adamantine zone. 

Lo ! the famed isle which hails thy chosen sway. 

What fertile fields her temperate sons display ! 

Where property secures the conscious swain. 

And guards, while plenty givek, the golden grain ; 

Hence ripe with stores her Tillages abound. 

Her airy downs with scattered sheep resound ; 

Fresh are her pastures with unceasing rills, 

And future navies crown her darksome bills. 

To bear her formidable glory far, 

Behold her opulence of hoarded war ! . • 

See, from her ports a thousand banners stream. 

On eviery coast her vengeful lightnings gleam. 

Meantime, remote from ruin's armed hand, 

In peaceful majesty her cities stand ; 

Whose splendid domes and tradeful streets declare 

Their firmest post — a King's parental care. 

And oh ! blest Queen, if, ere the magic pow'rs 
Of warbled truth have won thy musing hours. 
Here poesy, from awful days of yore. 
Has pour'd her genuine gifts of raptured lore. 

. Mid oaken bow'rs, with holy verdure wreath' d. 
In druid songs her solemn spirit breath'd : ^ 

While cunning bards, at ancient banquets, sung 
Of painim fo^ defied, ^nd trophies hung : 
Here Spencer tuned his mystic minstrelsy. 
And dress'd in fairy robes a Queen like thee. 
•Here, boldly mark'd with every living hue. 
Nature's unbounded portrait Shakespeare drew ; 
But chief, the dreadful group of human woes 
The daring artist's tragic pencil chose ; 
Explored the pangs tlmt rend the royal breast, 
Those wpuuds.that lurk beneath the tissued vest 



Lo ! this the hud where MHton^ imwe of ite 

Hig^h soarM to steal firoiD Heav'n a seraph's Ifhf^ 

And told the golden ties of wedded lore 

In sacred Eden*s amftranthiae groTe. 

Thine too, majestie bride, the favored elime 

Where scienee stts ensfarinM in rsofe snUioii^* 

O mark bow green her wood of aneient bajs * 

0*er IsiB* marge in many a chaplet strays ; 

Thither, if haply soirie distinguish'd flowV 

Of these mix'd blooms from that ambrosial bowV 

Might catch thy glance, and, rich in Natare^s* hiio, 

Entwine thy diadem with hoHoar doe : 

If seemly gifts the train of Pbcehiis pay 

1^0 deck imperial Hymen's festive day ; 

Thither thyself shalt has4e and mildly de^a* 

To tread with nymph-like step the conscioas plam; 

Pleas'd in the Muse's nook, with decent pride^ 

To throw the sceptred pall of state aside'; 

Nor from theshade shall George be long away, 

Which charnns CRARXodTA's tore ami courts her stay. 

'fhese are Britanfnia*s praises. Deign to traee^ 
With soft reflection Freedom^s ikyoarite race. 
But tho' the generous isle in arts and araos 
Thus stands supreme, in Nature's choicest eharaas'; 
Tho' George and Conquest guard her sea^-gift throne. 
One happier blessii^ still she calt^ her oww; 
And, proud a fresh increase of feme to yiew. 
Crowns aH her glory by possessing you." 

The then poet-Iaureat, William Whitehead, con- 
cluded his first 04e for his Majesty's Birth^foy, 
(17C2) with the folkwing ver^e: 

Oh ! goddess of connubial loye. 
Thou sisteiT and thoa wife of Jo?e, 
To thee^the suppliant ypice w^ raise ! 
We]|name not months, we name not ds^s, 



The whek |i»oIifl« j€$r ir tbloe^ 
iAieoordkiBt id the Iremblittg slrkis», 
Ilarky tlic general chorus swells ; 
From every heart it sprkigs^ 
On every tbngue it dwells. 

Goddess of connubial love. 
Sister thou and wife of Jove^ 
Bid the genial powers that glide 
On dsther*s idl-pef vading tide^ 

Or from the febnt of Itfi^ that 1at^eam^ 

Iritlttgting with the sdar hettHiy 

Bid then hfere, at Yirtne^a sbriue^ 

In chastest haads ot union join. 
Till many a GEoacE and many a Charlotte prove. 
ilow much to Thee we owe, qaeen of connubial love! 

• On the twenty-^second of September, another cere«* 
tnony succeeded the royal nuptials, which affordjfid 
greatier room for the display of loyalty and> mag- 
UfAceiice. A ptodatnation bad been isstitHl in 
Jufy, appointing the twenty-second of ^ptember 
Ibr the king's coronation ; and a similar notice waft 
MW pnbKirfied ift the gazette, declaring it to bo his 
3ltttj«sty*s intention th^ the queen sfeonldbo ei^owtied 
At 4ho teme time. A commiMion had atso pi^ftsed 
Utt great seal, oonslitnting a court to decide the 
)[>fetieMions of strch people as laid daiiA to difl^rent 
MRftces and privtlegrs npon thdt oecMion. 

Thin teremony was absoldtely necessary, an the 
tetKifes of sundry manors, and the enjoyment of 
Certain tigfits and inheritances, depended on the 
perfbrmittite of particalar services at thecoronatioi). 
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This splendid scene took place at Westminster 
Hall, which was prepared for the occasion, by re- 
moving the coarts of jndicatfire, boarding the floor, 
erecting canopies, and building three rows of gal- 
leries for the accommodation of spectators. A plat- 
form was also raised and extended from the upper 
end of the hall, where the procession was to be- 
gin, round to the west door of the Abbey, in the 
choir of which the ceremony was; to be perforpied. 
An the houses and streets within view of the plat- 
form were linectwitb benches and; scaffolding, the 
security and convenience. of which were^^ntrefully 
examined by the board of works. Every other 
precaution was in like manner used to guard against 
accidents from (ire, and to prevent the too frequent 
consequences of boundless curiosity and tumultuous 

joy- . 

About nine o'clock in the morning their majes- 
ties and the princess dowager went from St. James's 
through the park in chairs, and their attendants in 
i^oaches, to Westminster-hall. The king retired 
into the court of wards, and the queen into th« 
black rod's roomi where they continued until the 
officers of arms ranged the processipn into ordeiv 
Their majesties then taking their seats at the upper 
end of the hall, the four swords and spears were 
presented according to form, and laid upon the tajbl^ 
before the king. The bible and the regali^ were 
next brought from the Abbey l>y the deafi an4 
prebendaries; a^d after being laid before their 
majesties, were delivered by the king's comoiao^ 
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toi ihe lords entitled to be the bearers of tbem. At 

dleveh d'clock the procession began in the foUowinf 

order : 

THE PROCESSION. 
The kiagfs kerb-womaq* followed by six maids^ strewing the wajr 
.1 with sweet herbs. 

The dean's beadle of Westminster^ with his staff. 
^ The high constable of Westminster^ with his staff, in a scarlet 

jdoak^ 
'A fife. 
!F6tirdru«is. 
: The drum-major. 
Bight tmmpats. t 
A kettle^dnmi. 
' ' Eieht trumpets. 

The sepeant trumpeter. 
The m% clerks in ehancery, in gowas of bhck flowered «allin> with 
black silk loops,, and tufts upon the sleeves. 
The closet keeper of the chapel royal. , 

The king's chaplains, four-a-breast. 
' The two sheri^ of London. 
Thirteen aldermen of Lefldon below the chair, in their scariel go WAS. 
The recorder of London. 
The aldermen above the chair, wearing their gold diaius^ 
Eleven masters in chancery, in rich gowns. 
The king's three younger seijeants at law, in scarlet gowns, their 
caps ill tlieir hahds. < 

The ki^g^s attofttey general (Charles Pratt^ Esq.) 
The king's ancient Serjeant /David Poole, Esq.) 
Gentlemen of the pnvy chamber. 
Barons of the Exchequer, and jastkes of both benches, in their 
scarlet robes, with their caps ia their hands, 
the juniors "first, two and two. 
Chief baron of the exchequer, in his scarlet, robe, with the collar 
ofSS^ofgold. 
Children of the choir of Westminster, in anrplices. 
Serjeant of the* vestry — Serjeant porter — ^in scarlet gowns. 
Children of the ehapel royal, in surplices, with scarlet mantles ' 
over them. 
Choir of Westminster, in surplices, with their music books. 
The organ-blower. The groom of the vestry. 

Gentlemen of l^e chapel royal, vi scarlet mantles. 
The snb-dean of the chapel royal, in ft scarlet gown turned up 

« ^Ifa Mack velvet. 

Prebendaries of Westminster, in surplices end copes, with their 

' t^ ■ caps in their hands. 

The raai^r of the jeirel«hoose, witli o|ie of bin officers, hQth ij| 

scarlet. 

I>2 
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9ath lung 'of mips, io bis Imbit of Abe OQJ^ri w4 SVfylM I'lf 

coronet in his liand. 

ISLiMs^fts ^ tlie BnAii, miw the Jle|^M «f pdoi^ 'in A^ Jull JmMIh 

and collars of their order, two and two^ carry ing 

their caps and feathers in their hands. * 

Pursuivant at anus, planch Lyon, 

Privy councillors, not peers, amongst t^tem ihe master o^ilie roAs. 

Hi« majesty ^s vice-chamberlain (William Finch, Esq.) 

fteng^ Croix. {Forsuivaiits at arms.] Roii^j^Q Ar^f;^ 

Baronesses in their state robea, their coronets in their hantk. 

BaroQs in their state robem Itbeir coronets in their hands. 

Blue mantle. {Hmld<| Pdrtcnllis. 

Bishops in their rochets, Aheir •qmace caps in their bands 

Arundel herald, with his m^-^i j^n Rlanch Couraier, with his 

coat and collar of S S. l«^^^^^«4 ; collar of SS, gold chain. 

and biMi^c. 
Viscountesses in their state robes, tl)eiri<iQ|ronet8 in their hands. 
Viaoowits in their slate rahes, 4heir ^praMla iff Mieir ^MlAif 
Brunswick heraM, i« his . r.-,^^^, «uk u:- -.-.•# 

coat. «.llar. gold *«„. [a^WaJ «-»«^ iJ- ««* 
and badge. 
Countesses in tlicir elate robiw, their eoronots in their bands. 
<Serl^ «xoept«seh as oHrried any ef jbhe nsplij^ 4^ iMmn^ fM* 
robes, itlieir eqroecls in ih0r hands, 
f^he lord steWd iof the .bottseboW being M '€»M> 
Windsor in 'bis eoat and ffjcraldsl ^^^ ^^ '^^ ^^^ ^°^ 
-cdJar. »• 'I <>pl)ar* 

Marchionesses in their atate. robes, Abair -coroheta in their hands. 

Mar^uiBsas iiiftfaeir staterobsa, lb«irefMaaiita in lihieiriliauds. 

Richmond 4a hi8«eataiNl Tifgr^Lidei '^kiater .in hip. coat and 

collar *■ -J collar. 

Duohesses in Abcir siste rebea, Ihw j^Qf^imtiM^ tJkir<{i9^H^. 

Dukes in ibeir staAc vebes, itfaeir cioronel^ jp tl»^i^ ^ands. 
The lord chamheslain.of «lie bon«iehfdll.(D«ke of Devonabtre) 

lABovincial Icings ^tamaa* 
Ulster, with his ClarencieivK, with Norroy, with bis 
coat,.eiAfar,«Qd hie«oat> eeHiireiMl jcMi^ -oatlKr and 
' bad^, ihis core- jbadfQe,;hi«e«roiiet bfMtge* fbi# ceni- 
«6t in fads ^land. «i ii^ .hand. net >iri IM»fbwd, 

Lord privy seal (earl Temfde) imd president (earl Grenville) 
in his estate nobeis, his cerooet in bis aMe ifob^, l^ifi ff^oco|iet 
in his.band. in his.bMd. 

Lord chancellor l^lovd iHenley;} .in»bi3 state rahfi«, ili4)«tronet in 

Aiisiiand, bianngAlie.pniise- 
Lord Archbishop of Cantterfaoiiy;(Dr. Thonas Seeker) in hia rochet^ 

with lUs .nap jn ^HB band. 
Two gentlemen of the priffy .chskHberi(8ir':9i^illiam Breton and Sir 
Thomas ai^bmoo, Bart.) in.eirimaaB ««|yet JOftntlMrlffMii mH^ 
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y^i^ mP^^^ ^ &ce4 with piinivpr ppwderc^ with er|pff« 
their hats in ^heir hands^ representing; the dukes of 

49uit;|in^ . Normandy 

The queeu's yl^e-chamberlain {L9rd yicppnt Cantalupe) 

Two gentlemen ushers. 



[The queeiri> re- ^ 

§:alia.] 
Tlve ivory . rod 
\vilh tbe dove 
borne by Uie earl 
of Northampton 
ii^ his st^e robes. 

'if," 



« 



If ^ 
11* 

Bjshqp of 

I^orwicbu 

oominated 

ApIiQUdon. 



The jqueeq^s Jord chanjr 
berlaiip (duke of Man- 
chester] jn his robes, 
with his coroi^et and staQ* 
in his h&Q^* 

The queen^s crown, 
borne by the duke o^ 
Boliou^ in his state 
robes. 



[The queen's re- 

faliaj 
cept/ewith 
the cross borne 
Ji>y the duke of 
Rutland in bis 
state robes. 
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yhettF^EN, ^i^iopof 

.in iher royal rpbes (on her he^id J^incoljn 
» circlet of go\i .scorned with 
jewels) ^oii^g under a canopy 
of cjoth of gpid, .borne by six- 
teen b^roQ? of i^he cinque ports; 
her train supported ^y her royal 
. highness Jtive princess Augusta 
in her #t;aie roJ^ies« assisted |)y 
iiixx^rjs' daugh^terjB. 

JLa^y Mar^r Orey, Lady Selina Hasting, 

Lady Eli2. Montague^ Jjady Heneage Findb, 

Tja^ Jane Steuart, Lady Mary Douglas: 

Priac^s's coronet^ bocne by 4b^ marqi»is of Camaryon. 

Duchess of Aucestar , iiiistresa of ^tlie robes. 

Two women of b^ majesty^s bed-cbamberl 

[The.king'-aMgMia.J 

Vhe golden spun. The sceptre with the 
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91. Edward's nUiff, 
b^eliy the ^uke 
of Kingston in his 
robes. 
The third swOrd, 
bonte by the earl 
of Sutlierland in 
his robes. 
Usher of the green rod. 



borne hj the earl 
of Sussex in his 
robes. 
Curtana, 'borne 4)y 

the earl of Lincoln 

in his robes. 



Lord li(ayor 

of London (Sir 

M»t.Blaek« 

jstoD) in bis 

4(own»>o0llar, 

And jaiiel, 

^eariiig«thedGtt|f maoe. 



»Lyon king of arms 
of Scotland, (John 
Canmbell Hook« 
JBiMiO<^nyil>sbis 
croijwn in.bisJmnd. 



cross, l^orne by 4he 
dnke of Marlborougk 
in his robes. 
4%e second sword, 
borne by 4ke^ 
of Su^lk in hi* 
robes. 
Usher of ihe white rod. 
Garter prin-> •Gentleman 
cipal king of Usher ofUift 



arms, (Ste. 

Mart. Leake 
£sq.} his 
.crown in J)is 
hand. 



•bladk rod, 
(Sir Septi- 
mus fi.(xUii\'^ 

»Ui*.Wd. 
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The lord great chamberlaia of England^ (the duke of Anctoter) in 

bis state robes, his coronet and white sta(F in Ills hands. 
His royal highness the duke of Cumberland in his state robes^ and 

coronet in his hand, followed by his train-bearer. 
Ilis royal highness the duke of York in his state robes, and co- 
ronet in his hand, followed by his train bearer. 
Earl Marshal (the The sword Lord hi«|:h con- High conata* 



earl of EfBngharo) 
in his robes, with 
his coronet and 
earl marshal's 
staff in Ilis hands^ 



A gen- 
tleman 
carry- 
ing the 
staff of 
the lord 
high 
^steward 



of state, * 
borne by 
the earl of 
Hunting- 
don, in 
hit robes, 

rg. The sceptre St« Edward^s 

2 with the 

g* dove borne 

S. by the duke 

Si of Richmond 
in his robes. 



stable of Eng- 
land (the duke 
of Bedford) in 
his robes, with 
his coronet and 
staff. 



hie of Scot- 
land the earl 
of Errol) in 

his robes, 
with Ilis co- 
ronet and staff. . 



The cba« <% lord high 
life, by ^ steward 
the b|). of 



Bp. of Durham. 



The orb, A gen- 

crown borne borne by « tleman 
by the lord the duke § carry- 
high steward of Somer« «• ing the 
(earl Talbot] set iti his ^ coronet 
fij in hts rot>es. in his robes, robes. § of the 
i The paten. The Bible, 
" by the bp. carried by 
of Roches* the bp. of 
ter. Carlisle. Chester. 

Bp. of Hereford. The KING, 

' in his royal robes (on his head 
a cap of state adorned with 
jewels) going und^r a canopy 
of cloth of gold, home by six- 
^ <r teen barons of the cinque ports; 
g I his train supported by six lords^ 
' ^ eldest sons of peers. 
Vise. Maudtyille, Lord Beaucbainp> Lord Grey, 

Lord Howard, Marq. of Hartington, Lord Newnham, 

and at the end of it, the master of the robes, hon. J. Bnidenell. 
Standard Captain of Captain of Captain of. Lieutenant 
the horse. 



^ C5 

9 ♦V 



li 



bearer of the yeomen 
the band .of the guard 
of gentle- in his robes 
men pensioners. 



in waiting 
in his robes 



the band of 
geut.pensi- 
oners, in 
his rol^es. 



of the band 
of gentle^ 
men pensi- 
oners. ' 



A gentleman of the king's bed-chamber. 
Two grooms of the bed-chamber. 
Ensign of the yeomen Lieutemmt of ,the yeomen ^ 

of the guard. of the guard. 

Bzempts. Tlie yeomen ef the guard. . . Exempts. 

The clerk -of the checque to the yeomen of the gnard. 
* The king's sword having, by some mistake been left behind 
at St.James*s, the lord mayor's sWord was carried before his 
majesty by the earl- of Huntingdon, in its stead; but when the 
procession eame into the abbey, the sword of slate was founti 
placed upon the altar. 



aUESN CHAKLOTTi:. 31 

'Though the priocess dowager of Wales and the 
youDgjer branches of her family did not walk in 
the procession of their majesties, they afforded no 
small gratification to the public by forming a se- 
parate party^ and going, a little before the grand 
procession began, from the, house of lords across 
old palace-yard to the Abbey, on a platform 
erected for that purpose. Her royal highness was 
led by the hand by prince .William Henry, Her 
train was short, and therefore not borne by any 
person : her hair flowed down her shoulders in easy 
curls : she wore a circlet of diamonds round her 
heady but no eap. Her highness was followed l)y 
the. rest of he,r children, prince Henry Frederic 
handing the pnncess Louisa Aune, and prince Fred- 
eric William handing his^ youngest sister Caroline 
JJfatilda. The princes were all drest in white and 
silver, and the two princesses wore slips with 
hanging sleeves. Several persons of rank» but 
who bad not a right to walk with their majesties, 
iittended her rojal highness; and, at the close of 
Jier snite, appeared the three Mahometan ambassa,r 
ders, then at the English courtf in the proper 
Besses of their country. 

Sey^al large booths containing above a thousand 
-seats (styled at this time the Coronation Theatres,) 
were erected and let at very extravagant prices. 
These, the benches and scafTblding on each side of 
the streets, and every commodious or elevated spot 
which mondy could procure, were covered chiefly 
with persons of .fortune in aU the riclbness and va?^ 
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Hety of dr^ss ; while thfe trowdir beloW, and ils^ far 
iis tli6 thost diistdni tieW df the platfof ift could b& 
tititkihed]; exhibited the appearance of ^ piftma^t 6f 
htintkn headd and faced. In ^hdrt, stitih a pfddigious 
toncoiifse of people, and such petfect iinJinimity df 
iiffection fat their king and que^n^ ^had nerer before 
been equalled on atay ^itnilalr oiscasioto. 

jFaticy ribbons, with the MifotAs *« God save the 
Hing and Queen," Were titiiversitlly Worn. Infof- 
niation having been giveii to the lords of hii 
ftiajesty's honourable privy trourttil, that the hack- 
hey cod.)cbinen and chaitmen h^d entered intd sk 
^ombinatioh not to work theii* coaches and chairs 
on th^ coVonation-day without exorbitant prices, 
ih^ir ^iotdships caused aU order td be published, 
i^bquiring all backney-Ksoachmeii and chairmen td 
be out with coaches and chkits by four In the 
Itto^nihg, and faithfully to peVfortti their dut^ 
With6Ul talking any exorbitant demands, upoti 
pain of befn^ proceeded against With the titmbist 
Severity. But a^ working their w4y thVotr^h tfrft 
gteat crowds. With which this g^-^eat sbbmnity Wal 
liktely to fre attended, cooW not ftiil sAbjecttAg botfl 
coachmen and chairmen t^ iniinite trouble, aAd 
ttr6 ktttefr to gteht fatigue and dangfet, they tlitcfat- 
levied not \o ply at all, to the gi-feat mortificati6n df 
several 6f the gentry ^o lived at some distance. 
It was, therefore, thbu^t prndent to l^ke a middle 
contse on the occasion j landafebordrngly oneof Ihfe 
ino^t ^minet/t sedan-maket^ asSured the chairmen, 
m a mft i^tfable afdvettfeeftitnt, thatt thte n*bility 



nmi gMtcy iwonld consider tbem properly if tH^ 
Urould Hikt leav^ at j entirely' to themselves* ' Thfe 
intiee had^th^ .diisijped ^Esctt*}> •! The chairmen gayp 
their attMfAaiice^raDd ^eiTd^Merously ^aid: A 
guinea for a set down from, aiky of the squares at 
thaeototendvof' the town: to Westminster Abbey 
fwas'grudged by few, if: by any ; ,no complaints, 
homey^Wf were . made to the bdard, thc^Ugh notice 
htal <ioiig beeb gii^en thatj three or, four extraor^ 
dinary meetings wouM he held to hear and deter- 
mine . tomplaint^. It should be obsenred that 
sedws <)r ^hairs. were at this tijooe more fashionable 
than, hired cosuehes. 

Notwithstanding the imipense multitudes assem- 
jUed on this occasion^ no accident occurred, and 
^ery little disturbfemde was excited. This was 
g^reatly owing to the. judicious exertions of the 
l^afce^officersi and to' the comluct of: the horse and 
foot guards, who behaved with so much temper 
and. good discipline, that kio obstruction whatever 
attended the whole ceremony* A particular in^ 
stance may be deeiped worth relating. A number 
of sailors, all in clean dresses, got up to the plat- 
form, and insisted on standing there to see the 
procession. At first the guards opposed them j but 
the (^ommanding officer put au immediate stop to 
the scuffle that was likely to ensue, by ordering 
that the sailors should be perngtitted to keep the 
place they had chosen^ on condition of their not 
making the leai^t noise. They agreed to the terms, 
and strictly observed them till the king passed by, 

J5 ' '■ - 
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when, beii^ no longer able to contain themselves^ 
the boatswain sounded his pipe^ and the whole 
party gave three loud cheers^ .while bis majesty 
appeared highly delighted with their duuracteristic 
expressions of loyalty. 

Their Majesties entered the abbey about half an 
hour past one^ where they assisted for several 
hours with exemplary piety^ in all the solemn and 
religious acts which preceded and followed the 
ceremony of the coronation. 

The nobility of Ireland having, previous to this 
ceremony, revived the diflf>ute about the precedence 
of the Irish peers walking at the weddifng, the 
King directed that the privy council should enquire 
and report the precedents, as they happened upon 
similar occasions} upon which report the Irish 
peers and peeresses were admitted to walk, and 
were marshalled in the procession, together witii 
the peers and peeresses of Great firitetn, accord* 
ing to their respective deg^rees, taking place of the 
Briti$h nobility of inferior rank. 

The following anthem, composed by Dr. Boyce, 
was performed on this occasion : 

A Grand Festival i^ymphony/ 
Chorus^ 
^* Tlie King sbsll rejmce in thy strengtK O Lord, 
exceedingly gUd shall he he of thy saWatioii.'* 
Dmetb^Ur^ Savage and Mr. Coopier.. 
M Thou hast gives bim hi* heart's desire, a&d Imst 
. npt denied bim the rt^uestof biS Jips«'* 
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Soh^ by a Boy. 
^ Blessed is the man that hath a yirtaous irife^ fgr 
the Dttmber of bis days shall be doubled,'* 

Solo, by Mr. Mence. 
<< Ayirtiious woman is a orown to her husband ; 

her price is far abore rubies. 
^' Strength and honour are her clothing, and she 

shall rejoice in the time to come.'* 
Solo, by Mr. Beard. 
^ Bearken O daughter, consider and incline thine 

ear, forget thine own people and .thy father*a 

house, 
<< So shall the king have pleasure in thy beauty. 
^ Instead of thy fcthers thou shah haye childreu 

whom thou may'st make princes in all lands.'* 
Chorus. ^ 

«< Children are an heritage of the Lord, and the 

fruit of the womb is his reward. . 
^ Lo! thus shall they be blessed <hat.fear the 

Lord/' 

After tide anthem the first oblation was made by 
tbe Sing, being a pall or altar clo& of gold and 
ail ingot or wedge of gold of one pound weight, 
the queen also offered a pall of gold* After winch 
their Majesties tods: th^ s^ats on ti|e south side of 
the altar. The regalia were severally presented 
to the ardibishop at the altar, and the great officeni 
retired to their M«l»t 

The Litany waa Mng by Dr. Keene, bishop of 
Chester^ and Dr« Ashbamhaoiy bishop of Chichesr 
ter» the choir singing the responses. The archbi* 
fhop began the eommnnion service ; the bishop of 

U9 
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Rochester read the epistle^ and the bishop of Litcb* 
field the gospel. • i . !. . J 

Dr. Druiumond^ bishop of SaKsbdry, preached 
a sermon on 1 Kings x. d, ^' Blessed be the Lord 
thy God that delighteth in thee, to i^it thee on 
the throne of Israel, because the Lord loved Israel 
for ever, therefore made he thee king to do judg- 
ment and justice." At the beginning of the sermon 
his Majesty put on his cap of. crimso^ .yelvet^ 
Rimmed up with ermine* 

After the sermon the archbishop read tp the King 
the deelaration against transubstantiatlonf: and the 
aathority of Rome, which hi6 Majesty i^epeated, 
and afterwards signe'd the s^nie. 

Another anthem was theii sung, after which the 
Archbishop read the anointing prayer, which was 
succeeded by the coronation anthem '^ Zadoc the 
Priest :" His Majesty then removed to St;. Edward's 
Chair, and the unction was performed by the Arch- 
bishop, four knights df the garter holdh^g a pall 
over his Mnj^sty, during, the' anointing,* vissv* the 
Duk^ of Devonshire, earl 6f Northumbei^land, earl 
of Hertford and efeirl Waldegravfe ; then the archbi*^ 
shop, standing up, said a Messing over his Majestjri 

A fifth anthem was sung and the' spurs were 
then presented, and his Majesty giirt^ with the 
sword which was afterwards ofi^red ttnd redeemed: 
llis' Majesty was invested 'With the etmill^ the 
jmrple robe and orb, and afterwards' the ring wa* 
put on the fourth finger of hia Majesty's right hand 
by the archbishop, and the orb was returned to the 



flUaiin ' Tbeinarqukof Rockingham, cl^eputy to the 
Duke of Morfolk, aslofdof themanorof Worksop^ 
pf^eseijted a rig'ht hand'glove to'his Majesty, who^ 
pdttihg k oti^ recmed from the archbishop the 
ftcieptr^With the cross/ and aftei*wardii the sceptre 
ipriih th^ doVe, intohis left hand^ and t^e marquid 
impporded his Majesty's right hand as occasion re-p 
quired. The' King sitting in King Edward's chair, 
the archbishop th^n set the crown on th^ King's 
head about half an hour after three o'clock* The 
trumpets then sounded ; the Park and Tower gilns 
fired, in consequence of a signal givenby aman 
placed on the top' of the dome ; and all the people^ 
with loud and repeated shouts, cried " God savt 
the- King !^^ It Was almost dark when the proces 
sion returned' to Westminster-hall, which, at the 
approach of their Majesties, was suddenly lighted 
tip with near three thousand wax candles, and soon 
after displayed a very sumptuous banquet, w^« 
suited to the 'dignity of those who were to be en^ 
tertafned. Between the first and second course^ 
the* ceremony of the challenge, addressed to any 
person who' should deny the King's right^ was per- 
formed by the champion of England, according to 
ancient custom. At ten o'clock, their Majesties 
and the rest of the company withdrew, and the 
hall-doors were thrown open to the populace. 

Another anthem being sung, the archbishop pre^ 
sented the bible, and pronounced the benediction, 
and his Majeisty kissed the bishops kneeling before 
him. 
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Medals of his Migesty and the Qaeen wcra 
thrown aboat by the treasurer of the household* 

Aft^r the coronation of his Majesty, the Qneeii 
removed from her seat oii the sputh side of the 
area, to a chair placed before the altar, and was 
anointed (Ibar ladies holding a pall over her Ma* 
jesty) and afterwards invested with the ring, an4 
crowned by the archbishop ; upon which ^he peer** 
i^Hses put on their coronets. The archbishop then 
deliveried the sceptre into her right luind, and the 
ivory rod her left. 

Two more anthems were sang, and when the 
urchbisbop began tlie offertory, *^ Let your light 
so shine, &c/' the King made his offerings of bread 
and wine, and a mark of gold. The Queen also 
made her offerings. The holy sacrament was then 
administered. 

After the coronation ceremony the King and 
Queen retired into King Edward's chapel, and 
standing before the altar, took off their crowns^ 
|md delivered them, with their sceptre, to the arch«* 
bishop, who laid them before the altar there. The 
King withdrew into his traverse prepared for him 
upon the western wall of that chapel ; the Queen 
in the mean time reposing herself in the chair. 
Here the King was disrobed of his joy 9!^ robe of 
state, and again arrayed with his rob^ of purple 
velvet. 

When the King came forth, the Queen aro«e» 
and they both stood before the altar, and the arch-« 
bishop set the crowns of state» provided for the 
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Kmg and Que^i to wear doring the rest of tbe 
wkmiiitiry upon their heads, adhering to the n^ual 
forms. Tbe ardibi Aops and bishops divested them- 
selves of their capes and proceeded in their nsaal 
habit. 

Their Majesties retired into the Court of Wards 
till dinner was ready, and then sitting in their 
chairs of slate, the first course was brought up with 
the usual ceremony, his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York, and his Royal Highness the Ouke of 
Cumberland, sitting at the end of the table on his 
Majesty*s right hand ; and her Royal Highness the 
Princess Augusta, at the other end of the table on. 
the Queen's left hand. Before thp second course^ 
the Champion was brought up between the high 
constable and earl Marshal, followed by four 
pages, and preceded by the herald, who pronouneed 
th^ challenge, the champions, two esquires, witii 
a lanoe and target, two Serjeants at arma^ and 
the Knight Marshal going before to clear the 
passage. 

After other forms the seccKid course was served 
up in the same order as the first. The several 
services, which had been allowed by the Court of 
Claims were performed, and his Ma|eity then 
conferred the honpr of knighthood on three gentle* 
meii, : (J. Bridge, Owen Jones, add C. Townley, 
Esqrs.) No less th^n 00 haundies of venison, with 
a surprising quantity of all sorts of gam^ were laid 
in for this grand feast. The- King's table waji 
c^&feA with 390 dishes at three several times. 
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served up by his Majesty's ba»d <}f fi€MioMi«. 
The desert attActed every ^yef ferthecopfe^koli^ 
Iiad 'lavished all hAn iogenaity. in: rock*Work and 
embleinattcal figures. Th^ other doselts were'ne 
less remarkable for their expressive devices: ' St 
should be 0t>servedy as it ofccscsioned sotn^ tnerrtosent 
at the time, that lady Sarah Lenox, who had bten 
the object of 'Royal affection, \vas o&e of her 
Majesty's bride maids. ^ 

Tbetselebrated Mr. B0nnel ThomtoQ, wrote an 
entertaining and familiar' detail of the particulair 
circumstances attending the Coronation, in a letter 
to his friend in the country ; which, on Account of 
its peculiar merit, issobmitt^d as a close tb* our 
description of that magnificent spectacle i*^ 

" Dbar SrK, 
** Though I regret leaving yoiu so soon, especi- 
ally as the weather has since proved so fine, that it 
makes me long to be with you in the country, yet 
I honestly confess, that I am heartily glad I came 
to town as T did. As I have seen it, I declare I 
would not have missed the sight upon any consider- 
ation. The friendship of Mr. Rolles, who procured 
me a pass ticket, as they call it, enabled me to be 
present both 'in* the Hall and the Abbey; and aS 
tOcthe procession out of doorsj I had a fine ^view of 
i<{ from a one-«pair of stairs room, which your neigh- 
bour, Sir Ed>vard, had hired at the small price of 
one l^undred guineas, on purpose to oblige his ac- 
quaintance. I wish yoi) had been with me ; but as 
you have been deprived of a sight, whicih probably 



i^ry few that wwrej^edent wiU ever sect mg;m^ I 
will endJeavomr to de«eril)e H tO' yea ae miiivtely es 
I cskUf while the wcpms%e»€e9 m^ fuesk ift my 
momory^ tbong^h nary description must fail ¥ery 
fliiort ol' tbe readiiy. First, tken, eonceite te> yMir- 
4iel!f the fronts of the IkHwes^ m all the streetsi tiMri; 
coald eowiMMml. the least pdnt of view^ lined with 
scstffridiiig like so many gatieries or l>oxes raised 
one above another to^^ the very roofs. These were 
eorered with carpels and cloths of different eoloors; 
which presented a pleseiiing yaciiety to the eye ; and 
if you consider the briHiant appearance of the spex> 
tators who were seated in them (many being richly 
dressed) you will easily knaigiiie this waa ne iiidi£- 
ferent part of the i^ow. Tfa« aoobf uaderneadi 
made a pretty contrast to the i^st ai th^ eompaiiy. 
Add to this, that though we had nothing bnt wet 
and cloudy weather for some tia»e before,, tiie day 
Cleared up, and the sun shone auspiciously, as* it 
were in coinplinient to the grand festival. The 
platform, on account of iAie vncert^niy of the 
weather, had a shelving roof,, which was ceveiied 
with » kind of saii-clotb; but neav the plaice where 
1 was, an honest Jack Tar combed up to the top 
ftnd stripped off the coveriiig, which gave us not 
only a more cTSltenahre view, bint let the lights in 
tipoo every p^rt of the praeesskm. I should tetl 
you, that a rant^ of foot soldiera waa plaedd psteach 
side within the i^al^orai y and ii waa not a Httli 
eurprtsing to seei the offkeei facaitiarlp^ eent^trsmg 
md walking arm aadam wi^ imujk aCthcM^ tUk 
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we were tet into the secret, that they were gentle- 
men who had put on the dresses of common soldiers, 
for what purpose I need not mention. On the out- 
side were stationed^ at proper distances, several 
•parties of horse-guards, whose horses, indeed, some- 
what incommoded the people, that pressed inces- 
santly upon them, by their prancing and caperingj 
though, luckily* I do not hear of any great mischief 
bqing done. I must confess, it gave me much pain 
to see the soldiers, both horse and foot, most un- 
mercifully belabouring the heads of the mob with 
their broad-swords, bayonets,, and muskets ; but it 
was not unpleasant to observe several tipping the 
horse soldiers slily from time to time (some with 
halfpence, and some with silver, as they cduld mus- 
,-ter up the cash) to let them pass between the 
horses to get nearer the platform ; after which these 
unconscionable gentry drovci them back again. As 
soon as it was day-br^ak (for I chose to go to my 
place over-night) we were diverted with seeing the 
*coaches and chairs of the nobility and gentry paif^ 
sing along with much ado; and several persons 
tvery richly dressed, were obliged to quit their 
equipages, and be escorted by the soldiers through 
the mob to their resp^c^ve places. Several car- 
riug^s, • I' am told, received great daniage : Mr. 
. ijennings, i^hom you know^ had hisichariot broke to 
f>ieoes^; but providentially neither he nor Idrs. 
viefatiings, who were imit^ receivied any hurt. • 
' ^^ fl^bfeir Majesties (to the shame of those be it 
ipoken who were not so- pmictual) came in their 
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chairs from St. James's through the park to West- 
minster about nine o'clock. The king went into^ 
a room which they call the Court of Warids, and 
the Queen into that belonging to the gentlemen- 
lidier of the Black-rod* The nobility a:nd others^^ 
who wfere to walk in the projcession^ were mustered 
and ranged by the officiers'of arms in the'Court of 
Requests, Fainted Chamber, and House of Lords, 
from whence the cavalcade was conducted into- 
Westminster Hall. As you know all the avenues 
and places aboiit the Hall, you will not be at a loss' 
to understand me. My pass- ticket would have»' 
been of no service, if I had not prevailed on one 
of the guards, by the 'irresistible argument of half- 
a»crowTi, to make way for me through the mob ta 
the Hall-gate, where I got admittance just as their* 
Majesties were seated at the upper end, under mag- 
nificent canopies. Her Majesty's chair was on the 
left hand of his Majesty ; and they were attended' 
by the great chamberlain, lord high constable, earl 
marshal, and other great officers. Four swords, 
I observed, and as many spurs, were presented in 
form^ and then placed upon a table before the king^ 
<< There was a neglect, it seems^ sbovewhere, in 
not sending for the dean and prebendaries of West- 
minster^ Sic. who, not finding themselves sum-^ 
moned,' came of their own accord, preceded by 
the choristers, singers, &c. among whom was your 
favourite, as indeed he is of every one, Mr. Beard. 
The Hall gate was now thrown open to admit thit 
lesser procession from the Abbey ^ when the bishop 
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Siimg, mt^ Ht. SdniMidl^s <»•«■, Tgrtadtmacmhij^ 
of f 0U filolii* ti» orb wiA the oum, a aeoptye.wMir 
tjM^idbreiMi tbeitop, Another 4ipt vit^ orcMB^OMlt 
lidNt tiioy tnMJBt-fidvord'fl.ataC ^HaeOoeeiirfr 
ni^otoi wone irongit .at tho joqu^ thiio« t^oK. kw 
CRMW u(pio» aeiusbioii, •JOfi^nb wMi a cnoos, ooA 
a nod 0f mn^ sriib a dam. 'Xfteiovivn aeivemttjr 
IflfMlMWe Aeir:iM«^ afberwmiidsdcflhMndl 

telboios^OtiireitffoBfo jiiM'MMieio lioarib«q(nttt 
lii^fK'weiMoa* 

-^f (hmifk mmg tfeiaagth of Ao icw^alieadey :0Ml 
tiieMunimoiiMit voce te OMik, it if na mim4mihuk 
Umre okoirfUl fcip oiaeh lepofcaim io isiarifaeiUiBg -Iha 

n^mUAf and the famemon d^ogan to c}ait<ib6.Siil 
ketmwuteiey&a mad tfloeire. 7hefi«ifpm kniiiigi. 
to liko west <k>or fi€ tim AiA»^ mmiCcmetmA mitikl 
btee bm% ^or ttbe taun io <waik on; izoit )&o«0; 
soeautd to me a defeat in Mot i^ommug 4iie upniffab 
poste llwt atuppovted tho awning:, sas it is ciUod^ 
(for iheif lookad ineaa tand aflbed^ arilii Aatan 
aofoa otfier coioiHied jolotK. J^B I cjxirf jsoa dldtt^, 
1 ahaU wa^ HMtionujig ^tbe sDinato paTiieaihiss of 
tliie iprooessHon, and ^oidy oImofv^o lliat Ihe nabililgr 
iralkod tmo by two. Beiog wiUin^ toiiee the jprnom 
eesaioii pasa adong ^he plaiibrpn 'tbmtigii ibeisitneU^ 
I hastened from 4 be Haii, and by line assiirtanite ^ 
a soldiemaade my way to> my fonnaber Nation .at the 
earner of Sridgie SiMB^t, ^rfaeee the ortadojva 



^ttttH'pt t» 4mmke lb* aplstHlor and mgmfiMMe 

MNMitn jtrj nni satififiusiMn ivjikikilieJsp^:taiMtKftte 
»m1 tsprtssedt espeeieHy ts tii«ir Majertieii fmmeA 
Vf ^ Oft wImmb epantepanee a diffoky ^suitad to llimp 
jtotwua, tempered vitk the most aoniftble ccmlpliH 
fency^ «n» sfiBwiUgr impfetsed* li ms obiervaMa 
tbit «s iheir Ma^flties 4ttd the mabiitiy p»wed tha 
aonior wkidi. coaumattdfid m froffiMeGt ef WesAaiaH 
Iter Bmdf^ they ate|)f>0d alK>rt;9 and turnad Iwdb 
to kdk at die people, irhese appearajioe, aaifaoy idi 
kad thair bate df and wane thiek planted oa iJba 
faaontU. which rose gvadnally, I cm loeiapare 4o 
Mtfmg iml a paTemaoit af liesub md faenu 

<^' 1 had iiie nisfortinia net to he «ble to get id 
thie .AUiay tiaae fBoofh to; aee iii9 that pasaei 
ti^ine4>Opr, indead^ vhea I gat tn, eaald i h»ra ao 
distinot a view as I teaaU bamve wiAed. Bat ear 
finai^ Slarry Wfaitoker liad &e hick to he atationed 
kiihe ikd row «^ tka galtory beUnd the^aeakaaisi 
lotted iot the noUflil^, crlose to ik^ sqaara platiaina 
vhich <wa8 erected by tbe altars if itfi an aaeoit af 
thnee^fceps, for their Majeakies to he ccowiaed mi^ 
Yoa aae abligad to faiin, therefore, icar seiveral jNur* 
ticjoiara mhieii I eomU >»ot athervise ha^e informed 
J4H1 o£. He tdk me, as isaon aa their Mi^eatiea^ 
artoved the dMineh^ the choir atraok up wMi an 
airi^ieim ; and after they were aeated, and the itsasl- 
aeoag^itiaii mnd oMattons nviere aMidf , the iitanyt 
was 4ehaiited hy the bisbopa 4if dChoster aisd Ghi>- 
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Chester, and the rosponses teiade by the whole choic^ 
accompanied by the whole batfd of Mdsic'. Theti 
the iirst part of the commanioii^service was read ;« 
after which a sermon was preached by the bishopc 
of Salisbury^ now arbbbishbp of Yt)rk. I was iKib< 
near enough to hear it, nor, perhaps yoii w^HAsay^^ 
did I much desire it; but, by my watiih,* it lasted 
only fifteen miifutes. This done, Harry says* he» 
saw very distinctly hii^ Majesty subscribe the deda^"* 
ration, and take the coronation oath^ the solemnity^ 
of which struck him with an unspeakable awe apd 
revereifce; and he could not help reflecting bn the" 
glorious privilege which the English enjoy, of 
binding their kin^s by the most sacred ties of con^* 
science and religion. The king was then anointed 
by his grace of Canterbury on the crown of 'his 
bead,his breast, and the palms of his hands ; after 
which he was presented with the spurs, and girt with 
the sword, and was then invested with the corona'^ 
tion robes, the ermill as they are called, and the im4 
perial palL The orb with the cross was also pre-> 
rented, and the ring was put updn thefourth finger 
of his ]!ii£ajesty's right hand by the archbishop, who 
then delivered the sceptre with the cross, and the 
other with the dove; and being assisted by several 
bishops, he lastly placed the crown reverently upon 
his Majesty's head. A profound awful silence had 
reigned till this moment, when, at the very instant 
the crown was let fall on the king's bead, a person 
having been placed on the top of the Abbey dome^^ 
from whence he could look down into the chancel^ 
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with alBag which he dropt as a signal; the Park 
and Tower guns began to fire, tbe trumpets souudedt 
and the Abbey echoed.with the repeated shouts and 
acclamations of the people. The peers, who before 
this time had their coronets in their hands, now put 
them on, as the bishops did their caps, and the ' 
representatives of the dukes of Aquitaine and Nor- 
mandy their hats* The knights of the Bdth in 
particular made a most splendid figure, when they 
put on their caps, which were adorned with large 
plumes of white feathers. It is to be observed, that 
thei:e were no commoners knights of the Garter j 
consequently, instead of caps and vestments pecu- 
liar . to their order, they, being all peers, wore th^ 
robes and, coronets of their respective ranks. I 
jihould mention, that the kings of arms also put on 
coronets. 

** Silence again assumed her reign, and tlie 
shouts ceasing, the archbishop proceeded with tlie 
rest of the divine service; and after he had pre^^ 
fiented the Bible to his Majesty, and solemnly read 
the benedictions, his Majesty kissed the archbishops 
and bishops one after another as they knelt before 
hiin. The Te Deum was now performed^ and this 
)>eing ended, his Majesty was elevated on a superb 
throne,' which all the pe^rs approached, in their 
order, and d|id their homages. . 
. '' The coronation of the Queen was performed in 
nearly the same inajimer with that of his Majesty ^ 
the archbishop anoipted her with th^ holy oil ou 
the head and breast, apd after he hiid piitthe 
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crown ttpdii he^ heaiii it wm a i%nal for 'PriMMk 
^ AagtMte acid the peeresses to pat on their C€fromim^ 
Her Majesty then received the sc6f)4M with tiM 
cross, and the irory rod with de dove, and was 
conducted to a magnificent throae «« tlie left haod 
^ bis IMajesty. 

^* 1 cannot but lament that I w^s not near emmgh 
to observe their Majesties going through the mast 
serious and solemn acts of dcTOtion ; b«l I am fold^ 
that the reverent attention which beth paid, wKett 
(after having made their second obtatrons) tbettent 
ceremony was, their receiving the ho]y comnmmiofii 
it brought to the mind of every one near themt, a 
proper recottection of the consecrated place in 
which they were. Prayers being over, the king 
and queen retired into St. Edward's chapel, jus* 
behind the altar. You must remember it — it is 
where the superstition of the Roman Catholics has 
robbed the tomb of that royal confesser of some 
of its precious ornaments : here their Majesties re- 
ceived each of them a crown of state, as it n called^ 
and a procession was made in the same manner as 
before, except in soi^fie trifling' instances, bach 
again to Westminster-Hall, all wearing their 
coronets, caps, 8kc. You know I have often said, 
tlmt if one loses an hour in the morning, one laawy 
ride after it the whole day without being aWe til 
overtake it. This was the case in the present in- 
stance ; for, to whatever causes it might be owmg; 
the procession mtost assuredly set off toa late ; he* 
sides, according to what Harry observed^ ^t^ 
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t^ere such long pauses between some of the cere- 
t^olnies in the Abbey, as plainly shewed all the 
i^citors were libt perfect in their parts. However 
it be,"it is impossible to coiiceiTe the chagrin and - 
dlskppoiniment which the" late return of the pro- 
i^ei^sion occasionied ;'it being so late'indeed, that 
thW spectators, eveii in the open air, haA but a very . 
dim arid' gfobmy view of it, while to those who 
had sat patiently in .Westminster Hall, waiting 
its return for six ^hbiirs, scarce a glimpse of it' ap- 
pSsared, as the branches Were n6t lighted till just 
upoh his Majesty's "entrance. * I had iBattered my- 
self that a new* scenfe of splendid grandejir would 
have been prWnted toW in the return of the pro- 
cfeSaSdh, from the r^fl^'ciion *of ^the Ifghii, &c. arid 
had therefor^ posted' back i6 the Bt^Tl with aft 
pos&ible e^pfedition ]! but not evefii IHe brilliancy of 
the ladies' jewels, oi* the greater lustre of their eyesi 
had the pow^r to render oar darhnesi visible ; th^ 
w)i6le waft confusion, irregularity, and disorder. 

*' However, we were afterwards aitiply recom- 
pensed fbr this partid eclipse by the bright picture 
which the lighting of -the' chandelifers presented to 
tis. Your unlucky law'-surthas made you too well 
ad^oainted tvith Westminster Hall for me' to think 
of deiicribin^ it to' you; but I issureyou the face 
of it "^as i^reatly altered from wbaf it ^as whett 
you ^f tended to hear the verdict ^iveri against youl 
Instead of the indosures for thef courts oC Chancery 
atidKitig's Bekich at'the tipper eiid, which were 
botli reiboved, a platfortn Wis raised ^vith several' 
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*^ It was pleasant to see tbe, Tariou3 ^tratagenvi 
made use of by the company in the galleries to coine 
in for a snack of the good things below. Th^ 
ladies clubbed their handkerchiefs to be tie^ to- 
gether to draw iip a chicken or a bottle of wiqc.; 
nay, even garters (I will not say of a different sex) 
were united for the same purpose. Some had been 
so provident as to bring baskets with them, wbic^ 
wete let down, like the prisoners' boxes at Ludgate 
or the gate House, with a Pray rem&ffiber fhepoarm 

" You will think it high time thait I should bring 
this long letter to a conclusion.. Let it sui- 
fice then to acquaint you, that their Majesties 
returned to St. James's a little after ten o'clock at 
night; but they were pleased to g^ve time for the 
peeresses to go first, that they might not be incom- 
moded by the pressure of the mob to see their Ma- 
jesties. After the nobility were departed, the illus- 
trious mo6t7i7y were (according to custom) admitted 
into the Hall, which they presently cleared of all 
the moveables, such as the victuals, cloths, plates, 
dishes, &c. and, in short, every thing that eould 
stick to their fingers. 

" I need not tell you, that several coronation me- 
dals^ in silver, were thrown among the populace 
at the return of the procession. One of them was 
pitched into Mrs. Dixon's lap, as she sat upon a' 
scaffold in Palace Yard. Some, it is said, we,re 
also thrown among the peeresses in the Abbey just 
after the king was crowned j but they thought it 
l)elow their dignity to stoop to pick them up. 



. . •* My .M^ife 4^sires her compliments to .ypa : 
«he was hugeously pleased, with the ijight, . All 
friends are yellf except ^hat little JNJancy Gree^ 
has ffot a swelled face, by being,up all nig^it; and 
TjOm Moffat has his le^ laid, upon a sjtpol, .0{i a<;« 
count of a^bro^ken shin,, )vhicli he got by a kick 
from ^ troopier^s horse, as ^gt reward for his mobbii;ijg^ 
it. T shall say aotbio^ of the illum^s^tions at 
^ight : the n^wspapef s naust Jiave told yoj^i of them, 
and that the admiralty in particular .)ya,s remarka- 
bly lighted up. I expect to have from you an ac- 
count of the rejoicing's at your little town j and de- 
sire to know whether you were able to get a slice 
of the ox which was roasted whole on this occasion. 

" Our friend Harry, who was upon tbe scaffold, 
at the return of the procession closed in with tlie 
rear ; at the expence of half-a-guinea was admit- 
ted into the Hall ; got brim-full of his Majesty^s 
claret: and, in the universal plunder,, brought off 
the glass her Majesty drank in, which is placed in 
the beaufait as a valuable curiosity," 

The day after the coronation, their Majesties 
went to Drury Lajie Theatre, in chairs, to see the 
Rehearsal, in which Mr. Garrick performed. 

On the 25th of Oct. tiiejr Afajpsties ^eijt to Ccr- 
vent Garden Theatre, to see the Beggar's Opera« 
with which her Majesty appeared highly delighted. 
The playhouses vied with each other in decoration* 
on this occasion. Two magnificent boxes were 
prepared for this night; the expence of which. wai 
said to have been TOOK 



your Majesty displays tbwiairds even the meanesi 
af' your subjects, \i^e are emboldened to hope you 
will' accept the tribute of obedience and duty 
ninfeU we poor orphan*^ aire permitted to present 
youi 

** Educated and supported by the munificenee of 
t,' charity, founded,' enhrgeU, and protected- by 
your Royal predecfei^sors, with the warmest grati-i 
tude, wfe tictnowledgps -our inexpressible obligutioni 
to its bounty, and the disting'uished ' happiness we 
' Kave hitherto enjoyed under the constant patronag^e 
of former princes. ' May this ever be t>ur bbaist iinil 
glory! Nor can we* think we sfiatll prefer: oni^ 
praers in Tain, whilst with earnest' bulf'hnttiMe 
supplications, we implore the' patronage aiid'prb- 
tection of your Majesty. 

"To our' ardent petition for your princely 
favours, may we presTime, dread sovereign, to add 
our "most respectful congratulations on your auspi- 
cious marriage with youi* royal consort. Strangers 
to the disquietude which'- often dwells Within thef 
circle of a crown, long may your Majesties B5cpe- 
rience the heartfelt satisfaction of domestic lif6, in 
the uninterrupted possession of evcfry endeariheht 
of the most tender union^ every blessing of corijugat 
affection, every comfort of parental felicity. And 
may a race of princes, your illustrious issUie and 
descendants; formed by the example and inheriting^ 
the virtues 'of their great arid" good progenitors,' 
continue to sway the ^iitish sceptre to the latest 
posterity/* 



• . TJ^e lH>y9 Vf^ a grand chorus chanted ". God save 
Ihe %Sl^'^ l^pd the senior 9cholar delivered two 
JCSSfii^ of the 9jpee|ob to the King and Queen^ wh|p 
irecaivpd tj^pn graciously. 

From th^nce their Majesties went to the house 
of Mr. Barclay, opposite to Bow church, which 
inras on )^m occasion decorated in a very sumptuous 
manner j the rooms, balcony, &c. b^eing hung with 
.erijrnsop 4^i^as]c ; and from this house they saw the 
procession of the Lord-mayor, &c. 

At the dose Qf the prooession, the Earl Temple 
jw/dl the Right Hon. William jPitt, came in one 
'.dbiariot, and were honoured with the most hearty 
mcclaxDations of people of all ranks. 

The Lord-mayor, Aldermen, &c. &c. returned 
j]| tbie, ordef tboy went, and landed at the Tem{)le- 
stairs i and from l^hence proceeded up Temple-lao^, 
and through Fleet-street, to -QuiJclhall. 

yhe ^tate poach wa^ <Jravp by six beautiful iron- 
^ey ho.rseji, richly caparisoned. 

Th^^hew, on the water, was very brilliant; the 
^kini\ers' company in particular made a very pretty 
,ap,pearfince, by representing the diiFerent habits of 
.jkhe Indian Princes and their warridii's in the habits 
9f iheir rej^pective ^countries, which had a verv 
^leasii\g effect. 

The procession being thus en4ed,the Royal hm]^ 
jrere conducted by the Sheriffs to .Guildhall ; at th^ 
entrapqe of which they were reqeived by the Lordr 
loayor, who, kneeling, presented the city swor^ 
to thf King; whiqh his Majesty graciously plea^ng 
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to return, it was carried before him by his lordship 
to the Council-chamber, where the compliments of 
the city were made to him. From thence in like 
inanper^ the Royal family proceeded to the hustingfs, 
wh^re a most magnificent and fiamptuQU9 epter-* 
tainment was provided. 

Their Majesties were attended, as they passed 
from St. Jameses to the city, with the loudest ac-* 
clamations of joy. Scaffoldings were built at many^ 
of the houses in this city, and the concourse of 
people who were assembled was almost incredible. 
iPour regiments of the London Militia met at their 
respective parades, between the hours of seven and 
eight in the morning, and were under arms tili 
evening. 

A^M the foreign ministers tnet at M. BoreeFs, the 
Dutch ambassador, at Whitehall, and proceeded 
from thence to Guildhall, 

The entertainment at Guildhall was the most 
splendid, most elegant, most sumptuous, and best 
conducted, of any that bad been given in this king- 
dom in the memory of man ; and did honour to the 
munificence and taste of the great and opulent city 
of London, and in particular to the gentlemen undei? 
whose immediate direction the whole wa$ so hap- 
pily conducted. His Majesty, and all the Royal 
family, expressed their approbation with that ber 
nignity which was so natural to them ; and the 
nobility and foreign ministers unanimously acknow- 
ledged it was beyond any thing they had ever seen. 

The Bill of Fare, as served up at the Royal 



table by Messieurs Horton and Bireb^ was as ibl'>« 

lows : 

KiNc^ &nd QuEEif^ 
Each four servicses and reiUove!!^ 

First Service^ 
Consisting of tttrreens, fisb, venison, &c. Nine dishes* 

Second Service^ 

A fine roast ; ortpkns, quails^ knotts^ ruflb, pea<»ohieks^ 

&c. Nine dishes* 

Third Seryice^ 
Consisting of Tegetable and made dishes, green peasej^ 
green morrells, green truffles^ cardoons, &c. Eleven 
dishes. 

Fourth service, 
Purious ornaments in pastry, jellies, blomonges, oakeSf 
&c« Nine dishes. 
Eight of the Royal Family. 
Fonr on the right hand of the King and fd^ur on the left^ 
Each four Services before them, as fiolbw : 
First Service, 
Consisting of venison, turtle, soups, .fish of every sort, 
viz. dories, mullets, turbots, bets, tench> seals, &p» 
Seven dishes. 

Second Service, 

Ortolans, teal, quails, ruffii, snipes, partridges, pheasants, 
&c. Seven dishes. 

Third Service, 

Vegetable and made di Aes, green pease, artichokes, 

ducks tongues, fat livers, &c. Nine dishes. 

Fourth Service, 
Curious ornaments in cakes, both savoury and sweet, and 
jelliesj blomonges, in variety of shapes, figures, and 
colours. Nine dishes. 
Oh the table between each service were placed near 100 
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cold ornamentals, and a grand siTver ^[idf^ne, ftll^ 
with various kinds of shell-fish of different coloursf; ; ' 

Hot and cold dishes 414, the dessert not included. 

The chief dish which her Majesty relished was^ 
osei a£9prats,. which she ealled << little Ashes.-* ; 

The ladies in waitiog upon the Queen had 
cUinted a jdiid of right by custom to diue at tha^ 
same table with her Majesty ; but this was over- 
ruled, and they dined at th<e Lady Mayoress's 
Uhle. 

The biriiwas opened by his Royal tfighDMid tiie 
Duke of York aud the Lady-mayoress. KFrntr^ts - 
werei danced till, twelve, when their Majesties and 
the rest of the Royal Family took their leave. 
. Their Majesties did not arrive at St. James^ till 
tx^ o'clock in the morningf. 

The rest of the Royal Fftmtly followed them, as 
fast as their coacheS' eoiUld^ be brought up ; the 
Lord-mayor, with the s^ord of st*te earned he^ 
fore him, the sheriffi^, and g'entiemeh of the cotn- 
mittee, conducting them to the hf^ll-gate. The 
Qiieen'f e^sy, elegant^and condescending behavi- 
our made an impression on tlie whole company. 

His Majesty, in the coUBcil-chamber at Guildhallj^ 
^m pleased to confer the bonour of ktiigbt^od oA 
Nathaniel ^ash and John Caiftwrig4it, Esqrs. 
the two sheriiFs, and~ oA Thomas Fludyer, Esq. 
brothel' to the Lordrma^o'r. - 

In the mean time Iffi*. Pitt (afterwards Lord 
Chatham,) and his brother-ih-law, Lord Temple, 
resigned their employments, as their influence had 



cofiiidfeAWy dtSditicd'. Mr. Fttt's resignation of 
ttk^ sreds took plade oh the dth gK October ; on thii 
^h he ^as succeeded by tbe Earl of £gremont, and 
oil the 26th of Novettiber the Diike of Bedford 
Was appointed keeper of the privy seal, in the place 
of Lord Temple. The heW parliament met Nov* 
llie Srdy when the King, in the commeiicenient of 
his speech to both houses, said, 
^' My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** At the opening of the first parliament sum* 
moned and elected under my authority, I wit& 
pleasure take notice of an event, which has made 
me completely happy, and given universal joy 
to my loving subjects. My marriage with a prin- 
ce^Sy eminently distinguished by every virti\e and 
amiable endowment, whilst it affords me all pos- 
sible domestic comfort, cannot but highly contrf- 
bute to the happiness of my kingdoms ; which has 
been, and always shall be, my first object in every 
action of my life.'' 

JEtis Majesty afterwards alluded to an adequate 
and honourable provision for the support of the 
Queen in case she should survive him : " This is 
not only what her royal dignity b\it her own merit 
calls for, and I earnestly recommend it to your 
consideration." 

- The rest of his Majesty's speech went to prove 
the absolute necessity of continuing the war ; 
though it was " my earnest wish, that this first pe- 
riod of my reign might be marked with another 
felicity, the restoring the blessings of peace to my 
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people, and putting an end to the calamities of war; 
tinder which so great a part of Europe suffers. 
But, though overtures were made to me and my 
good brother and ally the King of Prussia, by the 
several belligerent powers, in order to a general 
paciBcation, for which purpose a congress was 
appointed ; and propositions were made to me by 
France for a particular peace with that crown, 
which was followed by an actual negociation ; yet 
that congress hath not hitherto taken place, and 
that negociation with France is entirely broken, 
off." 

The House of Lords, in their address to his 
Majesty, (November 7,) observed, ^* It is impos- 
sible to approach your royal presence at this time, 
without making our first offering to your Majesty, 
<if our most joyful congratulations on the auspi- 
cious occasion of your royal nuptials. We want 
DTords to describe how warmly we are affected with 
an event so highly interesting to your Majesty, 
and to all your faithful subjects ; or to express our 
gratitude to your Majesty for giving us a Queen, 
who, whilst she completes your happiness, pro- 
mises, by every virtue and amiable accomplish- 
ment, the greatest addition to that of your people. 
May Heaven grant the longest duration to this 
felicity ; and may it be attended with a numerous 
progeny, to transmit the great examples of their 
illustrious parents, and perpetuate the blessings of 
your reign to future ages !** 

To this part of the address his Majesty replied : 



" My Lord«, 

*' I thank you for this rery datifal and loyal ad- 
dress. The joy which you express upon my mar- 
riage, and your afFectionate regard for the Queen^ 
gives me the highest satisfaction/' 

The following was part of the address of the 
House of Commons to his Majesty, presented No- 
vemher the 16th : 

'* IMIost gracious Sovereign, 

^* We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament assembled, beg leave to return your Ma* 
jesty the most humble and hearty thanks of this 
House, for yoiir uiost gracious speech from Ae 
throne, 

<^ Permit us, at the same time, to, offer tio your 
Majesty our warmest congratulations on the joyfal 
and auspicious event of your royal nuptials, with 
a Princess descended from an illustrious Protestant 
line, distinguished by the most emii&ent graces and 
endox^ments, and worthy to be the royat partner 
of your throne, by possessing every virtue that can 
' adorn it. 

* ** We beg leave also to express our just sense of 
that affectionate regard which your Majesty has 
shewn for your people, by consulting, on this most 
important and interesting occasion, as on evet-y 
other, their happiness, and that of their posterity. 
And we assure your Majesty, that with hearts full 
of gratitude for this signal instance of your royal 
attention to the welfare of your subjects, and tho- 



roughly sensible of the exalted merijt of /p«? illm* 
trioiM^ consort, your ^tjiifal Coxipoiqi^s fij^iU ^^t /ail 
tQ mBij^e sucjti |;MMu>ur.^ble an4 ainjpile |^P9<(^isi9p ^ 
may. enable her %q sujy Qjrt ^er py^ 4^gwty witb 
proper lostre, in qajie ^l^.shpilld raryi^tf ycwjiv* ^a* 
l^y } for the isxig cop^^iQa^i^ 4>f ^]bpi|f ^fip we 
iJ^ll never cease to offer up to tli^ ^iviiqije l^pTi* 
dence our most ardent vows.'* 

To this his Majesty thus relied : 
^^ Gen^leiiien, 

** I return you |oy hc^iiy ithfuiky ioat tjb^ wciqf 
4i]tift|I and affoejtipnate addrefus. ^k^ oarly proi^ 
ipf your ino«it oordisd £ittachioent to me and my lit* 
imiy, upon the occasion of my marriage^ and ifip 
particular regard and attention which you exfftj&m 
for the Qiueen, in ^ mai;miier that )So neaiiLy 4:oQCfiras 
lier, csymoAJbut give me most sensible satiiifactiQii." 

As soon 4fl the CoHMuons h^ ^gve^ ifi this ^4* 
Jkemk, they fonliber resolved to send a p»ess^g« tp 
the Queen, to^eongratulate her also on her nuptials ; 
io ^qwr^lss the unfeagneidioy a^ ^satisfacttioci which 
ihe House felt upon seeing the most arde^it wishf^ 
of a faithful people (anxious not only for the pee* 
aent and future wfAf»ve .of /the^ hingdoms^ Jbut 
ako for the immedifiike ;and ^iomestic happiness pi 
tfa^r oxceUent Sovere^n) so .coinpletely €mwj>e)l 
by his Majesty's wise and liappy choice of the 
royal partner of his throne ; and to assure her Ma* 
jesty of the most dutiful and zealous attachment of 
that house. 

Thirteen of the members waited upon h^ Ma:* 



J«fiiy vUh thi$ mesngep fur which she* retanied 
them her hearty thanks, ami a»iured thenii that 
the haf^ne$s ami prosperity of the kingdom would 
ifw^ be th^ darling object of her life. 

On tfaa 18th of Novemb^, two days after th# 
4eli?«ry ef %]w message, the Commons gave her 
Majesty a proof of the sincerity of their profi^r 
0Mms, when they proceeded to take intot^onsidera- 
tion that part of the Ring's speech which related 
to his royal consort. They renolved, that in case 
Afi flhoiild survive his Majesty, she should enjoy a 
proyisien of one hundred thousand pounds p^ an* 
mim during her life, together with the palace of 
jSmoeriet House, and the lodge and lands at Rich* 
mond Park ; and, that the said annuity should be 
(^S0:^g<ed upon all or any part of those revenues* of 
the crowa, which, by an act made in the last Se$* 
MOO, were directed to be consolidated with'«the 
aggregate fund. A bill, formed on these resolui- 
tions, passed both Houses witboiit oppositioni and 
wceived the royal assent on the 2d of December^ 
when the Queen, who was present, and placed in 
A chdir of state on the King's right hand, rose up 
a^d WMsde her obeisance. She had also the plea- 
sure to bear the Speaker renew, upon presenting 
the biUL the former assurances of tiie duty and 
afffteiaon of the Commons, blended with the most 
respectfttl and delicste compliments to her Ma^ 
i^y. ■ . . 

It is worthy of obeervation, that l^e pi*ovision 
Mbtleil an her Majcety , waa exactly the same whi<^ 
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^llxed on the preceding Queen in case »he sur- 
vived her royal huisband. 

Someraet House, which was built by the Dake 
of Somerset/ uncle to Edward the Sixth, fell to 
the crown soon after the Duke was attainted. It 
was usually assigned for the residence of the Queen- 
dowager. In this palace Anne of Denmark, King 
James the First's Queen, kept her court, upto 
which accoucit it was called Denmark House dur- 
ing that reign ; but it soon after recovered its first 
name. It was afterwards the residence of Queeu 
Catherine, dowager of Kirjg Charles the Second. 
In lieu of this palace, Buckingham House was 
purchased by his Majesty for the Queen,for 21,000/. 
which was built by John Sheffield, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, in 1703, it now obtained the name of 
the Queen s Palace. Here is a fine collection of 
prints, and a great variety of pictures by the most 
^eminent masters. 

Kew Palace was also appropriated to the use of 
her Majesty about this time. This was the pro- 
perty of Samuel Molineux, Esq. Secretary to 
George the Second, when Prince of Wales. It 
was improved by Kent, and contains some pi€-^ 
tures. The garden consists of 120 acres. 

The gardens were greatly improved under the 
personal direction of the Queen ; but her Majesty 
always gave the preference to Windsor Castle. 

Mrs. Anna Louisa Darbasch (whose proper 
name was Karsch), a German poetess, who was 
dfsemed the prodigy of her country, but who lived 
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in a state of extreme indi^nce, wrote an ode ou 
the departure of Her Serene Highness, Prkcess 
Charlotte of Mecklenburg* Strelitz, for the pur- 
pose of being married to his Britannic Majesty : a 
copy of this ode was brought over, and preiS|ented 
to the QueeHf by the Prince of Mecklenburg Stre- 
litz (second brother to her Majesty) who arriveii 
in London, on the 25th of January, 1762, and was 
well received by the King. By desire of the 
Queen, a. house was taken for him^ in Pali-Mall. 

In her private interviews with the Prince of 
Mecklenburg Streliti, her Majesty enquired very 
ardently about all the friends whom she had left 
behind j particularly Madame de Grabow, a lady 
of high endowments and noble family, who, oa 
account of her lyric compositions, had obtained the 
title of Sapho; and under whose care, her Ma- 
jiesty, when her Serene Highness, had been chiefly 
educated* Also Dr. Genzmer, a Lutheran divine, 
who was called from Stargard to Strelitz, for th^. 
purpose of instructing her Serene Highness in 
the German and Italian languages : her Majesty 
was now told that the learned doctor immediately 
left Strelitz on her departure for England. 

In the morhings her Majesty applied herself to 
needle-work, and to the perusal of the best English 
authors, for the purpose of obtaining a competent 
knowledge of the language. Her Majesty was 
assisted in her studies by Dr. Majendie. She 
then took a ride with the King, or walked round 

the gardens till dinner-time. After dinner, she 
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phtyed on the hai'psidKMrd^ Md frequently idng tn 
a tery agreeable and scientific matiiier« She had 
comtnonly a select party at cards^ or else the nighf 
was closed with a ball^ as her Majesty was vetf 
fond of dancing. ^ 

This year her Majesty sent a pref>ent to the wifn 
of the Dake of Richmond's porter, who wan deli«» 
Tered of three daughters; and to a earptnt^r's 
wife, who had three boys : ever after appticationif 
were generally made on those occasions with nao^ 
eess. 

Oh the 10th of May her Majesty^ being far ad^ 
Tanced ih pregnancy, removed to finekinghaiti; 
House. On the 12th of Augu^^ she was safely 
delivered of a Prince. Het MajesAy found herseli^ 
not well at two o^doc^ in the morning ; and, aboat 
three, notice was sent to the 3?iincess of Wales f 
upon which Her Royal Ilighnei»» hsisteaad to St; 
James's, and was tliere by four o'clock* Aboat 
five, orders were sent to the great officers of stat« 
i6 attend ; and there were present Ihe archbisbo|r 
of CkViterbury, the Duke of Devonshire, the Boke 
t>f Rutland, tbe Lords Hardwioke, Huntingdon^* 
Talbot, Halifax, Bnte^ Mai^m and Cantalupe^ 
and all the ladies of the bed-cbaniber> and the 
maids of honour. Tl^e Queen was delirered by 
Mr«. Draper, at twenty-four minutes after seven: 
o*clock> having been in labour above two hours* 
Dr. Hunter was in waiting in case of his help 
being wanteds The archbishop was in the room: 
and the lords in tiie room ad^ning, with a door 



<^en into the Queen's apartmei^t. The persiHf 
that waited oj> the King* with the news of her' 
Majesty's being delivered of a Prince, (who tjonse- 
quently became, the Prince of Wales,) received a 
preseat of a 5002. bank-bilU Th^ birth of this 
Friace was attended with some anspicious circun^ 
stances. 

Just after her Majesty^ was safely restored to^ 
her bed, the waggons with the treasure takai 
from the Hermione entered St^ James's Str^et^ 
on their way to the Tower. This was probably 
the richest prize ever brought into England, ercry 
private man's share amounting to about SOOL 
His Majesty and the nobility went to the win-* 
dows over the palace-gate to see them, and joined 
their acclamations on two such joyful occa« 
sions. Besides, there was a negociation of peace 
(which was afterwards concluded) with Frtnce 
and Spain* 

The folbwing anthem, composed by Dr. Nares^ 
wa« performed before bis Majesty at the Chapel-- 
Roy&l, in thanksgiving for her Ma^sty's sufe de^* 
livwy of a Prince : 

^^ O clap your bands together all ye people, 

'^ O sing wifli the voice of melody. 

'^ O sing praises^ sing praises, unto our God ! O sing 
praises unto our King. 

*^ Lo ! children and the fruit of the womb are an he- 
ritage and gift that cometh from the Lord. 

" Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant, even so 
are the young children. 

^< flippy is the man that hath bis quhrer full of Hiem. 
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He shall not be ashamed when he speaketh with his one*. 

mies in the gate. 

^^ Lo^ thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the 

liord. 

" Hallelujah." 

On the 18th' of September, the ceremony of 
christening his Royal Highness was performed 
in the great Council-Chamber of his Majesty*^ 
palace, by his grace the archbishop of Canterbury, 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland, 
bis Most Serene Highness, the reigning Duke of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz (represented by the Duke 
of Devonshire, lord-chamberlain of his Majesty's 
household,) being godfathers ; and Her Royal 
Highness the Princess-dowager of Wales being 
godmother. 

The young Prince was named Georg'fe Augus- 
tus Frederick. 

The following were the attendants on His Royal 
Highness, the Prince of Wales : Governess, Lady 
Charlotte Finch ; deputy-governess, Mrs. Hen- 
rietta Coultsworth J wet-nurse, Mrs. Scott ; dry- 
nurse, Mrs. Chapman j necessary woman, Mi-s. 
Dodson J rockers, Jane Simpson and Catherine 
Johnson. 

Though it was the intention of the Queen to 
suckle her children, a wet-nurse was provided in 
case her Majesty had not a sufficient supply of 
milk. This was the case. However, she kept the 
Prince of Wales longer to her breast than any of 
her other children, which certainly accounts for his 
being her most favourite son. For this maternal 
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iocif Iter Majesty wa& greatly admired and com* 
mended by all the writers of the day. 

The Kigfat Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aider* 
men, and Commons of the city of London, the two 
Universities,' &c. presented addresses to his Ma«- 
jesty on this joyful occasion j that of the city of 
London was as follows: — 

** Most Gracious Sovereign, 

*^We, your Majesty's ever dutiful and loyal 
^subjects, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of your city of London, in Common-Council 
assembled, humbly beg leave to embrace this ear- 
liest opportunity of congratulating your Majesty 
upon the safe and happy delivery of the Qqeenj 
and the auspicious birth of a Prince. 

** So important an event, and upon a day ever 
sacred to liberty and these kingdoms, fills us with 
the most grateful sentiments of the Divine goodness^ 
that had thus early crowned your Majesty's do- 
mestic happiness, and opened to your people the 
agreeable prospect of permanence and stability to 
the blessings they derive from tlie wisdom and 
steadiness of your Majesty's glorious reign. 

** May the same gracious Providence soon re- 
store your Majesty's most amiable and beloved 
consort, and give perfect health and length of 
days, to the royal infant. 

^* Long, very long, may your Majesty live, the 
guardian, the protector, the ornament and delight 
of 6res^ Britain ; and, by your instructions and 
4B^ample, form the inind-of your royal tion to the 
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government of a free, brave^ and feoerou^ p^ple^ 
and, in the fulness of time^ ma}^ that son sacceed 
4o the virtues^ as well as to the throne ^ his royal 
lather ; and preserve^ for a long succession of 
•yearsy the glcHry, happiness^ and prosperity of his 
liountry*'* 

To this address, his Majesty returned the fol- 
lowing answer : 

♦* I receive, with the greatest pleasure^ . these 
^ery affectionate expressions of your dnty andt 
attachment to me, and to my family ; and thank 
you for your congraiulatioiift upon an event an m- 
teresting to me, and to the future welfare of my 
ipeople f with which my own happiness, upon thia 
and every other occasion, is inseparably connectai* 
^rbe city of London may always depend upon my 
constant favour and protection/' 

Her Majesty was soon able to go to Windsor^ 
^here she frequently appeared on the terrace with 
the King ; and, on the 25th of Sept. the King and 
Queen visited Eton College, attended by the lordii 
•ami ladies of Ae conrt. They were vwted on by 
the provosts and fellows at the great gates of the 
-college, and conducted into the 8cho<d, where the 
masters were prepared to receive them, with the 
scholars standing in their places to the number of 
'•'SOO^ Their Majesties passed between them to 
their chairs, at the upper end of the school *, and, 
being seated, the company standing behind their 
^hafrs, one of the scholars advanced from bis 
plate into the middle of the school, and addressed 
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ihe'^King in En^li^h, i^hich was graciously r^'i 
leeired by his Majesty. 

Their Majesties then risited the long-chamber 
or dormitory. In the interim, the masters and 
scholars went into the chapel and tciok their placesi 
there. On their Majesties comings into the chapel, 
a solemn piece of music was performed on the 
organ/ accompanied with many other instruments.^ 
? Their Majesties walked the whole length of the 
chapel to the rails of the communion-table, viewing 
the scholars on each side, and expressed great 
satisfaciion at the sight. From thence they went 
^o the hall and to the library, where many of the 
young noblemen were presented to them } and the 
yaloabie collection of drawings, &c. belonging to 
the college, being carried into the election-^ohani^ 
ber, a room adjoining, their Majesties were pleased 
to spend a considerable time in examining what 
was worthy of notice. ' On their going down front 
the provost's lodge into the quadrangle, the whol^r 
school was drawn up in several lines to receive 
their Majesties, and saluted them, as they went 
into their chaise, with a joyful cry of <* Vivant Rex 
et Regina/' 

: The lord-chamberlain, by his Majesty's orders 
gave 2301. to be disposed of as the provost and 
masters of the school thought best. 

The addresses from the Houses of Lords and Com- 
mons, Novembw the 12th, expressed their sincere 
congratulations on the birth of an heir to the 
crown. That of (he House of Commons also con*-" 



74 MBMQiaS.OF THE «-ATB 

gratukted his l^j^sty o^ thfi recovery of bia royal 
consort, ,^* endeared to this country not oiily by 
this important event, biit by her own personal irir- 
tues/' His Majesty, in his answer, declared, "I 
receive your congratulations on the birth of tfad 
Prince, my son, as a fresh proof of your attach-r 
ment to my person^ and of your neg^rd.for thi8 
Queen." . ; . '^ > 

In December hejr Majesty was pleased to give 
100/. towards enlarging the chapel of Ike Asj^ 
Jum for Female Orphans. 

On th^ 25thf thei K.ing and Queen, preceded hf 
thie lieralds, &c. went to th^. Chapel-rdyal, and; 
with others, of the r^yal family, received the sa- 
crament from the hands of the bishop of London^ 
and afterwards made their ofierings at the altar^ 
for the benefit-of the poor, in-several purses.. ; 
;. In 176S, the 18th of January wsus celebrated at 
court as her*Majesty's Jtrirth-rday, in order to. give 
people iii trade the better opportunity of benefitting 
by the great expense usual on theise occastons; 
Another of her Majesty's brothers arrived iii Ii(»]« 
don, and the two Princes of Mecklenburg went to 
a ball and supper giveh by the Lord-Mayor on the 
4th of Februai-y. On the 22d, these Frjihees set 
Out from their house in Fall^Mall for Germany* 

On the 6th of June: great Rejoicings were; made 
at the Queen's house, in honour of his Majesty's 
birth-day, which had been previously kept on the 
4Ui. A most magnifijcent temple and bridge^ finely 
illuminated with about 4000 glass lamps, were 



Greeted in the gardeiu The painting on the front 
of the temple, represented the King giving peace 
to all parts of the earth. At bis Majesty's feet 
were the trophies of the numerous conquests made 
by Britain ; and beneath them a groupe of figures, 
representing Envy, Malice, Detraction, &c. tum-> 
bling headlong, like the fallen angels in Milton. 
In the front of the temple was a magnificent or- 
chestra, with about dO of the most eminent perfor- 
mers^ but, what rendered this entertainment most 
extraordinary was, that all the machinery, paint- 
ings, lights, &c. were designed and fixed by her 
Majesty's direction in so private a manner, in the 
small space of two days, that his Majesty was 
wholly unacquainted with it. The Queen had 
contrived to detain the King at St. James's, wd 
the first intimation his Majesty had of this most 
elegant test of conjugal ajBTection, w^ the suddenly 
throwing back .tlfe window-shutters of her Ma^ 
jesty's palace, when his Majesty entered the apart- 
ments between nine cmdten o'clock. The King 
was highly delighted with this unexpected testi- 
niony of his consort'isi love and respect. Most of 
the royal family were present, and a cold supper 
of upwards of 100 dishes, with an illuminated des. 
* sert, was also provided. 

An ode, suitable to the happy occasion, written 
and set to music by Dr.^ Boyce, was performed by 
a select band. 

The following two songs (which were written, 

though not avowedly on thki, o&casion, by her 

k2 
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Majesty, who had at this tioie attain(9dapeirfect 
knowledge of the English language,) were alto 
Sung at this entertainment : 

SONG. 

' To peace and love, in coorts bat seldom seen, 
' Tliis smiling day has sacred been ; 

And may they here united reign. 

While winter chills, or summer warms the plain I 

. May SHE, whose duty is her joy, 

Still, still on tasks of love her hours' employ, 
To cheer her King — to charm her friend — 
On his and Britain^s hope with pleasure tend ^ 

I'hat lovely^ that unfolding rose. 
With care to watch, and cherish as he grows, 
Willie, with a mother's soft surprise, 
SuT. sees in him renewed, his parent rise. 

SECONB SONG. 

Let harmony reign, 

And let pleasure abound ; 

While in sparkling champsign ■ ■ \ 

This> health goes aroiuid — . 
• The King !-r*may liis birth-day successively smile. 
With joy on himself, and with peace to his isle ! 
All white be his moments, and bear on their wing. 
In the brightness of summer, the softness of spring ! 
May she, who bestowed him on Britain this morn, 
Live long his mild sway to applaud and adorn ! 
May each }oyal guest that around faim is seen, 
Embrace as his sister, whom love maide his Queen ! 

Then let harmony reign. 

And let pleasure abound, - - 

While in sparkling champaign. 

These wisfaos go round. 



At the mme 4ime> the Duke of Richmond ^v<f 
a graod masquerade hall ^ith music, the vocal 
parts of vvhich vfete, performed by many <d th« 
nobility in masquerade. The dessert was remark- 
ably grand and elegant, as were the fire-works ; 
which were played off from the garden, and from 
barges on the river, with the greatest regularity, 
and (though the water was covered with boats) 
without the least accident whatever. The fire- 
works, thoi^gh very grand, cost only lOQ/. 

A\l the principal officers of the British troops 
sent to the ^relief of Portugal, on .taking leave 
of his most faithful Majesty, were honoured with 
presents, according to their rank, expressive of 
that monarich's s<ense of their services. Among 
those, tlms distinguished, was Prince Charles of 
Mecklenburg, who received hist MajeHty*s picture 
very richly set in diamonds* 
< OnUi0 16th of AugBst, about ten o^clock in the 
momiiig, her Majesty was happily delivered of 
another ' Prince at her palace, in St. James s 
Park; and the sa:me maternal solicitude was rnani*- ~ 
tested as before. On the 14th of September, His 
Royal Highness was christened, at St. James's, in 
the great council-chstmber, by his grace the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. His Royal Highness was 
named Frederick^ and his^ sponsors were His Royal' 
Highness the Duke of York, represented by the 
Earl of Huntingdon, grooni of the stole ; his most 
Serene Highness the Duke of Saxe-Gotha, repre- 
wnted by Earl Gower, lord-chambeflain, and Her 
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Royal Highness the iPrinteeM Atnettft in per- 
•on. ' 

On this occasion the tjofd-Mayor, Aldermen^ 
. and GdA:iiKiohs of the city of London, in Common-^ 
' Councfil assembled, thds addressed hig Majesty : 
" Most gracious Sovereign, 

" We, your Mujes«y'» most datiful and loyid 
Subjects, the Lord-Maydr, Aldermen, and Com* 
mons of the city of London, in Oommdh-Council 
assembled^ i^ost gladty embrace this joyful obca^ 
fiion of approaching your sacred persofti, with our 
^incerest and warmest congratulations on the safe 
delivery of the Queen, and the auspicious birth of 
another Prinee ; firmly tfustihg that erref y increase 
of ydur royal family will prove all additionat seed* 
rity to our religion, and thirt great charter of liberty; 
which, in censequetice of the glorious re<voliitiob| 
your illustrious house was chosen to d^end; 

*< Your Majesty'* ever loyal and faithful dtizfens 
6f London, eitceeded by none of your subjects ia 
honest and anxious zeal for your Majesty's haprpi* 
neiss iand the glory and prosperity of your reigri, 
rejoice in every event which augments yeui^ Ma- 
jesty's domestic felicity. 

« Permit us, royal Sir, to ifttreat yoof Majesty's 
iacceptaticid of our faithful assilraiiceis, that we will 
at all times be ready chi^rfully to t^tidev to your 
Majesty every assistance of ifllegiance a^d doty, 
which affectionate and loyia^l subjects can pay to 
the best of Princes.'* 
Signed by order of the Courts Jambs tfOEKttBa 



Toir^i^.f^rfMf bif^ .|if ajesty thus replied : 

<< I jtlnaok j9tt fpr tills loyal address^ ^qd for tjhe 
ffitiillafitifm yw «prew. oa |h^ inpr^ase of wy fa- 
nouly. Tk^ re%ion and jilier^ies of my people 
|tlw«^;8 :ha?e l>een, and eyer shaU be# the coostaat 
cjbj^ct of my care and att^nlion* 1 ^all at all 
time^ d^end upon the assurances which you give 
me^ of your all^inuce and duty." 

Thisy ymre most graciously received, and had 
$behpnQur to, Miss his Mniesty's h^nd. 

It should he ob^aeryed, that th^ above addvess 
Qccajiionfid much disputation ; the propriety of the 
lybfds, << your illMstrious house was cbasen to de^ 
Jendp' having b^en canvassed at some leogth. 

Qn the 2d of Decemhier bii» Majesty cowttiuni* 
otitod to both Houses of Parliament,, the Jntended 
manj^e of Her Royal Hig^hness, the Princess 
Augusta (hta sister) wath,the hereditary Prince of 



On the same day, the House of Comm<ms. waited 
on his, Majesty with .^beir address of thanks for 
such comnaunication ; and, on the iSth, the House 
of I^iMrds , did the same. The dowry allowed by 
the House. of Commonjs to Her Eoyal Uighnesa^ 
in pitt^uance of .his Majesty's message, was, sbs 
osmI oil s«ch occasions, 80,0()0/. 

Thffing Ijiis month tbe.fine paintinga of the Cart* 
tooos by Raphael, were brought fro« the. palace 
of Hampton Comt tQ;the Queen's HoAise^in.S^t 
Jaaies's.nark, where they wem 4efM)sited in the 
greataaloonit > 
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Hitherto her Majesty refrained from pofitical 
transactionst though thi* year Was mnarkable for 
the dispute which to<^k place With John WilkeHj 
Esq. then member of Parliament, for the publioa-^ 
tion of the ^* North Briton," N"" 4di Remembering*^ 
however, that. Colonel Orseme was chiefly instnt^ 
mental in bringing* about her msfltriage With the 
Ring of England, that Scotch officer Was^tppoint^ 
ed master of St. Catherine, near the ToW0r ; an 
excellent place, in the peculiar gift of her Majestyi 
' On the 1st of January^ 1764, there was a great 
court at St. Ja^ies^s, to compliment their Majes^ 
ties, as asual,^ on the new year ; but it is remark* 
able there was no ode, an omission^' which, as thwet 
mras iio apparent reason for it, occasioned much 
sm*pride ; that custom having been so' religiously 
cribserved in times .when thiere wens neither the samci 
materials for panegyric, nor the same genius to 
work them up. The ancient custom of public ha« 
tard l^aying was entirely laid aside. 

On. the 12th, bis most serene Highness, thehere-^ 
ditary* Prince of Brunswick Lunenburg landed at 
Harwich from on board his Majesty's yacht, the 
Princess Augusta; and oh the evening of the next 
day arrived at Somerset Ht)use, in the King's 
equipages, attended by several noblemen who wie»t 
to wait his an'ival at Harwich. The next morn* 
ing, his serene Highness waited on their Majestiei 
and the rest of the royal family ; and, on the 16th, 
at seven in the evening, the ceremony <^ the naiw 
riage of Her Royal Highness the Frincets An* 



ipirt*^ witK His mast Serepe Hligbnew was perr 
|r|iii^4 iu the great cc^ineil-^bainber, by his gtace 
4h9 9^9hfaAi^ap of C!ant?rbury. None but peters 
imfl pf^fsses^ piaei^' el4est SQim, md peers' daugh-^ 
yvekx pri¥y-C9un9eljU3irs i^nd th^ir wiv^, a^ for^igf 
ministers, were admitted to be prqsexit at the €erer 
mpay/ Th^ir Serene and Royal Highnesses re- 
mained 4t $t» Ji|iR#^*s till niiie> and then repaired 
Ig f^^tp^ Qoi|s^, where a grand tapper wa» 
p^E^Q^Mredi stt which were pi??s^nt the King and 
Qi^fiP^ the Prinoe^- dowager, Pri^^c^ Wiliiaw 
.and Hwry^ wd the rejit of <^e royal fftmily • 
. ^Th?^ W«t day their M^j^sties, Her Royal Highr 
ines^ thi^ ^nff s«rdQ.w^g^ ^f Wales» and th^ 
iRpy^l ft«d Serene Highnesises the Prwce wd Prhih 
C6S8I of ]gjrtHiswi^]i^» received the compliments of 
ihe nihility and. g§iitry» which were followed by 
congratulatory addresses from both Houses of Pai>- 
li^fQent^ Qnd from the qitjr of Lpiidoa* 

On^h<e %^^ ^ft tfee afterpiwn, thw Highnesses 
^ out for Efs^rwiehst kia4^d w^tb presents from 
.tki^r lV|a|es^i^ anid the ref^^f th^^ royal fainily, 
hs^ririg left 500/. eaplji ffu? the f^U^f of poor prtsoii- 
.erfj fay debt, ' / 

.. On th^ ^th th^y epaharlt^ed \^ different yachts, 
;an4 ^«»Uf d the 3Qtb ; but^ iq <^ons^ueiice of bad 
weather, they did not reach Helvoetsluys till Fe- 
bruary ihe 2d. On the 19th of March they ar- 
med fL|; Bjnin^wiefc^ 
i 1^\ ^ chapter of the Inast noble pixiar of thie 

^B^rteF M4 ^V ^|r J«iQ^s>, Jlus most Seijeae High- 
ly ■ ■ ; 
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ness Adolphus Frederick, reigning Duke •f Me<ik« 
lenbiirg Strelitz, and the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Halifax wer§ elected in the room of the 
late Earls Granville and Waldegrave. This com- 
pliment to her Majesty's brother was the yoluntary 
act of the King. • 

About this time his Serene Highness the Queen's 
youngest brother was in England, and visited the 
universities of Cambridge and Oxford, where he 
was recfeived with distinguished marks of respect 
on account of his near relation to their Majesties. 

The 18th of January, 1765, was observed as her 
Majesty's birth-day. This (as before intimated,) 
was on account of the proximity of her Majesty's 
real birth- day to that of his Majesty's ; and indeed 
the births of her Majesty's children in general 
would have rendered the 19th of May very incon- 
venient. 

On St. David's day, March 1, Herbert Thomas, 
Esq, Treasurer, and the rest of the Stewards of the 
Society of Ancient' Britons, erected for the support 
of the Welch Charity-School, on Clerkenwell- 
Green, Middlesex, went in procession to St. 
James's, where they were admitted to see the 
Prince of Wales, and kiss his hand, and then 
presented His Royal Highness with the following 
address : 

" May it please your Royal Highness, 

*< The members of the Society who have now 
the honour to approach the presence of your Royal 
Hijg^hness, do it tvith hearts full of zeal for th« 
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proQsperity of your. august parents, the person of 
y^ur Royal Highness, and every branch of the 
royal family. 

^' United as they are in their sentiments of loyalty 
and charity, they hope for the protection and im- 
plore the patronage of your Royal Highness for 
an institution that educates, clothes, and supports 
many, poor and destitute natives of that principa- 
lity from which your Royal Highness derives your 
most distinguished title. 

^* Your royal parents remember no periods of 
their liv^s too early for doing good ; and when a 
.few years shall call forth your virtues into action, 
your Royal Highness may, perhaps, with satisfac- 
tion reflect upon,your faithful ancient Britons thus 
laying themselves at your feet" 

To this address his Royal Highness made the 
following answer, with the greatest propriety! at- 
tended with appropriate action : 
" Gentlemen, 

** I thank you for this mark of duty to your 
:King, and wish prosperity to this charity." 

His Royal Highness then presented the Treasu- 
rer with 100 guineas for the use of the charity. 
, The young Prince was tutored on this occasion 
by his royal parents ;, her Majesty was particu- 
Jarly attentive to his instruction, and had proper 
books selected for th^ purpose. 

The Magdalen Charity was now about to be 

instituted, and the Queen -was not only pleased to 

declare herself its patroness, but she permitted the 

1-2 



vice-president, &c. to wait on her with A book of 
tales, &c. They h*id all the honour of kilmng^ her 
Majesty^s hand, and the following yedtr ilhb galr<i 
m donation of 1601. 

Thiar year his Majesty had been indii^oiied, ^tid 
lOn tiie d4th of April he acquainted Biriiatti^t 
that, throngh the paternal aflS&ctioh Which lie bore 
to his children and to all his people, his late itid4?t- 
position, though not attended with danger, had 
determined him to propose to their consideratioh 
such measures as they thought inight tend to pre- 
serve the constitution of Great Britain Undisturb* 
ed, and the dignity and lustre of its crown unitn- 
p«dred, if it should please God to put a peri6d tb 
his life whilst his successor was of tender years. 
The infancy of his Majesty^s children, aitd th« 
tempest then expected in North America, render- 
ed his Majesty's itidisposition the cause of much 
anxiety to the people. An act was pastied to pro- 
vide for the administration of government ih case 
the crown should descend to any of the children 
while under the age of IB ; aud afeio for the tstlf^ 
and guardianship of their royal persons, tii^lla- 
jesty was to have the power of appoititing agUM-diah 
to his successor : the regent was to be assisted by a 
council of regency, consisting of thdr Boj^l High- 
nesses his Majesty's brothers, Edward AugtititUs 
Duke of York and Albany, William Henry, :0uke 
of Gloucester and Edinburgh, Flrince fienl^ Fre- 
derick, and Prince Frederick William, (when the 
said Princes respectively attained the ftg« «f 'il 



f^fSf mi tiat soailer) dhd his R^al HigfKii^ 
bid Majesfy'si uncle, Willlittti Aiig'Biitus^ Bllke of 
CitiniberlatKl, fbe tifehbUlio|^ of Catitef^btirj, itni. 
th6 lord^ehawcfellof for the titne beiitg, tlpen dri-^ 
hteht af the crotvti to a mmof, <he I^arlUtment *^ 
to eohtihue fot thfee ye^M^, Unlef» $)uch soceef^^ 
Weti6 sootter of age, sliid the^ard si^ceeiMo^ y^ns; ndt 
to marry darihg^ his tmhOHty without the c^ofMMt 
ef the reg^eiiVs cooitcit. The royai 93is6tkt waaf ^i¥ieA 
to the hi» dn the 16th of Miy; The speedy i^M^ 
^el-y and Continued gt>od-heaHh of the iLifig, JiBtH 
4ered, very fortunately, these precautions anneeife!*^ 
«ary. The anniversary of his Majesty's birthHiay 
was consequently solemttised this year withunnsual 
gtandeur, and not a single suit of French clotliei 
appeared at court. 

The 16th of August being the birfh^ay of his 
Royal Highness Pnuce Frederick, bidbop of Qsoa- 
burgh, gold and sillrer uiredats were given at court 
ifi coinmeindtAtfon of that dignity. , ' 

Tn consequence of the death of Fmncts tlie First, 
lEmperoi" of Ckfrmany, August 18, it appeared by 
the London Gazette that the Queen wrote a^ very 
pathetic letter of condolet^ce io the dowi^er Em^ 
press, and his Majesty a congratulatory epistle to 
Joseph Benedict Augustus on his accession to the 
Itnperiat crowti. 

About two in th& niormrtg of the 21st of August 
her Majesty was taken in labour^ and' messages 
were sent to her Roysl Highness the Prihcess- 
^dbwager of Wales, his* gHtce 4h6 archbishop of 
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Canterbary, the two secretaries of state, the Ear! 
of Hertford, and several more of the privy-council> 
ivho attended with the utmost expedition. At a 
quarter before four^ her Majesty was safely deli« 
▼ered of another Prince, who was on the 3()th of 
-September baptized in the great council'-chamber 
at • St James's, by his grace the archbishop of 
Canterbury, by the name of William-Henry, in 
the presence of their Majesties, the whole royal 
family, and a very illustrious . assembly of the no- 
bility and foreign ministers. Tlie sponsors were 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, Prince 
Henry Frederick, and the Princess of Brtniswick* 

On the 28th, the city of London waited on his 
Majesty with the following address on the birth of 
the young Prince, which at that time was^ deemed 
a very remarkable one : 

" Most gracious Sovereign, 

"We, your Majesty's ever loyal and faithful 
subjects, the Lord*Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the city of London, in Common-Council 
suBSf mbled, humbly beseech your Majesty to accept 
our most sincere and dutiful congratulations on 
the ss^e delivery of the Queen, and the auspicious 
birth of another Prince. 

" The joyful event of an increase in your Ma- 
jesty's illustrious family will always, be gratefully 
considered by us as a further substantial security 
to the civil and religious liberties of this your 
Majesty's free and native country. 

*^ £.very addition to jour Majesty's domestic 



happiness fills our hearts with the highest pleasure 
and satisfaction ; and fnlly confiding, that your 
Majesty's royal sentiments will ever coincide with 
the united wishes of yoiir faithful people, we gladly 
embrace every opportunity of testifying our joyi 
and laying our congratulations at your Majesty '« 
feet. 

" Permit us, therefore, royal Sir, to assure -your 
Majesty that your faithful citizens of London, 
from their zealous attachment to your royal house, 
and 'the' true honour and dignity of your crown> 
"whenever a happy establishment of public mea* 
sures shall present a favourable occasion, will be 
ready to exert their utmost abilities in support of 
such wise councils as apparently tend to render 
your Majesty's reign happy and glorious.** 

To which his Majesty thus graciously replied ^ 

" I thank you for this dutiful address. Your 
congratulations on the further increase of my family, 
and your assurances of zealous attachment to it, can- 
not but be very agreeable to me. — I have nothing 
mo much at heart as the welfare and happinness of 
niy peoplie ; and have the greatest satisfaction in 
every event that may be an additional security to 
those civil and religious liberties upon which the 
prosperity of these kingdoms depend." 

His Majesty, after admitting them to the honour 
of kissing his hand, was pleased to confer the 
honour of knighthood on Thomas Harris, Esq. 
one of the SherifTs. Notwithstanding a debate 
l|rose coneerning this address, the King was deter« 



|[in)94 oo^ to maka, by h»« refusal, ft large body of 
yi^le iHieaty^and tbq^d^ore received it vvHb niore 
il9li4eiC0nnoQ thap W{us ei^pec^d* 
^ Tb? E^ing was a)sa addressed hy botJi Hou^tf^ 
^ PailiaBifiit, and tb^ fpllowing was tbe Qoeen'f 
sii|«wer to a coagratul^topy message sent by the 
House of Commons^ to ber Majesty on this oeci|f 
ilQIi: 

^ Crentlemen, * 

^ This fpe^b ipstwce of yqw duty to the King, 
jtai attention to iiie« cannot but mctet with my 
xoMt hearty ad^nqwledgip^nts, an4 insure a con^ 
iinnance of that ajBection I bear to this natioi^ 
.^bose welfare and f^osperity wiU be fpr ever the 
^sl G^ject of my wishes." 

In the morning of the 9th of September, their 

!Ki(yalaM Serepe Highnesses the Duke of York, and 

'A^ hereditary Prince and Fniicess of Brunswick^ 

Jb^ed frpm HpUaod at Harwich, from whence the 

Dlnke ef y orl( came tp Ix)ndon the same day. Thf 

jseiiKt efening at eight the Prince and Princess c^ 

Bswfiiwick arrived at the Queen's palace, where 

;tbey were received by their Majesties, the Princesi^ 

v4owager of Wales, and others of the royal family. 

^ft^r staying about aii bpur at the palucf, their 

Highnesses >ve|)t to the apartments at St. James'i^y 

•rWhiph the Duke of Cumberland had possessed ; 

'.Vf here they supped in. company vyitb h^ l^y%l 

.Higl^ie/s^ the Princess - dowager, ti^e Pukes, qf 

rXork. and Glpa¥e9ter> and. others of :^he roys^l 

^femily, , _ . 



. Between seven and eight o*eIock in tlie evening 
his Royal HighnMs the Duke of Cumberland died 
suddenly at his house in^Upfier Grosvenor Street, 
His Royal Highness was at court in the mornings 
dined with Ldrd Albemarle in the sifternoony and 
drank tea with the Princess of Brunswick at St» 
James's ; from whence he came to his own house 
in the evening to be present at a council to b* 
held on affairs of state. As soon as he game in, he 
complained of a psiin in the shotdder, with a cold 
and shivering fit, and desired to be laid on the 
couch, which was done ; and Sir Charl^ Win* 
trinffham (the King^s. physician) being sent for, 
presciribed bleeding ; but, in about twenty minutes^ 
bis Royal Highness expired without a struggle* 

Their Majesties and the rest of the royal family 
mourned for him as a most affectionate uncle and 
brothen Bom with all the talents that could be 
wished for in so elevatied a static, he very early» 
under a mother fond of letters, and a father allow- 
ed to have been one of the best soldiers in Europe, 
added learning to his natural good taste, and 
knowledge in arms to his innate bravery. 

He was also remarkable for his iaets of bmevo- 
lence, having given about 60002. a-yrar away in 
private charity, smd was the great encourager of 
all plans that promised to be attended with na«* 
tional advantage. The greatest part of that large 
revenue settled on him by his country as a reward 
for his services, he returned into her bosom, by 
his annual donations, and by constantly employing 
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ift great number of hands in the adorning of Wind-' 
8or Park. In doing this he revived the old English 
hospitality without interfering with that spirit of 
frugality which trade requires ; the workmen had 
only common wages, but bread and beer daily, and 
on stated days extraordinary refreshments. 

On the 29th of December, between three and 
four o'clock in the afternoon, his Royal Highness 
prince Frederick William, his Majesty's youngest 
brother, died, to the great grief of their Majesties 
and all the royal- family. 

In the beginning of the year 1766, orders were 
given for building a new chapel at the Queen's 
Palace for performing divine service, which were 
immediately carried into execution. 

There was a very numerous court at St. James's, 
Feb. 9, to compliment his Majesty on his recovery 
from his late indisposition, and also to congratulate 
him on the safe delivery of the Princess of Bruns* 
wick, his sister, of a prince. The twentieth of 
February being the day appointed this year for 
observing her Majesty's birth-day, the ode com- 
posed for the New Year, and postponed on account 
of the death of His Royal Highjiess Prince Fre- 
derick William, was performed in th^ great couu* 
cil chamber, St. James's, before their Majesties, 
who received the compliments of the nobility, 
foreign ministers, and gentry, on the occasion. The 
court was extremely brilliant, and a great number 
of the ladies were dressed in rich silks, manufac- 
tured in Spitalfields, some of which cgst 36/. per 
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"yard. The Prince of Wales and Bishc^ of Osna** 
burgh were at Court. At night there was a ball^ 
which was opened by his Royal Highness theDuke 
of York and Princess Louisa Anne ; minuets were 
danced till about 11 o'clock, when their Majesties 
withdrew. The country dances continued till past 
two, when the rest of the royal family and nobility 
retired. One lady of quality, it is said, was orna« 
mented with jewels to the • value of 5U,000/. 
Their Majesties were also in possession of very 
costly jewels; the Queen, however, always ap- 
peared plain on the celebration of her own birth* 
days ; but ' on the King's, her appearance was re- 
markably brilliant. Mr. Cox, of Shoe Lane, was 
the principal jeweller in London at this time : he 
had the honour of frequent interviews with their 
Majesties, and particularly this year, for the pur- 
pose of showing them a most exquisite piece of 
workmanship which was ordered by a nabob in the 
East Indies. Their Majesties expressed the high- 
est satisfaction at the taste and execution of the 
ornaments, and spent several hours in examining 
them. At this time the Jewellery business was in 
its most flourishing state* The Queen was also 
very attentive to the moral decency and necessary 
punctilioes of her court. It is said that a certain 

lady begged leave to introduce Lady , which 

was peremptorily refused by her Majesty. The 
lady then observed, that she did not know what 
i(he should say to her disappointed friend :— ^' Tell 

tier," s^id the Queen, ** You dare not a$k me/' 

m2 
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This anecdote has certainly been embellished by 
her Majesty's panegyrists. The Qtieen conld never 
have wished any person to have deviated from 
tf nth : and being of a candid disposition, it is most 
fikely that she said (if such a thing occarred,) 
^ Tell her / douU want her company.** 

On the 3rd of March, their Hoyal Highnesses 
the Prince of Wales and Bishop of Osnabm^h 
were inoculated for the small-pox, by Fennel Hnw^ 
kins, Esq. Serjeant surgeon extraordinary to his 
Majesty, and surgeon to her Majesty and the housef^ 
hold, in the presence of fheir Majesties, and his Ma« 
jesty's Serjeant surgeon-, Ca&sar Hawkins, Esq. Sir 
CiifFord Witringham, Sir William Dqncan, and 
Johi;i Pringle, Esq. physicians. 

On the 11th of March the young Prince of Bruns- 
wick was baptized at St. James's, by hifn Grace the 
archbishop of Canterbury, by the name of Charles 
George Augustus. Their Majesties, his Royal 
Highness the Duke of York, and the Princess 
Powager of Wales, were sponsors. 

His Majesty's birth-day occasioned great re-: 
joicings this year, dn account of his having given 
bis royal assent to a bill for the prohibition of the 
importatipn of French, silks, The conrt was ex- 
ceedingly crowded and brilliant : the ball was 
opened by his Royal Highness the Dake of York 
and the Princess Louisa Anne, and not a single 
article of French manufacture was seen in the 
magnificent dresses displayed by the nobility od 
this occasion. ♦ 



Ikfly in the morning of the 29th of September, 
her Majerty was taken in labour at her palace ; on 
which ihessages were dispatched to her Royal 
Highness the Princess Dowager of Wales, the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the two Secretaries of 
State, and others of the privy council, who attend- 
ed with all possible expedition ; and her Majesty 
was safely delivered of a princess, between 6 and 7 
o'clock. On these occasions the names of three 
wet nurses were always received for fear of any 
disappointment through a miscarriage or non- 
delivery : applications were constantly made for 
this situation : and the child of the successful can- 
didate was put to nurse at the Queen's expence : 
if a male, two hundred a year was fixed on him, 
and if a female, one hundred. This situation was 
worth at least 5j00/. exclusive of presents, and none 
but respectable characters were appointed. The 
news of her Majesty's safe delivery of the first prin- 
cess was communicated to the public by the firing 
of the Tower guns at noon, which was followed by 
the ringing of bells, and other demonstrations of 

joy- 

At half an hour after seven in the evening, her^ 
Boyal Highness Princess Caroline Matilda, hia 
Majesty's siister, was married, by proxy, with the 
3K.ing of Denmark, at the Chapel Royal, St, 
James's, Oct. 1. His lloyal Highness the Duke 
of York was proxy for the King of Denmark, and 
the ceremony was performed by his grace the 
archbishop of Canterbury. Her Majesty was 
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dressed in a bloom colour, with white fiowers; 
Next morning, at a quarter after six, she set oaf 
from Carlton House for Harwich, accompanied! 
by his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester^ 
Bight Hon. Lady Mary Boothby, and Count de 
JBothmar, his Majesty's vice-chamberlain, in a train 
of three coaches, escorted by parties of light horse, 
horse-grenadiers, and life-guards, and a numerous 
train of domestics and attendants. 

The parting between the Queen of Denmark 
and her Royal Highness the Priacess of Wales, 
was exceedingly tender. The young Queen was 
observed on getting into her coach to shed teara^ 
which greatly affected the populace assembled in 
Pall-Mali to witness her departure. Her Majesty, 
with her convoy, arrived on the coast of Holland 
on the 7th ; and on the 9th, a little before nipe in 
the morning, landed safely at Rotterdam : from 
whence her Majesty set out for Utrecht, in the 
Prince of Orange's yacht, between ten and eleven 
in the forenoon. The Prince of Orange, the 
Prince and Princess of Nassau Weilbourg, and 
Prince Lewis of Brunswick, received her Majesty 
on her landing, and conducted her to an apart- 
ment in the Admiralty-house, which the magis* 
trates of Rotterdam had fixed upon as the most 
convenient for her Majesty ; and here she received 
the compliments of the regency of that city. The 
Princess of Weilbourg accompanied the Queen 
through the town to her yacht, amidst the accla* 
jmations of the people ; where the Prince of Orange 



ag^ain received her Majesty, and took leave. Her 
Majesty arrived at Utrecht on the 0th, and on tha 
nth at Deventer. Her Majesty made her public 
entry into Copenhagen on the 8th of November, 
and arrived at the Palace-Royal betweeh three 
and four. She vtras received by the King at the 
door of the first antichamber : the nuptial cere- 
mony was perfornied at the palace chapel about 
eight o*clock ; after vi'hich their Majesties and the 
royal family, together vi^ith the principal persons 
ot the court and the foreign ministers, supped at a 
table of liZO eovers. 

On the 8th of October the city of London pre- 
sented the following congratulatory address to his 
Majesty on the birth of a Princess-royal : 
** Most gracious Sovereign, 

" We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the city of London, in Common-Council 
assembled, with the most zealous ardour and affec- 
tion embrace the earliest opportunity of approach- 
ing the throne of the best of Princes, with our 
joyful congratulations on every event pleasing to 
your Majesty, and salutary to your kingdoms. 
- " The safe delivery of the Queen — a Princess 
endeared to your Majesty and the whole nation 
by every royal and virtuous accomplishment — fills 
our hearts with the utmost thankfulness to Divine 
Providence. 

" An increase of your Majesty *s august family 
by the birth of a Princess-Royal, cannot ftiil of 
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diffusing universal joy anfiongst all: year faithittl 
subjects, as it farther secures to them and their 
posterity a long continuaace of those iaestiniabl# 
blessings, which they have hitherto enjoyed un* 
der the protection of your Majesty's illustrioiu 
house. 

<^ The auspicious marriage of your Majesty's 
royal sister, the Princess Carolina Matilda^ wi^h 
that great potentate the ICing of Denmark, (on 
which we beg leave to felicitate your Majesty ») 
must afford the most interesting satisfaction, not 
only to us, and all your Majesty's kyal subject8» 
but also to every Protectant power in Europe. 
, " Permit us, royal Sir, to assure you, that your 
faithful citizens of Xiondon are ever ready to evince, 
to all the world, that their hearts and affections are 
sincere oblations of gratitude to your Majesty, for 
your constant paternal care, and especially for the 
recent instance of your tender attention to the ne« 
cessities of your people." 

To this his Majesty thus graoiously replied : 

'^ Your loyal and affectionate professions upon 
the happy events of my Queen's safe delivery, and ' 
the marriage of my sister to my very good ally, 
the fCing of Denmark, cannot but be most accept- 
able to me. - 

^^ It is with pleasure that I see the just sense 
which the city of London entertains of those mea- 
sures, which the necessity of the occasion obliged 
me to take for the relief of my people : and I hope 
they will haye the desired effect of quieting men's 
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Himds, and removing the distresses which seemed 
daily to increase." 

Though the marriage of the King and Queen 
of Denmark was styled an *^ auspicious'' one, the 
citizens of London expressed their wish, and not 
the^^c^. 

On the 27th of October, her Royal Highness 
the Princess-Royal was christened by the archbi- 
nhop of Canterbury, by the name of Charlotta 
Augusta Matilda. The sponsors were the King 
.of Denmark, ^represented by the Duke of Port- 
land, lord-chamberlain,) the Queen of Denmark, 
(represented by the Countess of Effingham, one of 
liiis ladies of the bed*ehamber,) and her Royal 
Highness the Princess Louisa in person. 

On this occasion, the wet-nurse bad a white 
.6atin dress g^ven to her, with lace and every thing 
correspondent; and, on the cutting of the first 
tooth, she had her choice of a silver urn, or 200/. : 
the former was generally chosen. Hence it appears 
that maternal affection, and not parsimony, induced 
lier Majesty to nurse her royal children— at hqme. 

Though her Majesty's accouchements were at- 
tended with inconsiderable pains, yet she so felt 
for the sufferings of indigent females who were not 
.properly pjrovided for, on those occasions, that she 
founded at this time the Westminster Lying-in 
Hospital, Bridge Road, for the reception of preg- 
nant women. She was also the patroness of seve- 
ral charitable institutions ; particularly the Asylum, 
for Orphan Girls, in Westminrter Road, and the 
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Ml&gdalen Hospital , Blackfriars' Road (asbclwtf 
intimated) ; 6b6 likewise patronised the Westmin-* 
ster Hospital y Jameses Street, Westminster, and 
assisted in forming an establishment for the dai]gh-» 
ters of decayed gentlewomen or orphans, A house 
and grounds were purchased in Bedfordshire, where 
a lady of high attainments was placed, at a saldry 
of 500/. a-year, to instruct the pupils in embroidery. 
They were taken in at fifteen years of age. The 
produce of their labour was converted into orna* 
ments for window-curtains, chairs, sofas, and bed- 
furniture, for Windsor Castle and her own palace^ 

The first work dedicated to her Majesty, wa* 
Mrs. Collier's Translation of the " Death of Abd.'^ 
Gessner (a German writer) had produced this pdeiA 
a little before the Queen's arrival in England : her 
Majesty was of course pleased with Mrs. Collier*^ 
dedication ; and, it is said, presented her with a 
bandsome donation : the present, however, was not 
(Donsiderable, but very acceptable to a person in 
indigent circumstances; for Mrs. Collier kept a 
petty day-school in Plough Court, Fetter Lane, then 
p, thoroughfare, and not inhabited by respectable 
characters. She had married a German, by which 
means she was enabled to produce her transtaticm. 
Other works were afterwards dedicated to her 
Majesty, particularly Baron Haller^s " Letters to 
his Daughter, on the Truths of the Christian reli- 
gion/' and Dr. Hugh Blair's celebrated Sermons, 

On the celebration of her Majesty's birth-day, 
the 19th of January^ 1767, the cowt ^as very bril-^ 



lialit : tbe manufactures of Great Britain never 
appeared to more adyaotage ; the whole court 
being dressed ia suits entirely British. 

Soon after, Andrew Stone, Esq* her Majesty's 
treasurer and receiver -* geiieral, paid to Robert 
Singley, Esq. (treasurer to the Magdalen charity) 
300/. as her Mafesty's royal gift and bounty to« 
wards building a neW Magdalen house. 

The Dauphiness of France having died at Ver-* 
wiles on the Idth of March, bequeathed several 
religMMis' jewels to the Queen/ Their Majestie9 
were extremely coneemed to bear that the King 
of Denmark was taken ill of a scarlet fever; and, 
notwithstanding it was deemed infectious, the 
^neen of Denmark most assiduously attended him 
Iroth day and night. 

The &fng and Que^n, attended by their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Brunswick, 
were pleased to honour the incorporated SoQiety 
of Artists of €hreat Britain with their presence at 
the Great Room^ in Spring Gardens, oa the 22d of 
April ; and expressed their satis&ction in observing 
tike several genuine performances exhibited there^ 
and the flouriBbing state of the polite arts among 
iheir subjects^ 

At arquarter before nine o'clock in the morhmg 
of th^ Mb of Jtily^ their Royal and Serene High- 
nesses, the Prinze and Princess of Brunswick^ ^et 
out in one of his Ms^esty^s coaches for Dover^ on 
their return to Germany. The youpg Prince of 

^irunswick set out sometime b^ore tjieta*^ 

N a 

8331)75A 
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Hk Royal Highness Edward Augastos^ ]>akr 
«f York and Albany, who had set out on his tra**^ 
vels through France and Germany, died at Mik 
naco, about eleven o'clock in the morning of the 
17th of September,, of a malignant fever, after a 
severe illness of fourteen days. His Royal High* 
ness had danced rather too. much at the chateau ot 
a person of fashion ; and this had not only fatigued 
him, but occasioned a very strong perspiration. 
As soon as the ball was finished, the Prince gave, 
orders for his carriages to be got ready imme-. 
diately,to set off for Toulon; from whence he was 
distant three or four leagues. The gentlemen of 
the train. Colonels Morrison and St. John, and 
Captain Wrottesley, earnestly represented to hnr 
Royal Highness the necessity of his remaining where 
^^^e was, if not to go to bed. The Prince insisted 
on proceeding ; and, notwithstanding a slight 
chillness and shivering the next day, he went at 
night to see a comedy, but was obliged to leave 
the Theatre before it was over. Soon after his 
arrival at Monaco,^ his fever became unconquer- 
able. His Royal Highness, now convinced that 
he must die, with the utmost calmness and com-^ 
posure of mind adjusted every step consequent of 
the fatal event himself. He ordered that Qaptain 
Wrottesley should bring the news to England, aiid 
instructed him ia what method it should be dis- 
; closed. The Captain was first to wait on Mr. Le 
Grand, of Spring Gardens, and with bim to go to 
Leicester House, and them to Glouce^er House ; 
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aod haviag communicated the event to the Dukes, - 
his brothers, to proceed to their Majesties, submit-^ 
ting it to the King and Queen in ^hat manner, 
and by whom it should be communicated to hi» 
royal parent. The body was opened and embalmed^ 
and was ordered by Commodore Spry to be put on 
board his Majesty*s ship Montreal, Captain Cosby, 
to be brought to England. On the arrival of the 
news in London, an order was sent to the managers 
of both Theatres to suspend acting. On the 3d of 
November, his B4)yal Highnesses remains wer^ de- 
posited in the royal vault in King Henry the Se- 
venth's chapel. 

In the preceding Session of Parliament, his 
Royal Highness had been granted an annuity of 
80002. ; and the same was awarded to his brothers, 
the Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland, in ad« 
dition to what they before received out of the civil* 
list. It is remarkable, on the second reading o€ 
the bill for this purpose, in the House of Lords, ti 
protest was entered against it, signed by Lord 
Temple only. 

About noon on the 3d of November, her M ajeiity 
was safely delivered of a Prince. Her Royd 
Highness the Princess * dowager of Wales, the 
archbishop of Canterbury, several lords of his Ma- 
jesty's most honourable privy-council, and the ladies 
of her Majesty's bed-chamber, were present* On 
the 10th, the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayof 
and Commons of the city of London made their 
comiplimsnts, in which they begged leave *^ to 
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express their luifeigned joy on the safe delivery ^ 
that inost excellent Princess^ the Queen, aod th^i 
farther increase of the royal family, by the birth 
of another Prince/' Also, ** to offer their sincere 
conddlence on the much* lamented death of hiif 
Majesty's royal brother, the Duke of York, whoae 
many eminent and Princ^^ly virtues had most 
justly endeared his memory to all his IVlajesty's 
feyal subjects." Hit* Majesty, in his gracioiui 
answer, said, '^ I thank you for this loyal address/ ^ 
and added, ^^ I regard your condolence on the 
melancholy event of the Duke of York's death, |mi 
an additional proof of your attachment to me and 
my family." They had all the honour to kisahis 
Majesty's hand. On the 30th, the young Friaoe 
was baptised by the bishop of London,, (the urch^ 
Mdbop of Canterbury being indisposed) by the 
name of Edward. Their Serene Highnesaea the 
iiereditary Prince and Princess of Brunawick, Hut 
feigning Prince of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and bet 
Boyal Highness the Princess of Hesse were spon* 
sors by proxy. 

The 2 1st day of December, this yew, waa the 
first time that prayera were publicly read in all tiie 
Popish mass-houses, throughout Irehuid, for hia 
Majesty King George the Third, Queen Gfaaiu 
lotte, the Prince of Wales, and all the royal family^ 

In consideration of the tender yeani of his Royai 
Highness Prince Frederick, his Majesty granted a 
dispensation under his royal sign-manual and seat 
of the order, for pyesting his Royal Highness with 



Ae degree df knighthood ia as ample a maffAier a* 
if his Bojal Highness had persondly performed 
all the accastomed solemnities. 

[n the beginning of the year 1768, the city of 
London presented a petition to his Majesty, pray^ 
ing that public mournings might be shortened^ 
which was graciously received, and a great nam* 
ber of Spitalfields weavers, masters and journeys 
fiien, went in grand procession from Spitalfieldf 
through the city to St. James's, in order to retuna 
their thanks to his Majesty for his declaration to 
shorten court mournings. 

Qn January the 20th, the ball at St. Jameses, 
in honour of her Majesty's birth-day, was very 
iq[>lendid and numerous. Their Majei^ties came 
into the room a little before nine, when the ball, 
was opened by his Royal Highness the Dnke of 
Gloucester and the Princess Louisa Anne. lUii^ 
ttuets were danced alternately by the nobility tiH 
past eleven, when their Majesties retired, and the 
country dances then continued till one o'clock, wheh^^ 
the rest of the royal family and nobility retired. 

The King and Queen spent the greater part of 
this year at Richmond. 

His Danish Majesty, with 120 persons in his 
retinue, arrived at York, and proceeded on bis way 
to London. His Majesty was at St. Jamtls'i 
on the 4th of September; and, on the }9th, a 
very grand entertainment was given by the Ring 
end Queen to the King of Denmark, at the Queenli 
palace; at which the Princess-dowager of Wales, 
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the Duke of Gloucester, and a great nnmber of 
tfae nobility were present. His Danioh Majesty 
went to the Queen's palace at half an hour past 
seven o'clock. The ball was opened abcHit nine 
o'clock, by the King- of Denmark and the Queen : 
after which his British Majesty danced a minuet 
with the Duchess of Ancaster. Country dltnces 
then commenced; and, about eleven, their Ma* 
jerttes and the nobility withdrew to partake of the 
elegant entertainment provided ; soon after twelve 
Qountry dances re-commenced, and were cohti* 
nued till half an hour past four o'clock, when the 
King of Denmark withdrew^ as did their Majes* 
ties and the nobility« 

The King of Denmark's table at St. James's^ 
was at the expence of the King of Great Britain^ 
Besides inferior ones, there were two principal 
tables i that of h\s Danish Majesty was very grand, 
and the dessert elegant and ^perb« The whole 
daily cost was estimated at 84/. exclusive of the 
-wines. A grand and magnificent entertainment 
was given by his Majesty at Richmond Lodge to 
the Danish King, on the 24th of September. Her 
Boyal Highness the Princess-dowager of Wales 
^Iso gave one, on the same occasion, at Carlton 
House, October the 1st, consisting of three tables ; 
cng for their Majesties and the Princess-dowager 
fif Wales ; a second for tfae King of Denmark, and 
HO of the nobility ; and the third for his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, his attendants, 
&c. The Danish King gave a superb masked 
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ball al the Haymarket, on the 10th ; and the next 
day had a numerous levee at his apartmisnts in St. 
James's. On the 12th, his Danish Mdje^y took 
leave of the King, Queen, and royal iamily.' 

About seven o'clock in the evening of the 8th of 
November, her Maje^y was taken in labour, of 
which notice was immediately sent to her Royal 
Highness the Princess-dowager of Wales, the arch^ 
bishop of Cauterbuty, the two secretaries of h'tate, 
aifd the ladies of the bed-chamber^ &c. ; when, at 
balf past eight, her Majesty was safely delivered 
of a Princess/ The following day a great number 
of the nobility attended at the Queen's house, to 
enquire after her Majesty's and the young Prin- 
cess's health, and they were all entertained with 
cake and caudle. Two messengers were* sent 
away to the court of Mecklenburg, and also to 
other courts, with dispatches to notify the safe 
delivery of her Majesty. At seven o'clock in the 
evening of the 9th, the two young Princes of Stre- 
litz (brothers to her Majesty,) arrived at St* 
James's from Germany, and were immediately 
conducted to the Queen's house. 

The city of London presented a congratulatory 
address to his Majesty on the birth of this Prin- 
cess on the 14th, in the usual form, and his Ma- 
jesty graciously returned th^ usual answer. 

The young Princess was baptized by his grace 
the archbishop of Canterbury, December the Ttb, 
iti the grand council-room at St. James's, by thf^ 
name of Augusta Sophia. The sponsors were th» 
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eldest Prince of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and th^ 
Buobesses of Ancaster and Northumberland a^ 
proxies for thi^ Queen of Denmark and the Prin- 
Ge«8 of Brunswick. 

The Princess-Royal and Prince William were 
inocul9.ted for the small-pox, at the Queen's house, 
December the 12th; and their Royal Highaess^ 
were put under tlie care of Sir Clifton: Wintrinjf- 
ham, physician to his Majesty ; Sir John Pringley 
physician to the Queen; Caesiar Hawkins, Esq. 
serjeant-surgeou ; and Fennel Hawkins, Esq. sur« 
geon to the Queen. Their Royal Highnesses had 
the small -pox in the nK>3t favourable manner^ 
The eldest Prince of Mecklenburg Strelitz (now 
in London,) was twice inoculated for the sniall: 
po^ ; but no eruption hping appeared, it is sup- 
posed his Highness had it in a natural way, in so 
favourable a manner as to, have escaped the nottc<; 
of .his family. 

The ode intended for the new year, 1769, was 
not performed on account of its falling on the 
Sabbath. 

The Society of Ancient Britons waited on hL^ 
Royal Highness the Prince of- Wal^s with their 
annual address, and received a benefaction of 100 
guineas. 

Her grace the Duchess of Kingston was pre* 
rented tq their Majesties at St. James's, March 
the 18tb, who honoured her Grace, by wearing 
her fayoun»j as did all the great pflEicers of state. 
The Duchess of Kingston led the fashions of thp 
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iSay : her Grace wore pendent on her left shoialder, 
the picture of the Electress of Saxony ; and, from 
her example, other ladies began to wear miniature 
portraits in the same manner. 

His Serened Highness Prince George Aiigustuft 
of Hecklenbarg, was, on his Danish Majesty*:! 
request, signified by his ambassador, invested 
with the Danish order of the £lephant. Th^ 
ceremony was performed in the King's closet. 

The King, having received a box of diamondil 
and other rich jewels as a present from the Nabob 
of Bengal, by the hands of the Earl of Rochford, 
presented her Majesty with the chief part of them. 

The weavers of Spitalfields having been inclined 
to riotous meetings, and some of them under sen- 
tence of death for their illegal proceedings, thd 
Sheriffs of London and the civil officers wer6^ 
actively employed in preventing their assemblieff. 
On the 18th of December, Sir John Fielding 
attended near the Queen*s palace, with the con«^ 
stables and peace-officers of Westminster, to op- 
pose and prevent any tumultuous proceeding that 
might happen. The weavers had attempted to 
force their way with a petition to his Majesty, ia 
favour of their unfortunate brethren. About ,106 
went to the Queen's palace with a written papei% 
in the form of a petition, praying that mercy 
might be extended to the unhappy convicts' of 
their body. They behaved with great deeency j 
and, after having given their petition to one of th^ 
pages, in order to be delivered to th^ person tf 
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^boQiv H was addressed, they went back to their 
respective homes. 

The guards .were ordered to M oorfields, hut the 
Lord-Mayor sent his compliments to the com- 
manding officer^ acquainting him, that he would 
pot give him the trouble of bringing the men into 
the liberties pf the city^ as he hoped to preserve 
the peace with the civil ppwer. 

There wat not only a want of harmony without 
doors at this time* but also n^t^in ; there having 
been a violent debate in the House of Conimons 
relative to Mr. Wilkes. Mr. Burke poured forth 
a torrent of invectives against the folly anc} 
wickedness of the ministers of the crown, and 
enlarged on the dangerous consequences of the 
assumption and abuse of a discretionary power in 
'the Commons. The cabinet seemed equally unset- 
tled. Early in 1770 Lord Camden resigned, and 
Mr. Charles Yocke, attorney-general, a man of the 
highest professional ability, accepted, the great seal, 
at his Majesty's request: but, in consequence of 
bis sudden death, the seal was put into commission 
till the beginning of the next year, vi^hen it wai 
jgiven to Judge Batburst ; Lord. Mansfield, it) the 
meantime, officiating as Speaker. . It was report- 
ed that Mr. C. Yorke died in consequence of the 
rupture of a yessel inw^ardly ; but it was positively 
fisserted, and generally believed, that having, con- 
trary to a promise he had 'made his brother, accept* 
ed the, seal, and being afterwards refused admission 
to that brother, when he wished to explain the mi^- 
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unable to endure the torture of his own reflections, 
Hkkt he put a period to his existence. The Ddka 
of Grafton also resigned, bat not in disgust. Tha 
Earl of Bristol resigned the privy-seal to the Earl 
of Halifax; and IVIr. Dunning, the solicitor-gene- 
nd, that €toployment to Mr. Tfaurlow. Borne 
changes took place also in her Majesty's household. 
The. Duke of Beaufort resigned his post as master 
of the horse. The Right Honourable . Thomas 
Robinson, Esq. was appointed Tice-chamberlain 
to ber Majesty. Her grace the Duchess of North- 
umberland resigned her office as one of the ladies 
of the bed-chamber, February the 7th ; and, the 
same day, her place was supplied by the Countess 
of Holderness. 

The King's popularity at this time began to de«^- 
crease in consequence of the several prosecutions 
which occasioned addresses and remonstrances from 
the cities of London and Westminster. His Ma- 
jesty rejected the remonstrances, and the following 
satirical play-bill against his Majesty'syriend^, was 
widely circulated : 

** At the Theatre-Royal in the Cockpit, will be pre- 
sented a Tragi-Comedy, called 
The YouNa King, or The Mistaki, 
Written by the late Mrs. Behn. 
The principal. characters by 

His-- L M 

TheD— .ofG L H 

h N Mr.D— • 

L W . 

Jhe P— D of W 
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To which will be added a farce called 
Neck or NoTBtN«; 
la which the principal characters will be pflrfovkiiod^ - 

by bis G— the D of G , 

Places to be taken by the D of G ■»■ (only) 

at the T y, or at his house in*' &c. 

A riot took place at Drury Lane .Theatre ; ^ 
following hand-bill having been difltribnttd in 
aeveral coflPee-houses, and in the ayenaea of the 
Theatre : 

" To the Public, 

** You oannot be ignotant that one wretefa in that hifii» 
«ioa9 banditti hired by Adimnistratioa to cj^plain amay 
the rights of an .insulted People, is the author of << A 
Word to the Wise/' As a comic writer, his uni?ersal 
want of abilities has rendered him contemptible. As a 
politician, his principles, are detestable. For these united 
ireasons, you were pleased to forbid the representation of 
his play on Saturday, and prevent its performance last 
night. 

*^ The author himself begged leave to withdraw it ; yet 
llis party are now determined that yoUr shall 'support the 
writer, though you reject the play. 

<' This night's representation is for his benefit. Shall 
he, with impunity, assume a power repugnant to your 
own ? If the privileges of managers be imposition, the 
duty of an English audience must be obedience. 

** Tuesday, March 6, 1770.*' 

This occasToned a violent disturbance ; one part 
of the audience insisted that " False Delicacy" 
(written also by Hugh Kelly,) should not be per- 
formed, and the other part was equally resolute 
that no other play should be substituted. The 
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continued noise prevented tbe curtain from rising 
till half-past six, (the usual time then was &ve,) 
.when Mr. Garrick came forward, and desired the 
audience would be pleased to tell him in what 
manner he should act. He was then asked, if that 
night* s performance was for the benefit of Mr. Kel- 
ly ? He assured them that it was not ; and said, the 
only method that occurred to him, of quieting all 
would be to dismiss the house. This they would 
not agree to ; and, after half an hour's delay, 'the 
play began^ and was acted throughout, notwith- 
standing the unremitted accompaniments of hiss- 
ing, clapping, screaming, throwing apples, oranges, 
&c. Mrs. Baddeley was so disconcerted by an 
apple that was thrown at her, that she made an 
abrupt exit. 

On the 11th of March her Majesty dropped 
one of her ear^^rings at court, and a most diligent 
search was instantly made for it, but without suc- 
cess : a foreign gentleman of distinction was seen 
to stoop, but it was, he said, to pick up his slpeve- 
button. 

At a splendid entertainment given by the-Lord- 
Mayor at the Mansion house, on the 22d, the fol- 
lowing anthem, by Mr. Handel, was performed : 

^^ Health and long life to our gracious Queen, and all 
the royal family. 

*^ May happiness and glory be the portion of his Ma- 
jesty, bis family, and people. 

*' Prosperity to the city of London." 

Grand martial piece by Mr. Ruth. 
' ^Mftf justice and msdojn goyern all thepablic coUDGilt. 
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*^ May the fundamentof liberties of England he ever 
*TeTered and defended. t • ' < 

^^ May the noble assertors and protectors, of Eagfidi 
liberty be had in perpetual honour. 

Full piece by Mr, Ruth. ■ 

^^ May the violators of the right of election and petir 
tion against grievances be confounded. 

^' May the wicked be taken from before the King, that 
Ms throne may be established in righteousness." 

On the 22d of May, between eight and nine 
o'clock in the morning, her Majesty was happily 
delivered of a Princess. Her Royal Highness the 
Princess-dowager of Wales, his grace the archbi- 
shop of Canterbury, several lords of his Majesty's 
Inost honourable privy-council, and the ladies of 
her Majesty's bed-chamber were present. 

It should have been observed that Mrs. Draper 
attended the Queen with only her two first chil- 
dren ; for in consequence of her continued ine- 
briety. Dr. Hunter afterwards became her Majesty '^i 
accoucher. 

On account of her Majesty's safe delivery, a 
little before one, on the 30th, the Lord-Mayor^ 
tl^e Aldermen, the Sheriffs, and Common-Council, 
set out from Guildhall with their congratulatory 
address. In going, after the Lord-Mayor, Sir 
Robert Ladbroke, Mr. Alderman Alsop, and Sir 
William Stephenson had passed through Temple 
Bar, the gates were suddenly shut against Mr. 
Alderman Harley, (who was next in the proces- 
sion,) by a mob, few in number, who directly be-* 
gnn to pelt him with stones and dirty and putted 
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kirn out of his chariot, opposite to the door of the 
Sun Taviern, into which he was forced to run to 
preserve his life. After continuing here some 
lime, he went away in a hackney coach, with a 
gentleman who ^had accompanied him ; but not 
without being followed and insulted by part of the 
mob that at first beset him. As soon as the Lord<^ 
M^yor heard the. gates were shut, he sent Mn 
Gatei^, the city-marshal back, who opened them 
without any obstruction, and the whole procession 
(Mr. Harley^ excepted,) arrived ot St. James's 
about ten minutes before two, the time appointed 
for their reception. After the Lord-Mayor had 
waited in the ^nti-chamber of St. James's a consi- 
derable time, the lord-chamberlain came out with 
a paper in his hand, and read to the following 
effect : ^' As your lordship thought fit to speak to 
his Majesty, after his answer to the late remon- 
strance, I am to acquaint your lordship, as it is 
unusual, his Majesty desires that nothing of this 
kind may happen for the future." 'The Lord- 
Mayor then desired the paper might be given to 
him; but the lord - chajmberlain said he acted 
officially, and had it not in orders to deliver the 
paper. The Lord-Mayor then desired a copy : 
to which the lord-chaniberlairi replied, he would 
acquaint his Majesty, and take his directions ; but 
he did not return until the order was brought for 
the whole court to attend with the address. The 
address alluded to the awful sentenee of cenfiure 
passed upon the city in one of his Majesty's 
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speeches ; and his Majesty, in his answer, ebser^ed 
<* My sentiments on that subject continue the same." 

On the 17th of June, in the evening*, her Koyal 
Highness the young Princess was christened in 
the great council-chamber, by his grace the arch* 
bishop of Canterbury : her Royal Highness was 
named Elizabeth. The sponsors were the here- 
ditary Prince of Hesse Cassel, represented by the 
Earl of Hertford, lord-chamberlain ; the Princess^ 
^oyal of Sweden, represented by the Countess of 
Holderness; and the Princess of Nassau -Weil- 
bourg, represented by the Countess- dowager of 
Effingham. 

On the 2lst, at five o'clock in the morning, the 
Lord - Mayor (the Right Honourable William 
Beckford,) died, and was succeeded by Alderman 
Trecotbick. A statue was erected to his miemory 
by Jiis adherents. 

At a grand levee held at St. James's on the 2Sdf 
his • Serene Highness Prince Ernest of Mecklen- 
burg Slrelitz (brother to the Queen) was present 
for the first time since his arrival in England,* 
Their ' Majesties went afterwards to Richnlond, 
and returned to St. James's on the 9th of August, 
when the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, with his 
family, appeared at court, and received particu-^ 
lar marks of their Majesties' attention. The 
Queen made the young Princess a present of a 
rich diamond and pearl necklace. After shewing 
the jewels to the Princess, her Majesty asked, if 
l^he might put them round her Hfghness's vieck ; 
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which honour beipg politely accepted, her Ma-> 
jesty declared that they became her $0 much that 
flhe must wear them as a token of her remtftn- 
brance and regard. The Prince, with his family, 
took leave of their Majesties^ and in a few days 
after set out for Paris. 

On the 23d, a woman meanly dressed found her 
UFay up the back stairs to the Queen's private 
apartments, and entered the room where h^ Ma- 
jesty was sitting with the Duchess of Ancaster. 
The woman took a survey of the room with great 
composure, her Majesty and the Duchess being 
too much alarmed at first to interrupt her : at 
length the Duchess had the presence of mind to 
ring the bell, which brought up the page in wait* 
ing, who with great difficulty turned the intruder 
down stairs. 

The Queen's popularity now began to increase ; 
her Majesty, though she enjoyed a good state of 
health, was, during this year, tdsien so ill on her 
way to Richmond, that she was obliged to retura 
to St. James's : the public were soon apprised of 
ber happy recovery. 

. Both the King and Queen frequently visited the 
Theatres whenever her Majesty, as a mother^ could 
make it convenient. This year they went to the 
Theatre Royal, Cbvent Garden, to see the '^ Way 
to Keep Him,'* with " Harlequin's Jubilee." On 
their entrance they were saluted with continued 
eiaps and huzzas,^ which lasted a considerable time, 
as they were also on their departure. The per- 

p2 
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formers in the pantomime having to ring the bells, 
6rst sainted the andience with *^ God save the 
Kfng/* and afterwards their Majesties with ** Bri- 
tons Strike Home;" at which approbation was 
again testified by repeated shonts of applause/ 

Their Majesties repeated their visit this season 
toCovent Garden, to see the ** Orphan," and the 
" Rape of Proserpine."^ They were received with 
the t^hest demonstrations of pleasure and affec- 
tion : tlie music was called upon to play '* God 
Save the'King-" 

The pregnant state of the Queen prevented her 
visits to the Theatre at the close of the year; 
though their Majesties were importuned to honour 
one of the perforraantes of Mr. Savigny with their 
presence* This gentleman came out as AcKrnet, 
Tn " Barbarossa ;" and a lady was so affected with 
his acting, (or pretended to be) that she exclaimed, 
*' Oh, he cuts me to the heart !" " No wonder/' 
rejoined a wag near her, **.for he is the son of the 
razor-maker to his Majesty." 

It was customary with the Queen to invite (once 
in the year) all the ladies of the bed-chamber and 
maids of honour to partake of a private evening's 
amusement of cards and music. This year, a 
lady, lately returned from the continent, finding 
herself not mentioned, as usual, in the invitation, 
was so exceedingly mortified, that she went to 
court, January the 18th, in double splendour, 
preceded by eight footmen, (ipstead of six, her 
usual compliment on birth-days,) all in new live*- 
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ries» being resolved that her last appearance in 

that polite circle should outshine^ if possible, her 

first entrance into that assenibly. 

Between eleven and twelve in the night of the 

26th> their Royal Higbnesaes the Prin6ess-do wager 
of Wales and the Duke of Gloucester landed at 
Dover from Germany, and arrived at Carlton 

•House on the 27th. The Ring* having been in* 
formed. of their. arrival, came to town from Kich^ 

^mond/and after staying some time to congratulate 

them on their safe arrival, returned to Richmond.' 

On the 3d of December his Royal Highness 

•Prince. Edward and her Royal Highness Princess 

f Atigusta Sophia were inoculated for the small-pox, 
by Pennel'and Ceesar Hawkins, Esqrs. and had it 
in a most favourable manner. 

The 1st of January, 1771, was obsetved at 
eourt as a high festival. Her Majesty was dress- 
ed in a crimson silk saque, ornamented with curious 
pearls and precious stones, a present from her Royal 
Highness the Princess Amelia. At noon the new 
year's ode, written by Mr. Whitehead, was per- 
formed before their Majesties. 

The 1 8th was celebrated as the anniversary of her 
Majesty's birth-day. Their Majesties received the 
usual compliments at. St« Jameses. The ladies made 
a most brilliant appearance on the occasion, dressed 
chiefly in English manufactures. The ball was 
splendid, and ended about tw^l^^- It was opened 
•by his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester 
und Duchess of Bucclc^gh^ 
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The gentlemen of his Royal HighheM the 
Prince bf Wales's newly appointed household melt 
at the Queen's palace, for the first time, on the 1st 
of May. A separate table was kept on the occa-- 
«ioii. Kew palace was t!hiefly devoted to the 
Prince's education. 

At half an hour past four o'clock in the mornings 
of the 6th of May, her Majesty was taken in la* 
botir, and notice, as usual, sent to her tloyal 
Highness the Princess - dowager of Wales, the 
archbishop of Canterbury, the secretaries of state, 
and the ladies of the bed-chamber. A little before 
six o'clock her Majesty was safely delivered of a 
Prince* This was announced to the public by the 
riiiging of bells, hoisting of flags, and firing the 
Tower guns. The ceremony of christening the 
yoUng Prince was performed on the 1st of July, 
by the archbishop of Canterbury. His Royal 
Highness was named Ernest Augustus. The 
Isiponsors were his Serene Highness Prince Ernest 
of Mecklenburg ' Strelitz, (second brother to her 
Majesty, who had arrived from Germany on the 
22d of June,) his Serene Highness Prince Man- 
rice of Saxe*6otba, re|>resented by the Earl of 
Hertford, and her Serene Highness the hereditary 
Princess of Hesse Cassel, represented by the Coun- 
tess of Egremonl^ 

The following affaiY happened at the Qaeen^s 
house during the mght of the 24th of June. A 
woman, decently dressed, passed by the porter 
with a basket, and enquired for one of the attend*- 
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ants; sbe went into one of t\ie officets, where 
»he left the basket, and then went through the 
avenue. A boy belonging to her Majesty^s house** 
hold saw the woman lay the basket down» and 
being curiouf), looked into it ; when, under some 
green leaves, he found a fine male child about two 
months old. The boy being much surprised^ 
screamed very loud, which alarmed several peoide« 
and at length the news reached the ears of th<$ 
King, who desired the child to be brought to 
him. After viewing the infant, his Majesty or-» 
dered it to be sent to a careiful nurse, and to be 
nanFied George. A memorandum was found with 
the child. This affair occasioned many curious 
conjectures. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the 
Bishop of Osnaburg, the Duke of Cumberland, 
the Duke of Mecklenburg, the Prince of Bruns- 
wick, the Earl of Albemarle, the Dukes of Marl«> 
borough and Grafton were installed Knights of the 
Garter at Windsor, September th^ 26th, in pre- 
sence of the Sovereign. 

The Queen gave a benefaction of 400 guineas 
this year, to the Hospital for Lying-in Women in 
Brownlow Street. 

His Majesty, notwithstanding the crosses of 
this year, preserved the utmost composure in his 
execution of public affairs. The Lord-Mayor 
(Brass Crosby) the day before he was to proceed 
at the head of the livery to St. James's, with a 
remoBstrance for the removal of his Majesty's 
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^ widced and despotic ministers/' received notice 
from the lord-chamberlain, that it being unpre** 
cedented as well as impracticable to introduce so 
numerous a body, no person beyond the number 
allowed by law should be admitted* Hi» lord-^ 
slup, however, with his usual attendants preseot^d 
the petition next day, but they were totally discon-i^ 
certed by the cool and dignified firmness of the 
King's answer^-" I shall ever- be ready," said he^ 
♦* to exert my prerogative as far as 1 can constitu- 
tionally in redressing any real grievances of my 
subjects ; and the city of London will always find^ 
me disposed to listen to any of their well-founded 
complaints: it is, therefore, with concern, that 1^ 
see a part of my subjects. still so far misled and 
deluded, as to renew, in such reprehensible terms, 
a request with which I have repeatedly declared I' 
cannot comply." The Lord-Mayor and Aldermanf^ 
Oliver, being members of the House of Commons^ 
incurred its severest censure ; but, resolutely per- 
sisting in the justification of their conduct, they 
were committed prisoners to the Tower, where 
they remained till the rising of Parliament. 

The lord- chamberlain signified ta the Duke t)f 
Cumberland, by order of the King, that his Roya* 
Highness's presence at court would be dispensed 
with; B.r)d it was also signified to the ministers 
and all the servants of the crown, that if any 
visited the Duke and Duchess of Cumberland, they 
should not appear at St* James's. 

This prohibition was occasioned by his Royal 
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Bighfie^s liavmg married^ a few months before, 
Mrs. Horton, relict of Colonel Hoiton, and daugh"* 
ter of Lord Irnham. His Majesty was also hart 
at the private, though long-snspected marriage ot 
bis other brother,- the Duke of Gloucester, to the 
Coantess - dowager of Waldegrate. These mar<^ 
rii^es operated so mlich on the King's mind, that 
he sent a particular message to Parliament, recom^ 
na^ending the consideration of the subject,, apd an 
act was accordingly passed. The dishonour re- 
flected on the orowu' by unsuitable alliances,, and 
the former experience of the great erils arising 
from them, rendered the propriety of some re-* 
straints evident : but' it was alleged that they were 
earned too far in the new act, by being Extended 
to all the descendants of George the Second, who 
might in time comprehend a very numerous de- 
scription of people. According to the provisions 
of this act, tlie marriages contracted by the royal 
family, from the time of its having passed, were 
declared null and void, unless with tiie previous 
approbation of his Majesty ; but in case the parties 
shall have obtained the age of 25 ye^rs, and givc^ 
notice to the privy-council of their intention of 
marriage,^ such marriage. shall beheld good in law; 
unless the Parliament shall, .within the space oi 
12 months, declare its disapprobation of the same. 
On the 14th9 her Royal Highness the Princess 
pf Brunswick arrived at Carlton House, fr^n^ 
Brunswick, and aftei^wards paid a ^isi^^ U their: 

Majesties at the Queen's paliiceK 

a 



. ^}^ Itl^^ Jwttary. 1772, beiag obsfrvi^d M 
hiwr Majesty's birtb^^ay, the ball wa3.yer|r brUliant^ 
Mil WW opened by the Prince^ of M^cklenbttfiip 
^ud tbe DiacbMs of Gmfton* 

Heir jioyal Higbtiess tfa^ PrioceuKlo^agxijr of 
Wales died ou the 8tb of February. She. bad 
tenderly embpned the King the oigbt befcrre } and 
when h\% Mi^esty was infermed of her death, hi 
eame, kissed her lifeless haad, and bur«b ittki 
tears, fiis Serene HighneiKS t)|e Did^e of Sax«i> 
G:otha» brother to the Friooesa-dowager ef WaleSf 
fjiied at his pahice in Eriedenstein, <ni the Itth of 
Kebruary. 

The King and Qoeei^ aad the reigning Pdus oS 
MeckionbiiTg Schw^n and Strelitz were spomoxv 
to the new4>dm Fr^ice of Meekleiibiirg, who waa 
ait this tifise baptized by tb^ names of Gee^rga 
diaries Ifrederidi:. 

In oons^quence of a reviplutioa at tb^ ceuit ef 
CJopedbagen, (^tain Macbride sailed wi(h tno 
Ingres to bring away the uafortonate Qoeen of 
Denmiirk. This resolution was effected by ^ 
intifigiies and bonndlesf ambition of the K.iBg'a 
Bftotbep-in4aw« This artful wpmap, eagerly beni 
on securing if* possible the. sueeession foi; Ijiec owii 
son, the ILiiig's halfrbrother, left no means unteied 
to alienate the' aifectio^ns of the royal pair ivom 
each other. Moi these ayttempts not answering 
her purpose^ she entered into more desperate 
schemes in concert with some discarded phiceinen^ 
and under the sanction oi^ a warrant, compulMfiljf; 



4MMiJd fypvk &^ imhedle Kib]^ of Btemolfrk, 
Coante Sfruenee and BrMtdt, hii <ddef iii»Mten% 
vere thrown into « dnb^eon, awt tite yodi^ Qudtib 
Waff^ coniimitted dose pristeer to tbe castia ef Cmc^ 
wtoboi^. Tiu^y were chained with a conspiMdy 
Ui foorce the King to i»igti aii act of rakmckrtiioil) 
imd 4;o Mlablish a regency, by .wkich the goi^ 
t e rmnert was io b« iodg^ed id the hatid^ of Umi 
yk}mig Quern and the two fOTonrites. The liltl«r 
luflfered on a scaflbhi about ^lee months after '^ 
but Hie Qtieen w^s dlowed, throng^ tiie pow'^^M 
iatterposMoii of England, to retii« front' the l>sMidl 
ASntimimis* She Was ^ haiie an appbintmiBivl of 
f60O^*' a;-yekr fvoto Denmaik, to enabl^ h^r ta 
keep a court at Zell, in the dominicui'of Kiifo^i^; 
b|it her Majett^ expressed a wish ti reii^' to 
Eiigliuid. The BritiiAi King was; exaesdfng^ 
aflbcted by thd skuation of hik aafiirtihiate smtet^/ 
while Hla ^ibpatbetic cobsett adhtidistbred e^Mpy 
kiddof consc^km; 

The celebration of his Maf^y's birtlf-,da^ 
Hiis year was, ei^o^pik llie flrstr lifter his' jftces* 
rion, the most splendid sines the <^dmnic(M?e<^ 
meat of his reign. The ladies were disHngnidieid 
bjr a profusion ol dtamobds^ tor tfacr^yate^ oil 

A'tle^i^e Wte'liddiat>8t. JauesVcb tihei llth^ <tf 

Jannary,^!?'^, ahd while-Sit Jixin^Bt^jj Kl^l^t 

^ the Bath, Wits atteiMhtg it; {let ws^sei^ #f<li 

a^t, and bating beclh /^nried ^liottie in «/ ehairi 

died tike ff^owSngindrmng'. 



, It Tras repoi<t6d by Mr. MilclitU^ tile, 
umbassador, then at Berltn, i^at the Mavqaisof 
Titchfield, afterwards Duke of Fortlaodt bdnif 
4m his travels, was introduced to the King of 
Prussia; when their discourse turned on the 
divisions in England, and the unpoptftlarity of the 
£riti£»h court. After conversing for some time» 
and ejEpatiaiang on the causes which had ocicasioned 
aoch discbntjBiitSy his Prussian Afajesity siidr-^ If 
I were to sit on your throne for three days, I 
!WouId make yon know what it w«s to have .a 
King.'' *^ Please: your Majesty/' replied, the 
young nobleman, ** I do not think you. wouhi be 
able, to keep yourseat on the English throne for 
^hr^e hours/* 

On the 27th, about £ve o'clock in the morning, 
the Queen was taken in labour, when his g^ce 
the archbishop of Canterbury and the right-hoi^ 
liourable the lordt-chancelior, with other officers of 
state, were sent for j but before th'^ir arrival,, her 
Majesty was safely delivered of a Prince^ about 
ten n|inut^s before six, and both her Majesty and 
the young Prince were as well as could be expects 
^. At noon, thie Park and Tower gqns were 
:(ired on. the occa^ion^ In the afliiernoon, tnessen^ers 
were sent with dispatches to the courts of Brans? 
wick, Mecklenburg StrelitXy and iieveral other 
courts, to notify the happy event* On the same 
day the Lord^Mayor went to court to pay; His 
pompliQuentS'to his Majesty on the occasion. This 
W^s their Majesties* ninth child, b^^ving oo!W s\^ 



ihriuMft stud tbree Princeases ; and the birth of the 
present prevented the Qaeen*s birth-day being kept 
As usual. 

' As the Lord-'Mayor this year gave notice that 
hi woald not go to^. PaaFs church on the day of 
King Charleses martyrdom, many invectives against 
his lordship, for this singularity of conduct, appeared 
in the public prints. 

The sale of the jewels, trinkets, plate, gold 
B^edalsy china, &c. belonging to her Royal High- , 
ness the late Princess-dowager of Wales, ended on 
Sd of February, when a curious French collection 
of silver medals of Louis the Fourteenth and Fif- 
te^ith were sold for only eight pounds ; and a 
German prayer*book, \trith various devices in gold, 
enamelled and embellished with diamonds and 
miniature*paintings, &c. was sold for 26 guineas* 
Most of the jewels were purchased by two jewellers, 
particularly Mr. Piquet, afterwards Piquet and 
Rundell, Ludgate Hill ; and, though the auction* 
room was prodigiously crowded with people of the 
first fashion, yet, from the then scarcity of money, 
they sold uncommonly cheap. 

On the 5th, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of London, made their compliments to 
his Majesty in the following short address :?-— 
" Most gracious Sovereign, 

** Youi: Majesty's loyal subjects, the Ix)rd-»Mayor,» 
Aldermen, and Commons of the city of London, in 
Common-Cooncil assembled, approach your Majesty 
with their congratolatiQns on the happy delivery of 



thcdr moM nmLIe^ftueen^ and "ffie 4M#tb «f aMAt^ 

'< Your faithful citizens Qf London^ ever iwdoiw 
Cert ycmr Majesty's fai^mess, and tbe tAie bontoiir 
and |irosperity of your feiga, wiU t*ontiinie ttf 
i^joice.ia eieeiy event which aedds to yonr IMajes^^ii 
domestic felicity ; and they hope that every brancii 
of the august house of Brunswick will add furtfaeif 
teeority to thoi!^ sacs'ed taw's and lil>erlies widch 
their ancestors wonld not susffiefr to be viblatect with 
iBipvnity > and which, \tk consequenoe of tii» 
glofious and necessary revulutioa^ that iVfue^triotat 
house was ealkd forth to protect and defend/' 
. To wbieh-addtesshisMajesty graciously answ'dreds^ 

^ I thank yon for this dutiful address,' and-yoi# 
toDgnitolations on the . happy delivery of tl» 
Qaaen, and the btrik of another Pri&oe; ']Blm 
valigianr lawil, and liberties of my people,^ ha^ 
ar«r been, and ev«r shall be, the constant object 
o£ my care and attention." 

They had ali the honourtokisi»hisMajesty Vhaftd*^ 
. On the. 35tb, the ceremony of christening thitf 
yopng Prince was performed in the great chambdgf^ 
At St. Jamea's, by the archbishop of Canterbnry. 
Hii^ Royal Highness was named Augustus Fradd** 
rick. The sponsoiv; were his Serene Highbeia 
the Diike of Saxe-^rotha, iHSpiieaented by tlie-EIarl 
of Hertfond, lordrchamberlain ; hia Serene Hifh- 
nesa Prince Geoi^ of Meckkhbttrg.«'Strell&^ 
ftfpi^sented by the .£arl>of Btislioi, gfcjom^of tb# 
fi*S>\^} and h^ Serene iiigiineift Princeas jM$m 



f f UflBsa GaMdy vejUttieiited Ibry VisoDuotesB W«jF- 
wsmtbyladjr oIlMrMajerty's be4K€haii]iiMru»va(ttii(p« 

St. I>avid:i; choy (Mavch the Ist,) vfm obMVved 
at cpoBtf this yeavy as a high feati^ak The Sooi<ityv 
however, were not perantted to s^p^oaeh Ki» Rojpal 
fi^fhnew the Pnoae^of Walaa, aaWora; but re- 
Miitad the uwia} pswant hy the hawdbi ol one of th# 
i|MahifWk. 

On the 26thy his Majesty received tha» prtittoa 
tad reiBiinstMiaae of the eity of London ; ^e^ Klin^ 
wm» attendod by a mnaeroii^ eo«ft, aad seea^^ 
very cheerful ; hot^ boibpo> tho €MmG» woM 
iDtniduced^ thajjp were given ta w^devstaod, &at 
^jbmy could not hav^e the honMr of kiii^^ hia 
If a^aty'ft band q,a the preseet ooeafipoiK 

About eight o'clock in the evening of May th6 
flttb, tha Bacheaaef Gloucester wa^ brMgItt to 
Wdl of a PafDOfaa. ' Previous to^ the d^Kvery' of llta 
Bwclliaaay the usual notice wa» senl^ to the- K.ifi^» 
saqoaatiTig he ^o«1d direct the proper off eers to 
arttapd the; bbth, ta prevenii any^ fitture dtahts ; 
hMt |ia nottco was take» q^ the nifeasa^. The 
arewt waa imvi^dliately not«ftect to the l^vd*ar6bbi- 
ahap o£ CJaoterbm^y, ami all^ ^ great^offleersof 
itBle» and a poss e i ^ p was dfapatc^ed^ to Kew^ to 
ac^jjttaiaitheia Mi^esti#» therowH^ The Frinee^a 
waa pi^i^wtaly baptised by tho lord bishop of Sh 
^^vid^)^ at Gloaeester Mbase, by the^ name oi 
lfep]^al|atikla% Hhe Prineeslt :Aane)i»Tnpersen$, 
aad aheip Boy al^Higbaeaaeaitbeel^ike and^ Buehesa 
of Cumberland being sponsors. The Qtaeeii) air 



l«t MBMOIRS OV .THE X-ATB 

well as his .Majesty, dbcoantenBiioed the King'e 
lately married brothers -y bat this must be ascribed 
to conjugal obedience. Soon after the Duke and 
Duchess of Cumberland set out for Dover, to 
embark for Calais, on a tour. 

The Earl of Guildford was appointed treasurer 
and receiver-general to the Queen, on the 29th of 
December, in the room of Andrew Stone, Es^v 
deceased* 

The ancient Britons were not introduced to his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in 1774 ; but 
the usual donation was continued. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 24th of 
February, her Majesty was taken in labour; and, 
at a quarter past six, was safely delivered of a 
Prince. 

On the 4th of March, the city of London con- 
gratulated his Majesty on ** the auspicious birth of 
another Prince," and they were all graciously re- 
ceived, and had the honour to kiss the Ring's hand. 

The christening of the young Prince was per- 
formed in the evening of the 24th, in the great 
council-chamber, by the archbishop of Canterbury. 
His Royal Highness was named Adolphiis Fre- 
derick. The sponsors were his Serene Highness 
Prince John Adolphus of Saxe-Gotha, represented 
by the Earl of Hertford; his Serene Highness 
Prince Charles of Hesse Cassel, represented by 
the Earl of Jersey ; and her Iloyal Highness tlie 
Princess of Orapge, represented by the Coonteia 
#f Effingham. 



this yeiif^, *^fflttfi^ tfstisa fefilintf, AH oAe xfrdi^p^- 

0ri tlVe tilh-^ Jiine, Mi 85*rene HigpTiTiesfe Pririte 
Erne^ of Meckleiibitrg Stref it^ (seccrtid bother to 
ilTe QiteeA,) arnv^tf ^ Kew frotrf fiatnoVei', on a 
Visit to theit Majei^ies, 

Th^ ©uchess* of Gfotfc^st^ wis tf&ftV^redf ^ 
another Princess this year, who receivM tm fi^tti^ 
if Ca^lfhe Augusta ISfaria, J^tily Ae ^8i:h. 

Another of the Qtreen's Iwolfiters, l^rince Ofiotgt 
Angtistuisf, Major-Oeneral, visitefl Vierink fof* the 
purpose of seeing tlie ditfereht encampmentsl It 
was rf custom of this Prince never to foek hh bed- 
ehamber door, which gav^ a tttief aif oppoi-tunify 
of fobbing hiin a1? Vi^nW, the first' riight he lay 
tfi^i*e, 6f hiB goltf wa1:ch, set ^lih diatnbhdij the 
fjnsignis 6( fh^ order of P6fenrf, and' his' purse, 
^ whi^ft Were altogether vataed al! 70bD flbrins. 
Notwithstanding every rhefhod ha'd bfeeii' used t0 
find- oVit the i^i^fl he eliMed tli^ most' dilig'ertt 
s^eaV^hes. 

iPhi^ yerfr fiie Ct^trntesSs-dowager of EifertghaW, 
one' of the ladies of her Majeirty*^ bfed-cHamb^r, 
dl^d' of a fright she re'cdved by hfer cldthes taking 
fire at her apartments in Hampton Court. 

Their Majfesties,*wrirenoWaccustomeS to rise at 
sY^ o'clock in this iriorriiti'g, and enjoy' the two 
sdecde'dirig h6ur's, wTlrch^ they dalled their own : 
ai ^^hi^Htie l^nrice of Wales; m Bishop df OsUa- 
burg, the Princess-Royal, arid' Priirces' WiBiaih 



ISO MSMOlaS OW THB X^ATXS 

and Henry were brought from their several hoaftea 
.to Kew Uoase, tp breakfast with their jllastriom^ 
relations, ^t nine their youoger.children 'attended 
to lisp or smile their gogd-morrows ; and while the 
iive eldest were closely applying to their t^s^ thi^ 
little ones and their nur9es passed the whole raonir 
ing in Richmond gardens. When the weather was 
unfeivourable in the morning, her Majesty enter- 
tained herself with needle-work. 

The King and Queen frequently amused them- 
selves by sitting in the room while the children 
dined ; and, otice a-week, attended by the whdle 
pfFspring in pair^, made th^e little delightful tour of 
Richmond gardens. In the afternoon the Queen 
fvorked, and the King read to her : all the children 
again paid their duty at Kew House before they 
retired to bed, and the same order was preserved 
through each returning day. Topography wa? 
one of the King's favourite studies ; he copied 
every capital chart, took the models of all the 
celebrated fortifications, knew the soundings in th^ 
chief harbours in Europe, and the strong and weak 
sides of the most fortified towns. He^could name 
every ship in his navy, and kept lists of his com- 
manders; and all these were private acquisition^ 
of his own choosing. 

The Prince of Wales and the Bishop of Osna- 
burg made a rapid progress in learning: eight 
hours close application to the slanguages and die 
liberal sciences, were the tasks daily allotted to 
their Royal Highnesses* 
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* Kxetcise, air, and little diet, >fere the ^rand 
fundamentals in the King's idea of health xtnd 
i^prightliness : his Majesty fed chiefly on vege- 
tables, and drank little wine. The Queen* tvas 
what many private gentlewomen styled whimsi- 
cally abstemio/us ; for at a tabl6 covered with 
dainties, she culled thfe plainest and the l^iroplest 
dish, and seldom eat of more than two things at a 
meal. Her wardrobe was changed every three 
months, and her greatest care was that English 
inanufactures i^hould be provided »for her wear. 
The Puchess of Kingston, when the Hon. Misst 
Chudleigh, and one of the maids df Itohour, had 
often assisted her Majesty's wardrobe, and who waiSr 
allowed to be the inchest Que^n of Europe in that 
respect. The tradesmen's bills were regularly 
paid once a quarter for M^hat came under the chil- 
dren's department. 

The King and Queen, during their daily walks 
tiT tides, were assiduous in discovering objects of 
compassion, and equally ready in giving their 
assistance whenever distress Wanted relief,* or in- 
dustry encouragement. The Queen was not only 
the mother of orphans, having clothed, educated, 
land provided for 50 daughters of officers in the 
army, and 50 daughters of officers /in the ns^vy, 
from the age of six tb eighteen; but also the 
friend of destitute widows, to a certain number of 
whom she allowed annual pensioYis according to 
their rsinks. The King never talked of state 

itffairs ta the .Queen -y indeed Lord Qhesterfidd 

R2 



f St »B¥f>flff fW V«f^ MOT 

jbcilieyed |ie i^i^yer j;po]fe it ^qrd of p.oUl4cs tm 

her. 

It ^ ^ ' 

irjje jf\fw y^j^r, |77^, wfis obsj^rved at jcourt f^;^ 
iDf5i|?l. TljP 4P f^oys pd^c^tQd for tb^ y^a irj m^- 
ijb^m^lfs, &c. jaChriff'^ ]p[p?pit^^ yfpr^ pre^e^^te^ 
fo }^|s ]y[^j.esty by tl^ei^ j^^r^siid^iit. < . 

^|}e l8tkof Ja^^acy ^a^ celebi-atpd W h»F M?^ 
jesty's^ birfji:^ay, ai]^ the pf^ijil: j^t St. J^iftf^'s ifrdf^ 
exceedingly aqpaeirqfj^ aB4 9p)|$f)did. , 

4:8frfi?^\? *9 ?^ »?*sagp frofp Jijsf ^^j^^y J^elar 
tiye $0 tj|e g?ttli|ig of BufJsipghai^ flop^eon the^ 
^a§en in lieu of S^qjnep^t J^quse,. |;jie f^lpwingr 
:r^s9lutjq?^? in tbe IJouise flf (^pipnions wejre rpj^qrt- 
f>c!, April tf^e 26tih : 

^ Th^t it ii| tlie opin^of) pf the Cqflpmittecs th»f 
the p^la^ lately known by thp ^^me qf Biicking- 
bftip Rqupe, aw} nqw called t|jp Qupen's Ifo^s^, 
Be settled on the Queen, in lieu of Somf^rset IJous^e^ 
^n cfise 8fae shall survive hi^ ]\f ajesiy. 

" Tl^^t frofli ai^d ^fter ifyp detepoiipatjw of suc^ 
sjettlpment, th^ said palace hf f^npex^d to^ ^^^d 
tested in the crown pf Great ISritain. 

** Th*t the. palace of Senjter^et Hpuscy w^ch|. 
by an act ma^.in the second yei^^ qf'bJ3 ^ajestyV 
feign, v(ras s^ttl^^ PP^^ the Queex^^ be yea^^d in. hiq^ 
l^^i^ty, hi^ihoirs, and si^ccessors,, for t|pi^ purpose 
of erecting and establishing c^rt^i^ public offices/^ 

Her Majesty, Carpjin^ ]\^iati^da, Q\teen of pi^yu- 
«^rk %i\d NpF.w^y, die(]^ at Zell, May the lO^h, of 
Of inatiga^Qt fei^er, afi^r an illness of fije day3» to^ 
lbs gu^t grief ^f tht^ Sriti^t^ ^iogf hei; .bij^thei:^ 



private as it was, amounted to 3000/. whicb w§m 

Mrw^'-^y ^^^^9 wt.pf )?M M«^y'» privy 

pf}f#p. 'f^ Pqu9^ of CpWfttoiis wftite4 flp tfei 

«Cf»sipp^ 4^d Ifia M^jepty " ret»jfi»e4 His ths«i}«| 
tf) t^t ^o»ii^/? for th^ foficfim jthfey (i:^pr^s^d fpf 

the gr^jit ip?f? vJii^h b»d i»^ppepe4 m ^ifl WU/f 

by thip dea^h qf his ^Js^r." 

m^ ^i^p?ty'5 bif th-r^«^y W»s cplehr?|;p(l n% 99m% 
wiHl iJi^p u?(j^J joy ^q4 spkn^dqw. I^ikI St^F;^ 
nioi^t'9 % A{i^^pw'§ CFc»ss, §et; rofti?d Yi\t\i diftr 
BdQp^^i ^H4 ^PPfiftdeil tp Ws fibbpw «f Jt^e ftr4«r 
Qf thp Tbistip, v»S e\x\ frpm il; by s»^)9ie s^rpiirf 
>yho fnp4^ o|r i)ndi$icovered, I^f w»« wqrtb WVCr 
yal hqpdrefd ppuod§» 

^iji J^itjyul IJi|fhnpss( tlie Pruiee of Wftles ♦nd 

7t(i, by tbp JJqkp of N^w^ft5t|e» whQ g^^e a W»8f^ 
ijiifipept rega^a ^t Qa,tlan4s. 

Tbe nt^i49 of ho^our belcw^iqg ta tba Qnew> 
J^ous^holdy baying p^ei^e^W a^ petition to the lordr 
ft^ward for ^ competuK^tjoa ip lieu Qf ^upperp* they 
b^ing seldfuu at. hiHi^ei the King, wb^ made 
^cqu^ii^tpd tberewithf ordered t\Xk i^dditiop of 70^ 
per ^mw^ ta ^eiv s^Urie«» Mrhiph liPok plaoe on 
the i«li of September. 

Their Roy^l }!l|^hi^<e9ise# the Friac^ £rne^ avid 
Augusitus, widi the Princess KUa^belihji wexj^ ipp^ 
culs^ted on the l^ of October. 

iJlli thoc 15th of November^ tb^is M^ei^eik wA 



1S4 iii&iioms ojf tjene la«c 

the royal family came to the Queen's palace foiP 
the winter. 

On the 1st of January , 1776, there was a nume-^' 
rous court at St. James's, to compliment theii' 
Majesties and the rest of the royal faniily, as usual, 
on New Year's clsly. At noon, the ode was pcr-^ 
formed in the great council-chamber ; and after-* 
wards, 40 boys from Christ's Hospital, were pre- 
sented to their Majesties. The drawing-room did 
not break up till after five o'clock. Their Majestiet 
returned, with all the Princes and Princesses to din- 
ner^ a little before six. The King was dressed in at 
claret coloured suit of clothes : the Queen iii a coUrt 
robe of silver tissue, and coloured flowers, with a; 
stomacher, head-dress, and' immense necklace, all 
composed entirely of the most valuable brilliants. ' 

Daniel and Roberj; Perreau, having been cOn- 
ricted of forgery through the machinations of Mrs; 
Kudd, who was acquitted of the crime for want 
of evidence, these unfortunate twin brothers wer6 
ordered for execution. Great intei'est was made 
in behalf of Robert Perreau, who appeared to 
have' been more a dupe than a criminal: a peti- 
tion in his favour, signed by 70 of the first bankersi 
and merchants of London, was presented to hii$ 
Majesty only two days previous to his execution. 

Mrs. Robert Perreau, and three of het infants; 
all in deep mourning, went with a petition to the 
Queen ; and, having gained access to the palace; 
her Majesty, who was passing through an anti- 
room in her way to the chapel, wai^ soddebjj 



^hock^d at seeing the unhappy woman end chtl* 
idf^n on their l^nees: the petition was held up ' 
with tears and lamentations, and her Majesty 
was exceedingly affected. "Oh, mercy— mercy !'* 
jexclaimed the unhappy woman"—" he is my hus- 
band, he is their father f' The Queen took the 
petition, heaved a sigh, and signified that the 
King should have it immediately. It was accord- 
ingly transmitted to his Majesty, who referred it 
Jto his .privy-eouncil : but it was thought that one 
brother could not be pardoned, if the other suffer-- 
ed^ and, as this was the. first conviction on the 
forgery ac|k, these unfortunate twins were executed 
4)n the 17th» 

The 18th being appointed to be kept a.<!s her 
Majesty's birth-day, at twelve o'clocl^ their Majes- 
jties, with the four eldest Princes, went from the 
Queen's House to St. James's; and, before one, 
ihe drawing-room began, when their Majesties 
Received the usual compliments. 

Ouring the drawing-room, the Earl ©f Mexbor 
rough had a most magnificent diamond order, of 
pmmense value, cut from his ribbon in the presence- 
chamber at St* James' 9« «, 

The King and Queen entered the ball-room at 
pine, when the ball was opened with ^ minuet by 
the Prince of Hesse and Lady Betty Stanley ; 
^e Prince danced next with Lady Essex. Lords 
Stanley, Maynard, and Garmar, then danced mi- 
nuets ; but very few other gentlemen, to the great 
4isapppinti|ient of several ][adie^. The minuelf 



trert dve* by fele^^en, #hdn the cbuirfry 3anctt 
h&gan i %hit Prtnc^ xA ftts^ danfced y^\itt Lad^ 
Bitty Stainiey; Lord Sfetnley w«H iMdf Cratf- 
fcoarrt^. ThWir Maj^sfiesr 4<aM to 6eA fottr cotintfy 
i^nce^^ And tliien reffi*^. Lotd North stmd at 
lite fcing'* rig'fit hand tlie'^hole evemti^. Lady 
Norffc ^aar in the Wd-ehraittberlainV bdx. Lady 
Btflcnl^y #as the beirt di^e^s(i^d femafe fn the room ; 
tt* had a ttioti^-colonred ssrtiti dreis, embroidered 
1^ri«b tah-fegated ddfem*ed flo^^erg, T^ith an atitiq\ie 
b^rdter oh a curirfiw pTah. lidcfy Gidi^oh sported 
#ii el«raofd5mn*y heatJon the oceasfow, ^hhih forced 
« irtftite fronk' the Qfo^n ; iXit Ibwer paVt of feer 
hair was like a man's wig, and the tippet* piirt 
terminatte*d in' a lofty pea&, like a g^rena^er'ii cap, 
^ith a botiq^et oh the top df aJf ;- white the h^^ids 
*f Lady Archer and Mitisi WeSt ^iere e^dh cx- 
^>hded Kke an 6peh fah. T\^o Qfnftker ladteii (Hfr. 
B^clay*s dahghtersj) Were no*i<ied for ffife ele^- 
gance and simplicity of theii* d^esisv LoAl* Mohsbn 
ti^asr IS^ be4€ di^e^sed gen-aehiahi' Ais Majesty 
Was ih^ K^ blue ahd ^!vet<, ahdl i^ Qbeehf ih's^ slnit 
f$rdft^»]*d^tfstt«ih. 

This month their Majestfesfv afceorhpahied' Bf Dhe 
Butih^tis^of \*rgyle, weht t* t^i'e GfeA9 ikdtmt, in 
Rifig Sirfeet,' Covertt GtiMeh- to sed fhte ^{ SpUt- 
t*5lfe']!iechahique;' (dr M*chafiical Exhibition J of 
lift*. i)ro2J.^ lfhfelting^aJhiti*«[!d hlihiteff By ehdea^- 
V6*rihg^tk) disedvek^ (Btit ^*i«iont effd^t,) thef jirin- 
<;ip1er6h i;^i<^a'^rh^%itfief t^as eAibll^d' to write 
^Hha^e^i'jlheuldlM^df^tdt^dfo'if. AtititH^i^ % Wk 
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drew the portraits of their Majesties in a most 
masterly manner, which they did Mr. Droz the 
honour to accept; and were likewise pleased to 
express their particular approbation of the several 
ingenious pieces of mechanism. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales re- 
ceived the ancient Britons on St. David's day, 
and presented thedi with 100 guineas fot* the 
support of the charity. 

The Duchess of Kingston, whose name has al- 
ready appeared in the preceding .pages, was, 
on the 22d of April, tried for bigamy and convicted. 
She was afterwards allowed to be the Countess of 
Bristol, but was no longer countenanced by the 
Queen. " • 

About six in the morning of the 25th of April, 
her Majesty was taken with labour. Notice was 
immediately sent to the archbishop of Canterbury, 
the secretaries of state, &c. ; and, at about seven 
o^clock, her Majesty was safely delivered of a 
Princess. 

On Sunday evening the 19th of May, (being 
the Queen's proper birth-day,) the ceremony of 
christening the young Princess was performed in 
the great council-chamber, by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. Her Royal Highness was named 
Mary : the sponsors were Prince Frederick of 
Hesse Cassel, represented by the Earl of Hertford ; 
the Duchess of Saxe Gotha, represented by the 
Duchess of Argyle ; and the Princess Frederica of 
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Mecklenburg Strelitz, represented by the Counjbeis? 
dowager of Effingham . r 

On the King's birth-day there was a splendi^ 
and brilliant court; and the ball given at St» 
James's, was well attended. It was opened by 
the Duke of Dorset and the Duchess of Devon- 
shire. The Queen did not go to the drawing?; 
room. 

The birth-day of his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales was observed at Windsor, August the 
12th9 with unusual splendour. Before nine the 
Prince, with his attendants, came to the King's 
apartments. At ten the King, Queen, and chil- 
dren, attended by the Duke of Montague, Lord 
Bruce, Lady Effingham, Lady Weymouth, Lady 
Charlotte Finch, &c. went in procession to the 
cathedral : the Princess-Koyal and her two sisters 
Stalked after their Majesties; the Prince of Wales 
and his. six brothers, (all dressed in blue and gold) 
following with their preceptors, and attendants on 
each side. When they came to the church door, 
the provost, prebends, canons, and poor knights 
received them; and, as soon as they entered the 
cathedral, the organ struck up, and continued till 
their Majtsties were seated. His Majesty, the 
Prince of Wales, the Bisliop of Osnaburg, and 
the Duke of Montague, before the service began, 
went to the altar, and made their offerings of gold 
and silver ; Dr. Bostock and Dr. Lockman re- 
ceiving the same in a gold dish. The arrangement 
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*f the royal family, when in the choir, was as fol- 
lows : — The Kitag sat in the dean*i» seat ; the Queen 
under the Duke of Gloucester's banner, with the 
Princesses standing at her side ; the Prince of Wales 
and bis next brother under their own banners; the 
rest of the children, with the ladies of quality and 
other attendants, in the upper stalls on the right 
hand of the choir. The procession from the cathe- 
dra:l was i tthe following order: — Poor knights^^ 
two an^Jf twoj prebiends, canons, provost, their 
Majesties, the Princess- Royal, with her sisters and 
their attendants ; the Prince of Waleii and the 
Bishop of Osnaburg, the rest of the royal bro- 
thers, two and two ; the Duke of JMontague, Lord 
Bruce, Ladies Effingham, Weymouth, &c. on each 
side. The gentlemen of the cathedral took leave 
of them at the door : their Majesties and the chil^ 
dren then went into the castle, and afterwards upon 
the terrace. The King, Queen, Princes and Prin- 
cesses went afterwards into their own apartmenta 
to dinner ; and, at half past six o'clock, the Prince 
ef Wales and the three eldest brothers returned tp 
Kew. 

On the 28 d a regatta was celebrated on the river 
Thames, between Richmond and Kew, in honour 
cfthe Prince of WaWs birth-day; at which their 
Majesties, and all the rest of the royal family were 
present. 

The 18th of January, 4777, was kept as thp 
Anniversary of her Majesty's birth-day. Their 

Majesties came into -the ball-room at half-after 

§2. 
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eight o'clock, and the ball was soon after opened 
by the Marquis of Lindsey and the Pachess of 
Devonshire. The minuets continued till half-after 
eleven, when the country -dances commenced ; and, 
at twelve, their Majesties iretired and the ball ter- 
minated. The King was dressed in a rich embroi- 
dered crimson velvet suit, and wore a most superb, 
sword; the hilt of which was adorned with dia« 
monds to an imn^ense value. The <^ 3n, exclu- 
sive of some rich breast-knots of ^w^ls^ was 
exceedingly plainly attired. Hitherto feathers 
were generally worn by ladies } but not a plume 
wa3 to be seen on the present occasion. Th^r 
most capital ornaments consisted of spring flowers 
and sprigs. 

During the drawing-room, a sharper found 
means to cut off, f;rom Sir George Warren's rib-* 
bon, the ensigns of the Order of the Bath, orna- 
mented with diamonds. 

The King's birth-day (June 4,) was celebrated 
this year with great splendour. Their Majestiei^ 
went to St. James's from the Queer's palace at 
eleven o'clock, where there was a very grand 
appearance of the nobility of both sexes to compli- 
ment them on the occasion. After an ode was per-^ 
formed in the great council-chamber, the drawing-, 
room began, which was remarkably brilliant ; and 
their Majesties, notwithstanding the apartments 
were exceedingly crowded, did not retire till near 
five o'clock. The King, as usual on his birtb-, 
day^ Was rather plainly attired; the Queen. wa» 



»08tiip][eiididly ornamented with jewek On ber 
head she wore a beautiful crown of brilliants, with; 
tleyen large diamonds stuck in hei* hair ; her sto-» 
macher, ibouquet, and sleeve-bows were also im« 
laensely rich, The ladies vied with each other ia 
their taste and elegance of dress ; but those par- 
ticularly admired were the Ladies Warren, Beau- 
ehatmp and Bamfylde. The gentlemen were^ 
chiefly in ^ilk of English manufacture* Their* 
Majesties xiutne into the ball-room at nine o'clock;;' 
and, afteit paying their compliments to the ladieS; 
^nd gei^lemen round the circle, the minuets began. 
^Tbe Duke of Dorset smd Lady Hinchinbroke. 
opened the ball ; about a dozen minuets wier» 
danced, and then the company rose to country* 
dances and cotillons. Their Miyesties left th«« 
ball-room exactly at eleven. 

Besides a petition from the city of London to. 
his Majesty in favour of Dr. Dodd, who was found 
guilty of forgery, another petition from the- 
Magdalen Charity was presented to the Queen* 
The wife of the unfortunate delinquent also pre* 
wnted one to her Majesty ; and upwards of ^,000 
of the inhabitants of Westminster signed another^ 
which was given by Lord Percy to tiie King. Dr. > 
Dodd had been a favourite preacher at the Mag- 
dalen chapel, and both the King and Queen were, 
interested in his fate; but the former was persuaded 
to withhold the attribute of ni^rcy, (as it had not , 
been extended to the Perreaus) and the unfortu- 
nd« Doctor suffered on the 27tb of June. . , 
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jesty was infonned of M rsr. Williams's applidafioB 
and the cause of it, but took no notice of the affidr. 
When ^he Queen was taken ill, dispatches were 
sent for a wet-nurse : but one had miscarried ; th^ 
^second had not been delivered ; and the third was 
confined with a dangerous cancer. Her Majesty, 
when apprised of these disappointments, imrne^ 
diately exclaimed, ^' Send for the dreaminff woman/' 
Her card having been found in the rack, a mes- 
senger was sent for Mrs. Williams. Though 
Lieutenant Williams and his lady were ,in bed, the 
latter being awake, heard the sound of a horn at 
a distance ; and, rousing her husband, told him, 
that she was sure the Queen's carriage was coming 
for her. Vexed at being disturbed, the husband 
told her that she was still dreaming; but the coach 
flbon reached the door, and the messenger called out 
the name of Lieutenant Williams. Mrs. Williams 
finding her dream realised, soon adjusted herself 
and her infant, and in a short time was introduced 
to her Majesty. The Queen looked at both her 
and the child, and told her to go into the adjoining 
apartment. Mrs. Williams was afterwards inform- 
ed by the lady of the bed-chamber, that her Majesty 
was very much pleased with her appearance, and 
with that of the child, and Mrs. Williams^ infant 
was immediately taken away, and provided for. 

The Queen, though hitherto inactive in political 
matters, had exerted her influence, after the death 
of Lord Halifax, for the Earl of Sufiblk, who was 
appointed secretary of state for the northern de- 



]MMrkinent, on that nobleman's engaging to iHtanage 
the embarrassed affairs of her Majesty's broth0r, 
his Serene Highness the Prince of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz. The slender means of this family were 
inadequate to the expences of a British court ; and 
the debts incurred by the frequent visits of her. 
Majesty's brothers to London, amounted to SO^OOOI. 
The Earl of Suffolk was faithful to his engage** 
ment It must be acknowledged that the Queen 
.occasionally assisted her family at Mecklenjburg^ 
Strelitz, out of her own private purse. 

About this time a woman of pi-eppssessing ap- 
pearance and manners, imposed upon some of the 
most respectable inhabitants of the West fndia 
Islands, assuming the name and style of a sister 
to the Queen of Great Britain.' She displayed a 
{Picture of her Majesty set with briUiants^^ and 
several other valuable trinkets. ^She also show- 
ed, as in confidence, a correspondence between, 
her Majesty and herself, to confirm the truth of 
her assertion, that she had been pompelled to 
the desperate step of throwing herself on the 
protection of the court of London to avoid a 
hateful marriage ; and, finding the Queen of En- 
gland joined with her brother to make her the 
sacrifice, of a political union of interest with a 
neighbouring potentate, she escaped to another 
hemispheve. This female swindler so^ plausibly 
related her story, that mafty gentlemen made her 
lavge presents : but she took care to depart before 
a packet could arrive with replies to any enquiries 
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cdncertiiiig her narrative. /When the Qileeti #ii» 
informed of the imposture, she expressed a Wafai 
sense of the loyslHy and mnnificence of the W«M 
liidiansy and an earnest wish that the Womto Who* 
had so deceived them cotild be clis^ovet^, ai»d 
{ilaeed ib drcnmstances to make a better appti^ 
cation of her talents; Hef* Majesty, on thi9 otea- 
fiion, uttered a sentiment truly r6yal. ** I am 
certain," said she, ** that the misuse of fine abili- 
iieii has occasioned almost all the fatal events that 
hare af&icted the humah race ; and to give those 
misg'tiided people a right dire(5tioti, by removing 
the temptations of poverty, is the most Valuable 
privilege of wealth and poWei'l If that titihappy 
woman be hot reclaimed and indt^cted, she liiay 
be the instrument of incalculable mischief, and 
come to a shameful end." The most diligent 
search could not discover the pretended Princess 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz: biit it was afterwards 
surmised by many, that the famous Mrs. Rudd, 
\vho brought the unfortunate l^erreaus to an un- 
timely end, was the person who had assumed so 
near a relationship to her Majesty ; as she had, 
after a trip to' Paris, long left London, on a sup- 
posed visit to the continent. Others have imagined 
that the impostor Was a Sarah Wilson, a domestic 
to one of the maids of honotir, (Miss Verilon,) who 
had been tried, convicted, and Sentenced to death, 
about the year 1775, for having rbfebetf her Ma- 
jesty of several valuable jewels, among whitih was 
-a miniature of the King. Her life was spared^ 



iy^r^Hgh the ipjt^rqesa^on oC her Maje^t^i ((^|i qpn^ 
d^QQ (^f bem^ tmn^portied for lif^i ai>d^ ^ may. 
he ^^^rr&A, that IMrs. ^^eM had pbtajiD^ th^. 
mi^itttiiee f«0$n Mw^h Wilaoii, as that lady had 
h&m ia)!ways i^tad far h^ dif^siHiulfition, 

On the 3d of January, 177«, sk» tb^ KiRg ww 
^0timg out of hia clmir in the f^mnge near;tbe 
Friary^ leaduig to the back stoira, @t. JaipeB^, a 
vdmail suddenly rusdied before the ohair, and'^was 
gokig to lay hdd oa him, but }hs Ms^esty, thQQgh 
with difficulty, avoided her* Tba KiBg as(ked her 
wh§t she loratited; to which i^be gnv^jm inspudeiit 
aaswer^ and said her name was Qiaec^ Bed^. ^h^ 
^terwands' said that her nan^ WM$ "Rfuhwfi^ 
'O'Hara, and ikaA s^ was hoim in IreJapd^ fmA 
had been IB England five yeans, a«d thftt ^ 
Jo^^ near a public house in Red X^on-a^^rf* 
iOn anqitiry ibis was foiuid to he false, and ii) o^'d^ 
to detevmine whether she was raally out ^h^ 
senses, Sir J.obn Fielding .Gooamitted h^r to TothiH 
Fields bridewell for further examination* {t hf^v- 
ing been alterwards fMroved that she was a lauatiCf 
fH^per £are was taken of her. The ^^fsu, ^hen 
informed of the circumrtance, n^oolleeted tlie 
manner in which her Mi^esty and the J)aghef;s pf 
Ancaater I»id been preyiowly ^abu'iu^d, find g^ve 
4itiict M^tB to her .dpnestics to prey^at a^ WMch 
as possible die ingiress of any stranger 

On the ad 0f May his Majesty and the QQcen 
iSftt out »t .six in the rn^nrning £rom the Qoieen's 
fibHi»e to Yi«k Bectsmoi:^, wliere th)By Arrived 

T 2 
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about three quarters past twelve, when they were 
saluted by all the guns round the works and the 
garrisons. Their Majesties got to the conoimis- 
8ioner*s house about one o'clock, escorted by a 
party of the 3d or Queen's regiment of dragooD 
guards. His Majesty was attended by the Mar- 
quis of Lothian, gold stick in waiting, the Hon« 
Colonels St. John and Harcourt, two of his aid- 
de-camps, and Lieutenant-Greneral Carpenter, his 
equerry in waiting j and her Majesty by the Mar- 
quis of Caermarthen, lord chamberlain of his 
Majesty's household, and the Countess of Egre^ 
Inont, one of the ladies of her bed-chamber. The 
standard was immediately hoisted in the dock- 
yard, and the workmen assembled and gave their 
Majesties several cheers as they passed* Their 
Majesties were received at the door of the commis- 
sioner's house by the Earl of Sandwich, Lord 
Amherst, Lieut.-General Monckton, the Commis*- 
sioners of the Navy, and the Commissioners and 
Officers of the Yard. His Majesty left the house 
at half past five in the afternoon to visit the yard. 

On the 3d (Sunday), at ten o'clock, their Ma- 
jesties went to the garrison chapel, where they 
heard divine service. After which their Majesties 
had a public levee at the governor's house, and 
were waited on by the mayor, aldermen, and cor* 
poration of Portsmouth with their addresses. 

At seven in the morning of the 4th, the King 
went to the gun-wharf, and viewed the ordnance 
stores, &c# At a quartet past nine the Queei^ 
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trenl in the barg-e to the yacht, which lay half 
way to Spithead. The barge was preceded by 
Admiral Pye, with his flag flying, and followed 
by the other admirals and captains in their boats, 
drawn up in fonr regular lines, and amounting^ to 
fifty boats. The ships in the harbour were msinned, 
and on getting out of the harbour, the guns of the 
platform, the Block-house fort, and South-sea 
castle, saluted her Majesty as she passed. Her 
Majesty ^ot on board the yacht at half-past nine* 
All th^ ships at Spithead were manned, and th^ 
fleet saluted her Majesty with twenty-one guns 
«ach. At a quarter past ten the barge returned to 
the dock-yard, and his Majesty embarked oh board 
fier, iattelided by the admirals and captains in their 
boats, and was saluted at Spithead in the samfe 
manner as her Majesty. The King received three 
liheers as he passed each ship. At half-past eleveii 
his Majesty went on board the Prince George; 
where the standard was immediately hoisted, the 
fleet saluting with twenty-one guns. 

The yacht, with her Majei&ty on board, sailed 
round the fleet; the shipif were all manned, and 
gave three cheers as the yacht passed. At half* 
pQ^t twelve the fleet saluted the Queen with 
twenty-one guns as her Majesty passed by the 
•Prince Creorge. At one the King left the Prince 
George, and went into the barge, receiving three 
cheers. The barge was preceded by Admiral Pye 
and followed by the admirals and captains in 
'^fae flf^et in their barges, and the King ^ent on 



159 MB1IOIE9 OF TWV I4A.TK 

lioard ||ie yucbtv which lay 9t anchor to windward 
of the Aeet, at half^past on?, where their Majeg^ 
^ies dined^ The Queen's health was dranli:^ foU 
}Q^f0d by a g^ner^l «ali|t^ from the fleet of twenty^ 
five gams e^kch. Their Mqj^i^ left the yacht art 
|ia)f-pa8t>^ht, landed at the dockryard, and went 
to ik^ co^Nniasioner's house. 

On the 7ih of May, at hulfp^ ast seven^ their 
Mi^esti^s ^ oiit fpr the sea^ of the laite Ewl of 
Halifftil^f ^t StanMead, in Susaex, a^d returned 
#t a i^mrter pa^ thr^e^ to dinner. 

On tb^ 0th^ ^bont ei§^ht in the morning, their 
lifl^astiefi got into their post^i^h^ise at Por|;sni^H.th» 
iKid Arrii^ed M Ibe Qneen'a house ^t hidf-past four. 

The a0ath 9f the fUirl^ Cbs^th^im on the Uth 
4>f May fi^fip^ted both %he King wd Queen with 
Ihe d^^e^^^ sen^uhility. This nobieiinan'» iniiriyu* 
fjie« liad JoBg prevented his dttendanoe on the 
/iulies of PiarKameat ; but the pri^sent b^ing sm 
impprtsiiri; eri^ifi, w ooMequenoe of the Ainerician 
war and the trje^ties cpni^uded hy the French king 
iwi(h th^ Awmcm r^^Isi, (the noble lord made 
•H elSw^t to attend the htmse, in order to defend 
4be QondujtH^ of ipiinisteris^ ; though his extreme 
iMNUiy w<e(9knefV9 rendered it neceissary for him to 
|»e supported on eaph side in goi^ froffi hi^ e«r* 
npige. After two or thriee nAsuqce^id attends 
|o reply to ihe Puke of JRichnvMid, he fell down 
in a eonv^ulstye fit. The House of Comniw^ 
not only Agreed that his funeral f^ho^ld be at th^ 
|Hibtt^ e^^f^nce. ^nd » jw^i)M»eHt*f rafted |o }» 



MMMrj at WertmifisAer Aklbey^ but «ko to imM 
dtetf the King, teqticfstiDg he would be gracioDsly 
pAM0ed ta make a peramuent provision for the hte 
Earl's family. His Majesty mgnited httf reaily 
MMpUance with the revest* However, the mo* 
lion for hottonrtDg the rettiaiiie of thtd illustrieoii 
fitate«tiaaii was, in the Hoasie of Lords^ lest by a 
Majortty of one. The bill also for settling an an* 
miity on the inheritors of the title of Cfaatbanty 
notwithstanding; its smooth passage through the 
lower house, was violently opposed, bat at letigUi 
€sarpi0d by a tuajority of 42 to 11. 

On the 28th of September, the King and Queefi 
eet ^ out at one in the afternoon from Windsor 
Castle to visit Winchester and Salisbury. They 
arrived at Winchester about halt^past five in the 
afternoon, and alighted at Mr* Penton's house, 
where they received the congratulations of the 
mayor and corporation, and of the master and 
fellows of the college. Their Majesties supped 
and slept at Eastgate house. During their stay 
ihe Queen held her tevees there, and the King at 
St. John's house. The next morning he reviewed 
the troops, and went into the tent prepared for 
his reception, where he afterwafds dined, as did 
the Queen in another tent prepared for her Ma-^ 
J^sty. 

On the 30th their Majesties viewed the cathedral 
and the college, wher.e they were addressed in a 
Latin speech. As soon as they returned they set 
off ihstantly ifor ^lisbury« They ordered sumi^ot 
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money to be left for the poor at the disposal of th# 
mayor; for the three senior boys on the foundtn 
tion, for the debtors in the prisons* and for otlier 
charitable purposes. 

. Their JUajesties arrived at Salisbury a quarter 
before three in the afternoon, and^ere addressed 
by the bishop and clergy, by the dean and chapter^ 
and by the mayor and commonalty of the city of 
New Saram. . After visiting the cathedraj, &c« 
they, continued their route to Wilton house, where 
ti^ey were received bythe Earl and Countess of 
Pembroke, and addressed by the mayor, recorder, 
&c. The next day their Majesties left Lord 
Pembroke's house, and returned to Wilton house. 
An officer's widow petitioned the Queen in 
favour of twelve orphan children, setting forth hei? 
inability to support and, educate them, and stating 
the circumstances which had reduced her to ex* 
treme indigence. Her Majesty commissioned i^ 
confidential pei*son to make enqitirtes; and under-r 
standing that the widow's statement was correct, 
she ordered the children to be taken away ; and 
they were all supported and educated at her Ma-^ 
jesty's expense. The Queen was afterwards in-* 
formed that their mother was married again, and 
that her second husband was in opulent circmm-* 
stances; and this being $ilso proved to the satjs-* 
faction of her Majesty, she sent home all the 
children to her. 

About a quarter past seven o'clock in the even* 
in^ of Octpber t^e 8th, the King and Queen set avi 



from St. Jwies's, toi stand qxlnsQrs tQ tHe new- 
Wo daughter of the Dqke apd Pacjiess of Ciuin- 
dQs/ H^r Majesty was dressed in white i^lk» 
flfpanced yfiih silyeff and a superb diampjJicl stp* 
macher. The Countess of jlertford^ as lady pf 
tlie hed-^bamber in waitiogt attepded ^ the 0€- 
easipn ; as also the ma^is of lH)mwr» ^l\ dreaiied in 
white. His Majesty was atteyided by liord Hert^ 
fofd ai}d the Earl of Windbelsea. Tbe IVincej^ 
Royal did not go from St. Jamea^s^ as was e¥*^ 
pected. The cstnoify, gold fringe^ and tassels, 
and iUumination of lamps in the hall, at the en- 
trance pf the bonse of lus Grace tbe Dpke of 
Chandes» for tbe reception of their Majesties, and 
the Princess Royal» tbe rich canopy under which 
tiiey sat, the new chairs and cushions fqr the chris- 
tening of bis Grace's daughter, with the chande- 
lier and other decorations^ cost upwards of 8000/. 
besides Hke apparel of the child daring tbe cere- 
mony* The fpUowing night about twelve o'clock 
^e child died, and the nex^t mol'ning a me^nger 
was dispatched to Windsor to acquaint their Ma- 
je^sties and the Princess Royal of it* A striking 
instance this of the vanity of grandeur ! Pow often 
dp we see tlie poor man's childf who has been 
christened without any pomp» enjpying not only 
blooming health, but length of days ! 
. On the 19th their Majesties set out from the 
Queen's House for tbe camp at Warley^ and ar^* 
rived at Thpmden Place, in Kssex, the seat of 
the Right Jion. the Lord Petre, at three o'clock. 

V 
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The review took place on the 20ihf much to tha 
satisfaction of the King, and the following day 
their Majesties, attended by their ^uitesi and Loj^ 
and Lady Petre> left Thornden Place, on their 
way.to Navestock) the seat of the Earl of Walde-p 
grave, where they arrived at eleven, and then set 
out on their return to the Queen's House. During 
their Majesties^ stay at Thornden, they were most 
magnili Gently entertained by Lord Petre, at an 
es pence of upwards of 1 2,000/, 

On the 22d of November the King and Queen, 
attended as before, set out at eleven o'clock from 
Kew, and arrived at Montreal in Kent, the seat 
of Lord Amherst, a little » before two. At nine, 
the next day, they left Lord Amherst's house in 
their chaise, attended by their snites, and also by 
Lord and Lady Amherst, on their way to the camp 
at Coxheath. Passing through the town of Seven-^ 
oaks', their Majesties were pleased to stop their 
carriage at the door of the school there, which is 
of royal institution, and were addressed in a short 
speech by the master thereof. His Majesty then 
proceeded to the camp, where, having reviewed 
the troops, he remained till the evening gun had 
fired, when, mounting his horse, he proceeded to 
Leeds castle, the seat of the Hon. Mr. Fairfax, 
^here his Majesty arrived, as did also the Queen, 
at seven o'clock. The castle, and the approaches 
%Q it, wej?e elegantly illuminated in honour of their 
Majesties, and the several General officers and 
Colonels in camp had the honour of diniug wit|i| 
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his Majesty/ The corporation addressed l^e King 
at nine o'clock the next day, and also waited with 
m address to the Queen* At eleven their Ma- 
jesties left Leeds castle, and arrived at the. Queen's 
house at four o'clock. 

At the very close of this year^ a stack of chiuiT 
nies was blown, down at the Queen's palace, which 
broke through the roof into .the apartments of three 
of the young Princes. Their Majesties got up and 
went into all their apartments, to see if any of the 
children or family were hurt; but no disaster had 
happenedi though it was next to a miracle that the 
three Princes were not killed in their beds. 

Her Majesty's birth-day was not observed, as 
ilsual, the beginning of 1779, owing to her ex- 
pected accouchement. Several applications were 
made for the wet»nurse's situation, particularly by 
a female elegantly dressed in blue and silver; but 
who, on being introduced by a lady of the bed- 
chamber, readily anticipated, by her Majesty's 
lopk, an immediate refusal. She had, however, a 
candid, but peremptory answer : — << Your appear^ 
ance is that of a au££N, and not of a nues£." 
Her Majesty was delivered of a Prince, February 
the 25th ; and, on th^ 23d of March, the ceremony 
of christening the young Prince w^s performed in 
the evening at St. > James's, by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. His Royal Highness was named 
Octavius. 

The Knights elect of the Bath assembled in the 

Prince's chamber, Westminster, on the morning 

U2 
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of the )9fh of May, when sevarnl Kirig^hts ^wVrt 
installed both personalty and^by proxy. His RojiA 
Highness Prmce Frederick sat as Ck-eat Nts^s^ 
knd was remaikably easy and elegunt throughodt 
the ceremony. A gallery witii erected oVer the 
deor 6f the chapel, in which the ^kice of Wales, 
with twd of his brothers, sat to iee llie cereikiiDny. 
The Qii^n, abd others of the h>yal children, Were 
placed iti a gallery built JTor that purpose ttear the 
great western ddor of the abbey, from tiphence 
they had a ftill view of-th^ procession through ^thfe 
abbey to and froth the chapel. The whole cere- 
mony was finished by half after two, and in the 
^evening, a grand bkll was given by the Ktiights 
who were iniartaUed, at the King's Hieatre in IM^ 
Haymarket. 

The Queen's birth-day was kept this year^n its 
proper day (as it usually was) by the maids of 
honour. The King's was celebrated at court, 
according to annual custom, and J;he Qfueen on this 
occasion appeared eitceedingly briHiant : her cap 
wais always remarkably neat, being neither invi- 
sibly diminutive, nor ridiculously large. ^ . 

In the morning of June the 14th, Prince Wil- 
liam Henry, their Majesties' third son, «et off for 
Portsmouth, to go on board Admiral Digby's ship, 
the grand fleet going out on a cruise. His Royal 
Highness went as midshipman in the Royal 
George. 

In conseqyence of the death of the Edrl of 
'Soffiitfcy Lord StormQUt was made secretary of 



i^te; ike Ikrl ^ We^moQth a sMonjI tittle 
Msfgned the seafe of th^ southern dlepaitnaenly 
Atefa weire tmnifeiTed ti» tiie Eari of HiisbwMgli; 
mid Lord Crower hajvio^ qviittod: the presid^iit^s 
^}mtf k ^TM filled by Lord Baitharat. The Queoa 
Jbeard of Lord ISuffoik^^s death vfiik deep conceniy 
b«t appeared 4}uifte iadiffereat aboat the appc»i«l- 
Dient of hie soeceagor. 

An estaUiebment had been formed thel)eginiiHi|r 
4of this year for hia Royal Highness the Prince ^ 
^Walesi bat of a dieiider nature, until he took im 
^Mat in the House of Peer% which eould not take 
^laee until he had attained the age of twenty •knm^ 
fiia Royal Highness now evinced a laudable dia- 
^jposition to patroniee the arts^ 

The Prinee of Wales had made a rapid progress 
4a the olassi^cs. In 1780» he read Virgil and Ho- 
•race with uncommon beauty, and displayed much 
grace and elegance in the most difficult passag^es 
4^ declamation, not having that rapidity of Utter- 
ance foic which the King (bis royal fiither) waa 
i^malrl&able in conversation. The Prince bad been 
Under ^ tuition of Hie Earl of HoUemease; but 
tiiat teoblemaa had observed with pain that a secret 
influence had prevailed, which be considered not 
only as dangerous, hnt exceedingiy injurious^ to 
him, now invested with the authority of governor. 
Certain books had been recommended to the peru- 
sal of his Royal Highness, of vrfaich the £arl 
complained, as they inculcated principles unfit for 
the mind of a British Prinw. The Earl, conse^ 
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qnently, feeling the diminution of bis interesti re^ 
quested leave to resign : the application was com- 
plied withy and a new arrangement took pl4|^. 
Dr. Markham was advanced to the see of York as 
a recompence for his faithful services, and Leonard 
Smelt, Esq. the sub-governor, (who, at a meeting 
in Yorkshire, made a whimsical padegyric on his 
Majesty) retired with a pension. Lord Bruce 
was appointed the governor : who, for a nobleman, 
was a very good scholar, but not distinguished for 
Lis erudition, nor by any means qualified to super- 
intend the education of a pupil so skilled in the 
classics, and so eager for improvement as, his Royal 
Highness. In a literary conversation with the 
governor' and the Prince, some days after this new 
appointment, the student found occasion to correct 
his master. His lordship's deficiency in Greek 
was demonstrated by the Prince, and it became a 
subject of merriment ia the palace and fashionable 
circles, that the pupil had puzzled the governor. 
His lordship only remained in 'the place! about a 
month; and, in order to soften the disgrace of 
being turned out, he was created Earl of Ayles* 
bury. The Duke of Montague Was then raised 
to the distinction, and the department was filled in 
a manner worthy of his Royal; Highness, and of 
the British court. 

The New Year's day was celebrated according 
to custom, and an ode performed on^ the occa- 
sion. ' A 

The Queen's birth*day was also -kept as usual. 
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Her IVf ajesty was pleased to find that she had 
corrected the ridiculous fashion of ladies^ head- 
dMSses, whichi by false hair and plumes, used.to 
]^r raised to a monstrous height. To the Queen 
may also be ascribed the gradual abolition of the 
extensive hoops which- occupied so much rodniiii 
assemblies, &c. 

The Ring's birth-day was likewise celebrated 
with great splendour. The ode, by. W, White- 
head, Esq. poet-Iaureat, contained the following! 
Terse : 

*^ The genuine offspring of the Brunswick name, 
ProTed his high birth's hereditary claim, 
And the applauding nation hailM for joy. 
Their future hero 'in th' intrepid boy,'* 

. On the 15th of June their Royal Highnesses 
the Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland, having 
been now reconciled to the King, wenttox^ourt 
for the first time since their respective marriages. 
The foreign ministers resident at thc; court oi 
London, had private audiences respectively of his 
Royal Highness the Dukie of Cumberland, in con* 
sequence of this agre.eable reconciliation. At tha^ 
same time most of the nobility, and persons of dis*** 
tinction in town attended to pay their compliments 
on this occasion. - ■ 

^ Her Majesty was safely delivered on the 23d. of 
September of another Prjnce : and the ceremony 
of christening took place on the 31st, in the great 
Council Chamber, by his Grace the Archbishop of 
Canterbury ; when his. Royal Highness was named 
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Alfred. The flponsora were his Royal Highneas 
the Prince of Wales, his Royat Highoesa Prbee 
Frederick, Bishop of Osnaburg^ and her RcynA 
Highness the Princess Royal. The congratulato^ 
address which used to be presented by the Lord 
Mayer, &c. on this occasion had been discontinued 
lor some time, owing to the yei^ations of the 
American war; but the usual demonstrations of 
joy were testified by firing of guns» ring^ing of 
bells, &c. 

His Royal Highness Prince Frederick was thiji 
year promoted, by brevet, bearing date the Ist of 
November, to the rank of colonel in the army. 
On the 30th of December his Rbyal Highness 
left Buckingham House, accompanied by Colonel 
GrenviHe,. on his way to the continent. Nothing 
conld be more affecting than the parting between 
the Prince and the Royal Family. Their Majesties 
hot\k wepi severely, and th^ Prince of Wale^, ki 
particular, was so much affected with the misfor- 
Ime of being deprived, for so long a period^ of 
the sole companion of his youth, that he stood in 
« state of entire insensibility, tc^lly unable to 
apeak er to express the concern he felt so 
strongly. 

On the 1st of January, 1781, his Roya) High^ 
ness the Prince of Wales ^ was declared of- age, 
and appeared at court in his new character. His 
Royal Highness however was not yet qualified tq 
^t in the House of Lords. 

Their Majesties' birth*days were celebrated ia 



- Jf^ntmry W^ JttP^ i\ds year a$ usual/ The ode 
Of) thf ItS^t^r Qccasi^n cpucluded tbqs : 

■k ^^ £ven this auspicious day would wear, 

A brighter face of joy serene ; 
And not one raffling gale of car«, 

Disturb the halcyon sceae : 
Oa lighter wings would Zephyr moTe, 

The 9119 ^iiik added lustre shine. 
Did pe£|ce, descending from aboye. 

Here fix her earthly shrine : 
Here to the monarches fondest pray V, 

A just attention yield, 
And let him change the sword of war, 

For her protecting shield.'* 

Hij5 Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland 
was a principal dancer at the balls. 

In the month of Aug'ust his Majesty took hh 
l^oynl Highness the Prince of Wales to the Nore : 
^m the 17th they embarked at Greenwich in dif- 
ferent yachts, and proceeding down the river, were 
:s^uted a« they passed Woolwich warren by the 
ships in Long Reach, and by Tilbury and Graves- 
epd forts, and about four in the afternoon anchored 
in Sea Reach. At five o'clock in the mofning of 
the 18th, the yachts got under way, and arrived 
at Black^takes about nine. The King and Prince 
went on iihore, and visited the dock-yard and new 
fortificatiQus. Abput twelve they left the yard, 
wd returned to the Nore, where they were saluted 
by Vice- Admiral Parker and his squadron, who 
were that moment come to an anchor. The Vice- 

X 
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Admiral had the honour of dining with his Ma* 
jesty ; and in the evening the King and the Prince 
went on board the Fortitude, in which s^ip^e 
admirars flag was flying. The royal stapdard ms 
hoiifted, and th^ whole fleet saluted with twenty* 
pne guns each. His Majesty soon after retired 
into the great cabiut where the captains and i)fficers 
of the squadron were graciously reeetveil) and had 
the honour to kiss his Majesty^s hand. The King 
^nd the Prince, after visiting the several parts of 
the ship, returned to their yachts, and sailed for 
Chatham, where they arrived at nine o'clock the 
next day. 

At this period the distresses of the country were 
very great, which were ascribed by Lord North 
ai^d his colleagues to the American war. His 
lordship had proposed various plans of concilia- 
tion, but without effect ; and the public mind was 
itt this time entirely diverted from any other topic. 

Tuesday, January 1, 1782, being New Years^ 
day, was, as usi^al, observed as collar-day at St. 
James's. At noon there was a great concourse of 
the nobility and gentry to compliment their Majes- 
ties on the occasion. At one o'clock the ode was 
performed in the great council chamber before 
their Majesties and the rest of the royal family, 
and afterwards the; forty boys of Christ Church 
were presented by thegpresident. There was no 
court or drawing-room at St. James's on the fol-* 
lowing Thursday, but there were levees on that 
day and Friday as usual. 
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> On thie Mf about noon, the Queen set off froui 
Bttpkingbam House to Windsor; ftud as toon a* 
ii^levee was over at St. JamesV ihe King maile^ 
a Hop at the Queen's house^ and took with hini 
the Prince Adolphus Frederick to Windsor, whem 
Die. royal family remained till the 'J'tb. 

The King always gave a present of 500/. to the; 
groom porter on Twelfth day^ which this year 
happening on a Sunday, was not ^observed at 
court: the present was however ordered; and 
according to annual custom lOOO/* was distributed^ 
among the poor of the ten parishes of West* 
minsten 

On the 8th, the King and Queen went to Covent 
€rarden Theatre to see the comedy of the 
" Chances/' and the " Choice of Harlequin, f* 
they were attended by the Earls of Hertford^ 
Waldegrave^ and Aylesbury ; Lady Hertford, Mi^ 
Ternon,and Miss Jefferies. The Prince of Walesa 
attended by Lords Courtoun and . Southamptont 
was in the opposite box. Their Majesties after- 
wards went to Windsor, and the King havidg been. 
Indisposed with a cold contracted by Reviewing 
Lord Fauconberg's regiment on the 12th, th^re 
was no levee at St. James's on the 15th, as in-* 
tended. 

The 18th being aj^pointed to be kepi in.honoitf, 
of the Queen's birth-day^ about two o'elock there 
was a very splendid drawls-room at St. James't. 
Both the drawing-rootn and the ball were ex6eed« 
ingly briliiant, but not so numerously attended m 

%2 
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was txpetted. It was tt point of etiquette that 
tile ladies and gentlemen who m^ant to attend the 
conrt on a birth-day should be presented to tWf 
Majesties at a previous levfee 5 a day was settleoln 
the week for that purpose, atid several foireiglieM^ 
of distinction; besides young* persoAS of fai^on of 
both sexes, w^re presented to thtUt Majesties. 

The Kin^ attd Qaeeit, foflloWed by the t^HnciSs 
]^6yal and th6 Princfe of Wales, made thieir ap- 
p^ataifce about a quatteir aftbr two. His Majesty 
Wore a fich snitof black velvet, decorated witb a 
briinant istar and ^att^r loop, ttet Majerty, as 
usual, was plainly dressed, without her jewels, ia 
a bdne db Paris satin, tri^m^ with gdld, cra|)e, 
See. The Priiicess tloyal had a white and gold, 
with a grten spot, tlie beafttiful tnanuractuire of 
England, strperily orn^miented wift!h a protus^oi^ 
of jewrtis. The JPritice of Wates was dressed in a 
faint peadlr-eolonred velvet toat and small x^lolihes, 
. with a lig;bt ^colottred satin waistcoat, the whble 
most spltendidly ettilbroidered Willv silver : "die 
searas-df tlttt ^daft Wete Ifltewise lined wKh an en:-^ 
tensive embroidi^ry, whicli rather disgusted the eye,, 
and gave an idea of expense^ without conveying 
the least appearanfce of tasfte or Elegante, ftis 
Royal Highness wore a whi|e feather in his hat, 
-which was adorned With three double strings of 
brilliants to each iside, apd a most beautiM button 
and tassel of iSie ^me sparklfng composkioh. ' 

Hils Majesty, having ^been e^tremdly indisposed 
l!he preceding day, vras twice let blood, and in the 



the nose, which obliged him to retkiB "Ptrj SMtt; 
^er three oVlock. ^Si^ Majesty continued fK> 
much indisposed^ that he did not ippetir in the' 
ball-room in the' fevenirig; bnt the Que^n^ the 
Prince of Walfes, the Princess Royal, and the 
Duke of Cumberland were |U-esent. The Queen, 
with the utmost goodnAturev ^udeavoiired to make 
the King's absence 44 UUle falt«f» possible. The 
ball was opened sooip after tmte by his Royal 
Highness the Prince ef Wates^ ^e danced the 
two first minuets wilSithe Pritice«i llt)y al and liady 
Augusta Campbell; aftef wWcV l!he Duke of 
Cumberland danded with the Ladies Salisbury and 
Aylesford. Among tliose who ct^ntijuued the mi* 
nuets were the Duke of Dorset, Lords Grantham, 
Galloway, Parker, Rochford, Messrs., J^forth, St* 
Leger, Greyille, Lumlej, West;, Beckford* Han- 
ger; Ladies Stormont, Balksdkyi, Tdii^, Finch, 
F. Finch, Misses Woodsy, Guniiing^ Broderick, 
Murray, Pocock, Asgyll, (Aie tw^ Miss Norths, 
&c. After l!he Tninui^, comrftry dances com^ 
menced. 

The Princess-Royal, in going down the first 
country danc^ had the frk^e«of her petticoat by~ 
some means entangled with her buckle, wJiich 
occasioned the dance to stop for some little -time. 
On recovering from 4his accident, iter filoyal 
Highness app^amd <ra*her onb^ffvaMad ; tut the 
involuntary blush wl^fih IIhb fctreiinstance called 
forth, added to her wttire %eatftj». IPhis incident. 
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hffwefer, gave me to tioe foUowkig pieoe of iii<^ 
g^ow levity : 

'Tim at tbe birth-night hall. Sir, ' 

God bless our gracious Queen,; 
Where people great and small, Sir, 
Are on a footing seen ; 

As d6wn the dance, 
V?ith heeb from France, 

A royal couple iew, 
Tho' well she tripped^ 
The lady slipped. 

Doodle, doodle, doo. 
The Princess lost her shoe ; 
Her Highness boppM, 
The fiddlers stoppM, 
Not knowing what to do. 

AmazM at such a pause/ Sir, 

The dancers to a roan. 
Eager to hear the cause. Sir, 
Around the Princess ran, 
Xiord Hertford too, 
JLike lightning flew. 

And tho' unused to knuckl^ 
Laid down his wand. 
And lent a hand 

Her royal shoe to buckle. 

poodle, doodle, doo, Sic. 
The vestal maids of honour. 

Attentive to their duty ; ^ 

All crowded close upon Jber, 
The Prince sarveyM thdr beauty ; 
Admired their zeal 
f*or 'f partner's heei^ 
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' But told them he oonceived, 
Tho^ same frbe steps 
Made demwreiis, 
1^ This soan might be retriered, 

Doodlei doodle, doo, && 

The Prioeess soon was shod. Sir, 

And soon the dance went on, 
*!ris said some guardian god, Sir, 
Came down to get it done ; 
Perhaps 'tis true. 
Old England too, 
^ Might dance from night to noon. 
If slips of state 
Among the great. 

Were mended half so soon. 
Doodle, doodle, doO| 
Egad 'tis very true, 
^ Or late or soon. 
They're out of tune^ 
' And know not what to do; 
The Queen^ retired a little before twelre, after 
wbich the country dances were resumed; and, 
though some of the company withdrew, the room 
continued very fall till two in the morning. The 
dresses of the ladies were eminently well chosen, 
and beautifully adapted to the season : they chiefly 
consisted of suits of satin, plain and figxired, trim- 
med with fur, or lace and gold, and silver fringe: 
with petticoats fancifully ornamented with em-^ 
broidery in colours of silk ; or flounces of muslin 
and white crape, spotted with gold in the shape of 
^arls or dots, or enlivened with spangles and 
small tofts of variegated feathers. The ladieif' 
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heads were chiefly decorated with wtificial flowem^ 
The ladies of the . {MsdHatnimbey in general were 
dressed in gold and sihrer sitks/ The maids of 
honour had previously concerted a plan of eco-^ 
nomy, and therefore all appeared in plain or 
figured satins, moderately trimmed. Thfe g'eneral 
ran of dress among the gentlemen was dark vel- 
vets, and none of them very striking. A^mong 
the nobility were his Iftoyal Highness the Duke 
of Cumberland, the Dukes of Northumberland, 
Queensberryi Argyle, Grafton, Doi^t, Marquis 
of Graham, Earls of Mansfield, Sandwich, Percy, 
Hertford, Aylesfcrd, TalbottV PoulMt, Ashburrt- 
ham,, Fauconberg, Macclesfield, Westmoreland, 
Glandore, Salisbury,' Harcourt ; Lords North, 
Rivers, Digby, Walsinghani, Befiachamp, Am- 
herst, Mountstuart, Hinchinbroke, Gage, &c. 

Sir John Pringle, Bart<. physician to her Ma- 
jesty, died on the 18th. 

The King was now so mach recovered ds to ba 
deemed entirely ont of danger ; but be did not 
personally receive th^ ymtnqf ike nobUity who 
came to the Qneen'^ palfioe to ifiaker ^^quiritM^t 
Oa th^ next levi^e, (January the 24th>) matty oi 
tbe nobility and foreign ministers were pr^esent to 
pay their compliments to his Miajesty, Dr#. Tnr# 
ton kissed the Queen's band m bfing {appointed 
pfaysiciao in ordiwry to her 'Majesty^ 

On the 3^tb, the Qaron de Kutzeb^e had a pri- 
vate audience of hi« M«^ty, to ddiyer a mw leMw 
4>f credences giving h^in^'tbe cbaptctec of minister-* 
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pletiipatentiary from his Serene Highness the Land- 
grave of Hesse Cassel : he had afterwards a private 
audience of her Majesty, 

On the 27th, the birth-day of his Royal High- 
ness Prince Augustus Frederick, (their Majesties* 
second son) the Ring and Queen received the com-^ 
pliments of the nobility on the occasion. As this 
day fell on a Sunday this year, the Rev. Dr. 
Kaye, sub-almoner, preached before the Queen^ 
the Prince of- Wales, and several of the nobility, 
in the Ghapel-royal, St. James's. The ceremony 
of carrying the sword of state was not observed, 
on account of his Majesty not attending divine 
service ; but the King was present at the drawing- 
room, with the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and 
the Duke of Cumberland. 

The King and Prince of Wales at this time 
frequently took the diversion of coursing in Wind- 
sor Park, while the Queen attended to the duties of 
the nursery. His Royal Highness used also to 
visit the House of Commons* occasionally with 
Lord Courtoun and another officer incog, being 
in lai^e loose coats muffled up. 

A solemn faat was observed at court on the 8th 
of Febraary, and their Majesties attended divine 
service jat the Chapel-Royal, and hejard a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Kaye, sub-almoner. 

The cabinet at this time formed under the 
auspices of the Marqi\is of Rockingham, includ- 
ing himself as first commissioner of the trea- 
sury, was composed of the Earl of Shelbume and 
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Mr. FoXy as secretaries of state ; Lord Camdeiiy 
president of the council ; the Dnke of Grafton, 
privy seal; Lord John Cavendish, chancellor of 
the exchequer ; Admiral Keppel, (now created a 
Viscount,) first commissioner of the Admiralty ; 
General Conway, commander-in-chief of the 
forces, and the Dnke of Richmond, master*general 
of the ordnance. The Prince of Wales had given 
in a list of twelve literary characters whom he 
\^ished to have in the new establishment of his 
household, which caused a great hesitation among 
the new ministers. 

On the 25th, the birth^day of the Prince Octa- 
vius, the King and Queen received the compH* 
ments of the pobility. 

His Royal Highness Prince William Henry, 
(though at this time out of the kingdom,) having 
been elected a Knight of the Garter, as soon as he 
received the ensigns of that order, delivered up 
those of the Thistle, which were given to his bro- 
ther. Prince Edwacd, who was then invested with 
a green ribbon* 

On the 16th of April, the Queen was pleased to 
appoint George Hardinge, Esq, to be her Mi^- 
je§ty*s solicitor-general. 

On the 19th, at a chapter of the Garter, his 
Royal Highness Prince William Henry, the Dukes 
of Richmond and Devonshire, and the Earl of 
Shelbume, were declared duly elected, and the 
three last were invested accordingly. 

On the 26th their Majesties, accompanied by his 
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Boyal Highness thePrince of Wales, the Princess-^^ 
Royal, and others of the royal family, visited the 
exhibition at the Royal Academy, at which their 
Majesties expressed great satisfaction. 

On the 18th of May, his Royal Highness Prince 
Alfred, attended by Lady Charlotta Finch, and 
others of his Majesty's household, set out from the 
Queen's palace for Deal castle, to mak> use of the 
salt waters for the recovery of his health ; the 
Prince being at this time in a dangerous state. 

Soon after, the King and Queen honoured Robert 
Walter, Esq. then member for Chipping Wycombe, 
urith a visit at his seat near that borough* 

Previous to the celebration of his Majesty*s birth- 
day this year, the following notice appeared in the 
London Gazette : 

" Lord Chamberbun^s Office, May M, 1 782. 

'^ Such ladies as desire to dance minuets at the ball 
ivhich is to be at St. James's on Tuesday, the 4th of June, 
next, are requested to send their names and rank in 
writing to this office, on ^r before Saturday, the 1st of 
June, and to send for their tickets the Monday following, 
between the hours of ten in the morning and two in the 
afternoon. 

^* N.B. No attendance will be glyen at this office on 
the day of the ball BSter two o'clock. 

'' To present the inoouTeuiences which have arisen from 
the space before their Majesties, which is allotted for 
minuet dancing, being exceedingly crowded, it is request- 
ed that those ladies only who mean to dance, will send 
for dancers' tickets, and sit in those places, as the seats 
haye been found too few to accommodate the dancers.** 

On the 3d of June, an express arrived at St. 
y2 
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•James's with an account of the death of the Friti- 
cess^ Sophia of Mecklenburg Strelitz, her Ma- 
jesty's sister. 

On the anniversary of his Majesty's birth-day, 
there was a splendid court and drawing-room at 
St. James's. About one o'clock the ode was per- 
formed before their Majesties, the Prince of Wales, 
and the rest of the royal family, in the great coun- 
cil chamber ; and in the evening a magnificent. ball 
was given to the nobility of both sexes. There 
was a novelty in this birth-day, which gave it 
peculiar charms. Not a faqe was to be seen in the 
circle which had ever beei^ seen before. The new 
ministers brought together a new company, com- 
prehendiia^ all the young and splendid [tsart of the 
nobility, which rendered the drawing-rooHi more 
superb than it had been for years before. The 
ladies in general were dressed with uncommon 
richness. The Queen (whose dress was lilac and 
silver, of a wavy pattern, very richly trimmed) 
had a diamond circle on her head, and a most splen- 
did bouquet of jewels. The King was quite plaiui 
The Prince of Wales was elegantly dressed in a 
gala suit, emperor's eye, and embroidered over 
the seams with silver. His waistcoat was tarn* 
boured by.het Majesty, and was uncomxnonly rich 
and elegant. The Princess Royal's dress wais tfie 
same pattern as the Queen^s, on a pink ground^ 
but so superbly ornamented with silver crape, 
fringe, flowers, &c. as to baffle all description. 
The Princess Augusta had a dress of a pale prim** 



rose colour^ of the sa46 quality as ber royat mr- 
iBt% but differently triintned ; the ornaments were 
cbiefly of ruby ancf other coloured foil, relieved 
.with a delicate silver crape, small tassels, &c 
The Princess Royal received the compliments of 
•Ae nobility, and the royal children were all sliewit 
at the windows. The ball-room was not very 
crowded. Their Majesties entered about nine 
o'clock, when the minuets began. His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales opened the ball 
with the Princess Royal ; after which several other 
minuets were danced by the Duke of Cumber- 
Jand and the nobility of both sexes. The country* 
dances began about eleven o^clock, which were 
composed of nine couple ; at the head of jftese 
stood th» Prince of Waiies^ the Duke of Comber*- 
Jand, Princess Royal, and Princess Augusta for 
.the first time: the other dancers were Lady An«^ 
gusta Campbell, Miss Pitt, the two Miss Thynnes, 
Jdiss Asgill, &c. — The , Duke of Dorset, Lords 
Rochford, Lewisham, Parker, Maynard, Mr. 
I^gg^f Colonel St. Ledger, Mr. Bridgeman, &c. 
Their Majesties retired about eleven o'clock, and 
the dancing ceased about twelve. The Duke of 
Manchester performed the duties of his new office 
with the most polished address, and was allowed 
to be infinitely superior to his predecessor. 

On the 7th the royal family removed from th4$ 
Queen^s House to Windsor, after having received 
the unpleasant intelligence of the death of Prin- 
cess Frederica Carc^ina Louisa of Hesse Darm* 
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Atedt, wife of. Prince Cbwle» of Meeklentmrp 
StrelitSt brotlier to tbe Q^een. Notii^ithstandiDg^ 
this, the death of her airter Princem Sophia, and 
the serioQS indisposition of Prince Alfred, we find 
that^ei Majesty acoooEipanied the King^ on a Tisitf 
to Lord Boston at his seat at Hedson, near Beacons- 
field, Bucks, Jiine the 15th, and soon after, June the 
20!th, their» Majesties and the Prince of Wales vi- 
eited the Duchess Dowager of Portland at her seat 
at Bulstrede, in Bucks. It must be observed, how- 
everr that the Queen made incessant enquiries after 
the heal^ of Prince Alfred, and sometimes received 
flattering accounts* He was attended by Dr*. 
Hunter, physician extraordinary to her Majesty^ 
A month's mourning had been ordered for the 
demise ef her Majesty's sister, and the same for 
that of her Majesty's brother's wife. The hopes 
of Prince Alfred's recovery were fallacious; his 
Boyal Highness died on the 20th of August. Be* 
iween six and seven in the morning of the 27 tb, 
his remains were privately interred in Westmiu'* 
ster Abbey. The body was brought from Buck- 
ingham House in a coach and six, attended by two 
noblemen, and followed by the Lord Chamberlain 
and four other noblemen, and another coach and 
six : after which followed the empty coaches of 
^the above noblemen. When the body arrived srf; 
the Abbey door, it was taken out and supported to 
the vault by four yeomen, the Lord Chamberlain, 
with bis white wand, and the six noblemen fol- 
jiowing. The funeral ceremony was performed by 



tte Iteaii of Westmihfiter^ The roifal vault' it 
tinderneath the body of King Henry the Vlltfa^s 
<diapel, M^hich i« a distinct bviikling from West- 
minster Abbey, situated to the east, but so neatly 
jcmied with t)te Abbey, that on a superficial view 
it appears to belong to the same building. Tha 
vault Avas prepared in 1737, on the death of Queen 
XDaroline, for the reception of the present royal 
family. It consists of a double range of arched 
chambers, three on each side^ open to the middle 
vralk between them. This middle walk temiinates 
with the principal vault in front, where, in a large 
marble sarcophagus, lie the two coffins of George II. 
and his Queen Caroline; the side boards of which 
were, by the express command of George II. to 
constructed as to be removed in order that their 
dust might intermingle. The coffin of their Ma- 
jesties' infant son. Prince Alfred, lay near those of 
the King's deceased relatives. 

This is the first child that their Majesties lost, 
which, according to the old saying of the nursery, 
risndere)! the Queen a proper mother, and it must 
be acknowledged that her Majesty was exceedingly^ 
affected. 

The Grand Duke and Duchess of Russia having 
been on a tour, tjhe cabinet of Engird came to a 
resolution, at the suggestion of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, to give them a formal invitation, by 
letter from the Kiiig and Queen, to come to London 
in their way from Paris to Petersbui-g. This 
intention was laid aside, owing to the death of the 
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Marquis of Rockiogham, when the Earl of Shet^ 
kume was declared the first lord of the Treasury* 
The earl's acceptance of this high office, without^ 
any previous communication with bis coUei^uesy 
was considered by the Rockingham party as equi- 
valent to a declaration of political hostility. Ac- 
cordingly Mr. Fox immediately resigned the seals 
as secretary of the northern department; Lord 
John Cavendish his office as chancellor of the 
exchequer ; the Duke of Portland his government 
of Ireland, and Mr. Burke his post of paymaster 
of the army. The seals of the southern depart* 
ment were given to the Earl of Grantham^ and oi 
the northern to Mr. Thomas Townsend, who was 
succeeded as secretary at war by Sir George Yongej 
Colonel Barr^ was made paymaster of the forces^ 
and Mr. Dundas was appointed in his room trea- 
surer of the navy; Lord Temple was made Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, and Mr. William Pitt, se-^ 
cond son of the late Earl of Chatham, was consti- 
tuted chaneellor of the exchequer. 

On the 10th of October their Serene Highnesses 
the Prince and Princess of Mecklenburg arrived 
in London at the Royal Hotel, with several other 
persons of distinction. Apartments were fitted up 
in St. James's for their reception ; as the house in 
Pall-mali, which belonged to his Serepe Highness^ 
bad been disposed of. 

The first of January, 1793, was observed at the 
court of St. James's as a grand collar-day. The 
ode written by the poet laureat, and set by Mr» 
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Stanley, master of the king^s band^nras performed 
at noon in tbe great council chamber, before their. 
Majesties, the royal family, &c. 

The 18tb, being kept as the smniversary of her 
Majesty's birth-<lay, there was a very numerousy 
and splendid appearance of- the nobility, foreign, 
ministers, and other persons of distinction at St. . 
James's, to compliment their Majesties on tbe oc- 
casion. The ball presented a brilliant disj^ay of 
taste and beauty in British mannfactures : the 
Princesses took the lead. 

The Princess Royal was in a white and siWer 
tissue, with a small running figure across in lemon 
colour silk, which had a yery handsome etkcU the 
trimming was unusually rich, and consisted of 
white crape, beautifully embroidered in gold spots 
and coloured sprigs, variously ornamented with 
gold tassels, foil, jewds, spangles, &c. The dress 
was ornamented with ostrich feather fringe, which 
looked like a drooping willow, white satin leaves, 
intermixed with frivolete and feathers, which on 
the whole formed a beautiful garland ; tbe white 
satin leaves were spotted with that colour most, 
pleasing to the Wearer. 

The Princess Augusta wore the same pattern tis- 1 
sue as her sister, but the small running Bgure across > 
was Burgundy, instead of lemon colour^ and though . 
trimmed in quite a different style from the Princess 
IQloyaFs, was much admired for its peculiar beauty. . 
. The Prince of Wales was in a cardinal , blue > 
vplvet;, rif^hly embroidered with silver down thft) 

35 
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seams. His Royal Highness wore his hair witk 
two curls on .each side, this h6ing then the fashioti 
of the times. 

The King was dressed in white, with a rose- 
coloured satin waistcoats The Queen (as usual) 
bad nothing remarkable on, her dress was a white 
striped yelvet, trimmed with the same colour. 

The ladies, in general, appeared in White, and 
the gentlemen in brown : the Countess of Shel- 
burners dress was brilliant to a degree; Lady 
Sefton^s was also distinguished for exquisite taste 
and fancy; Lady Aylesford's was much admired 
for its embroidery, which was said to have been^ 
of he^ own work : the Countess of Hopetoun 
shoiie superior in the beauty and richness of htt 
laces : Lady . Pembroke was jparticularly well 
dressed in a white satin, with a gold spot and wave 
across ; also Lady Augusta Campbell ; and Lady 
Elizabeth Henley appeared in a beautiful rose* 
<^loured satin, with a white petticoat, triihmed 
with gauee, and a painted border^ intermixed with 
an elegant foil of the same eolourj the whole 
forming an agreeable simplicity. 

£arly this year a change of ministry took place : 
the Duke of Fbrtland was placed at the heAd of 
the treasury; Lord John Cavendish was re-ap-. 
pointed chancellor of the exchequer ; Lord North 
and Mr* FoX were nominated joint secretaries of 
state ; Lord Keppel was again placed at the head 
of the Admiralty ; Lord Stormont created presi- 
dent of the council, and Lord Carlisle advanced 



to :tb6 port of lord priyy fi^h The Earl, of 
Nortbingtoa was appQilKt^4 lord lieatenfinl; of Ire* 
iaadr and Mr. Burke reinstated in tibe post of 
paywasler of the forces. Peace had been made 
^itk Frainoe and America^ and t^ independency 
crfther United States wa^ttw acknowledged by 
bis'Britannie Majtesty. 

. On the 21st of March tibe King: and Queen went 
to the Theatre B4>yal, Drury-tane, to see Mrs. 
fiiddons in '^ The Gfecian Daugld;er/' and jurt as 
lier Majesty was retiring from bejr box, a man in 
the liBppBr . gallery, wha spoke with an Italian ac- 
oent, bad the audacity to exclaimf ^' Your Ma- 
jesty, had the goodness to promise me one of your 
JoFely Princesses in marriage*'' The indignation 
fkf tb^ s^udience prevented more being heard. It 
was conjectured that the man was in a state of in- 
Cfs^nityf and uqder that opinion he m^s permitted to 
escape the resentment of those who were near him. 
Tbe peace which had been executed by t^e Earl 
pf ^belburne having created some dissajtisfaction, 
tb^ liing on his ^trance received a slight hiss ; 
which prevented a bow from his Majesty on bis 
future visits to the theatre : the Queen, however, 
glways retained her condescending pourtesy. 

On the 3d of May her Majesty lost anpther child^ 
Prince Octavins, who died at Kew of the small- 
pi»» The reader must recollect from our early 
p^es that their Majesties had encouraged the dis- 
covery of tfa^ small-pox inoculatioUi which bad aa 

2 2 
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many aclv^ersaries in those days as the Vaccine ino« 
Cttlation has in the present. Indeed some of the 
^tidious preachers intimated from the pulpit that 
it was of an impious tendency, instead of returning 
thanks to Providence for the beneficial invention^ 
and considering man in this respect only as the in- 
strument of heaven. Though Prince Octavius had 
not passed his fifth year, he was considered veiy do- 
cile, and possessed goodnature in such an uncommon 
degree, that he was the delight of every one of fail 
superintendants. He was allowed to be the finest boy 
of the royal ofibpring, his picture, which was drawn 
by Mr. Gainsborough in 178S, having engrossed 
much of the public attent^n at the exhibition. 

About three o'clock in the morning of the 10th 
the body of his Royal Highness was removed from 
Kew, attended by General Carpenter and some of 
Itis Majesty's household, and escorted by a party 
of light horse. At five o'clock the processioii 
teached Westminster, where it was joined by the 
Earl of Hertford, lord steward of the household^ 
and after the service was read, the body was diepo- 
-sited in the royal vault, near the remains of Prmce 
Alfred. 

The court was exceedingly brilliant this year on 
the King's birth-day. The ode on this occasion 
celebrated the return of peace. The Qiieen watt 
dressed' in a gorge de pigeon lutestring, covered 
^rth a silver wrought craped gauze, richly orna- 
mented with diamonds^ lemon colour and silver 
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fitDge^' festoons, Sec. Her head elegantly but 
neatly adorned. 

' ^£hB Plincess ' ifcoyal and Princess Angnsta ap* 
peared in a beaiitifol dress of white and silyer^' 
snperlatiTely trimmed, and both of the same pal^ 
tern ; their caps were without feathers, ornamented 
with a plume each, and a wreath of white and 
green. ^ ^ 

The Prince of Wales appeared in a pale pink 
and silver, richly embroidered down the seaim«\ 
The Duke of Cumberland was in a bloom coloiir«^ 
Most' of the gentlemen appeared in light colours r 
it was remarked indeed that the ministry were 
•Iteded in dark hue& 

. The ladies were chiefly in fancy dresses (gene*^ 
rally white silk, trimmed with gold and silver)^ 
llieir beads were elegantly adorned with artificial 
-flowers and yarious coloured ribbons, and in some 
ft great quantity of diamonds. Several of theni 
Wore diamond sleeve knots. 

The balUroom was exceedingly brilliant : theit^ 
Maj^iities entjered about half-past nine o'cioiek, and 
paid their compliments to the ladies in the circle^ 
after which the minuets commenced, the gentle* 
Bben dancing two each with different ladies accord-^ 
ing to the etiquette : they were commenced by the 
Prince of Wales; who walked the two first witb 
the Princess Royal and Princess Augusta ; after 
which they were continued by the Duke of Cum^ 
beriand. Lords Galway, Morton, Messrs. NorUi^' 
Smith, Lake; Ijadies Horatio Waldegrave^ George 
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(SfiTefidiiibi H- Walpoje, Misses Tl^ymif^ St. Jobn^ 
Broderick, &c. The ball broke up a^bont }tal^ 
pfuit twelve; their Msyesli^^ iiaying wiixedj^ as 
ijgufil, IP the middle of a daQC^ without cwik 
snony. 

At seveB o'clock in the lAoruing of the 12tl| ^f 
Augusts Im Rpyal I}ighn^ss the Prince of W$fap 
went from Carlton House to Windsor, where hj^ 
birth-day this jear w^ cel^brat^. About pne 
p'^lock on the 21stt his Royal Higtiness set o^ 
for Brightelmstone iu si new phAeto^i, drafm hy 
Qnly threp horses^ one before the other: qq t}ift 
irst hors^ w^s a postillion, the oth^r two^ W^fe vi%t 
naged by the Prince. The carria|^e was ppoa m 
entire new construction, calculated for (raying 
with ei^pedition. 

. About two p'cl^ on the 27th of Juae^ his 
Royal Highness Prince William Henry arrived ad 
Windsor, and a m^ss^ger was dispatehed to t\m 
King at St. James's, acquainting hisM(y#sty witb 
his arrival. 

Prince Williaost Henry's first voyage wa9 tA 
Gibraltar, with Ijord Rodney, when he fell in witft 
Langara's ^quadrpq, near Cadiz, and took or ^m 
stroyed most of them. His Royal Higlmess then 
Tetarned with Admiral Digby, with whom he went 
to New York, and was in the engagement with 
Admiral Greaves and Count de Grasse, off the 
Chesapeake. His Royal Highness then went on 
board the Barfleur, on the fleet's return to New 
Yorkf ip which ship he went to Jamaica^ and 



eOntmikd on board the same Tessel till hii^ iretaM 
to England. He was affectionately received by 
Aeir Majesties, and linteitained the Queen several 
isedessive days with tiis accounts. 

On the 26th of July, Prince William Henry, 
abtompanied by his preceptor, General Buda, with 
his own page, and two domestics, set off for Har^ 
l^ich, to embark there for Helvoetsluys. At hdf 
dfter ten on the 31st, his Royal Highness came to 
Gteenwieh Hospital, in a jcarriage, attisnded by 
two officiers, one of the naval, and the other of the 
military service. His Royal Highness was re- 
ceived by Sir Hugh Palliser, the governor, and 
<!onducted into the grand council-room, where he 
was introduced to the several officers respectively. 
He was afterwards attended by the governor to 
the painted hall, the chapel, and the oth^r public 
apartments of the hospital. Having deen its priti- 
dtpal districts and divisions) he was shewn the 
rooms of a captain and a lieutenant, after which 
he accompanied the governor to his house, where 
he continued for some time. About half after 
twelve, his Royal Highness embarked on board 
the Princess Augusta yacht, Captain Varideput, 
frotn the hospital stairs, and dropt down the river 
with the tide, on his voyage to Stade in Germany, 
where he arrived on the 1st of August. The 
Prince was very honourably received by the re- 
gency and citizens. The next day his Royal 
Highness departed for Hanover, and stopped two 
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^ays at Berlin^ incog, under the title of iKMrd 
FieWing. 

At two o'clock' in the morning of the 7th, the 
Queen ^as safely delivered of a Princess. Thia 
ivas her Majesty's fifteenth and last child. The 
Prince of Wales was the Queen's favourite son, 
imd the Princess-Royal her favourite daughter. 
With this last child, we may say the last pre* 
sents of any consequence were made : it is true, a 
gift of 1000/. was given to a maid of honour on 
the day of marriage ; but this bridal present waa 
seldom claimed, as the maids of honour were gene- 
rally inclined to continue tnaids. 

Messengers were sent away to the courts of 
Brunswick, Mecklenburg, Hanover, and other 
courts, to notify the safe delivery of the Queen» 
$tnd the birth of another Princess. 

The celebration of the Prince of Wales's birth- 
day at court was postponed : however, on the 12th» 
(his Royal Highness having now attained the age 
of 21,) all the tradesmen of the royal family dis- 
played brilliant illnminatiODS, and the evening con-^ 
eluded with every demonstration of joy. The 
King and royal family received the congratula*^ 
tions of the nobility in a private manner, and his 
Royal Highness gave a very grand entertainment^ 
to several of the nobility at the White Hart Ta- 
vern, Windsor; a large turtle, of the enormoua 
size of 400 weight was killed on the occasion, i^ 
present sent to the Prince from the East Indies^ 
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Hel* Majesty being perfectly recovered, oh thft 
23d went through the service of churcliirtg', which 
was performed By the lord-bishop of Salisbury. 
Oil the 26th, her Majesty took an airing' in a post- 
rlrArfot and four, for the first titae since her lying- 
4*1. The King a«d two of the Princes went oh 
horseba(;k with her* 

It was nnantmousTy agreed at a court of Com- 
tnon-Council at GuilGlhall,to present ati address to 
his Majesty on the safe delivery of the Queen, and 
ellso^n his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales's 
attaining the age of 21. On the 10th of Septem- 
ber;' 'irf; one o'clock, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, 
tind Common-Council, went to St. James's, and 
presented the following addresfs : 
^' May it please yotrr Majesty : 

" We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mons of the cify of" London, in Common-Council 
4iisfsenf^bled, humbly beg leave to approach your 
Majesty, with the sincerest congratulations on the 
birth of another Princess, and the happy recovery 
of yom' illustrious consort. 

" We wonldf express with more than ordinary 
«ffi39ions of joy, our feelings^ upon this occasion, 
th^ providence has been pleased to answer the 
pifayers and wishes of every order of your Ma- 
jesty's loyal subjects, in preseh^ing the invaluable 
life of our gracious C^ueen ; a life so eminently 
tiseftil, and so conspicuously exemplary 1 

■** We earnestly hope that t*e throne tliusi adorn- 

2 a 
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ed| may be strengthened and blemed.by every ad- 
dition to ypu|r royal hpuse^ and that ^. long and 
easy reign may be acpoippani^ vfil^ every dompSe 
^ic felicity* 

<< At the ^ame time we beg le^ve to pongrator 
la^e yppr Majesty upon his Hoyal Highpess the 
Prince of Wales having attained his age of 21 
yearly and hope t^hat he^ being called to the great 
pouncil of the nation, may contrilnite to its pros- 
perity, pro|;ectjon, and safety.'* 

To this address his Majesty gs^ve the following 
answer: 

<f I return ypu my hfsarty thanks for yoar dutiful 
and loyal congratulations on the happy recovery of 
the Queen and the birth of another Princess, and 
upon the Prince of Wales having attained the age 
<)f 21 years. 

<* Nothing can be more acceptable than. these 
testimonies of affection to me and my family, 
.on the part of my faithful subjects : it is the warmest 
wish of my heart, and has been the constant object 
of niy life, to promote their honour and happiness.'* 
They were very graciously received, and had the 
hQ^our of kissing hisi Majesty's hand. 

On the 19th, about seven o'clock in the eyening, 
the ceremony of christening \he young Princess 
was performed at St. James's palape. The peers 
and peeresses, foreign ministers and their ladies, 
assembled in the Queen's drawing-room some tim^ 
before the ceremony began,* and from thence werp 
iptroduced into t^e grand council^chan^ber^ where 



fhci Queen was lying on an eleg;ant bed 0f white 
satin, tinder a snpei^b eanopy of crimson vdiv^t, 
Mabroidered with gold. Oil the right side of the 
bed stood his Majesty^ at the feet his Royal High- 
liess the Prince of Wales, the Princess-Royal, and 
P^incfess Augusta ; ahd on each side the whole of 
the royal children according to their iige ; the 
great ministers of state^ the King^s and Queen's 
^ttcaidants, foreign ministers, peers and peeresses^ 
formed the other circle. The service was read by 
the archbishop of Canterbury. The Prince of 
Wales, Princess<^Royal, and Princess Augusta, ^ere 
the sponsors to the young Princess, who was named 
Amelia, in compliment to the Princess Amelia, th<t 
King's aunt, Who was one of the sponttors, r6pl«- 
sentedby the Princess' Royal. After the ceremony 
her Majesty received the congratulations of the 
nobility, and his Majesty, after conversing dome 
Httle time, withdrew. The greater part of the 
company then paid a visit to the nArsery, wfaer« 
ihey were entertained (as usqal on these occasions) 
with cake and caudle. This royal christemng was 
one of the most splendid sights ever exhibited in 
the palace of St. James's, it being the etiquette 
to admit none but peers and peeresses, foreign mi- 
nisters and their ladies, who on this night vied> 
with each other in the brilliancy of their dress ; 
and in addition to this, the presence of the whole, 
royal family (Prince William Henry excepted) 
exhibiting a more beautiful progeny than any 

monarch ift Europe ever boasted of. 
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Pii thf, fSth^ th€ lard .m^yor^ ten alderineny the 
slieriffii, deputy .recorder^ near 20Q commoa-comi*- 
cilnnen, &c. went: ia proces«^ion to St* J^^ip^X 
and pfefeuted the following addre&s to %\if Q^/d^u; 

<< Sf ijty it plesvie your M^j^ty, 

^' W«f. tha Lord Mayon Ald^rai^Q, tind Com^ 
iKiO0S;gf th^ Gjity of Lpiidoi!, in Commpq^Covacil 
a89^iil)^ed» bumbly beg leav^ to approach your 
^iyevty viitk the moat s\nmm cof>gratidation« up^n 
the birth of another Frmce^i ^^ii^i your Al^cus^y'fi 
happy r?«overy. 

^rF^tmit «s farthpr» .w^dwii to ^oi^r^^al^ 
yrar Mfu^ty lup^n his HoyM j(iighfv$fis th^ Frince 
qjf W^l«» having ^ItaHi^d his aga fif twei4y«>wt 
yaanij .aod w<9 suncerely hope and (^ost th^ b^ wiU 
^1 %h^ important station to. which l^ is oiUMf 
witii .digaity to himself aod prosperity t{i ijiua 
coufitry." 

Tq which her M^esty was pleaded to return tht 
following sfat^ bat pithy answer : 

^< I thaftk yoa for yoimr copgratulations on the 
birth. of. another Princess, on my recovery, and q« 
tib Frinoe of Wales having attained tk^ f^e of 
twentynoAe years/* 

Thay were all received very gri^eioaslyt loai^ ha4 
the honour of kissing hor Majesty's hand* 

In October, €reoi?ge Hawkins, $^q. surgeon t^ 

his Maj«aty*s bausehold, died, and aoon after* Pir< 

Hunter^ ^physician extraordinary to the Qu^iu 

^ At Ui^ meeting of ParUanieirt, November tt^ 1 1 tb» 

the following was the -ceremonial of the introdiie^ 



^< {it« BoyarHighnesiS btving Imod, by kWen 
patent, dated the 19th day of August, in the uaoimi 
yeiMT of bil Mi\J6sty's reigi)> crMted PciMe of 
W91I09 «ml Eltil of Chester, wm, in hit robett 
which* witb ib^ o^lkir of the order of Ifao G^tltw^ 
he had put on io th« Barl Marabal's room, intr«K 
docoA into tbe Hous^ of Peers in the IbUowing 
order : Oe9tleiQ9n uaher of the blaok rod, vitfa kui 
sttff ift oflioe; E»rl ^ Swurrey, deputy Mil naiw 
shal of England ; Earl of Carlide, lord privy Mai $ 
GM*tdr FHneipid King of Arms, in his robe^ irith 
bjB sceptre, bearing hia Royal Highnetti's patent f 
gir Peter Bu'rrell, deputy great chamberlain of 
JSnglaod ; ViaMimt Stormont, lord pre«ideftt of 
the eoiiQciK 

*^ Tim eomo^tf ob a orimsoft y^rek cnaliion^ 
b^foe by Yiaeount lioirisham^ oao of the gentien 
ixwan of hia Royol Highneas's bed-chamber ^ hia 
Ij^al Highness the Prinea of Walen oarrying hia 
writ of »ui»ni«ns, supported by his uocle, hia 
'RoyeA Highness the Puke of CiiQiherlai»d, and 
the P^kes of Ri^bnaond and Portlaad : and pto^ 
eeeding up the house with the usuaI re?«renoe, tha 
writ and patent were deltrered to the Earl of 
Maiv»field» the speaker, on the woolsack, ami read 
by the clerk of the Parliament at the table, hia 
Boya) Uigbnissa and the rest of the pvoeession 
aftanding near: After which his Royal Highness 
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was conducted to his chair on the right hand oiT 
the throne/ the coronet and cushion having beeir 
laid on a stool before the chair ; and his Royal 
Highness being covered^ as usual, the ceremohy 
ended; 

<< Sonie time after bis Majesty entered the House 
of Peers, and was seated on the throne with the 
usual solemnities, and having delivered his most 
gracious speech, retired out of the hous^. 

** Then his Royal Highness at the table took the 
oaths of allegiance and supremacy, aiid made and 
fubscribed the declaration ; and also took and sub--' 
scribed the oaths of abjuration/' 

Soon after their Royal Highnesses the Duke 
and Duchess of Cumberland went to France, and 
resided there for some time. 

An entire change of administration took place 
in December : Mr. Pitt was declared first lord dif 
the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer ; the 
Marquis of Caermarthen, and Mr. Thomas Towns- 
hendf created Loipd Sydney, were nominated se* 
cretaries of state; Lord Thurlow was reinstated 
a3 lord chancellor ; Earl Gower as president of 
the council ; the Duke of Rutland was constituted 
lord privy seal ; Lord Howe placed at the head of 
the Admiralty, and the Duke of Richmond of th€^ 
Ordnance. On account of this change the King 
acquired great popularity, and the loyalty of his 
subjects was increased. 

<■■ The establishment which was now made for hil 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, was similar 



to what his Majesty enjoyed when he bore the 
same title. 

The celebration of her Majesty's birtb»day in 
1784 was the least splendid, and exhibited the 
least festivity of any since her arrival in this kingr 
idom. His Majesty appeared in a suit of iQarone 
yel vet, embroidered with gold. The Qoc^n wa9 
dressed in green satin, trimmed all over with an 
Miesjtimable rich sable and point lace : this sable 
iwas a present to l^er Majesty from the empress of 
Russia, and was thought to be the finest ever 
jbroitght to England. 

The Prince of Whales were an air balloon satiii, 
/embroidered down %he seams with silver. His 
JEloyal Highite^s went %o St. Janies^s, in a nevv 
carriage of great beauty. The, outside was a very 
high gold colour, with festoons in party coloured 
j^old, each corner forming a fluted pillar. The 
roof was ornamented with a very beautiful crown 
\and eight plumes, in curious carved work. His 
liveries were splendid in the extreme. 

The Princess RoyaVs train was. a white satin, 
figured with blue and gold. The petticoat wa|s 
/entirely covered with a rich embroidered crape, 
and the ornaments, which were chiefly of gold and 
foil, were adjusted with uncommon taste into 
lyr^aths, festoons, &c. Her Highnesses bouquet of 
natural flowers completed an artless model of per- 
fection : it was a present from th^ Princess Eliza* 
* l>eth, which her Royal Highness gave in emulation 
of her sister the ^Princess Royal, who had the ^ame 



indrriingf paid a mmikf eom|)Iim6iit of ftttefrtttoh t6 
her Majesty. 

The Pnm^esn Atigasta, from ^n unfavourable in- 
iKi^p^sition^ was not present on this occasion, and 
ber Highnesses absence was much lamented, par- 
tic^nlatly by the Princess Ro}^l, who had no oti^ 
Hear het to wKomr she cotild coikiomnicafte het ob* 
itervations. 

The ball-roottr was uncoriitiiofily ci*owded : stfon 
After their Mrffe^tres, the Princer of W^es and 
Princess Royaf entei*ed the roonr, and were seated, 
the ball was opened by the Prince of Wales and 
Princess Hoyal ; his' Hoya^^ Highness also danced 
H ininntet #ith the Dudiess of Rotlatrd (then the 
Ijcafuty ^ tie day), and ifteifwAiids ininoets wctfe 
coiAinaetf hyljotd Orahani^ with Lady Angiista 
Campbell antfl^ Lady Ch^rfotte Heirtie ; by Lord 
Hdchford W**' Lady Salisbury and Lady Defa-. 
i*are; Lord Delawure with Lady Georgiana 
finlkeiey, '&e. &e. The gehttemen whodfaiiced 
minuets (the Prince of WaJes etcTepted) walked 
fottf with each Tady. After th^se the country- 
dtoces (iotanlencJ^, a^tf si!sr couple only stood op. 
The baH fini^herf about twelve; ^er whieh their 
Bfcijestiesf reth'ed, dud the company began iname- 
ditttefy to depart. 

1?lwugh Messrs. BLWtidell a;nd tffidge \i^6i»6 it 
this time jewellers to theii^ Majesties, the royail 
family chiefly dealt with Mr. Oray, of Sackville^ 
street (then Gray and Constable), this being at thfe 
west end! of th^ to^i^n^ and more convenient ;* his 



taUEKN CHARLOTTi;. 193 

Ro^al Highness the Prince of Wales was a con- 
stant visitor to Mr. Gray. The Queen at this time 
did not expend any sums of consequence in jeweU 
lery« as her Majesty had, as previously observed^ 
a conside)*ai>le stock : she was also very careful that 
the Princesses should not be extravagant in this 
Fespect. Mr. Gray baving :showed her Majesty a 
pair of diamond ear<-ringSy manu£oictured by the 
la<^ Mr. Richard Forster, of Richmond-buildings^ 
Dean-street, SoIk), the Queen admired them for 
a long time, and enquired the pricey but notwith- 
standing the long credit which was at this period 
allowed to the royal family, her Majesty laid them 
down with the following observation — " Very, 
iaadsome indeed, but— t^er^ dearV^ 

On St. David's day this year, as his Royal High- 
ness the Prince loi Wales, through indisposition, 
could not receive the gentlemen, president, &c. of 
the Welch charity school at Carlton House, the; 
annual doaatioa ^f 100 guineas was sent. 

Great alterations having beep made at Carlton 

Housie, his Royal Highness gave a grand ball on 

the 10th, to all the principal nobility and gentry. 

The apartment where the Prince usually dined was 

lighted up by three gilt chandeliers, and a number 

of elegant girandoles. The state-room contains 

the state chair, which is of a gold frame, covered 

W^th crimson damask, and placed beneath a canopy 

5}f richly ornamented crimson velvet. \^ this 

4q[>artment are the pictures of the King and Queen. 

Two chambers intervene between the diuiiij^ 

2b 
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^nd state room, with the pannels and doors so com-- 
triyedy that, when closed, they have not the a,p* 
^arance of apertures. In the balUrooin, am^her 
eljegant apartment, is an orchestra, elevated about 
eleven feet from the ground. The saloon was at 
this time highly admired for the taste and elegance 
of its workmanship, and the range of apartments 
from the saloon to the ball-room formed a grand 
spectacle. 

On the 18th of April his Royal Highness gave 
a public breakfast at Carlton House : about 000 
of the most distinguished persons in the kingdom 
a/5sembled Jn his beautiful gardens about two 
o^clock. The preparations on the occasion were 
full of magnificence. Covers were laid under nme 
extensive marquees for 250 persons, and the en-f 
tertainment consisted of the finest fruits of the 
season, confectionaries, ices, creams, and emble* 
matical designs. Four bands of instruments were 
placed at different parts of the garden, and the 
company were entertained with various novelties 
of a comic kind, some of the performers at the 
Itieatres having attended for that purpose. After 
they had taken refreshments, they rose to dance. 
A beautiful level, in the umbrage of a group of 
trees, was the spot which his Royal Highness se- 
lected for their ball, and he led down the country^ 
dances, first with the Duchess of Devonshire, and 
aftei-wards with one of the Lady Waldegraves^ 
The company frequently changed their partners, 
and at times grouped off into cotillions. Among 
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tke ladies who danced was Mrs. Sheridan. The 
breakfast concluded* about six in the evening i when 
the company retired to dress. 

On the 26th, a grand musical entertainment/ in 
commemoration of Handel, began in Westminster 
Abbey. The plan having been devised by several 
admirers of Handel, and countenanced by the di-^ 
rectors of the Musical Fund> was immediq.tely pa- 
tronized by his Majesty j and Westminster Abbey 
was fixed upon as the projierest place for the 
perfor^Qnaiice, Handel being buried there. Appli- 
cation was made to the Bishop of Rochester for 
the use of it, who readily consented, as the sc|}eme 
was honoured with the King's patronage, but re- 
quested, as the performance would interfere with 
the annual day of the Westminster Infirmary^ that 
the profits of the first day's performance should be 
equally divided between that Infirmary and the 
Musical Fund. This proposition was acceded to, 
it being agreed that the profits of the other days 
should be applied solely to th^ Musical Fund. 
The directors of the concert of Antient Music un-i- 
dertook the management and direction of tire busi- 
ness. Mr. Wyatt was employed to plan and over-^ 
see the executioa of the building in the Abbey. 
7he choral band was put under the direction of 
Dr. Arnold and Mr. Dupuis; the insCrumental 
mider Messrs. Simpson and Ashley. 

The west door was attended by Sif Watkin 

Villiams Wynne, Bart, assisted by Di Arnold^ 

M^ Simpson, and Mr. Ayrton. 
2 B 2 
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The north gallery by Lord Sandwich, assisted 
by Dr. Cooke atid Mr. Ay 1 ward. 

The south gallery by Lord Exeter^ assisted by 
JVlr. Diipuis and M|r. Parsons. 

The bishops' gallery by Mr. Jones^ 

Their Majesties were received at the door of 1^ 
Poets' Corner by the noble directors, who weve dis- 
tinguished by white wands, tipped with gold^ and 
gold medals, appending from white ribbands. The 
assistant directors, whose busipess was to arrange 
and seat the company, had white wands, tipped 
,^with silver, and silVer medals. 

The Prince of Wales was' presi^nt^ without any 
marks ^ distinction, as ,]t was his Royal Higk- 
ness's wish to be incog. 

The Princess .Royal sat on the King's right 
hand. 

Four hundred of the foot guards did duty at the 
avenues of the Abbey, and forty ye^en attended 
the King and Queen. 

There were thrlae pevformances ;• the fira^ two 
consisted of pieces of sacred music, <Scc. selected 
from the works^ of Mr. Handel, and the third of 
the ^' Messiah," in allusion to the Resurrection. 

On the 27th the second performance took place 
at the Pflfntheon, which had been also fitted ap in 
an elegant style by Mr. Wyatt. The east and west 
galleries, and the passages behind the Ionic co- 
lonnade, were supplied with benches, and also tb 
gallery over the orchestra, which had alw a n^ 
organ case, decorated with a transparent por^t 
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trf Handel, by Smirke. The orchestra was con- 
siderably enlarged. Oyer the entrance, and di- 
rectly opposite the orchestra, a gallery was erect- 
ed, supported by six new Ionic columns. In the 
<;entre-gallery was placed their Majesties* box, 
lined with crimson satin, and looking glass, and 
hung with curtains of crimson damask, fringed 
with gold. A dome covered this ^ box, on each 
-side of which were placed the royal supporters in 
g'old. Behind their Majesties' box were seats for 
their attendants. The front of the box was deco- 
rated with crimson satin curtains and valances, 
fringed and laced with gold. 

The third performance took place at Westmin- 
ster Abbey on the 29th. The number of voices, 
and instruments which united in the oratorio pro- 
duced an effect which cannot be described. Up- 
wards of 4500 tickets had been disposed of. 

On the dd of June these performances were re- 
sumed, and select pieces again performed. On 
the 5th, the ** Messiah,** by order of the Queen, 
was repeated. There was a change in the manner 
of executing the music to *^ Lift up your heads^ 
O ye gates ;'* on the former occasion the alternate 
semi-chorusses were performed by all the voicea 
belonging to each part ; but on this day, in order 
to heighten the contrast, by only three of the prin- 
cipal singers, tilt about the ddd bar, wlien the 
whole chorus from each side of the orchestra, joined 
by all the instruments, burst out, '< He is the King 
of Glory'" which had an admirable effect. His 
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Majesty made a signal for the repetition of tkis 
and thie final chorus in the last part. 

These performances in commemoration of Han- 
del produced this year, 

1st day, Westminster Abl)ey, 
May 26 ... 

Sd day. Pantheon, May 27 

Sd day. Abbey, May 29 

4tb day, June 3 • . 

Sth day, June 5 <• * 

At three rehearsals in the Abbey 
and Pantheon 

Their Majesties' donation 

3y sale of books - 

Total 

As a proof of the Queen's strong attachment to 
music, it should be observed that she was the pa- 
troness of the Royal Society for the support of 
decayed musicians and their families, in Lisle- 
^Btreet, Leicester-square. 

There was a grand court and drawiitg«room this 
year on his Majesty's birth-day, at which a great 
number of the nobility attended. At noon the 
poet laureat's ode was performed. At night the 
ball was numerous and brilliant ; the three eldest 
Princesses, the Prince of Wales, and Prince Ed- 
ward being present. 

The Queen was exceedingly splendid, and ap- 
|>eared in great spirits ; her Majesty's dress was a 
green and white silver silk, richly trimmed in em- 
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faroidered crape and silver, and ornamented with 
a profusion of jewels in yarious devices, knots, 
sparkles, &c. 

The Prince of Wales was dressed in a pearU 
coloured silk, embroidered with silver, pearl, and 
foil. 

The Princess Koyal was in a silver silk, ^reen 
and white, ornamented with great taste; The pet- 
ticoat was covered vfHh a most exquisite embroi- 
dered crape, in silver and green foil, variously 
dispersed with beautiful bouquets of roses, jessa«- 
mine, myrtles, &c. 

The Princess Augusta's train was blue and sil- 
ver, the same pattern as that of the Princess 
Koyal, and trimmed in a peculiar style of neat- 
ness and delicacy. The wreaths of white roses 
the rows of silver and blue foil,, the fringes, silver 
bullion, &c. were new of the kind, and perfectly 
IjeautifuL 

Their Majesties entered the ball-room about 
half-past nine, and having paid their compliments 
to the circle, his Royal Highness the Prince of 
"Wales opened the ball. 

On the 22d of September a state bed of rich 
and very curious workmanship was carried to the 
Queen's Palace as a present from Lady Hastings, 
brought from India, and which far exceeded any 
thing of the kind for grandeur ever seen in this 
kingdom. 

The Queen's favourite colour for undress was 
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purple, and ber Majesty frequently wore Irnli' 
poplins. Earl Nug^nt» who about this time re- 
tired from pablic life, had presented a poplin to 
her Majesty in 1775, as we find among his lord- 
ship's poetical works, ** Verses addressed to the 
Queen, with a New Year's Gift of Irish manufac- 
ture,'' 4to. This nobleiioan was the last surviving 
Iriend of Mr. Pope, and was celebrated both as a 
politician and a poet. He was descended from the 
Nugents, Earls of Westmeath, in the kingdom of 
Ireland, and had married the Lady Emilia Plun-r 
ket, second daughter to Peter, the fourth earl of 
Fingal: he, secondly, married the daughter of 
James Craggs, Esq. and widow of Robert Knight, 
Eaq. and having lost his second wife, he mar- 
ried the Countess Dowager of Berkeley. Sooii 
after he had been created an Earl, his daughter 
was married to Earl Temple, theq one p£ the most 
opulent and respectable noblemen in the kingdom. 
Thocigh bred a Roman catholic, Earl Nugent had 
long renounced that persuasion and became a' 
staunch Protestant and whig. He sat in several 
Parliaments, and was author of sonie political 
pieces. JBis ^^ Verses to the Queen" occasioned at 
tJm time the following 

SONNET. 

<< By summer gales and summer prospects won, 
The laric, long silent, shakes bis idle wing ; 

Coropeird by genial warmth to face the sun, 
And hail the ray thai rouses b|m to sing ; 
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•So let eachiordljr bard, nvith silver pen, 

Praise^ Mfhile he feels, the smiles of King or Qtteen, 
I, of the choral train a vrintry i^ren, 

ToQ true' for flattery and foir praise too mean. 
Would strive by constiuit twitterings to make ,known. 

In every hut to every swain and maid, 
Tlie best of husbands that e'er graced a throne. 

The best .of wives that e'er a sceptre swayM, 
And from the great example bid them bless 
^rtue's reward — domestic happiness,*' 

October, 1784. 

Though Earl Nugent's poetry had attainefl 
some celebrity, and was indeed siiperioir to the 
generality of verses pablished by titled bards, he 
did not escape the ishafts of criticism : soon after 
his lordship's gift to the Queen, the following 
epigram appeared in some of the journals of the 
day : 

" A piece of 'fine poplin EarlNuoENT presented. 
With lines to the Queen which his muse had invented ; 
The gift being double, without any puff. 
The Queen gave her thanks for both pieces of %iuff?^ 

On the 20th of Noveniber their Majesties* se- 
cond son. Prince Frederick, was created Duke of 
York and Albany. 

It has been already intimated that the King and 

Queen used occasionally to have therr private rides 

or walks together. In me of #»ose unostentatious 

excursions their Majesties were suddenly overtake 

by a violent ^rtonn j the rain descended in torrents, 

and the thunder awfully roared. The Queen was 

M muph alarmed, thar nhe ran towards a small 

2 c 



hovel, which nhe perceived at somfi distan^e^ fol- 
Ipwed by the King. «Her Majeaty entered pre- 
vious to her royal conaort's arrival^ and » having 
merely requested shf^lter from the stopfn, tfie cot- 
tager had not the least conception of the illustrious 
personages to whom she had the honour of affords 
ing a temporary asylum. Being however naturally 
kind and courteouS| she placed chairs for )}jj^ royal 
guests, and while preparing her children's supper, 
lamented that she could offer no other refrot^ment 
than brown breads ''Alas!" she cried ivitb a 
heavy sigh, " had your honours been here a few 
year$! back, I coi^ld have givjen you, though 1 say 
i^ that sjiould not s^y it^ some qf thp finest bacpn 
in i>U England; aye, bac9n ^t fqr their Maj^s* 

During this speech the King's eyes had l^een 
fixed upon a bacon-racl^, of which his Majesty did 
not kijpw, the use; and having exjgqiredi the popr 
woman exclaimed, " Ah, Siir, that is ^ piece af 
useless Imnjber now, thaugh tim« was when it had 
b^en Ipdei^ with three Qjf fyijr fjitche^af of i^acqn." 
This qhservatioii naturally \eji to an enquiry intq 
the causes which had produced the privf^tioi^ q| 
dpflfiei^^ic cpn^fprtf, ^p.4 %ir aiaaestj^s irer« soon 

^»^^? ^mw^^ v^^ »m»pJ<B W iwdii^serofeteji 

>flWW^* with, a t^air\ pf cpl^itij^ wjhiQh,e*Aite4 
tjli^ >y^i3f\9s/;.sy^£^hy wthm BW^c^ptibk l*^rts^ 
" \are}l, n[^y«wd\rpfflwr^xplai«^dthe.Quee», 
" X df) H9!^de¥jpftir of sj^eipgj yaur.ba^nrrftck.agaift 
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spai*e-rib of you, as 1 atti reitiaikably fdUd of 
j>dfk.** This was said with such 'app^rferit godd- 
natute, that the pdor woihaii immediately i*fej6in^d, 
^* God bless youf feeling heift ! Oh deai' ! if feve'f 
it should be tny lot to fatten anot&ei- ptg^, iii^Msi 
joint ihall be youi-s: b'tit the toi-d kiiosi^i (vK^tt 
iSiat will be, tny good tddp, for poverty ii Aot 
the greatest of my trddbles : we have a poof sttfi 
child, who has cost us k mort of money, I may 
say, almost ever since she,^as born, ^nd for tfie 
Iksi tw^1v6 months we have not been able tb buy 
any doctor's stuff at all." ' 

Their Maj'ei^ties now eagerly enquired fn6 suf- 
ferer's complaint, and the poor woman, to siatisfy 
the curiosity of her' Sympiathetic guests, inimediately 
opeiied thife tfoor of an inner apartment, and dis- 
played her afflicted child ori a tressel bed, with 
merely a fe\^rags to cover her, arid* apparency iii 
th6 last stage of a decline; Their Blajesties \*^ere 
exceedingly aifected, and after a few consolatory 
words to the afflicted parent, the t^iieen presented 
herewith som6 money, and promised that she s^hbiitd 
hear from her in a short tinfie. 

As soon as their Majesties had rekched wihdsdi*, 
the house-apothecary (Mr. Dundas) was sum- 
monsed into the r6yaT presence, and' received orders 
to pay eveiy possible attention to the invalid ; but 
first of all to inquire whether the inhabitants of 
the lowly dvi^cliing v^ere r6al objects of chavity 
and had not incurred the misfortufaes under which 

they laboured through idleness or depravity. 

2 c 2 
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• The result of these enquiries being perfectly sa*^ 
tisfactory, her Majesty dispatched Mr. Duudas to 
the inhabitants of the humble cottage at an early 
hour on the following day. Upon opening the 
door, the gentleman made known the purpose of 
his visit, informing the poor woman that he at- 
tended her child by order of the Queen. *^ The 
Queen, SirT' she exclaimed, '' God Almighty 
bless her Majesty! I cannot conceive how she 
knew I had a sick child." 

" Your memory must be very short, my good 
woman/' replied Mr. Dundas. '' Did not the 
King and Queen take shelter from a thunder storm 
in t^is cottage last night ?" 

** The King and Queen P' she echoed with a 
look of astonishment, blended with apprehension — 
*^ Lack-a-dazy ! then I must be ruinated outright, 
for I never so much as knelt down to them. Oh, 
Sir, sure that good lady and gentleman can never 
be the King and Queen.'' 

Though the gentlenuatn had not much difficulty in 
c<mvincing the womai^^of the truth of his assertions, 
yet he had no small trouble in tranquillizing the ap- 
prehensions of her mind, whea she thought of the 
familiar manner in which she presumed to con- 
verse with Majesty. Soon however the appear- 
ance of one of tlie Queen's attendants, with suit- 
able apparel for the children, and an ample supply 
pf provisions, particularly proper nutriment for 
the poor invalid, dissipated all apprehensions,' and 
4he woman's fears were superseded by sensations 
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of gfratitade aiid delight. On the fpUowing day 
a • sow ready to farrow, was conducted to the pre- 
mises, together with a sum of mone j sufficient to 
extricate, the husband from those difficulties the 
poor woman had so feelingly described; and by 
the aid of which.these truly grateful people were 
enabled to resume the comforts they had formerly 
enjoyed. , 

Through the skill and attention of Mr. Dundas^ 
the invalid gradually recovered ; hence we may be 
convinced that many a valuable life is sacrificed 
through the want of the care and attention of a 
GooB Samaritan. Content now filled the breast 
of each inhabitant of this humble retreat, and 
g^ratitude was so strongly impressed upon the heart 
of this poor woman, that she could not forget the 
order she had received from the Queen* 

The sow did not only produce a healthful but an 
abundant progeny, part of which were destined to 
fill the rack which had been so long empty ; whilst 
the spare-rib of the first that was slaughtered the, 
poor woman resolved to present personally to her 
Majesty. For this purpose she dressed herself in 
her best apparel, and a new long red cloak, which 
nearly reached to her feet, was sported for the first 
time on this occasion. The spare-rib was carefully 
wrapped up in a clea^ napkin, and put into a 
basket, and with this offering of a grateful heart 
she made the best of her way to the palace. On 
her arrival at Windsor, she was informed that 
their Majesties were in London: this infon^atioa 



^caiiion6d coixside^le BMyftiftcstion ami (&ap^ 
paintment; while tome of the inferior servaiitir. 
Who itefe fidioidln^ her country appearance, told 
her Ae had better proceed to Biicking*hani House, 
where she troold be certain of seeing the Queen. 

The woman, not hatitfg the least conception of 
tiie distance hetWeen Bn^kingfham House and 
Windsor, and through her simplicity taking it 
for granted that the adfide Was giten oat of pure 
good nature, and not for the sake of a joke, 
dropped alow cottrtesy tocher informer, returned 
many thanks, and dirfscting her stepsr towards 
liOTidon, inquired heif way to BitokingfaiBim 6ate. 
Comfdetely exhatisted by fatigue and ^i^ertion, the 
poor woman at length arrived at the long-wished 
for* place, and it having been a public day, by 
some accident she entered the iron gfaies. A 
colonel who' happened to be officially employed in 
die palace that day (whose nanar^ was^ Wortbam) 
seeing a person of hei" eilraordinary appearance 
endeavouring to enter one of the state-apartmentsr, 
demsmdlsd her motive add business. The poor 
creature immediately related her simple narriative, 
though not without feelings of alarm, somewhat 
fike those she had ex:perienced when informed' that 
her august visitor!) were the King and ^een: at 
the same time she coihpfained of ettrem^ ex- 
haustion and fatigue, but declared she would a 
second time cheerfully go through all if she might - 
but have the honour of preaentiog her spare-rib to> 
tKeQiieen# 



* Tjbpv||;)i tfhe oo}oi|0l iCjojuild seercely ^ofr^ia fr^ipt 
fmiliog at the lyoHaap's ^iinp^icitj, ye% he wa» 
t^haruii^d vHh feer gratitude apd respejijt for t^ 
Qfiffi». ^6 ppinted <^t|t the im^ssikiliity of hf$r 
^aeipg wy of the royil faqaily upon a. coiirt-day, 
but promised to inform her Majesty $h? had bieen, 
M Ab, Sir," she replied in a tone of sorrow^ " thisl 
pork will not be half so good to-iQorFQ\ir as it is 
to»day^ for pigs ,^nd pigeons yo^^' honour, oughjtf 
as a body may say, almost to be eaten ali?e ; and 
^ur^Iy hpr Majesty should have the best of what 
comes out of my hmnble dwellings seeing as how 
iibe has been the making both of ilie and mine/' 

In order to satisfy the poor woman thai her 
Majesty should partake of the hutnble offering in 
it9 most perfect state, ttia colonel desired her to be 
shown into one of the inferior apartments, and 
sending for the clerk of the kitchen at the sanie 
timo, requested that the pork might appear on the 
table that very day, and that her Majesty should 
have the full history of it. With this promise tha 
woman was completely satisfied, and having taken 
some refreshment, the colonel seitt his own seirvant 
with fac^ to the Windsor stage* 

Wh<m 1^ Queen was informed of thii^ adveft« 
ture, li^r Majesty. expressed muck diapleasure to*- 
wat^i the person who had occasioned the poor 
woman's unnecessary journey; and though she 
amilefi at her simplicity, yet she was so delighted 
with this act of gratitude, that the Queen abso« 
Ifit^y dined that day upon the spare-rib of pork« 



«06 HfEMOIftS 6» THE LATE 

This family was afterwards added to the list of her 
Majesty's pensioners, for she was very attentive to 
all individuals who were known to be in situations 
of pecuniary distress and difficulty, and it must be 
acknowledged that her Majesty's doi^ations were 
always private and unostentatious. Every quarter, 
on receiving the paynient of her income from the 
Treasury, the Qoeen commissioned four pages (who 
were bound to secrecy) to take a separate division 
of the town for the purpose of settling with those 
pensioners, who consisted of decayed families, 
widows, and orphans. It must also be observed, 
that if one of those pages was ever known to be- 
tray any one of his royal mistress's secrets, he was 
immediately dismissed. 

Mr. Gray, of Sackville-street, in consequence 
of the dissolution of his partnership with Mr. Con- 
stable, who opened a similar concern in the same 
place, w^s obliged for the recovery of his det>ts to 
institute legal proceedings against several illus- 
trious characters; particularly his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. By these means Mr. Gray 
received several coBsiderable sums, though he was 
mortified by the temporary desertit>n of some -of 
his most distinguished customers. The Prince of 
Wales transferred his favours to Mr. Jefferys, 
jeweller, PalUmall, who was afterwards member 
of Parliament for the city of Coventry. 

The 1st of January, 1785, was, according to 
custom, observed at St. James's as a high festival. 
Their Majesties, the Prince of Wales, the Princess 

,9 
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RoyiDil, and otber9 of the royal family^ received the 
complitnents of the nobility and gentry ; and the 
ode written and set to music for the occasion wa^ 
performed by the gentlemen, of his Majesty's 
chapel, and the choirs of Westminster Abbey aiiid 
St. Paul's Cathedral. 

The 18th being observed as hei* Majesty's birth* 
day^ between eleven and twelve o'clock the Kin^ 
and Queen, the Princess Boyal, Princess Eliza- 
beth^ and Princess Augusta, with Prince Ed ward> 
«find several others of the royal children^ went to 
St. James'si About half after one o'clock they 
entered the drawing-room to receive the compli* 
ments of the nobility^ 

. The King appeared* in a suit of scarlet, em- 
broidered with gold. The Queen wore a plain 
cuquelicot satin, trimmed with a rich point lace. 
The Prince of Wales was in a purple velvet, richly 
embroidereddown the seams. The Princess Royal's 
train was a small pattern in gold tissue, with 
poppy colour : the decoratiotis of the petticoat were 
finely conceived in wreaths of foil and gold, with 
beautiful embroidered crape, brilliants, gold tas- 
sels* &c. Her Majesty was attended by Lady 
Egremqnt, as.lad^4>f the bed-chamber, and the 
Princess Royal by Lady Elizabeth Waldegrave. 
About nine their Majesties and the Royal Family 
entered the ball-room ; and the minuets were com- 
menced by the Prince of Wales with the Princess 
Royal and Princess Augusta: Prince Edward 
with the Duchess of Rutland and the Countess of 
Salisbury. The otlier dancers consisted of the 
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Bachess of Ratland, Countess of Salisbttry^ Lady 

Parkert Honourable Misses Townshend, Thynne, 

Murray, &c. Lords Stopford, Strathaven, St. 

.Asaph, Earl of Morton, Earl of Rochford, Hon. 

G. Hanger, &c. 

In the evening of February the 7th, Lord Ber- 

-vick^s house in Portman-sqoare was thrown open 

for the reception of masks. The company w^re 

selected by tickets limited to the number of SOO^p 

and about eleven o^ clock the rooms were coifipletelj 

filled with the iTashionable world in a great variety 

of excellent masquerade figures; the dominos 

(contrary to the generality of masquerades) not 

being very prevalent. About half past eleven 

his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales's party 

arrived from Carlton House, and consisted of a 

convent of grey friar^, under the direction of a 

superior : they were thirteen in number, and most 

completely clad. The superior of these friars 

sung an extremely witty new character song, with 

a chorus by the whole fraternity in a circle; 

which, at the request of the company, was sung a 

second time in the same manner. About one 

o'clock, the whole body of monks unmasked, and 

were discovered to consist of the following group : 

Superior of the Convent,' Captain Morris, 
by whom the Song was written. 
Monks. 
](Iis Royal Highness the Hon. — -^ St. John. 
Prince of Wales. J. Payne, Esq.* 



q. 



Jrrince oi Wales. J. Jrayne, Jiisq. 

Hon. H. Conway. P. O' Byrne, Es<_ 

Hon. G. Conway. M. Braddyll, Esq. 

Hon. C. Dillon. Col. Gardener. 

Hon. S. Finck Gapt. Boyte. 
Lord Strathaven. 
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The poet laureat, William Whitehead, Esq. 
"died on the 14th of April, at his apartments in 
Charles-street, Grosvenor-square. On the 20th 
Us remains were interred in South Audley Chapel. 

Among the jeuxd^esprits of this day were "Pro- 
bationary. Odes," supposed to have been sent to 
ihe Lord Chamberlain's, office, for the vacant poet 
laureatship, by several candidates, consisting of the 
then most popnlar living characters. We give 
the following short extracts from these burlesque 
odes as the most applicable to the present work ; 
though by no means the best specimens of their 
humour : 

'^ Farewell awhile ye summer breezes ! 

What is the life of Man ? 

A span ! 

Sometimes it tiiaws, sometimes it freezes, 

Just as it pleases ! 

If heaven, decrees, fierce whirlwinds rend the air^ 

And Ihen, again. Behold ! 'tis fair ! 

Thus Peace and War on earth alternate reign. 

Auspicious George, thy powerful word 

Gives Peace to France and Spain^ "^ 

And sheathes the martial svvord !" 

« Fall to, 
Ye royal crew, 
Eat ! eat ! your bellies fall— pray do— 
At treats I never winces ; 

TheQ shall say, 

Once in a way, • 

Her maids have been well cramm'd— her young ones 
dined like Princes. 
2d2 
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For Ibis big^ morn. 
Great George was born. 
The tidings all tbe Poles sball sing ; 
Let all dae homage pay, 
On this his native day, 
peorge, by the grace of God, our rightful King.*^ 

Thomas Warton, fellow of Trinity College^ 
and professor of poetry in Oxford, was now apr 
pointed poet laureat 

|lis Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was 
admitted a member of the beef-steak club on the 
14th of May. The club was at this time of fifty 
years standing, and consisted of the most classical 
and ingenious wits in the kingdom. As bis Royal 
Higbnesfs had signified a wish of belonging to the 
society, an4 as there was no vacancy, it was pro- 
posed to make him an hoporary member^ but that 
being declined, it was agreed to increase the 
nuniiber from twenty-five, and his Royal Highnesi^ 
in consequence was unanimously elected. 

On the 2d of June the grand musical concert 
from Handel's works' was performed at Westmin- 
ster Abbey to a most brilliant audience, consisting 
of upwards of 20Q0 persons of the highest rank. 
Their Msyesties (under whose patronage this annual 
commemoration of Handel was undertaken) were 
present, accompanied by the Princess Royal, 
Princess Augusta, and some of the yoiinget bran- 
fjhes of th^ royal fanaily. The concert was com- 
posed of miscellaneous pieces, of which the 
<* Dettingen Te Deqm,*' and the « Dead Marcl\ 
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in Saul," were most distinguished. In the former, 
the solo part, which was sung the preceding yeai^ 
by Champn^s, was this year sung' by Tasca, in a 
far superior style, and with a greater effect. In 
the march, the drUms which Mr. Aldridge beat, 
were so much improved, that they had a most ad* 
mirable effect. The receipts of this musical fes-» 
tival, including their Majesties' donation of four 
hundred guineas, amounted to 11,648Z. 13«. 



Expenses • , , ^ 
To the Royal Society of Musi- 

ciians t - r 

To St. George's Hospital 
Westminster Hospital 
Bemaining . ^ r 



His Majesty's birth-day this year was dis- 
tinguished by the splendid appearance of the 
drawing-room. The King was in a plain suit, of 
a milk chocolate colour. The Queen was superbly 
dressed in blue and silver; the petticoat was en* 
tirely covered with a rich silver embroidered crape; 
her jewels were disposed with uncommon taste, and 
raised to. suqh advaqtage oni a black ground ia 
stripes, as. made a most brilliant appears^nce. The 
Prince of Wales was in a royal purple velvet, richly 
embroidered with silver. The Princess Royal'si 
dress was lilac, embellished with silver embroideredi 
f r^pe, of superior work, representing varioui^ de-i 
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Tices, in wreaths, knots, and flower baskets, inter- 
spersed with a variety of small bonqaets of naturail 
flowers. Princess Augusta was in a pea-green and 
silver tissue, tlie same pattern as her sister's, but 
onmmented with different colours. Her Highness 
wore a^ beautiful bouquet in her bosom. The 
Pk*incess Elizabeth's dress was the very counter- 
part of the Princess Royal's ; the bouquets wi<& 
which it was ornamented were chiefly of jonquils 
and myrtles. Her Highness difie^ from her 
sisters by wearing no bouquet in her bosom. 

The ball-room displayed a brilliant company. 
Lord Salisbury bore the rod of office, but being ab- 
sent through indisposition, it descended to a deputy. 
The Prince of Wales opened the ball with the 
Princess Royal, and afterwards danccycl with the 
Princess Augusta. The Princess Elizabeth, wh6 
visited the ball-room for the first time, walked the 
Bext minuet ; Lord Rochford was honoured with 
her Highness's hand upon this occasion. The 
minuets ended about half-past ten, when the coun« 
try-dances commenced. Eight couple stood up, 
but the space was too confined to admit of their 
dancing in the best order. The ball ended a few 
minutes before twelve, in consequence of its being 
Saturday night. 

The Prince of Wales gave a grand fete at 
Carlton House on the 10th of June. The ball- 
room was fitted up in a light and pleasing style. 
Twelve superb lustres were suspended from the 
ceiling, and the same number of girandoles on 
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bradceliSf placed roundi the room. Two orches* 
tn^ W^e ccmstnieted, hung with crimson silk, 
Upwards of two hundred ladies were present, some 
of whom were of the first accomplishments and 
fashion. The ball was suspended at half-past one^ 
and the company repaired to supper. Five rooma 
were laid out for the purpose. The Prince and a 
party^ consisting of one hundred ladies and getb- 
tlemen, supped in the grand escaglio saloon. The 
Duchess of Devonshire was seated on the right 
hand of his Royal Highness, and Lady Beau* 
champ on the left. All the first families in the 
kingdom supped in this apartment. The company 
^mounted together to four hundred and fifty. The 
supper consisted of eight removes, of the most 
choice dishes, and a grand display of confection^ 
ary, with the most curious fruits. 

After supper the daoces were resumed with 
gre^t hilarity. The Prince danced with the 
Duchesa of Grordon, laAy Duncannon, and several 
oUier ladies. 

Balloons were all the rage at this time, but the 
royal family, particularly the Queen, did not seem 
much interested in those aerial voyages. Their 
Majesties, the Princess Royal, Princess Elizabeth, 
and three of the younger children, visited Egham 
races. At half-past twelve o'clock on the 29th of 
August they came upon the course, and the Duke 
pf Queensberry gave their Majesties some account 
of the horses that were to run. The Lord Mayor 
^d Lady Mayoress had some eoaversation with 
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tbe King and Queen. His Majesty appeared cfti 
the ground on horseback, and conversed with thc^ 
clerk of the course at diflferent times. The Queen^ 
Princess Royal, and Princess Elizabeth, were inf 
an open landau. The three royal children were in 
a coach. Their Majesties while in the field re- 
galed themselves with cold beef, ham, and veal, 
and seemed to enjoy their plain repast : they ex- 
pressed themselves much pleased with the day's 
sport. 

At this time Prince William Henry arrived at 
Falmouth in the Hebe frigate, commanded by 
Commodore Gower, and was very pleasrftitly etfc- 
tertained at Lord Falmouth's, at Tregothhah. 
His Royal Highness rode in the morning to Truro; 
paid a visit to the corporation, and was accom-^ 
panied by Mr. Daniels, the proprietor of th^ 
smelting-house, to see the different operations of 
melting the tin. The Prince ate a luncheon of 
beef-steaks, broiled in one of the hot tins, which 
is said to be the only way of eating a rump-steak 
in perfection. After which his Royal Highness 
returned with Lord Falmouth and tbe Commodore, 
«U on horseback, to Tregothnan, and in the even* 
ing visited the theatre at Truro; 

His Royal Highness also went to see the mines, 
which produce both copper and tin: he asked se- 
veral pertinent questions, and on his being inform- 
ed that a considerable revenue was paid to his 
brother, the Prince of Wales, as Duke of Corn- 
wall^ from the tio mines, each block paying him 



dM>Qt twelve shillings, lie said he was very happy to 
hear it, for i|i all probability the tin-cash would be 
very acceptable to his brother George. 

On the 12th of September the King and Queen, 
with the Prince^ Ernest, Augustus, and Adolphus, 
their Majesties' fiftll^ sixths and seventh ^ons ; ffae 
Princess Royal, the Princess Aug^ista^ and Prin- 
eess Elizabeth, attended by the Right Hon. Lady' 
Elizabeth Wahlegrave, lady of the bed-chamber 
to the Princess Royal, General Harcourt and 
CMonel Manners, aides-de-camp to Hts Majesty, 
and Mr. Hayes, governor to the young Princes, 
paid a visit to Lord and Lady Harcourt at their seat 
at Nuneham, purposing to return to Windsor the 
sanie evening ; but the weather being favourable, 
his Majesty and Royal Consort resolved to take 
this opportunity of privately visiting Oxford, and 
therefore diept that night at Nuneham. 

The next morning, about a quarter past \etL 
o*ck>ck, their Majesties and the royal oflspring, 
with the Earl and Countess of Harcourt added to 
theii* suite, arrived at Oxford in five carriages, and 
passing through, the fields behind Merton College, 
arrived at Christ Church, and entering the Ca- 
thedral at prayer time, took their seats during 
divine servif;e. After which, having viewed the 
windows, &g. they were conducted to the hall, 
the dean's apartment, and the library, and from 
thence to Corpus Christi College, Here the Rev, 
Dr. Dennis, president of St. John's College, as 

vfce-chancellor, pi^eceded by the /beadles with their 

2 E - 
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Dtaves invert^dy* did himself the honour of payings 
bis respects to their Majesties^ and attended them 
from thence to Merton College^ and to ihe Rad- 
cliviah library. 

Their Majesties from hence entered the public 
schools at the eastern gate, and passing through 
the divinity school, were ushered into the theatre, 
where the heads of houses, doctors in- the different 
faculties, &c. were assembled. In the area of 
this magnificent room,, chairs being placed for that 
purpose, tlieip Majesties and the Royal Family 
were seated- for some time, and the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, with the heads- of houses, the Hon. Mr. 
Matthew, of Corpus Christi, and the Proctors, had 
the honour of kissing their Majesties* hands. 

The Bodleian library was next visited, where 
th^ librarian had the honour of kissing their Ma- 
jesties' hands. From thence Ahe Ring, Queen, 
and Royal Family were conducted to the Picture 
Gallery, and afterwards saw the Pomfret and 
Arundelian marbles; and in the Music School 
the professor had likewise thei honour of kissing 
hands. 

Leaving the public edifices, tlieir Majertiei^ vir 
sited the chapel and library at New. College; and 
from thence passed through the gardens of St. 
John's, wher& having seen the library, chapel, and 
hall, they were conducted to the observatory. 
From this place his Majesty and the Royal Family 
proceeded to the (founciUchamber, where John 
Treacher, Esq. the then mayor,, with the alder* 



merit assistants, &c. attended in their formalities 
to receive the Rojal Visitors. The King was 
pleased to confer the honour of knighthood 6n the 
mayor, who with the aldermen, &c. had also the 
honour of kissing hands. 

Their Majesties from hence visited All Souls 
and Magdalen Colleges, where having seen the 
chapels, libraries, &c. they quitted Oxford on their 
return to Lord Harcourt's, a little past five o'clock, 
where an elegant cold collation waited their ar- 
rival, and they set out for Windsor about seven 
the same evenings 

On their Majesties returning from London to 
Windsor in their post-chaise, early in October, at 
their being set down, a number pf children sur- 
rounded the carriage to see the King and Queen j 
and amongst them was a very fine boy, that morn- 
mg put in breeches for the first time. His Ma- 
jesty instantly fixed his eye on the cheerful coun- 
tenance of the child, and asked him whose boy 
he was. The lad replied, ''My father ris the 
.King's beef-eater." "Then,'* «aid 'the King, 
^' down ^on your ^knees, and you 'shall have the 
'honour to kiss the Queen's hand :" to which tb» 
boy replied, "No, I won't kneeLdown, beta? ») 
•I shall dirt my new breeches.*' This extempore 
repartee had such a pleasing efiect on their Ma;i- 
jesties, that they made the boy a present of five 
^ineas. . 

On the 8th the King was thrown from his horse 

in Windsor Park^ but sustained no injni^. 

2e2 
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On tbe l$th the Dake and Duchess of Cumber- 
land unexpectedly arrived from the continent 
They sooi^ afterwards set out from London to 
Avignon, and on the 16th of Noveoibef a courier 
arrived iCt Carlton House with accounto of their 
having safely landed at Boulogne. 

In consequence of General EliotVs gallant de- 
fence of Gibraltar, tbe Kitigt Queen, apd Royal 
Family condescended to acpept a golden medal 
each in commeoLoration of the glorious eveut. 
The^ medals were delivered to their Majesties 
and the Royal Family, by order of General Eliott, 
about the middle of November* The face of the 
lyedal rejpnesented a rock. Motto <>fi the lejp en4 ^ 
Per M di$€rim4na reruns; exei^ue xiij ^Slqpt. 
MDCCXfXXXU. On the reverse, s, erowu of laurel, 
with a Geroaan motto, Bruder^ch^f signifying 
brotherhood* Within the wreath, the names 4^ 
the four principal' officers^ MeMeu, LamaUe, 
^S^fddw^ ^iott. The dies were exficnXed by Mr. 
Pingo, and, upwards of twelve hundred struck off 
in gcrild aftd silver. 

Elarly in Novepnber, Jus Serene Highi»ess PriBce 
George of Mecklenburg Strelitfiip ymiiigest brotliett 
to her M^esty, died alt Tyrnau^ in Hungary:. In 
a few day^ after died her Sei*ene Highness Frin* 
cess Chtrlotte Wilhelinjiii^ of Hescie Darstrtadt^ 
oonsoit to his Serene H%h*ess. Pritoce Charles c^f 
Medclenburg Strelitz, .brother to her Bfaj^sty* 
Her Serene Highpqss. had been previously fheli- 
vered of a Prince. 
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The 51^ of Janaary,^ 1786, being the ^ay ap- 
fi^iiited for the celebration ^f the new year» the 
vsual <)er«monies were observed at St. James's. 

£[er Majesty's birth-day was not kept this year 
till the 9th of February, on account of the mourn- 
ing. An elegant court assembled, at an early hour. 
The. Kingv who appeared remarkably dieeifal, 
Vas dressed in , brown velvet, richly embrqidere4 
with goldand silver. The Queen was in a beantilul 
laurel-green satin, trimmed with a~ rich embroi- 
dered crape, in coloured foils, &c. Her Majestf 
appeared in very good spirits, both at the 
^kawing-r#om and in the evening* The Prioee 
mf Vfsies ivas in a rich dress of $ilv^, on a garter: 
%ijae ground. . The Princess RoyaKs'dreis was « 
robe of lemon satin, with the body of the same, Ihe 
'ipetticoat trimmed with gold gauz^ plaiped around 
jn large f>uffs, tvith some few flowiers; her head 
ornaflHented wjih white feathers and otfie l>lacii, 
^hi^ contained a ntnnbef of diameods, elegaBiUy 
^arranged. The Frincisss Atigusta was dressed Ube 
^net sister, eiccept in the inmnnii^ of her petticoat, 
which was plaited in rtrip^s^ and ba4 a bwutilial 

TJbfe Ml i« the tvemttg was h%hly splendid, and 
(displayed an «iieHftblage ofbeauity nrluciiiio cowt 
ik Ae «wmrse^ever eKlubtted. The company were 
mo mbnerons, that the tpartmont was <»*owded bid- 
fore the Ring and Queen emtered, and sonn after* 
wwds hord Ayiesiord found k necessaiy te gi^e 
directions that no naore peMow shonld he Adautted, 
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-and that the door should be locked. This novel 
order was obeyed in almost nnconrtly manner bj 
some of the yeomen, ivho pushed the gentlemen 
back, 'who had not come at an earlier hour, with 
great rudeness. The ball terminated between 
twelve and one, after which their Majesties and the 
!Priiicesses retired. The Prince of Wales remained 
some little time in conversation with the ladies, and 
on his withdrawing, the company began imme- 
-^iately to depart ; but it was not till three in the 
morning that the cdurt was entirely cleared. 

The ladies, in general, far outshone the gentle- 
men in appearance. The most remarkable person 
at the ball was the ambassador from Tripoli, at- 
liended by his page of honour and secretary, M 
dressed ;in the habits of their oountry. They ap- 
-peared quite delighted wkh and astonished at the 
<;rowd of beauties that surroimded them ; nor were 
tliey iess objects of admiration to the British ladies,, 
who beheld with wonder the venerable beard of 
this august sage. This ambassador, when he had 
been presented to his Majesty (Jan. 27) brought 
over with him as a present to the King, from the 
Bey his master, a very rich saddle, with stirrups 
of steel, doi;ibie ^ilt, the breast-plate of embossed 
gold, and a bridle of curious workmanship. 

Early in March his Royal Highness Prince Wil- 
liam Henry was initiated into the ancient and 
honoiTrable society of Free and Accepted Masons, 
No. 86, held at the Prince George Inn, Plymouth. 

Hjs Royal Highness Prince William accepted 
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ftic freedom of Plymouth, which was presented to 
him at Mr. Winners, May 28, in a very elegant 
box, by tlie four senior aldermen and common 
counciUmen.. His Royal Highness afterwards^ 
sailed in the Pegasus frigate,, and the Rose, Cap- 
tain Harvey, 4\)r Gnemseyr and from thence fox; 
Halifax and Newfoundland, 

Mrs. Georgiana Herbert was now appointed one 
of her Majesty's bed-chamber women, in the place 
of Mrs. B6ughton, deceased, and in consequence 
of the death of Mrs. Bloodworth, the Hon. Ariatia 
Margaret Egerton was another of her Majesty's- 
bed-chamber womenr 

l^he King; Queen, and Princess Royal were 
sponsors at the christening of the Earl of Salisbury's 
daughter : his Grace the Archbi«hop of Canterbury 
performed tlie service,* at his Lordship's house i'n 
Arlington-street, on the 27th of ApriU The 
Qiieen received the chitd from Lady Essex, an4 
the Archbishop received it from the Queen, who 
named it Georgina Ckarlotta Augusta. The pre- 
sent which his Majesty gave on this pccasion wasf 
a pieee ef plate of one hundred and twenty 
ounc^ weight, which was inscribed with the name 
of the child, the i^nsors, &c. It is wortliy of 
observation^ tl)at sixteen years had previously 
elapsed without a visit of a matrimonial pledge of 
felicity between the Earl and Countess of Salisbury, 
and doubtless the birth of this child afforded con** 
^id^rablejoy. 
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The three young Princes, Emert, Augustus, and 
Adolphua, attended by Lord Howe and General 
Fawcett, went to Gravesend, and embarked on 
board the Augusta yacht for Germany. His Royd 
Highness Prince Edward was promoted to the raak 
of colonel in the army, by brevet bearing date 
May 20. 

At the first Musical Festival this year at West- 
minster Abbey, in commemoration of Handel, 
May 91, more than 2,600 persons were present, 
and the clioir, including music, consisted of 640 
hands. The presence of their Majesties, with the 
Princess Royal, Princess Elizabeth, two other of 
the Princesses, and three Princes, * a^cccmipanied 
by the Prince of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and a nu« 
merous retinue, formed a most splendid appear- 
ance. 

The second day's perfermaiice, Saturday, June 
the 8d, was better attended, if possible, than the 
first. . 

' Tuesday, June the 6th, the sacred oratorio of 
the '^ Messiah," was performed before a company 
equally nnmerous and brilliant with any of the 
former days. On the 8th of June the musio of 
the second day's performance (the oratorio of 
^ Israel in Egypt,") was repeated by command 
of Ws Majesty. 

These musical festivals produced thi9 year. 
12,326/, ]2«. 

The" Royal Society of Musician^ received 3^300/. 
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St.. George's and Westminster hospitals, 1,300/. 
The band of masic were paid 3,200/. the builder 
1,210/. and the rest was expended in printing*, &c. 

His Majesty's birth-day was celebrated on Mon- 
day, the 6th of June, when there was a very nu- 
merous and splendid appearance of the nobility,, 
foreign ministers^ and persons of distinction at SU 
James's. The King was dressed in a plain brown, 
agreeable to his accustomed neatness on this occa- 
sion. The Qaeen was in royal purple, entirely 
covered with fine Brussels' lace.^ This was the 
most costly dress her Majesty ever wore on the 
occasion : it displayed peculiar neatness and ele- 
gance, which was exceedingly heightened by the 
brilliant effect of her jewels. Among other dia- 
monds her Majesty had a beautiful bouquet of 
brflliiants. 

The Prince of Wales was in an elegant suit of 
an orange -colour, embroidered with- silver : the 
star, of the order of St. George, was composed 
of brilliants with exquisite taste. 

The Princess Royal was in a pea-green and sil- 
ver lutestring, most superbly trimmed. Her 
Htghness's train had a rich border of various co- 
lours. The petticoat was covered with an embroi- 
dered crape, representing oak branches and flea- 
rettes of the finest workmanship in silver and foil ; 
also pending acorns^ so efl^ective as scarcely to be 
distinguished from nature. An interspersion of 
white ostrich feathers, and beautiful spangled 

S^auze at bottom, served to relieve, and added 

2 V 
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much to the magnificeace and lustre of the 
whole. 

Princess Aughsta and Princess Elizabeth were 
in pink and silver^ of the same pattern^ and deco« 
rated with the same taste and fancy as their Royal 
Sister's. 

The ball-room had a brilliant appearance early 
in the evening. The Prince of Wales entered a 
little before nine. The King, Queen, and the 
three elder Princesises soon after appeared ; her 
Majesty was exceedingly courteous and affable. 
The Prince of Mecklenburg was also present, but 
did not join in any of the dances. After the coun- 
try^dances their M^jesti^s gave notice of retiring, 
and the ball endedw 

At this time his Koyal Highness die Prince of ' 
Wales was very much involved. His Royal High- 
ness had become attached to Mrs. Fitzherbert: 
this lady, the daughter of Walter Smith, Ei$q. 
formerly of Tonge Castle, in Shropshire, was born 
in October, 1755. She married, first, John Weld, 
Esq. of Lulworth Castle, Dorsetshire, a widower, 

and secondly Fitzherbert, Esq. of Swinner- 

ton, in Staffordshire, who fell a sacrifice to the 
riots in 1780. At this time she appeared ia the^ 
gay world with remarkable splendour and distinc- 
tion. Many vague itnd improbable rumours were 
circulated, and the lady was now considered as 
neither a wife nor a widow. Mr. Jefferys, the 
jeweller, of Pali-mall^ was one of his Royal High- 
nesses chief creditors, whose debts were estimated 
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nsft 350,000/. His Royal Highness's race-horses cost 
*30,000/. a year. When a statement of the debts 
IfFas laid before his Majesty, a positive refusal of 
his consent to the discharge of them was the result ; 
nor would he allow any increase of income. His 
Royal Highness (notwithstanding the aspersions of 
Mr. JefFerys, whose pamphlet we shall hereafter 
notice) displayed on the present occasion a noble 
iBpirit, for he determined to lay aside his state — 
retire to a private station — disband his household — 
suspend the intended improvements of Carlton 
'fioijse — ^abridge Qvery unnecessary expense, and 
assign the produce of the sale of his horses and 
other superfluities, with the consequent savings, 
to the use of his creditors. From his future in- 
come, his Royal Highness resolved to. appropriate 
the sum of 40,000/. per annum, to commence from 
the ensuing quarter, for the benefit of those who 
had claims upon him, and that four of his Royal 
Highness's friends should be fixed on frfr .the due 
appropriation of the money. According to this 
determination, letters were written to the gentle- 
men of his household, on the 7th of July, stating 
that their services would for the present be dis- 
pensed with. The four whoni his Royal Highness 
retained, and to whom the management of the 
funds to be set apart for the payment of the debts 
was entrusted, were Colonels Hotham, Hulse^ 
Lake, and Henry Lyte, Esq^. 

On the 21st and 25tb, a numerous assemblage of 
the principal noblemen and turf-gentlemen attend* 

2 F 2 
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ed at the sale of his Royal Highness the Frioce of 
Wales's stud of brood mares and horses in train- 
ing*. It was a remarkably good sale, the hordes 
j<i general produced very good prices, with only 
one exception, which was that Rochinghqmf the 
Prince's favourite horse, got by Highjlyer, at this 
time allowed to be the best horse in the world, 
sold for 800 guineas only. He cost his Royal 
Highness 2000. He was bought by Mr. Bullock, 
who afterwards declared,' that rather than not have 
bad him, he would hatve gone to double the price* 

Amongst many others the following were pur- 
chasers : 

Mr. Wyndham bought Ulysses^ five years old, 
for 1 10 guineas. 

Mr. Biitt bought Hardwickf five years old; for 
ISO guineas. 

Mr. Hull bought Braganzaj three years, with 
liberty of taking all the engagements at starting, 
for 170 guineas. 

Mr. Beardmore bought Mufti, three years, with 
' his engagements, for 23 guineas. 

Colonel O'Kelly bought Charles, two years, 
with his engagements, for 120 guineas. 

Mr. Hull bought a grey colt, two years, by 
Highjltfer, with engagements, for 140 guineas. 

Colonel O'Kelly bought Augmta, two years old, 
with engagements, for 280 guineas. 

Lord GrosvenoT bought Nelly^ two years dd, 
with ditto, for 270 guineas. » 

The yirboleof the horses sold produced 7,586/. ^. 



It is worthy of obtiervatiou, that Colonel O'Kelly 
put Augusta in at five, and bought her at 200 
guinea)). 

At this time the Duke of Saxe Gotha, uncle ef 
his Majesty, and brother of the late Princess 
Dowager of Wales, had been for some days tin 
England ; but on account of his advanced age his 
Grace did not appear publicly at the drawing- 
rooms, but paid his respects to their Majesties at 
Kew and Windsor. His Grace also travelled as a 
private nobleman. 

On the 2d of August, as his Majesty was alight- 
ing from his carriage, at the garden door, opposite 
the Duke of Marlborough's wall in St. James's 
Park, to go to the levee, a woman decently dressed 
in ar black silk cloak, &c. pretendedly offered his 
Majesty a paper, which appeared folded in the form 
of a petition. His Majesty stooped to receive, it, 
but the point of a knife appearing at the end of 
the paper, and a pass being made by the woman 
at the same instant, towards his beUy, between the 
coat and waistcoat (the knife having ju&t touched 
the waistcoat) the King drew back and said, 
'^ What does the woman mean?'' One of the 
yeomen (Lodge) observing something extraordi* 
nary, seized the woman by the arm» and imme- 
diately the knife dropped out of her hand. The 
yeoman, taking up the knife, said, '* It is a knife." 
It seems the weapon was so much worn, and so 
very thin, tbat when she thmst it against his Ma^^ 
jf sty's waistcoat, it b^nt. The JUng uamediately 
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said, ** I am not burt; take care of the wotnan~- 
iDlie is mad — do not hurt her.'^ His Majesty went 
forward into the palace, and when he had reco- 
vered himself from the surprise, seemed s^reatly 
affected, and uttered same expressions sig^nifying 
that he had not deserved this treatment from any 
of his subjects, flis Majesty now examined tlie 
paper which he took from the woman, wherein 
y^M written, ^* To the King's most excellent Ma* 
jesty,'" (the usual head to petitions) but noUiing 
more. 

TJie woman was immediately taken into cus- 
tody, and carried to the inner guard chamber. 
Upon being questioned by several persons how she 
could make so wicked and daring an attempt, 
she returned for answer 'that they had no right to 
examine her ; when she was brought before the 
proper persons, she would give her reasons. 

She was then taken into the Queen's anti-cham« 
ber, where she remained till near five o'clock ; 
during which time, though spoken to by many of 
the nobility, she did not condescend to make any 
answer, but appeared entirely unmoved by any re- 
presentations that were made of the atrocity of 
her crime. 

At five o'clock she was taken to the Board of 
Green Cloth for examination, where there were 
pi*esent the Attorney- General, the Solicitor-Gene- 
ral, and Master of the Rolls, who were sent for 
on the occasion. Mr. Pitt, the Earl <^f Salisbury, 
(be ^Marquis of Caermartben, Lord Sydney, Sir 
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tmiicia Drake, Mr. Falkner, and the following' 
magistrates, Sir Robert Taylor, Mr; Bond, Mr* 
Addington, Mr. Callick^ and Mr. Reed, also at- 
tended. , 

The woman said thaft hei^ name was Margaret 
]}^icholson ; that she was the daughter of George 
Nicholson, of Stockton-upon-Tees, in Durham > 
that she bad a brother who kept a publichouse in 
Milford^laner and that she came to London at 
twelve years of age, and had been a house-maid in 
several families. It appeared that the woman (who 
was about thirty-six years of age) was insane. 
Being asked where she lately resided, she. an- 
swered franti<:ly, '^ That she had been abroad 
. since all that matter of the crown broke out.** 
Being further questioned "What matter?^' she 
said the crown was hers, and if she had not her 
rights, England^would be deluged in blood for a 
thousand generations. On being interrogated ^s to 
the naturepf her right, she revised to give a posi« 
tive answer, but intimated that those rights were 
a mystery. 

Her lodgings having been searched, three inco« 
herent letters were found about her pretended 
right to the crown^ addressed to Lord Mansfield* 
liord Loughborough, and General Bramham. Mr. 
Fisk, with whom she lodged three years, declared 
her conduct was sometimes very odd, but he never 
considered her as an absolute lunatic. Her brother 
stated that she very seldom called upon him. She 
was very thoughtful at times, and always reserved. 
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but exceedingly indiiHtrious at her needle* All 
ihat were found in her pockets were a silver six-* 
peiice and three halfpence. 

The insanity of this woman being evident, the 
idea of a judicial process was abandoned, and she 
was consigned to an apartment provided for her 
in Bethlem Hospital. 

The moment the Spanish charge des afiaires 
heard of the attempt on the King's life, with great 
presence of mind he went post to Windsor, and 
immediately introduced himself to the Quedn — ^nct 
as a man of common sagacity would have done in 
order to inform^ her Majesty that the King had re- 
ceived no injury from the knife of the assassin, bat 
solely with an intention to engage her in conver- 
sation, and thereby, from pure motives of huma- 
nity, to prevent her from hearing any report at all 
until the King's arrival. In this design he happily 
succeeded, and then took leave of their Majesties, 
leaving the King to tell the story himself. The 
King, when he saw him afterwards, shook him 
very graciously by the hand, and assured him that 
he hardly knew a man in the world to whom he 
was so much obliged. 

Congratulatory addresses were presented to his 
Majesty from all parts of the kingdom on account 
of his escape from assassination, and a form of 
thanksgiving was read in all churches and chapelsf 
on Sunday the 20th, both mdrning and evening. 
In some of the isermons preached on the occasion, 
the congregations were informed that had it not 
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been for the merciful interposition of Pi'Ovitlepq^, 
they might have experienced all the ills which 
generally accrue from juvenile indiscretion. 

On account of the well-known piety of their 
Majesties, it may be reasonably concluded that this 
public thanksgiving was by. the Kii^g^s express 
order. Every day the Queen made her family reiid 
the appointed portions of the sacred Scripture, 
and her Majesty a)so took c^rj^. tl^t her domestics 
should be well acquainted with the holy Bib\e, 

On the 12th of August. their Majesties, tiie 
Princess Royal, Princess Augusta, and Princess 
Elizabeth, arrived at Nuneham* on ^ vi^it to the 
JBarl and Coumtess of Harcourt» fieire their Ma^* 
jesties spent the day, and took a view of the new 
improvements in the gftrdens, pleasture-ground^f ^* 

On Sunday^ the SOth, after attending divina 
service at Nuneham, and fervently joining in the 
thanksgiving ptayer befqrermentioned, the King, 
Queen, and Princesses, wijk¥ their f^ttendants, aet 
out for Oxford; and about ha}f^past one o'clock 
were received at the eastern gajbe.of the i^qbooli by 
the Vice-^ChaiiiceHor, puliie of Marlboroughf M^ir- 
quia of Blaudford^ heads of bouses^ doctors, pro- 
fessors, and other officers of th&univecsity in their 
{MToper babit«, wbo ushered tbe^r Majestien into ihe 
Divjiuty Bqbool ; from whence in grand proc^'^ 
mon they entered die theatre, where th# Kii^ tppk 
the chancellor's chair } the Uneen und Princew^es 
were seated on his Majesty's left hpind. Upon en« 

terittg tht theatre their Majesties were saluted with 

8 a 
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•fi voluntary on the full organ; and after a short 
pause,' the Vice-Chancellor approached the throne 
with an address on his Majesty's happy deliver- 
ance^ from the late alarming and horrid attempt 
to deprive the kingdoms of that invaluable life, to 

' "which we owe the inestimable blessings of protec- 

^ tion and security, the genuine effects of a mild and 
equal government/' This address concluded witli 

' a compliment to her Majesty. 

In answer to the Vice-Chancellor, his Majesty 
graciously observed ; 

« '< Such dutiful sentiments on ray second visit to 

' this seat of learning, accompanied by affectionate 
congratulations on the protection of divine Pro- 
vidence, manifested by the failure of the attempt 

' fm my life, call forth my warmest thanks. I am 
not less sensible of your expressions towards the 
Queen. 

** The University of Oxford may ever depend 

* on my inclination to encourage every branch of 
science; as the more my subjects are enlightened, 
the more they must be attached to the excdlent 
constitution ei^tablished in this realm." 

» From the theatre the Royal Family went to New 

College, to take a second view of the chapel and 

> the new window painted^ by Jevvais } from thence 

• to Wadbam College and to Trinity, where, after 
seeing the garden and the chapel, their Majesties 
were shown into the hall. Here an elegant re- 
past was upon the tables. 

- From Trinity College their ftfajesties went to 
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Lincoln and Brazen Nose, and from thence to the 
Goinmon Chamber of the city^ wliere his Majesty 
signified his royal intention of receiving the ad- - 
dress from the city ; which being read by the Town . 
Clerk, and delivered by the Worshipful the Mayor^ 
was most graciously received; after which the « 
Mayor, Aldermen, &c. kissed the iCing's hand ^^ 
amd Richard Tawney, Esq. senior Alderman, re^^ 
ceived the honour of knighthood. . . 

From the Council Chambel* their Majesties pro-- 
ceeded to Christ Church, where tliey took a view ; 
of the library and of the collection of pictures- 
presented to the college bj^ the late^General Guise,, 
as likewise the cathedral, the cbapter*house, and. 
hall. It being now half-past six o'clock, their. 
Majesties, with ^heir attendants, returned to dinner 
at Nuneham. 

On the following morning.their Majesties and the 
three elder Princesses^ attended by the Duchess of. 
Aficaster, Lord and Lady Harcourt, and others of, 
^eir suite, honoured Blenheim with a visit. Seven. 
of the Dilke of Marlborough's keepers, in their 
green uniforms, were stationed on Campsfield to. 
escort their Majesties through Woodstock. They 
proceeded through the town amidst the joyful ac« 
clamations of the inhabitants and a numerous as- 
sembly collected from the neighbouring villages. 
. yheir Majesties' entrance .into the Park through 
|he Woodstock gate, was announced about eleven 
o'clock by the firing of cannon from the fort situ- 

ated on the gieat lake. The magnificent scene 

2 g2 
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Mrhich now opened at once to their view, did not 
fail to prodace its wonted effect, it being obserred 
that the drivers were instantly coinnmnded to 
slacken their pace, and proceed slowly to the en- 
trance of the mansion. The Dake and Duchess 
of Marlborough, with their family, awaited the 
Arrival of the Royal visitors on the hall steps, and 
conducted them through the great hall, saloon^ and 
suite of rooms on the west side, to a splendid col- 
lation prepared for them in the library. From 
hence they proceeded to view the other apart* 
ments, and w^re pleased to express uncommon 
satisfaction at the assemblage of elegant magnif 
ficence which the rare collection of pictures and 
choice assortment of furniture every whem exhi- 
bited. At two o* clock a variety of carriages be- 
longing to the Duke of Marlborough being ready 
for their accommodation, their Majesties^ drove 
round the park, and having surveyed it at the 
most striking points of view, they alighted near 
the cascade, where they spent some time in admir- 
ing the improvements lately made there, and most 
graciously joined in the general approbation of the 
Duke's judicious taste. They returned to the 
house by the terrace walk, which commands a 
prospect of the great water. His Grace's obser^ 
vs^tory, with its ample apparatus, was reserved by 
the Royal visitors for the last object of their in- 
spection. At six o'clock they took their leave of 
Blenheim, and returned to Nuneham. 

The following copy of verses, composed on the 



iMfniag of the Royal visit, was presented to his 
JNUJMty at Blenheim : 

'< Dread Sovereign, hail ! an homble bard^ 
Hi9 loyal gratulation pays ; 
^h ! how unequal are his lays, 
To win a Monarch's great r^egard ! 

^ No Chaucer now delights those grores. 
With Poesy's enchanting sound ; 
yet still disport the purple loves, 
4lid still the Graces hover round : 
Ifatured by years, improved by taste, 
jBach lovelier scene is fairer made, 
Than when Britannia's Monarch bless'd, 
V^Uh daily smiles, this rural shade. 

** Illustrious Sire ! ordainM to prove 
The ardour of a nation's love ; 
By eyery royal gift endeared, 
By every rank adored, revered ; 
By Guardian Angels saved from Fate, 
Who mindful of Britannia's weal. 
Thy aacred steps, well pleased, beset 
And turn'd aside the frantic steel — 
To Woodstock welcome — ^May the day 
With brightest lustre shine. 
That gives our eyes the richest feaat-r 
The sight of Brunswick's line ! 

*^ At Fancy's call Time's yista meet4 my sights 

A splendid group of Kings appear^ 

Who shed benignant lustre here. 

And sought these bowers which ever fresh delight 

An Alfred's sacred name we boast. 

Whose valour saved this sea-girt isle ; 

Whose genius bade the Muses smile. 

And woo'd them to the Northern coast« 



23a" MEliOIBS OF TRS LATiS 

TaHENBiBSy Edwards, halkm'd ntnies. 
The muse recurs with reverence due ; 
' But more a George^ s worth ioflameSy 
And veils their glories from her view. 

Oh blest in all that can adorn, 

The monarch or the man ^ 

To scatter happiness intent, 

The Public good to scan. 

*^ What raptures must pervade thy breast^ 
When Memory aids the Royal thought, 
And shows what former Kings possessed, 'J 
And what thy greater bounty wrought. 

** In public life, in private bliss. 

Unrivalled shines a George's reign ; 

And future ages envying this. 

The charming scene shall paint again. 

And may the Bard who tunes the lays 

In distant eras, tell this isle, 

That George's long and happy days, 

Were cheer'd with Charlotte's heavenly smile — 

That riches flowed from commerce spread — 

That Arts were cherished by the Throne — 

That Peace and Henty reared their head. 

And caird a happy realm their own." 

Prince Gharles of Mecklenburg Streiitz (the 
Queen's brother) requested and obtained a dismis- 
sion from all his military employments. The King 
grranted him a considerable pension, ^ith the rank 
of field-marshal. 

Prince Leopold of Brunswick (the brother-in- 
lavir of his Britannic Majesty) lost his life in en« 
deavouring to relieve the inhabitants of a village 
that vas oversowed at Frankfort-on-the-Oder. 



While the Prince i^as standing at the side of the 
river, a woman threw herself at his feet, beseech- 
iBg him to give orders for some persons to go to 
tlie rescue of her children, whom, bewildered by 
the sudden danger, she had lefl behind her in tbe^ 
;house ; j$ome soldiers who lyere also in the same 
place^ were crying out for help. The Prince en- 
deavoured to procure a flat*bottomed boat, but no 
one could be found to venture across the rirver, 
even though bis Highness promised large sums of 
money, and offered to share the danger. At 
last moved by the cries, of the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of the suburb, and being led by the aeasi- 
faility of his own benevolent heart, he took the 
resolution of going to their assistance himself: 
those who were about him endeavoured to dissuade 
him from the hazardous euterprize ; but touched to 
. the soul by the distress of the miserable people,^ he 
replied in the following words : '* What am I more 
than either you otr they ? I am a man like your* 
selves, and nothing ought to be attended to here 
• but the voice of humanity." Unshaken therefore 
in his. resolution, he immediately embarked with 
three watermen in a small boat, and crossed the 
river. The boat did not want above three lengths 
of the bank, wheu it struck against a tree, and in 
an instant they all disappeared. A few minutes, 
after the Prince rose again, and supported himself^ 
a short tipie by takipg hold of a tree ; but the vio- 
leAce of the current Soon bore him down, and h^ 
never appeared more* The boatmen^ moce fortu*- 
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Bate, Were ev^ery one saved, end his Higbii6s8 dlone 
beceme tlie victim of his awn humanity. Had it 
mci been for the rapidity of the cdrrent his High- 
seas woald mo doubt have been saved, as he was an 
€£icell«it swimmer. 

On the 8th of September the Archduke and 
I>achess of Austria (who had arrived from France 
on the ad) went to Kewand breakfasted wi^ their 
Majestiios, the Princess Royal, and the Princess 
Augusta, in the great room in the palace* After 
lureak&st the Royal company went to Richmond 
gardens; and after a promenade in that deli^itful 
^ot, they viewed the observatory and cotti^e, and 
then returned to Kew gardens. While the Royal 
visitors were there, his Majesty drove one of bis 
garden carriages with two horses. 

On the 31st of October her Royal Highoess 
Princess Amelia Sophia Eleonora, aunt to his 
M^esty^ second daughter and the last sarviving 
issue of George U, died at her house in Cavendish 
Square. Her Royal Higfaaeiis was bom June 10, 
1711, was never married, and lived for many 
years in a retired manner. She had a singular 
]»*epossession that she should die in the month of 
October, as in that month the decease of her 
father and mother took place. 

On the 11th of November the remains of her 
Royal Highness were privately interred in the 
royal vault in King Henry the Y tith's chapel at 
Wertminster. About half an hour past eight 
o'clock the procession began to move^ passing 



tlimugh^h^ old Pilate Ywd to the eoutfa Mrt door 
<tf the Abbey » npim n fietir il^«ed 15, eoTercd vitb 
Uaek ektb^ Md utider an etwkni^ lined at eMh 
ttde ifftith a fmrty of Ibot g;Mid$; The supporters 
of the pall were Ladies Pelham, Howard, Mawe}l# 
and Clifibid. At tbe ^tilramni of We$tH»ifi»ler 
Abbey wHbm Ihe jchoreh, the Dean and ]h:^bea^ 
dftry» akl«ntied by tbe cboilv neeeived th^ hoAy^ 
falling into the prdMHtion jttt before Norr^y King 
^ Alans, and piioceeded to King Heknry's i^apel, 
wbeM the body was d^[Kitited ^u ttesarH die 
ooikmet^and eaobien b^ing laid on tiie coffin, and 
ike cU^fiaoimMir (Baofaew of Belton^ teiM) 
aad heir> two mippdrtmrf (Conotess Bewager of 
SirfRDik and DiiebeM ^dT ISorthumbcriand, veiled) 
aitlralp at the head of tbe eorjjpse; ^e fediea mimm 
4aiiita aod eapportere of the pall on either side. 
Of , the floonejr which her Boyal Highness had m 
the stodui, she bequeathed to Frinee Charles of 
Hette, 20^0002. to Priaoe Frederick, iO/MQL awl 
to each of the exeowteia ],000i She left annaities 
to selFeral lidies, and bequests to serrate, ladiei 
of the .foedoohaadber, &o. No mauniiog was men* 
tiomd' for any of the sermnts j bnt by a petition 
toilierd B^orough, wenrnMigwaa ordered fbr M 
the hMiseiioldv ThettoUe lord was opposed in hia 
pfderv bot faaooiuably said, that if the Prinee of 
Hesse refoeedto pay for it, he would discharge tlie 
expense out of his own pocket. 
. On thedflth of November Mr. Sden pvesented 
Im Majsity with a pictuce <tf the Kuig of France} 

riddy iet in diamonds. 

3h 
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Miss Burney, daughter ef Dr. Burney, wss 
appointed dresser to the Queen in« the room of Mrs. 
Haggadorn, oneof her Majesty'stkttendMts from 
Germaqy, and who nofw ii^isbed to retofrn to her 
own- country. -•* t. ,..:.• 

^ Towards the close of this year^a large ox weigh** 
ing 280 -stone was shown to his* Majesty, in ihe 
Little Pmk, at Windsor, who iirdered^Mr* liVest 
to make a, portrait of the animaL^ : " > * 

Mrs* IncfafoaM, in heriooinedy of, " I*1L tdi you 
what," which was produced this^year attheiTheatre 
Royal, Hayoiarket, with great snccesi^ pliid her 
Majesty a -Vjevf: handsome- compUmient for her >con^ 
jogal afteetion. This lady, hq^fiever, was ikot so 
fortunate in obtaining tbefMtht>nageU)f'the ilaem 
as Mrs. Cowl^,, whose comedy of the *^ Belle's 
Stratagem" was frequently performed by oommund 
of their Majesties, and^ which Mrs, Cowley <ledP 
eated to the Queen. . Their Majesties 'ocoasionaHy 
Tisited Mr. Colman's-theatre, and, it is remarkaUe, 
that Q'Keefe's. musical enteitaifiment of ^* Peepkig 
Tom" (which is certainly a Tery broad piece) was 
highly relished ?by the. King; who, whenever -he 
honoured the tlkeatvewitfi his. presence, and.was 
asked what entortainmienthei wished for^^'geneddly 
fixed upon that. His . Majesty was also iiighly de-» 
lighted with Mr. Follett's-clown. ima'p^ntDHiimey 
where^in he apparently awalbwed a number ofiwrge 
carrots. -. 

The new yiMir's ode was pedbimed befdre thteir 
Majesties at St James's, on: the .4thiof JaaOary, 
1787, and the drawing-room waa well altended. 
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The Qw€SX.9Xid the two eldest Princeisses appeared 
in two Dew bead dresses^ which for beauty and 
costliBess equalled, if not exceeded, any thing of 
the kind ever seen at the British court. The lacja 
and materials were the manufacture of the tittle 
female society established and patronized by the 
Qdeen, and chiefly consisting of the daughters of 
clergymen and reduced tradesmen. 

The::l%h was observed as the anniversary of her 
Majesty's birth-day, and the drawing-room was 
attended by all the nobility and people of distinc-* 
tion then in town. His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wates was absent. The King was dressed in 
purple velvet, embroidered with gold, with a bril*' 
liant Stat* of immense value. 
. The body and rdbe of her Majesty's dress were 
of lemon satin, the coat of white crape gauze^ 
with rows of elegant blac^k lace, quilled in 6tripesy, 
intermixed with blue ribbands ; the traiu was also 
bordered with black lace. The head dress was* 
blond-lace, intermixt with blue and black ribband, 
and only one diamond pin in the fronts 

The Princesses Augusta and Elizabeth had the 
bodies and trains of thcfir dresses alike, both of gold 
tissue. The Princess Augusta's head dress was 
ornamented with three elegant large white feathers^ 
and two wreaths of flowers, and behind, a plume of 
nine feathers, with four large diamond pins. The 
Princess Elizabeth's head dress was nearly similai' 
to her sister's. 

The ball-room was not so much crowded as on^ 
3H 2 



£44 HEMOflUI OV THB tA«B 

similar nccaneM. Their Majesties, MMiB^ai^ 
by the PrincMses Auguste and Elisabeth, eoieredl 
the room at nine o'clock. 'JTfaeir Siajeslies tetilwd 
at half-past eleven, o^elock, aft4r the Prkieemes hadi 
danced three coantry dances; and the ball ended 
a quarter before tveUa 

On the 6lb of February hie Boyal Highneis the 
Prince of Wales was initiated iate the mystenee of 
free-masonry at the Star and Garter, PaU-mall. 
His Royal Highness the Sake eif CiHnb^hindi as 
Grand Master, the Duke el Norlblk, the Doke of 
lianchester, and sevwat ^her noUemen el Uiat 
respectable order attended at the ceremMy. 

The first diiFidend on the Prince of WaWs debts 
was nine per cent, which the creditors at this time 
were promised. His Royal Highness was at Rich- 
mond House on the 20th of April, where the go* 
medy of the ^' Way to Keep Him*' was privately 
performed. The charactens were tlnis cast : 

Lovempre, Lord Derby. 

Sir Brilliant Fashioa, Hon. Mr. Edgecutnbe. 

Sir Bashfal Constant^ Major Arabin. 

Williaoi) Sir Harry Eiiglefietd. 

Sideboard^ Mr. Cmpbdl. 

Widew BeknottTi Hm. Mrs. Hbbast. 

Mrs* LeTemore^ Hon. Mnk Danter. 

Lady Constant,. Miss Campbell; 

Muslin, Mrs. Bruce. 

Some additional lines were aiided te the prologuei 
in compliment to the Prince of Wales, who Ydry 
condescendingly noticed this, s^tention* 



After t&e play % gt^nd 9np{l^f 1^« Mmd' up, 
about twefve oVlock, which consisted of two courses 
and a dessert. 

Among llie audience present were his fioyat 
Highness the Duke of Cumberiandw Lord and 
Lady Stomont, Mrs* FitzJberbert, tbe Docbess of 
DavoAslure, Mr. Dmidn^ Mr. Sheridan^ aad what 
Was deeiiMd fwy WdndeHid, Mr. Fox aad BIr. Pitt 
eame in t^^ether. The ]>uke of RichWtond'was 
sole attendant and master of tlie ceremonies on tfaia 
occasion. 

This performance was repeated on the 17th of 
May before the King and Queen, luad their Royal 
Highnesses the Princess fioyal^ Priacessei Augusta, 
ElisBabeth, Mavy, and Sophia. 

Tke foHowiag" profogue, writtei^ by the Right 
Hon* Gen. Conway, was sjpoken by the Hon.lilfrs* 
Hobart : 

^ Since I was doomed W tread the awful stage, 
Thaak Heavea thai placed na iit (Ua polisb'd ^e f 
There was a tiiae Fm told when in a cart 
I aught havfe |^y*d the U^ely widow^s part : 
Or traTeU*d Uka a peittar wkb a paek, 
And my whole homely wardrobe at my back ; 
Bat trotii, I feet ao fancy for such nmnmiing, 
Aad aare Olle^9^ dress shouM ba at least beCDminr^ ! 
No rainbow sHk th«ir fiatinted in the wiird, 
No gaazes swelTd before, nor cork behhtd ; 
No diamonds then with all their sparftlhig train, 
Nor rottge, nor powder, e'en^ a single grain,— 
Bat these were simplis timcg tba I^dam'd agrW ; 
Simpla iii^kad!«-^foo ftitopla mnfehfor me. 
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^' Another tge produced a different sceney 

All grand and stately^ as the first was mean— 

The change indeed was total a la letire. 

But I can hardly say Hwas for the better. 

For vrasH not strange to see a well drest play V^ 

Strut on high buskins in the open air. 

Then bawl to galleries high as any steeple. 

Or squeak thro* pipes to forty thousand people. 

Good Heav'n ! how hprrid — ^what a monstrous notion! 

^Twould quite deprive one of all speech and ipotion. 

And then to wear one settled, strange grimace^ 

As endless simpers On a pasteboard face ^ 

To hide the beauties bounteous nature made. 

Beneath a stifling Vizard's filthy shade ; 

To lose of SiDDONS* glance the proud control, 

Or swimming eye that paints the melting soul ; 

Th* obedient brow that can be stern or meek. 

The dimpling blush that dwells on Farren's cheek. 

The well tuned airs that suit each yarying part. 

And looks that talk the language of the heart ! 

These ancients, we're assiired, were wondrous wits | 

In taste I'd rather trust our honest cits* 

They might be learned with their musty rules. 

For me, I set them down as arrant fools : 

And must conclude, midst all those boasted arts^ 

The audiences had neither eyes nor hearts. 

*^ To modern stages too, in nfiy conception, 
One fairly might produce some just olgection i 
Tis such a contrast— -such a staring show, ^ 
Mobs shout aboYc and critics snarl below ; . 
But when their battle, in its due array, 
Vents its full rage on players or on play, : 
You'd think yourself a hundred leagues from sbore^ 
The boatswain whistles and the monsters roar. 



True ; for Ambition, 'tis aii' ample fidd. 
Vast crops of praise its fertile regioBS jfield i 
Bttt rankling thorns infest the genial soil. 
And keenest tempests bless the planter's toil. . 

'^ While here, in this fair gardenia calm retreat^ 
And once the Virtues' and the Muses' seat ; 
Where friendly sons their lundest influence shed,. , 
Each tender plant may dauntless rear its head. 

^1 Tho' BO tall pine erect its stwtely charms, 
No cedar spread around its tragic arms ; 
Here Venus' myrtle may its sweets disclose. 
Or yirgln blushes tinge the new-blown rose ; 
And sister arts their friendly aid may join, 
For some fair brow a mingled wreath to twine. 

^^ But quitting metaphor— this humble band. 
Who own your power, and bow to your command, 
Shall scorn the noisy plaudits of the crowd, 
The vain, the great, the fickle, and the loud ; 
Blest in the candour of a chosen few. 
Whose hearts are partial, to their judgments true^. 
You to their faults will be a little blind. 
You to their talents will be yery kind ; 
And such th' applause we coyet for our play. 
Where the heart dictates, and the hands obey." 

Tbps the prologue was. originally spoken; but 
afterwards some lines were omitted, in order to 
introdn^ib' the following on the night of perform- 
ance before the Prince of Wales and the Duke, of 

Ciimberliahcl': 

i.. ' • ' 

^^ And should those fayour'd feats, this happy night. 

Shine with a lustre eminently bright ; 

Shoald royal greatness hambly condescend. 

To lay tiie Prince aside and a^t the friend } 



Indalgeal to the liberal nti^ (hey lote. 
The jll strife te pordoB fMdie tbey oaoH eppro^e ; 
And could tkrir flatleriBf imiles with equal case. 
As. the amkitiov, give ibe power to please^ 
WeM fill the mimic as the real part, 
'And pay in duty what we iTant in art.*^ 

On the r^resentatkm before the King^ and the 
Queen, the following lines Mere introduced to- 

'wards the condusion of the original prologue : 

» 

^< Her^ ia flia peacefal silence of the gro?e, 

Sacred to friendship and 40 friendly ioTe, 

If an unlicens'dj, tho' not venal band, 

flave ^BX*d with zealous, yet with trembling haad, 

EntVing with pious awe their hallow'd shrine, 

To raise an altar to the heavenly Nine ; 

' If strongly ardent in so foir a cause. 
We have transgressed while we revere the laws, 
Ev'n Cssar^s self, their guardian and their friend. 
Will thro* our error see its nobler end ; 

' Patron of arts heM own the generous flame. 
The frietids of Taste and Freedom are the same. 
And should those gracious powers who miglit restrain, 
Even by their presence consecrate our scene ; 
Kindly indulgent to the Muse they love, 
Shoo'd they protect attempts they might reprove. 
With eondcaoensioD that eaob fear b^^iles, 
y W'U r^ad our Ueemee in %hw fiivVing tmibs.'^ 

The following epilogue written by the Bight 
Hon. Lieut. General Burgoyne, was spoken by 
^e Hon* Mrs. Darner on this occasion : 

'' ' The Way to kee|^ bi«i'--«i the tiMk ao hard. 
When ttfe'a beat lot w tto aaamed rawaidf 



fioes man^ unthinking mftn, his share despise, 
Or do^ weak woman throw away tUa pri^Q i 
*Tis in ourselves our empire to maintaiOji 
Tve traced the happy image in my brain, 
Smiling she sits and weaves her rosy chain. 
Oh ! could my humble skill, which often strove^ 
In mimic stone, to copy forms 1 love. 
By soft gradation reach sL higher art^ 
And bring to view a sculpture of t\k^ heart ! 
ril try, and cull materials as they're scatter^d^ 
Not from one object, lest 'twere said I Qatter'd. 
First, iTemper — gentle^ uniforqa^ obedient- 
Yes, mighty sirs, we know your grand ingredient ; 
I have it in that face— ^tb* exampWs Aoww^ipfntrng) 
That seldom wei^r^ a^d n?ver niaets a frpfirii. 
Vivacity and Wit {looking round) T\\ t^Jke from J94p 
And Sentii)9eiit, fronn Lady--el kopw fjrUp, 
Truth and Discretion— ^tber^ — how they adm*n b^. 
And Pelicacy — peeping from that corper. 
For Sensibility, where smiles and si^hs. 
In pain or joy with blended softness rise^ 
I see it breaking tlire' ypn lonely bleom-^ 
For a desire t^ please-r-rU'rrlcMA: at hoMe. 
Hypocrisy— dpu^t sf^rt-^Hih^ WWMts om gmM$ 
One little atom, just to cover Pain ) 
Whet not content with bl^^sip^p ^n h^r pPWri 
Her truant robs her av'rice of an hour ; 
My compound's right, ere next ife meet, I'll mould-it, 
And find amon^ you a fit case to hold it. ' 
Ye sons of taste, who would such ijcharms obey, 
Ceu'4 you but find ihem wrapt in mor^l day^ 
Complete Pygs^alioQ's pavt-r^nidore and pwy i . 
For the fQoat worthy Ywm sbrit Am^, 
Awf^ke the statue and present the bride." 

'2 1 
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On tbe night of ibe performance befete the 
King and QaeeDy the seven last lines were omittedt 
and the following introduced instead : 

^* Such are the gifts th* attentire lores sliould bring, 

A hoop of gems to guard the bridal ring. 

Need I, here, yoiat to virtues more sublime, 

Unchanged by fashion, unimpaired by time. 

To higher duties of connubial ties f 

To mutual blessings that from duties rise ! 

Your looks — ^your hearts— the bright assemblage own, 

Which hea? *n to emulative life has shown, 

And placed, ia double lustre, on. a throne.'^ 

Private plays now beeame very fashionable, and 
the ladies and gentlemen were frequently assisted in 
their Thespian amusements by some experienced 
performer belonging to one of ithe Theatres RoyaL 

The Prince of Wales's embarrassments were at 
this time taken into consideration in the House of 
Commons, where Mr. Fox,.iii a very able manner, 
deprecated the unjust reports which had been pro- 
pagated <m the occasion* 'His Royal Highness was 
on Guildford Course on the 2dth of May : he 
dined in town, went to the Duchess of Gordon's 
assembly, and from thence to Lady Gideon's to 
supper ; but on entering the house found himself 
fK> attacked by a violent disorder, that he returned 
to Carltoa House in a sedan ; the complaint was 
occasioned by taking a draught of cooling liquors 
after being warm with dancing. As his. Royal 
Highness continuecl ill the neiU day, Dr. Jebb 
and several of the faculty were sent for* His 
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Maj^tjF did not «ee the Prince of Wales at this 
time, ii^hich was the' reason «f hk Royal High* 
ness's absence from the Qiieen's birth-day. At 
the time of Margaret Nic)iokon's attempt on the 
life of the King, the Pripce, as ^oon as he heard 
ity travelled post to Wipdsor^ and had an inter-* 
view with the 'Queen* His Majesty knew that hiS' 
Royal Highness was in the house, but did not 
think proper to summon him to his tpresence. 
The Prince on his part did uQt demand an inter- 
view, because court etiquette seemed ;to have 
placed the necessity of the first overture on the 
other side, and because his Royal Highness pro- 
bably imagined he had sufficiently evinced, by his 
visit, the tenderest solicitude for the welfare of his 
Royal Father. To account for this apparent coId«» 
nestf on the part of his Majesty, it is necessary to 
observe, that the King was supposed to be displeased 
with the circumstance of the Prince having dis- 
charged his household without consulting his incli- 
nations, or demanding his •consent. It was also 
generally believed that the ^report of a private 
mairiage between his Royal Highness and Mrs. 
Fitzherbert was the occasion of the distance which 
at this time subsisted between his Majesty and the 
Prince. Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, and other gen- 
tlemen in the 'Confidence of his Royal Highness,: 
asserted that the talked of marriage was a vile and 
malignant falsehood ; and the Parliamentary de- 
bates on this subject were so warm, that an inter- 
view, at the desire of the King, took place between 
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tlie PHnci^ of Wales and Mr. Pitt at Citrlion' 
Hdu8^« when the latter intimated, that if the 
intended motion for discussion in the House of 
Commons were withdrawn, erery thing might be 
settled to his Royal Highnesses sutisfaction. Booli 
after^ ia message from the King to the House re^ 
quested the assistance of Parliament to disipharge 
his Royal Highnesses debts, at the same time re^ 
gretting that their amount was so large, but as^ 
sured that the Prince would for the future confine 
his .expenses to his income. An address was con- 
Meqdently yoted to bis Majesty, praying that he 
would graciously dii^ct the sum of one hundred 
and sixty-^one thousand pounds to be paid out of 
the civil liist for the full discharge of the debts of 
tl^ Prince of Waks, and the farther sum of twenty 
thousand pounds to complete the repairs of Carlton 
House. 

On the 2dth the King and Queen, accompanied 
by the Pfincess Royal, the Princess Augusta and 
Princess Elizabeth, preceded by the Dukes of 
Montague and Ancoster, went to see Mr. Whit-r 
bread's porter brewery in Chiswell-street. They 
were received at the door by Mr« Whitbread and 
Miss Whitbread, ^hen, after politely declining 
the breakfast that was provided, their Majesties 
and the Royal Family went over the works. The 
steam-engine then lately erected, and first applied 
by Mr. Whitbread to the purposes of the brewery, 
took up their attention above half an hoUr, during 
which time tos Msyesty ext)lained to thfe <^aeep 



flted tbe Frinceiaisies the leadivg* moveiQeiit» fo th(j 
n^chinerj^ in ^ manner that fully proraot faitf 
knDWlei%e of mechanical arts* In the great stonr 
were three thousand and s^Ten barrels of been 
The fttone cistern raised sudh wdnder, that the 
Qireen and Princesses would go into it, thbug^^ 
through a small hole, with Hottie difficulty, ond liiis^ 
sight.reWarded them for the trouble^ on aceoimt of 
itst trast magnitude, capable of holding 4000 bar^ 
lels of beer* Though the machinery now used 
hmA saved much animal labour, still there was w6rk 
for eighty horses* This particularly impressed hitr 
Majesty, who also saw two hundred men at ihei^ 
Various occupations. The horse^-keepdr, yieldiiig 
to the harmless vanity of office, said he would 
show his Majesty '< the highest horse amimg li«i 
subjects/' The King graciously gave him sonD^<^ 
thing more than audience, and accurately guessed 
the height of the horse, which was really remark* 
able, being 17 hands three inches. The King 
however observed that his muscle was not propOT;^ 
tioned to his bones. Such parts of the brewery as 
were utiavoidably dirty were covered with mattiiig^ 
and tam|)s lighted in those which were dark: After 
having inspected every part of the ^^emises to a^' 
mifmte manner^ the Boyal vtsitaiits r^red into 1h^ 
dwelling-house, andpMtookof a cold coHatfen^ as 
magnifio^M as affluence and arraDgement could 
render it. The whole service was plale, mmi. thene^ 
WW on aMortment of every wibe; imd that thd 
boafd might not l|e iocomptot^j^ some of Whit^ 



S64 MfiMOIBS OF THE LATE 

bread's intire was poured from a large bottle tliat 
had more excellent singolarities than mere size ia 
Moommend it. After partaking of this plentifal 
regale, it was two o'clock ; and their Majesties and 
Royal Family took leave of Mr, Whitiiread and 
Ills daogbter, highly satisfied with the yarioas> 
9pec\en of their entertainment. 

On the 28th the grand festival at Westminster 
Abbey commenoed. The selection was principally 
from the '' £sther" of Handel, and arranged with 
taste and effect. The band was ecpially numerous 
"with any that appeared on a similar occasion, and 
conducted by Bates and Cramer* The vocal pe^* 
formers had Mara at their head, and Kelly and 
Storace were also added this year. Their Majes* 
ties, the Fl*incesses, and the Duke of Cumberiand 
attended ; but the indisposition of the Prince of 
Wales prevented his appearance. On the 31st the 
favourite oratorio of ** The Messiah" was per- 
formed. The third performance was a misoeU 
laneoos concert, June the 2d, and on the 5th the 
^ Messiah" was performed a second time by de- 
sire. The rec^pts this year were 3S,742/. 13^. 

On the 80th of May, in the Grand Cartoon 
Chamber, Buckingham House, the King and 
Queen had the comedy of the '^ Jealous Wife" 
read to them by Mrs. Siddons and Mr. Kemble* 
Five Princesses, with Lords Harcourt, Ayles* 
bury, and Aylesford, Sir Charles Thompson, the 
Dochesses of Richnmnd, Hamilton, and Lancas* 
ter. Lady Sydney, &c, w«ere present. Mrs. Sidi^^ 
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doBS reed the parte of Mrs. Oakley, Major Oakley^ 
Harriet, Russett, and Lord Trinket Mr. KemMe 
read Mr. Oakley, Charles, and John. These per« 
formers had little opportunity of displaying their 
abilities, as neither of them was eminent in comic 
parte. Mrs. Siddons was very much fatigued widi 
standing. Ices and all sorte of refreshmente'Were 
in the adjoining rooms. The hour at which the 
entertainment begfan was a little before nine, and 
it concluded at twelfre. 

The King's birtl^day this year exhibited little 
«f splendour or novelty. The absence of the 
Prince of Wales prevented the court from being 
much crowded.. The assemblage within the vici-* 
nity of the Palace was gay and elegant, and^ 
comparatively, much more numerous than in the 
drawing-room. 

Their Majesties, accompanied by the Princess 
Royal, Princess Augusta, and Princess Elizabeth, 
and their suite, entered die baU-room about nine 
o'clock* The dresses were light and fanciful. 
The King appeared in a half mourning suit,, and 
wore black silk stockings. The Queen had a 
straw-coloured ground gown and petticoat, trimmed 
trith blond and silver crape, drawn up in festoonsy 
with strings of large pearls, and enriched with 
a cluster of diamonds ; tassels of diamonds playing 
also in the front of the drapery, and relieved by 
azure blue ribbands. The magnificence of this 
dress was distinguished by a display of bulrushes 
and clusters, the heads of which were enriched by 
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jrows of large diamonds, and produced a heaottful 
effects Her Majesty^s cap was a loose bandeau of 
£ae blond net» ornamented with diamonds. 

The Princess Royal had a pink and Inrown 
mixed ground, covered with lulver embroidery, 
chequered and ornamented with two large wreaths 
of artificial flowers. Also an elegant blond cap, 
ornamented with roses and feathers. 
. , Princess Augusta had a deep straw-^ooloured 
ground, embroidered with purple and silver foib 
in waves ; with bunches of flowers in comucopiae 
at the point of each festoon. Princess Elizabeth^a 
dress waa the same ; and the Princesses Mary, 
Sophia, and Amelia appeared in robes of white, 
spangled. 

The minuets were long and tedious, it having 
been near twelve o'clock before they had eon* 
eluded : the country-dances then began : but at 
the close of the second dance the King intimated 
his pleasure that the ball might be terminated, on 
which the parties broke ofl^, and their Majesties 
and Princesses retired. 

On the 7th of June the Prince of Wales was 
pronounced out of danger, and the following, day 
his Royal Highness took an aijang in his carriage^ 
and was at the levee at St. Jameses on the 28th. 

On the 23d the Princess Royal, Princess Au* 
gusta, and Princess Mary were all ill of the mea- 
ses, but not dangerously. 

On the 2d of August, between twelve and one 

o'clo^&k, his Royal Highness the Duke of York, 

II 
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after an absence of seven years, arrived from Ger- 
many, and soon after set out for Windsor. On 
the 8th his Royal Highness wiis, by his Majesty's 
command, introduced into the Privy Council by 
the Right Hon. Earl Camden, Lord President^ 
when his Royal Highness i took his place at the 
upper end of the board, on his Majesty's left 
hand. 

The Prince of Wales's birth-^day was publicly 
observed this year for the first time since his Royal 
Highness came of age, at Windsor, with every 
demonstr^ion of joy. There was a royal dinner, 
and^ a concert, tea and supper, to which a select 
party of nobility and genti^ were invited, and the 
town of Windsor was illuminated in the evenings 

The birth-day of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York was also observed at Windsor in the same 
manner. 

A ceremony of a very interesting nature took 
place in St. Creorge*s Chapel, Windsor, on the 
4th of September, called ^* An Ofiering from the 
Knights of the Garten" The chapter must con^ 
sist of three knights. His Majesty preside a^ 
Sovereign of the order; the other, two members 
were his Royal HigUness the Duke of York and 
bis Grace the Duke of Montague. This ceremony 
began jn the following manner. His MiQesty; 
first bending in reverence of the solemn datare of 
the place, walked up in the middle of the chapel« 
and repeated this reverence at the half way distance 

2 k 
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from the altar, arriving at which be knelt and 
deposited on it a golden ingot. The Duke of 
York followed and repeated the same ceremony 
with great exactness^ The Duke of Montague 
closed the whole by another repetition of the cere* 
mony, depositing also the gold ingot. Suitable 
prayers were said on. the. occasion^ and the ingots,, 
with other contributions, -were appropriated to the 
benefit of the poor. 

On the 8th, a Thomas Stone underwent a long 
examination at B6w*street office, before several df 
the faculty and some justices of the peace, for 
having written a very extraordinary letter to the 
Queen, avowing his ardent passion for the Princesi^ 
Royal; and hoping,. if their Majesties approved of 
his proposal of marriage, he and her eldest daugh- 
ter would be a very happy couple. After this tha. 
man appeared at St. Jameses, and begged leave to 
be introdaced in form, for, not haviag had an 
answer, he considered his prop^pidas acceded to — 
^ silence gave consei^*\ The people, however, 
whom lieaddi«88<^4id not pay that respect and at*« 
teiiti«»^wliich be expected. Accordingly he wentta 
K.€W ; and b^elie V^as seized xt^ confined till he 
could be conveyed to Hie public office in. Ssm-r 
street,^ whiere he confessed to kmwe conceived an 
ftttacSmient for b«r Royal Highness, and that she 
had conceived the same^ he thought, for him* A 
great ipany papers on the subject of love were 
found upon him addressed to her ISerene Highness 
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the Princess Royal, including the following Ifnes, 
^hich were submitted to the critical examination 
of Dr. Munro: 

" To her Highness the Princess Royal. 
** Thrice glad were I to be your willing slave, 
*' But not the captive of the tool or knave ; 
*' With wo on wo you melt my sighing breast, 
" Whilst you reject your humble would-be guest. 

" T. S." 

He was a heavy-looking man, about thirty-three 
yeans of age, a native of Shaftesbury, and the son 
of a floor-cloth painter. He was brought up an 
-attorney. His conversation was very unconnect- 
ed : he declared that his heart had been stolen from 
him three years before; and till the preceding March 
he did not know who was the thief, when, being 
at the play on that night, lie saw ihe Princess 
Royal 'look up at the two shilling gallery. From 
tliese evident marks of insanity he was directed to 
be confined till further orders in Bethlem Hos- 
pital. 

At the drawing-room, the 6th of October, the 
Neapolitan ambassador introduced six gentlemen, 
5¥ho brought oyer a rich present for the Queen 
from the King of Naples, consisting of a complete 
set of -dishes and plates, on which were painted 
the history of the Tuscan war and the story of 
Phaeton, with ^a different representation on every 
piece. These were accompanied by a number of 
emblematical figures about eighteen inches high, 

mth about eight characters and sixteen horses, 
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beautifully imagiMd ; a pyramid in the middle r^ 
presented the muses with their cymbals, salts, 8cc^ 
in the antique style, and covers of different sorts 
for the table, sideboard and dessert, were exe-r 
cttted after the Boman manner. The images were 
all of a beautiful white, and the countenance of 
each firmly expressed. This i^oyal present was 
in returti for several pieces of remarkably line brass 
cannon, presented long before by his Britannic 
Majesty to the King of ^stples, i^nd which were 
mounted on a favourite frigate, on board of which 
the King passed much of his time. 

Their Royal Highnesses the Duke imd Duchesa 
of Gloucesiter arrived at Gloucester House, in 
Upper Grosvenorrstreet, irom the Continent^ on 
the i2th of November. The Duke at this time 
received an addition of 5000/. a year to hisincome, 
which the King thought fit to grant him on account 
ef the necessary increase in his expences by his; 
children being grown up. 

The King now caused it to be known to the 
nobility and gentry of all the Royal households, 
that it would be expected they should dispense 
with all Sunday evening concerts and entertain*^ 
ments of every kind, the ensuing winter, as every 
thing of that nature would be <iiscountenanced by 
his Majesty. 

At this time their Majesties were frequently 
lampooned by Dr. Wolqot, under the assumed 
name of Peter Pindar. He was descended from 
a respectable family in Devonshire, and bred to 



the fstady af physiq* He wa$ made the governor 
x)f Jamaica during the admiBistrationof Lord SbeU 
Jbame^ where he was at the nommit of medical 
eleviitioii9 having been {appointed phy^iciaB-genersil 
$0 the island. It i» said that during his rasiflenc^ 
in Jamaica lie was induced to enter into the clfk 
I'ical fttnction, but being disappointed in an ioifior^ 
jtant preferment, he relinquished the character of 
a divine before his departure for England. On 
his return he resumed and pursued his original 
^profession for several years. He then commenced 
his ponied career, having always 4lisplayed an 
attachment to Ihe ladies of Helicon, and chieAj 
indulged himself in satire. He had no rival in 
his days, 3nd his works were consequently read 
with avidity. They were not, deficient either in 
point or humour, but they really did not possess 
that great merit which the readers df his jday 
imagined. If Doctor Wolcot had had to conteml 
iwith a CoLMAN TH£ YOiUNaiBR, there would nol 
have been so many ** broad grins'* at his produc- 
tions, and in all probability many of his readers 
would have called for their '' Nufht^ganm and 
SUppers.'* His chief work agaipiftt their Majea- 
lies was a mock*heroic poem, called ^^ The 
!Lousiad/* which, it n^st be acknowledged, pos- 
sesses wit, humour, and strength. The fomidatioh 
of this poem was the discovery made by the Kin§ 
one night at supper of a somethisiff on his plate, 
whii^h had green peas on it. This something was 
|t^f>9 probably from a hmffin. head, and which 
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ttust have disgusted every delicate stomach. The 
"cooks^ scullions, &c. were therefore ordered to be 
«hayedf and they very reluctantly underwent the 
•operation. The poet converted {Ucentia poetica) 
the hair into a creq[)er, m a manner that showed 
great disrespect to sovereignty ; hence* comes the 
title of the poem, the 'Lausiad. Doctor Wolcot 
no doubt expected a pension, and after much la* 
l)our, he obtained one. He did not long outlive 
the Queen. Having always expressed a wish to 
lie buried ^ese to Mr. Bntler^s^ave, his remains 
were deposited in St. PauFs church-yard, Co vent- 
garden, as near as possible to the author of <* Hn« 
dibras.'* 

On the 6th of Jamiary, 1788, their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince of Wales and Duke of York 
arrived in Plymouth about eleven o'clock ^t night 
in a coach and six ; where Prince William Henry, 
commander of the Pegasus frigate, had previously 
been for some days. He immediately went to 
ineet his Royal brothers, and the following morn* 
« ing their Royal Highnesses, accompanied by se* 
veral naval and military officers, visited the Dock- 
yard, and surveyed every thing curious there. At 
teven they dined wkh a sdect party, and at eleven 
o'clock proceeded to the Long-room store-house, 
where was an assemblage of the principal ladies 
and gentlemen of Plymouth and ip environs. On 
;fcheir entering the room the three brothers walked 
arm in arm, the Prince of Wales in the. centre;^ 
they received and paid the' compliments of the 
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vpfaole company i)frith aflReibility, dignity, and ease^ 
Their Royal Highneiises danced with Miss Winne^ 
Miss Calton, Mrs. Depeister, Miss Fanshawe, 
and Mifis Arthur. The dancing did not finish till 
one o'clock, when their Royal Highnesses re- 
tired. 

. On the 6tfa their Royal HighnessjBS went afloat, 
and the whole fleet in Hambaz'e immediately 
manned ship, and saluted with twenty-one gun» 
each. After riding to Mak^r Heights, and taking 
a'survey of Whitsand Bay, Penlie Point, and the 
Ram Head, they returned to Dock, dined, and 
in the evening went to the« Long-room. The next 
day, taking coach at the Barrier Gate, they drove 
tbnough the town very slowly, and being again sa- 
luted from the ramparts of the citadel with twenty- 
one guns, they set out on their ireturn to London. 

According to custom her Majesty's birth-day 
was observed on the 18th. The drawing- rootn 
was \incommonIy briUiant and numerous. More 
of the Royal Family had assembled on the occa- 
sion than had been collected at one time in that 
circle for many years. Besides the Prince of 
Wales, the Duke of York, and the Princesses, 
"Iheir Royal Highnesses the Dukes of York and 
Cungtberland were present. 

At the trial of Warren Hastings, Esq. in West- 
minster Hall, on the 18th of February, previous 
to their Lordships* approach, about eleven o'clock, 
her Majesty, with the Princesses Elizabeth, . An* 
gusta, and Mary, made their appearance in the 
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]>ake qS Newcastle's boad The Quern was at- 
tettded by the Duchess of Ancaster^ Lady Ho)^ 
deraess^ Lord Aylesbury^ &c. Sheikas dressed 
HI a fawn-coloured satin; her head-dress ptam, 
with a ¥ery slender sprinkling of diamonds. As 
her Majesty came without state, the usual etiquette 
l^as dispensed with, tnA she suiered the ]>uches9 
of Ancaster^ Lady Holdemess, and the young* 
daughters of Lady Lincoln to sit on the same seat 
with her«r The ladies were all in morning dresses; 
a few appeared with feathers and variegatedl 
flowers in their head-dress, but there was nothing 
remarkable* The Royal box was graced with the 
Duchess of Gloucester and the young Prince, wka 
was educated entirely at the expeuce of the^ 
King. 

The Royal box in Weirtminster Hall was on the 
right hand of the Chancellor ; on the left was the 
box fw the Princes. Mrs. Fitzherbert was^ in vi 
conspicuous situation. 

Prince William was entered at Trinity College^ 
Cambridge : his private tutor wa^s Dr. Walesby. 
The only distinction between the Prince and ar 
gentleman commoner in his academical pursuitSy 
was, that the former was allowed a coach for the 
benefit of relaxing himself from bis studies, when 
the weather was so bad as to prevent bis riding } 
and his haying levees every Saturday mornings 
where the masters and several of the beads of thtf 
college!?, paid their compliments. 

V On the ist o|. March their Msyesties honimte4 
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<&e piif Ate eKiitkiiioii M Ricfamood HoQse wilh 
tbek* pres^ce^ wken IM onnittdy of the << Won* 
der/' and the *^ Giiardiiatir/* ^4ire peffbroAed by 
iadKes and gentlMfietii The Queen i¥a» halMted in 
a rtyle of simple elegMcaj white eatin ami goM, 
adorned with a most brilliant and £|iicifliliarran|«es- 
ment of diamondi. The King wm^ dresMd in 
soviet, and appeaored remarkably oheerfol. The 
iadiee were wifebont eapei and feathers, and the 
gpendemen in fuUdremed pl|»n mite. About oighty 
pefsons ^ fesbionsMe djstincition were preseot. 

On 4jie 11th ef April his Majesty, att^iMled by 
one equerry and two eenratits on horsebadc, passed 
throngh the Stmnd to Somerset Plaoe, and in- 
epected the fnilf tary hospitsl which wae erected fbr, 
tlie purpose on the tesrace, on the front towards 
the Thames* It was ini^nted by Mr. Wyatt, and 
oould be removed by two wagg<His. Thie military 
hospital was intended for the West Indies,, the 
general oonstraetion of whieh was highly admired 
by (he King, who viewed the apparatus from the 
Navy-Offiee hall. The building was taken en- 
tirely to pieces in feurte^i (ninutes, and put up 
a^faia in forty. 

At Westminster Abbey eleven distinguished 
personages having been instalfod Knights ^ the 
JBatbf May the i9tlh, the Queen, accompanSed by 
*the IViticem Royal, the Princesses Augtista, Vli^a- 
he^f Mary, -Sc^^hie, and Amelia, wept pi;^«4oly, 
and were seated at the south end. After the 
&iligh«i 4iad «golie roand the Abboy, her Ms^esty 
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and the Princesses retirodi and went to Bucking*^ 
ham House. The Knig^ ga^e their celebrated 
ball on the 2&th, at which the first characters of 
fashion were assemble. The ball commenced a 
little before one, and at half-past two the company 
^ down to sapper. ' 

On the 3Qtb, in the afternoon, as Princess lEii* 
zcibetb wfti^ sitting in her apartment, her Royal 
Highness was surprised by the abrupt entrance of 
a stranger lOf mean appearance. The Princess, 
extremely idarmed, precipitately quitted the room 
at an oppoiite d<H>r, and related the. extraordinary 
circumstance to the attendants in waiting. Mr. 
JAillar, one of the pages, immediately went to. the 
Palace, aad seized the man, who refused ta assign 
Itbe cause of his being in the Palace, or faiy what 
means he oUained admittance. Whe.n brought to 
the Lodge, the porter asserted he had • not the 
most remote recollection of his entrance or person. 
The intruder was then suffered to depart, but in a 
$hort time returned and peremptorily insisted on 
being introduced to the Princess^ '< that be mig^t 
pour out the ardency of his passion, and at her feet 
press for an ecpial return." He. was then de- 
tained, and information of this singular occurrence 
dispatched to Lord Sydney. On his examination 
before a magistrate he said his naine was Spang, 
hy profession a bair«dresser. Evident inarks of 
insanity appearing, he waa committed to TothiU- 
fields bridewell, until further directions, and or- 
dered to be kept in a separate api^rtme^t, and 
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treated with the utmost tenderness. It is sapposed 
(le get orer the wall in the Green Vatk into the 
%ieen*s gardens, and so entered the Palace, 

The same testimonials of public respept were 
paid on hts Majesty's birtb*day this year as before. 
At an early hour their Royal Highnesties the Prince 
of Walesi and Duke of York came to Backin§pham 
House to compliment their Majesties on the ocea-^ 
sion ; as likewise did several of the nobility. The 
Royal brothen^ afterwards breakfasted widi their 
Majesties and the Princesses en JumiUe. The 
drawing-room was very splendid, several rich 
drbss4s having been displayed ; those of the Qua^i 
and Princesses were, in some respects^ snrprisingly 
brilliant. The ball*room was by no means crowds 
ed ; within the dancing circle, however, there were 
the usual number of fair candidates; ' Their Ma- 
jesties and the Princesses entered at half-paist niae# 
preceded by the officers of state ; and the overture 
of ** Sampson*' was played on the entrance of the 
King, and continued till their Majesties were 
seated. The Prince of Walea went down two 
minuets with the Princess Royal and Princess Au^* 
gusta, and the Duke of York with Princess £Uza-> 
beth and Lady M. Montague. After the minuets^ 
the country-dances commenced. Their Majesties 
retired about twelve, and die company dispersed. 

At a quarter before seven o'clock in the morning 

of July the 12th, their Migesties, the Princens Royals 

Princesses Angusta and Elizabeth, set «out from 

Windsor, and proceeded to the Earl of Haroourt'Sr 
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At Nmidiaiti ; and after stay^ing thett tirolMNtrap 
oDtttiaucNl their journey to Chitlteiriiamy where 
tb^y arrived a litUe before iye in the aftemooif. 
The concourse of people; ivae very great in all the 
t»wna throogh which their Merjestite aAd their 
Boyal BLighuesiieepaaiied^ and every detmlnrtratioii 
of loyalty waa shown on the occasion. The next 
morning . (Sunday) their Majesties end the Prin- 
cesses attended divine service at the parish chuopby 
where a sermon was preached, by the Ldcd bishop 
^ Gloucester. The Royal Family jrenided at 
Faucokiberg's Lodge, on an eminence^ : about a 
<|norter of a mile from the iiewit, and aboul.two 
hundred yards from the Spa. It was said thgit the 
great object of the King's jouictoy was to he^ off 
the gout ; his complaint for some time past having 
been a flying gout, which hii^ physioiatas coidd 
readily fix by the use of a ]m>per fegimen, but Ins 
Majesty dreaded such a lodgment, as it would of 
course preveirt him from using th^ exercise which 
bad been so much his habit as well as inclinatieai. 
Cheltenham waters were recommended for this 
purpose. The physicians, no doubt, saw at this 
time the absolute necessity tbe^e was fol" empli^«> 
log his Majesty's mind. 

At six in tiie morning of the 16th, the King and 
Princess Royal were at ih^t Spa. Abo^t ^ven 
o'clock they retired. ' At ten, the King^ Queen, 
and three Princesses, aJttended bjr Lord and Lady 
Courtoun, Colonels Digby and Gwynne, Miss 
BuPMy^ &c. set off fear.Tewhnbury^ Having 



wmlked about ^ewfceisbury, Tiewed the insMle of 
the church, and emry thi&g /worthy of atteotmi, 
IJwy returned to Cfaelteufaam about three o'dodkw 
When bis Majesty rode into Tewkesbary, the 
people stood apon the waHs of the bridge to see 
him pai»« Observing them in that dangerousi sitti-i 
itioa, belaid, '^ My good people, I am' afraid some 
of yoa may fall — don't rnn such hazards ta ^iee 
your King ; I will ride as slowly as you please^ 
that you may all have a sight/' 

On ttas 19th their Majesties, the Princesses, and 
attendants went to Cirencester, and from tiience 
t0 liord Bathurst's delightful seat of Oakly Orave^ 
Their Majesties were particular in viewing ,th6 
parks and woods, and expressed great satisfactioa 
ai seeing the new river which his lordship was then 
cutting : they returned to Fauconberg Loc^a 
about four o'clock to dinner* 

On the 24th the King, Queen, and the three 
Princesses visited the city of Gloucester. Tbe«^ 
Majesties and their Hoyal Highnesses alighted at 
the Bishop's Palace, who, attended by i^ Dean 
and Chapter of the Cathedral, and the Clergy of 
the diocese, addressed the King on the occasion. 
His Majesty received them very gracioudy, and 
they had also the honour of being presented to the 
Queen. The Mayor and Corporation of Glon^ 
cester then attended, and the Town Cleik addreis^* 
ed his Majnty ia their name. They were ltke<< 
wise presented to the Queen. Their Majesties 
stihNTwards Tssited the ^cathedral, thepm^mas 
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tory of Mr. Alderman Weaver, the cooaty infirm 
mary, and the gaol then bnilding, agreeably to a 

. plan of Sir Geoi^e Paul and Mr. Howard. Their 
Majesties then returned to the Bishop's palace, and 
as soon as their equipages were ready, set out with 
the Princesses on their return to Cheltenham. 
Though the concourse of people in the streets of 
Gloucester were immense, through the attentioa 
of the magistrates their Majesties were not in the 
least incommoded. 

It was said that the Ring received great benefit 
frcna the water of Cheltenham. His Majesty was 
constantly at the Spa a little after six in the morn- 
ing, drank a glass of the water, then walked half 
an hour with the Queen and Princesses, who like-f 
^se drank the M^ater. The King took a second 
glass, and about half after seven the Royal party 
returned to Fauconbetg House. His Majesty 
banded the Queen and Princesses to their car- 
riages, and then set out himself on foot. About 
eleven o^clock his Majesty was constantly on horse- 
back, paying no regard to the state of the weather. 
He was attended by Lord Courtoun and Colonel 
JJighy, and followed by two of his grooms. Then 

: came, the coach of her Majesty and Princesses, 
each attended by two servants. They generally 
took the road to the hills on the east of Chelten- 
ham, returned about two, dined at four, and at 
seven appeared in. the walks. When the King 
met any of the nobility or gentry in the walks 
wfa<Hii he knew, he stopped and conversed with 
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tliem a few minates : on these occasio dk off 

his hat, aod frequently also to par< were 

passing. His Majesty often walked m the 

fields near the house ; and in his w 1 rides 

delighted in asking questions of the people 

whom he accidentally met ; as he wa 1 very 

plain, he was not alwi^ys known.. The commonalty 
iiehaved in a yery respectful manner, uncovering 
whenever the Royal party approached. During 
one of his Majesty's private walks he met a farmer 
in a great heat. *^ So friend/' said the King, <<you 
seem very warm." ^* Yes, Sir," said the man, 
** I came along way, for I want to see the King ; 
I understand he is here in Cheltenham." " Well, 
my friend," said the monarch, giving him half a 
guinea, ** here is something to refresh you after 
your walk." " But where, worthy sir," said the 
man, " Can 1 see the King ?" " Friend," returned 
ills Majesty, '' you see him now before you.*' 
This instance of Royal condescension quite con* 
founded the poor m^n. , 

On the 2dth the Royal tourists honoured Lord 
Coventry with their company to dinner. Every 
thing which taste, ekgance, and I^agnificence ooiild 
accomplish, wa^ displayed on the occasion. ^ The 
cellar doors were thrown open^ and the vast multi-* 
tude that had assembled round the house were 
plentifully regaled with good October. About half 
a dozen or more waggish farmers, in spite of every 
remonstrance from the coachman and postillions, 
'jumped into the Royal coach and sajuted. their 
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spouses. When kis Majesty was iDfovmed of 
freak, he lauglwd heartily, and oomaModad tiie 
men for their spirit and eitility. The Kimg, 
Queen, and Prineesses iii^ked in the park npwarAa 
of an honr. 

About eight o'clock in the evening of Angast ike 
6lh, tiie Royal Family arrived at the Bishop's 
palace, in the city of Worcester. Early the next 
momiag the King, attended by two noUemeit, 
wdked through several parts of the city, loUowed 
by. a prodigious «i«imber of people. His liajesty 
took notice of the neat appearance of the build- 
ings and the deanlinesis of the streets. At ten 
o'clock a letee was held at tiie palace. The Bishop, 
Dean, Chapter, and other Clergy, waited on the 
King) Mrhen the Bishop in their name addressed 
his Majesty, who was pleased to return them it 
very gracious answer, and they had the honoar 
to kiss his Majesty's hand. The ooiToration of 
WorcefiAer were then intredooed by ^e iBarl of 
Oxford, when the Earl of Cof? entry, reo^er of 
Worcester, complimented the King in thehr name, 
in a very elegant and loyal speech, to which 
his Majesty returned a gMcions answer, and Idie 
corporation had also the honour to kiss his Ma- 
jesty's hand. The nobility and gentry of *he 
county afterwards waited on Hie King, who cm- 
ferred the honour of knighthood on Mr. Charles 
Withers. 

Their Majesties and ^le I^rincesses tiien Ht- 
tended divine service itt the cathedral, where a 
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isludlril^ sermon was preached hjr the Rer. Dr; 
Jjmgfori, one of the canons of Windsor and 
chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty, for!ttiesiip4 
port of the widows and children of the thriee choiri^ 
of Worcester, Gloucester, and Hereford. 

The next morning the Royal Family were agaia 
present at the Cathedral, wh^re a selection from 
the Abbey music was ably perfomted. 

On the 8th' the corporation, conducted by Lord 
CoT^itry, in his recorder's robes, waited on hifi 
Majesty to request he would honour them with a 
vint at the town^hall, to which the King graciously 
assented. A' g^and. procession accordingly took 
place. The various trades with tbeir streamers 
led their way ; the maces were borne by the 
aldermen, and the mayor carried the sword of state 
before his Majesty* After having viewed the pic^ 
tares, regalia, and every thing curious, he was 
shown into the grand parlour, where an elegant 
cold collation was provided. As his Majesty never 
took any liquor before dinner, the niayor asked 
him if he would be pleased to take a jelly, wheil 
:the King replied << I do not recollect drinking a 
^lass of wine before dinner in my life, yet, upon 
this pleasing occasion, I will ventiire." A ^ss 
of rich old mountain was Served by the Mayor^ 
when his Majesty immediately drank, '* Prosperity 
to the Corporation and Citizens of Worcester.'* 
This being made known to the populace, at uhiver^ 
sal sboot^f applause continued for several minutes. 
The King then addressed.himself to the corpora^ 

3 Af 
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tton to kttow if thert #atmiiytiinig lie €0«ld«lfaiigt 
tbem in. The Earl of Conentry, tiie rMdnkis 
repKed in the nmlkt of the citi2te8| that they 
*^ teaderad their smceiiB and grateful thtttiln fat 
the honour: his Majtetj had done the xAty ef WoN 
eester, and if he n^ouhl be graobaely pleased to 
sit fer hill ^cture^ to be placed in the htilly he 
would gratify their hig^eit wishes/* His Majesty 
i>eplied» << Oert^aly, febtlemeo, I de ^iM beeitlite 
to grant yon that favouri to any etfier wfcitli yoil 
can reasonably expett." Thwctraaseny conceded, 
the Royal Family egniii eepHiMd to the cathedrals 
wheire the ^< Memiab*^ was ipeifesnsed.* 

In the evenieg there #a8 H fraud - wine^llaneeas 
concert, which the Boyal visibDrs honouradwitk 
their presence. They had denned ap p ea ring tlie 
two preceding evenings* An ekgaiit box had 
been ^tted up for their reception in this gailery ^ 
the nMsic^rooDEiy so that this nmnerbus corapany 
had a fiHl view ef the Royal Faniiyw The Ring 
Was dressed in his blue and grid uniferm^ and Ibe 
Qifieen and Princesses in royal purple gowns» witil 
silver tissue petticoats. Her Majesty's head<dw6li 
was a twp decorated with pnr{de ribbands, studded 
with beads %ft polishixt sleeH no. kss brilttant (ilt 
a timfe) than the finest diamonds^ The PrinceBses 
Wore theit hair ovnatnented very grac^udly, with 
ganae and Volrera^ tiieir slippers ladarared wMi the 
polished steel raseltes wUeh had been just iatentod 
by. Bailey ef Oloneester. The neMt sneeoing their 
Majesties retulrned'to Chditenliam^ 



.- Him Qoemn wan kditposedcai the 13^, to that 
th« Roynl vitft to the 4d«thiog country was deferred 
to tlfe next day. Accordingfy, early on the morn- 
ing of the 14th, their Majesties left Chelteiifham to 
109)1? thpir intmded yis^ttii, lUnrcl P^9i@ and Bir 
GeoffQ f9^ of vhi«b pr«vi<»Dii iptinij^liloq ^h^d 
b«eji.giT6n, Th^ P9f»^ throvg)^ Pfuns^ic^ 
ahoat half after f%ht« %nd arrived at Strond be^ 
twefin 9 Mid 1.0 Q'i^offk' A rery respoctable p^rty 
of gentl«i|ien met mA conducted th« Sxgtd yiaitgni 
Uurwigh thi» dMrtili^t of Ihf c^iwty, ^efprriimr ^ 
ftU thosft (#9^ whi«h,w*re, wprtby <»f attention, 
7h#>r Mfy«Rti9s p^^ved ap it^vr ^tl» Mr. Q. JP»n}, 
(wh« di«plAyt4^ri^ h)!9«^ of ^« wopU^n m^a* 
^tarc) W haying partaJ^«n.of a <2§^^ fit H^ll 
|}o«9^, th£\y piw^«d«4 to Spring Paris. th?wnt 
<^ IliQfsd Piv^, whflr» » 9^H poUfttipq wa{( jqroir 
▼ided. 

. Oq tbc| l&Hh fclM jibing rode to Ql(m«est^ from 
ChdtevhAOi, «tt|^pd«4 hy his f^f^^^erry, iq p«y « 
morning visit to the Bishop^ vrith whom h« f fSjied 
m how. &ii MfUWtjr return^ m the Mume pri- 
vate mirni)^, Mid m ^» ^"f^mm theHoy^l Fa^Uy 
v«9(. to th« play* wkon ^ ooipMipoal »ddiiM» wa* 
fl>9ii«9, i^ioh ««»t»ifft9d ^ CoUowiQg )miw ; 

" All hearts must worship ihls (i«iiir haflow'tl ground. 
Health at whose fount the Slag of Freedom found-l 
tiOBg may iVia spring prenerve Ofea* Britala tiw&t 
Byehteriif him nkeguaidsoarliherty! 
- Here nay bis lartwow cMMNTt^Aen 4«i»D> , 
. Th'%dpie4il9p(toof«»ttf;^7»iwfii<l 

2U2 
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And oh ! maf these, high Windsor*! oharming grsceaiy 
)n this low vale show oft their blooming faces i 
Whe|« the week eye unfolds the modest mind—* 
Tho^ young— 'examples to all womankind P' 

The next naorning their Majesties and the Prin- 
cess Royal, Princess Augusta, and Princess Eliza- 
bieth set out from Cheltenham at eight o'clock, 
the nobility, gentry, and inhabitants of that place 
and its neighbourhood, having been assembled to 
testify theit* respect on the occasion. The mo^ic 
of the town played " God save the King,* • in slo^ 
time, and the band of the 29th answered in re- 
aponses^ At half tin hour after one their Majesties 
and the Princesses alighted at Earl Harcourt's seat 
at Nuneham, where they remained till near six 
o^clock in the evening ; and at half an hour after 
bine arrived in perfect health at their royal resi-*^ 
dence in Windsor. 

About this time his Royal Highness the Dnke 
of York purchased Oatlands, near Weybridge, of 
the Duke of Newcastle* 

It soon appeared that his Majesty was afflicted 
with a worse disorder than the gout; the first 
isymptoms were observed in the early part of Octo* 
ber, which encreased so much that on the 17th it 
wa9 fpunfl necessary to postpone the levee at St. 
James's. His Majesty had canght ppld (it was 
thojught,) by walking pyer some vret gra^s. This 
brought on a rheomatic pain which fixed in his 
$tomach, but it was aoon removed into the extre^ 
mities, and on the 24th hi» Majesty was so muph 
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Meovered as to appear at the levee. The 4th of 
November brought a relapse, attended with a 
violent pain in the bowels. On the 6th, the symp- 
toms were very alarming : the most eminent phy-^ 
sicians were called in to a consultation, and the 
great officers of state were sent for« His disorder 
appeared to be of a very melancholy nature ; and 
oh the 11th it was thought necessary to send an 
official account every day, of his Majesty's sitna* 
tion^ to the lord in waiting at St. Jameses. On 
the 13th, a form of prayer for his Majesty's re« 
covery was ordered by the lords of the privy coun« 
oil to be prepared by the Archbishop of Canter*- 
bury. Moreover, in consequence of the singular 
situation of government, circular letters were sent 
to both houses of parliament, requiring their at« 
tendance on the 20th. The two houses of parlia* 
ment met accordingly ; but no commission having 
been issued either for holding or for a further pro- 
rogation of parliament, it was unanimously agreed 
to adjourn to the 4th of December. His Majesty's 
disorder was an oppression of the brain^ attended 
by a fever. 

On the 29th^ the Royal family removed from 
Wind»>r to Kew. His Majesty was attended in 
his coach by General Harcourt, Colonel. Golds* 
nrorthy^ and Colonel Greville. Her Majesty went 
m her own carriage^ accompanied by her Royal 
Highness the Princess Augusta. Their Royal 
Higlmesses the Prince of Wales and Duke of 
York follonr^ twm after. Their Majesties arrived 
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«4 Kew about hair m hour aftar five to the tfteiw 
iioont and the king bore the jonroey veiy well. 

As this was a severe M^intar his Boysl Highnest 
the Ddceof York ordered an additional bushri of 
coals per week to every married man in his regi^ 
ment. A large quantity of coab was abo given 
away to the poor of St. James's and St. Marftin*m 
by the direction of the Frince of Waka. 

Boon after the reassembling of Parliament the 
House of Commons, in a committee of the wJMde 
house, passed tiie two following resolntions ; the 
first unanimously, and the second by 908 voiees 
against 204. 

I. That it is dm opinion of this Committee Ihal 
Ilia Majesty is prevented by indiq;i09itieBi fimn 
coming to his parliament, and from altanding to 
public business,, and that the . personal exteoise of 
the Royal asithortty is thereby, for the present,, 
interrupted. 

II. That it is the opinion of this CammittiJfcf 
that it is the right and doty of ihm Lords spiritual 
and iemporal, and Commons of. Great Britain 
now assembled, and lawfully, fully, and freely m^ 
presenting all the estates of tiie people of this 
nsalm, to provide the means of supplying the do- 
foct of the persona) exercise of the Royal authority, 
arising from his Majesty's said indispositipn, ifn 
audi a manner as t^ exigency of the ease may 
aj^pear to require. 

They had likewise adjourned to a futaradi^ tha 
eonsiderati^n of the followfng resdiutlpoiif'' 



IIIv RMolTidd> thtt for this purpose ^ft»d (^ 
ttraiAteiiiifig etittrtf tht OMstftuttOMl authority <df 
tiie Kittfr it is necesswy that ibe said Liir4s and 
CommoiiH should determiae on the naeaas wboroi^ 
tkm RayA assent may be fiTen in Fariiamcfot to 
nnth hiH as may be passtd by the tivo faoasas of 
parlmneiit^ resp^ctio^ the elereise of the powers 
and authorities of the «How9i> iti the name and on 
the iiefaatf of the King, du«ai^the coHthmance of 
his Majeaity '» pnoseaot inifispoeition* 

On the tSd, it was agreed that the CfaacioeHer 
of Gkeat Bntaiaehoald affix tiie great seal toimeh 
bill of iimitattons as might be neoe^sary^ to it^iict 
the power of the fatore Kegent. It was snared 
as an waendnient, that the Prince of W^les here* 
questedto take upon himself tile wiasaii^tnaim of 
the gof«ttinieat dmrinig the Uoyal iMapacvfey : t}ie 
antendwent was negmtirisd by 251 to 178 i«oices^ 

Oa the ledi of Jaauifry, f 7a&» th» atngalar bW 
waabronght iiitD tiie Hoaoe, and produced siamt 
long and violent tdebates; and in tbe Hoose of 
Lords was ae<5Mipamed by a protest, signed by 
tlie Buke of York, at the head of the Prineea ^ 
the bbod, and fifty ^fine otber peevs, expressing 
their Mghesit indignaition i«t the restricl^ions im^ 
posed en the eieontive aaathority, 

A leitterlind be«a written to the Rnnce ef Wales 
by Mr. Pitt, infornnng his Highness of the ptan 
nieant to be porsaed ; that the oare ^ the King's 
peison and the dispoiMtion of the JRoyal Househntd 
ehonld be^eoBin^tted totbe^neeay wbow%aid9 % 
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this means, be vested with the patronage of 409 
places, amongst which were the great offices of Lord 
Steward, Lord Chamberlain, and the Master of 
the Horse. That the power of the Prince should 
not extend to the granting any office, reversion, 
or pension, for any other term than during the 
King's pleasure, nor to the conferring any peerage* 
The answer of His Boyal Highness was temperate 
but dignified : *^ it was with deep r^ret that he 
perceived in the proportions of administration, a 
project for introducing weakness, disorder, and 
insecurity, into every branch of political business---* 
for separating t\ie court from the state, and de- 
priving government of its natural and accustomed 
support ; a scheme for disconnecting authority t6 
command service, from the power of animating it 
by reward, and for allotting to hitn all the invidi* 
ous duties of the Kingly station, without the 
means of softening them to the public by any one 
act of grace, favour, or benignity/* However, 
the Prince declared that the conviction of the evils 
which might otherwise arise, outweighed in his 
mind every other consideration, and would deter- 
mine him to undertake the painful txust imposed 
upon him by that melancholy necessity, which of 
all the King's subjects he deplored the most. 

Oh the 31st Lord Waldegrave reported in the 
House of Lords that he had, with Lord Ayles* 
bury, waited upon her Majesty with their lord- 
ship's address (relative to the care of his Majesty's 

person and the management of his household,) to 

It 
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inrhich her . Majesty had been pleased to return 
the following most gracious answer : 

• " My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•' My duty and gratitUfle to the King, and the 
sense I must ever entertain of' my great obligations^ 
to this country, will certainly engage my most 
earnest attention to the anxious and momentous 
trust, intended to be reposed in me by parliament* 
It will be a great consolation to me to receive the 
aid of a council, of which t shall stand so much 
in need, in discharge of a duty wherein the hap- 
piness of my future life is indeed deeply interest- 
ed, but which, a higher object, the happiness of 
a great, loyal, and affectionate people renders still 
more important/' 

The message to the Queen and her Majesty *s 
. answer were ordered to be printed^ 

His Royal Highness the Prince of W^les had 
attained some popularity at this time. A draft for 
1000/. had been. received in the Chamber of Lon- 
don, enclosed in a letter from his Royal Highnesses 
treasurer, addressed ta the Chamberlain, iri order 
to be applied to the relief of the poor who might 
sustain sopae hardship and' inconvenience during 
such an inclement seasoti from the delay of his 
Majesty^s annual bounty. The Recorder of lion- 
don,^ with the Sheriffs and Town Clerk, attended 
his Royal Highness at Carlton House xvith an 
unanimous vote of thanks from the Common Coun- 
cil of London, for his Royal Highness'$ hcfantf. 
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Tht bill, "wldck had been panned, was rendered 
ueeleee by his Majesty's being pronoanoed free 
from all complaint on the 20tli of February. The 
canse of his Majesty's disorder was ascribed to his 
abitemioos mode of living while at Cheltenham. 
It was thought that he drank too copiously of the 
waters, and did not take sufficient animal nourish- 
ment to counteract the strong nature of them* 
However, when his Majesty was recommended to 
go to Cheltenham, his physicians deemed the re- 
laxation both seasonable and expedient. 

On the 1st of March the King, Queen, and all 
the Princesses attended divine service in the private 
chapel at Kew, when a new thanksgiving prayer 
was read. The King, Queen, and three eldest 
Princesses waited to receive the Holy Sacrament. 

On the^ 12th there were grand illuminations 

throughout London, Westminster, the suburbs and 

. adjacent villages. At the Queenis illumination at 

Kew was a large transparent picture, under which 

were the foUowinig lines, written by her Majesty : 

^' Oar prayers are lieard and Frovidence resttfras 
A patriot lUiy to bless Biritaiiiiia's shores ^ 
Bni Dot^to Britain is the bliss coi«6n*(|, 
AU Einrope hiuls the friend of humao kind. 
if such the general joy, what words can show 
The change to transport, from the depths of wo, 
la those pei^iniited to embrace again ' 

Thebnt of fathers, husbands^ and of men r* 

Iia the^eyening her Majesty and all the Princesses 
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came from Kew to^ Earl BalJiui*it's in PiccadvUy, 
and after taking aome refipeshment, ker Majenty 
and the three eldeat fkiacesaeadravi tiMKmgh the 
streets for two hoqrs^ and weve higMy gratified 
with the lights and trans^rencies, H^ Majesty 
and the Princesses did not retom to ILew till be^ 
tween qii9 and two in the morning; when the 
King appeared at the door of the palace to re- 
ceive them» and after majs:ing enquiries about their 
amusements, opened himself the coadi-door, and 
handed his royal consort from her carriage. . His 
Majesty had dined that day at Windsor. • 

On his Majesty's recovery congratnktory ad* 
dresses poured in from all quarterns The City of 
London todc the lead, and his Majeisty expressed 
his willingness to receive their address from the 
ttands of the Lord*Mayor and Sheriffs at Rew» at 
one o'clodi, on the 19th of March. The Lord^ 
Mayor and the two Sheriffs went, in a private 
Waaner, in their carriages to Kew, where they 
presented their addresses to their Majesties sepa* 
rately. The King and Queen received them in 
the most irfKahle mannen The address to the Queen 
was as follows : 

" May it please your Majesty to permit us, the 
]4>rd-Mayor, Alderman, nod Commons of the 
City of l^wdon, in common^cooncil assembled, 
to olTer pur inost sjn<»r« congratalatbns to your 
MfU?|sty oti the anspicions recovery of our most 
gracipps soverdlgn. 

^* Impressed with the most sympathising aflSec* 
2N2 
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tibn$, we hare not the power to coirrey how much 
we participate iir the general felicity of which your 
Majesty most enjoy so large a share. 

" That the King may long be preserved in his 
sabred and exalted station^ not less revered for 
hii domestic virtues than for the dominion he hokk 
in the hearts of a loyal and happy people, is the 
sincere prayer of the citizens of London. •- 

'' There never was a period when the citizens 
of Lpndon felt the Talue of their privilegfe to ad- 
dress the throne in so eminent a degree as the 
present^ which has enabled them to dwell vrith 
such heartfelt emphasis on an event so propitious 
to thjeir couritry»«o peculiarly interesting and eifec^ 
tually consolatory to the besjt of Queens." 

Her Majesty returned the following answer : 

** I thank you for this mark of duty to the King 
ami attention to me. I receive your congratulations 
with a sincere and heartfelt pleasure on the present 
joyful occasion ; and I can assure you Uiat the City 
of London, will ever have my bc^t wishes for its 
prosperity and happiness." 

We shall add the address o^f llie Bishop and 
Clergy of the Diocese of Llandaff : 

^f Most gracious Queen, 
*' We the bishop, archdeacon, and chapter' and 
clergy of the diocese of Llandaffy entf eat your 
Majesty graciously to accept our Cohgratulations 
on the King's recovery • from hiS' late indisposition. 
They are tendered to your Majesty with the utinoat 
truth- 
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' '" ' 'Kie isoinforts of domestic life are naforal an4 
fMneero : all persons^ in all ranks, equally feel the 
importance of possessing them; are equally af- 
^icted by tbeir interraption or loss : we firmly be- 
lieve that every family in the kingdom sympathised 
with your Majaity in your late distress, and that 
Aey aU participate io your present felicity. 

^< Sensible of the infloence of R«yal example, 
^e always thought that your Majesty was entitled 
4o the thanks of this kingdom for the proofs you 
have uniformly given, during* a long residence 
amongst us, of the sincerity of your piety, of the 
amiableness and purity of your manners, as a 
quten, as a wife, and as a mother; but if your 
Mfi^esty could have claimed our regard on no other 
account, the tenderness and concern you have 
shown for a beloved Monarch during the late un- 
happy mtuatioR, would have secured to you the 
gvateful attachment of a loyal people. 

<< We observed in the deliberations of Parliament 
a gfeat divei^ity of opinion, as to the most consti- 
tutional mode of protecting the ra^ts of the So- 
vereign during the continuance of hi^ indisposition, 
but we observed none ^Hliateyer a# to the necessity 
of doing it in the most effectual manner. This 
eircuikistance cannot fail of giving solid satisfaction 
to your Majesty; for, next to the consolation of 
faeKed^ing that^ inhis recovery, he has been the 
fS(ieeiaL> object of God's mercy, must be that of 
knowing that, during his illness, he was the peciT- 
jliar object of hi8.people's love ; that he reigns over 
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9. fre^f a gr^tf and an enligiitfood. nation, not mort 
l^y the lavs of the l^pd* tjpan by the wi«het^of aU 
iiJ8 subjects/' 

The first drawing-rooiii at ^, JaiB«*s since tiie 
King's indisppsition took places on the 2fitliy and 
vras the most brilliant and. numerous erer aeen. 
His Majesty came to town in the marauif on horse'- 
back, and $tlighted at Bnckingbam Honee^ where 
he saw th^ Queen and Princ^aes in tiieir dresses 
before they went to St. James's, and abont twe 
o'clock returned to Kew House in histraFeUiag 
post-chaise. The Qneen^s dr^»t was snperb he«> 
yond all former precedent, and was enriched by a 
display of diamonds of immense value* She hssi 
the wqrds '' Long live the King,'' in dianmndkh-pr^ 
and the same moj;to, in gold letters,, en a white 
satin ribband, was on the cap of almost every body. 
The dresses were almost uniCbrmly white sa^ 
with crape dmperies, and tmins enifaroidefed apd 
fringed. 

There wpre $ever^ grand galas on Hm oonaiioni 
The Pariith^pn gala wa« remarkably brilliant, and 
the liady Mayoress';^ .assembly did equal x^rodiiia 
the city. J9er Majesty's gala at Windaer^ April the 
iSd, was truly inagnificeat: the hanqust waa the 
most luuiripus of any given Bi Windsor during 
the pre))eni reign. 

At seven o'clock the drawing-room began* Theif 
ijVf ajesties were seated under a canopy : the Kipg 
was in a fuU dress uniform of hloe and geld^ < The 
Queen had a most superb l^awleau in hef head* 
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dntf ^ vMR leltori iii dtamoiidA of "^ Long live thtf 
Sing/V Tke Prhieettes Imi hettd^dresses iielfrly 
the same. The compmiy eontfteted of all the first 
mftility in the hmd, of the King's friends, with 
their ladies a&d famtties. The ladies were all in' 
otte tmifehu, of garttr-blne, trimmed with a broad 
gold fringe^ the petticoat of white satin. They 
wove bandeaitf in tike headdresses the same as the 
Queen's, and most of them had medalH6ns of his 
Majesty. The genllemen, with the e^Tceptidn of a 
few officers, wore the King's unifornl. 

About eight o'clock the concert began, which 
consisted of the Qoeen's private band, assii^d by 
the Doke of York's. Griesbuch was the leader of 
the vocal perfermeni. Storace, Norris, and Sale 
were th^ principal singers. In the frbiit of the 
whde company the Royal Faniily were seated in a 
row. On the right of his Majesty ^as the Qfueen; 
ott the left the Princess Adgnsta. The Diike of 
43-16ueester tiras at one end, and his son and daugh- 
ter at the other. At the conclusion of the second 
act his Majesty took some refreshment, and in half 
an hour the performance was resumed. 

The sapper commenced at one o'clock, ii^ St. 
George^s HaH, when the King retired. The 
Queen sUt at the bottom of the hall, on the emi- 
nence ; the Prince of Wales on her right, and ihe 
Duke of York on her left: the rest of the Ro^al 
Family were at the same table. The supper wasL 
moit magtiiftcent. A piece of confectionary ex- 
hibited the Chatham arms, with W. P. (Wiiliao^ 
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Pitt), and a representation of the keys oFthe Tfes-^ 
sury hanging from them, with 288, the number of 
members .forming the majority before*mentionedr 
^nd the arms. of the Lord Chancellor, with his 
motto, in token, of his opinion of their integrity* 
There was no ball, and, the company retired about 
three o*qlock in the morning. 

The Queen's lodge was illuminated in a nmst 
brilliant style. 

At the Opera House subscription gala, Mrsw 
Siddons, habited in the character of Britaniua^ 
recited an Ode written by Mr. Merry, Here the 
supper was also superb and profuse ; the omam^it^ 
light and graceful. In the baU-room, the coffee- 
room, ^nd five or six smaller rooms, about seven 
hundred were able to, sit down at once. The 
dancing began about three o'clock in the morning :. 
there were no minuets nor, cotillions. The.Doke of. 
York and the Duchess of Rutland led down the 
first dance. Between six and seven in the morning 
the tables in the supper-rooms were new decked,, 
and soups, ices, strawberries, jellies, shell-fish, &c» 
furnished in profusion^ 

On the 15th, her Majesty, accompanied by the 
Princess Boyal, the Fdnicesses Sophia and £lizat^ 
beth, went to Covent Garden Theatre. Her Ma- 
jesty, on entering her box, wa& received with loud 
applause, and she sensibly felt the congratulations^ 
When seated, the ordinary curtain was drawn up, 
and a splendid drop-cloth dia|)layed, wiUi his Ma?^ 
jesty*sarms^ superbly emblazoned, with^.ai.scrolt 
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^eTf cootaiiiing the words *^ Long live the King/* 
and another underneath, ** May the King live for 
ever," Two cherubs supported the lower scroll, 
waving wreaths of laurel over it. The whole 
painting was decorated with a rich foliage of roses 
and myrtle surrounding it. The unexpected dis^ 
play of this new droprcloth added considerably to 
its eflfect. The principal singers then came for^ 
ward to sing '^ God save the King/' in which they 
were Joined by the whole audience, and encored 
three times. The Queen was so much affected t|)at 
she shed tears of joy, and the Princesses synij^** 
tbised in her sensibility. 

The 23d having been ordered by proclamatioii 
to be a day of general thanksgiving for his Majesty's 
recovery, the King went to the cathedral cl^urch 
of St. Paul, accompanied by the Queen, the Prii^ce 
of Wales, %he Duke of York, the Princess Royal, 
the Princesses Augusta and Elizabeth^ the Dukes 
of Gloucester and Cumberland, his Highness 
Prince William, the memjbers of both Houses of 
Parliament, the g^eat officers of state, the judges, 
and other public functionaries. 

The procession began at eight o'clock in the 
morning, by the House of Commons, in their 
coshches, followed by their Speaker, in hi^ 9totfs 
coach. Next came the maaters in chancery, tKe 
judges, and after them the peers, in the order, ol 
precedency, /as they were marshalled by the officam 
(fi arms at Westminster, the youngest baron going 
first, and the Lord (chancellor, in his state coaebt 

2 d^ 
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closing this part of the procession. Soch of the 
peers as were knig^hts wore the collars of their 
respective orders. 

Afterwards came the Royal Familyy in order of 
precedency, with their attendants, escorted by 
parties of the royal regiment of horse guards. 
Their Majesties set out from the Queen's Palace 
soon after ten o'clock, in a coach drawn by eight 
cream-coloured horses, (in which were also two of 
the ladies of her Majesty's bed-chamber,) followed 
by their Royal Highnesses the Princesses, and 
pr<^eeded through the gate at the Stable-yard, 
along Pali-Mall. The streets were lined, as far as* 
Temple-bar, by the brigade of foot guards, the 
grenadier companies of which were posted in St. 
Paul's Church, and in the Church-yard, i^nd pa- 
trolled by parties of the royal regiment of horse- 
guards. The avenues into the streets through 
which the procession passed were guarded by the 
Queen's light dragoons. From Temple-bar to the 
church the streets were lined by the artillery com- 
pany and the militia of the city; the peace-officers 
attending both within and without the city. 

At Temple-bar his Majesty was met by the Lord 
Mayor in a gown of crimson velvet, by the Sheri£& 
in their scarlet gowns, and a deputation from the 
Aldermeki and Common Council, (being all on 
horseback), when the Lord Mayor surrendered, 
the city sword to bis Majesty, who having returned 
it to him, he carried it bare-headed before the Kin^ 
to St. Paul's. . , 
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At the west door of St. Paurs bk Majesty was 
met by the peers, the Bishop of London, the Dean 
of St. Paul (Bishop of Lincoln) the Canons re- 
sidentiary, and the Kings 'and other officers of 
Mnns, the band of gentlemen pensioners and the 
yeomen of the guard attending. The sword of 
state was carried before his Majesty by the Marquis 
of Stafibrd into the <:hoir, where the King and 
Queen placed themselves under a canopy of state, 
near the west end, opposite to the attar. The peers 
had their seats in the area as the House of Lord«, 
and the Commons in the stalls. The upper gal- 
leries were allotted to the ladies of her Majesty*8 
bed-chamber, the maids of honour, and such other 
ladies of distinction as attended on this occasion* 
The foreign Ministers were placed in (he two lower 
galleries, next to the throne, and Che Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen in the lower galleries near the altan 
The Prayers and Litany were read and chanted by 
the minor canons : the Te Deum and Anthems 
composed for the occasion were sung by the choir, 
who were placed in the organ loft, and were joined 
in the chorus, as also in the Psalms, by the charity 
children, in number about six thousand, who were 
assembled there previous to their Majesties' arrival. 
The Sermon was preached by the Bishop of 
London. 

After divine service their Majesties returned with 
the same state to the Queen's Fahioe at about half 
an hour after three o'clock. 

His Royal Highness Prince Willigm Henrv ar- 
2o2 
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rived at Windsor from Portemoiitli Mftj the 2d, 
when he was imi|ie4iat;ely introduced to their Ma- 
jesties. 

The celebration of her Majeity's birthTday 
(which was not ol^served at the beginning of the 
year) took place at Windsor on the l6th| when the 
Kii^^ Queen, and Princesses received the conipli? 
pliment^ of all the foreign ministers^ land d number 
of the nobility and gentry, at the Queen's Lodge^ 
and the whole of the Royal Family dined together* 
In the evening there was (| grand concert at the 
Castle, and an elegant sapper in St. George's 
Hall. All the great officers of state, officers of the 
household, lords and ladies of th^ bedchunber, &c. 
were present. 

The Queen had another gala at Windsor on the 
28th. About on^ hundred and sixty of the nobility 
had cards of invitation ; among whom mtte the 
Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, the Lord 
Chancellor, Mr. Pitt, &c. At nine o'clock the 
dances began in the great room, and at twelve the 
company adjonrqed to supper in St. George's Hall. 
At the upper end of the hall, on the throne, their 
Majesties and tl^e Royal Family sat. Two tables 
were placed the length of the hall, at each of which 
sat sixty persons. There was also another at the 
bottom of the hall. The ornaments of the tablfi 
were remarkably superb. After supper the com* 
pany resumed th< dande, and did not break up till 
five in the morning. 

The French Ambassador's gala was celebrated 
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j6n the 29tb, at his h<>use in Portmaii'^sqnftre. Th# 
Qiieeti^ three of the Princesses^ Dukes of York^ 
Clarence^ Gloiicester» and Cumberland were pre*- 
sent, fier Majesty was first received in the grand 
tNdooQy where a superb chair was placed^ iiear 
wrfaich the Princesses were seated. Temporary 
rooms wete built in the gardens, and one purposely 
for the Queen to sup in. The Spanish Ambassadot 
was houoiited in the minuets with the hand df the 
Princess Royal. The dances continued till neai* 
one o^clock^ when the supper rooms were opened^ 
and displayed a scene of luxury and magnificence. 

On the 1st of June the Duke of Clarence gay 6 
|Bt grand entertainment at Willis's Rooms, which 
were elegantly decorated for the purposfe. Th^ 
apartment whdre the Prince of Wales, Dukes of 
York and Clarence sat, with their select friends^ 
was splendidly ornamented with blue silk and 
flowers in various combinations.. 

The next day the Spanish Ambassador gave his 
gala at Ranelagh. The entrance into the rotunda 
wi» formed into a shrubbery ; the lower boxes re^ 
presented a Spanish camp, and the gallery formed 
a. temple of Flora. The Queen's box was^ of 
crimson satin, lined with white satin hung in fes>« 
toons, and richly fringed with gold, at the top of 
which was a regal crown. The orchestra was a 
magnificent pai^IIion of white and gold, lined with 
a green embroidered satin, in which was a taUe of 
eighteen covers for the Royal Family. Opposite 
the Queen's box was a dmali litago, on which a 
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Spanish dance was performed by children, which 
had a pleuing eiFect. In another arch of the 
centre were beautiful moving transparencies, and 
in a third was a lottery of watches, gold trinketi, 
medals, &c. consisting of six hundred prizes, the 
immber of ladies invited. The great prize, a gx>ld 
watch richly ornamented with diamonds, fell to 
the lot of Miss Eliza Sturt. Her Majesty drew 
an etwee case, with a beautiful medallion of the 
King. An Ode, the words by Colonel Arabin, was 
iiong ; after which a red curtain drew up, and abodt 
thirty girls and boys, in Spanish dresses, enter- 
tained the company with Spanish dances. Her 
Majesty and the Royal Family then retired to the 
back part of their t)ox, to view the fireworks from 
the garden. There were about twenty sailinjg 
boats on the water, illuminated with lamps, which 
moved backwards and forwards, letting off sky- 
rockets. The fireworks were very grand, and well 
conducted. 

The company having ag^in met in the rotunda, 
the country dances began. As none of the princes 
of the blood were present to take out their sirters, 
the four eldest Princesses danced with Prince Wil- 
liam of Gloucester, Earl of Salisbury, Eai4 Grower, 
and the Earl of Clarendon. At a quarter past one 
the Queen and Royal Family retired to their 
supper room. The service was entirely of gold, 
and the decorations most magnificent : the table- 
cloth alone was of the value of ninety guineas. 
Her Maj^ty was handed to soj^r by the Spanish 
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Ambassador: the Princesses, the Doke of Cclou- 
cester, and bis son and daughter, were seated with 
the Queen. A full band piayed *^ God save the 
K.ing'' during part of the supper time, after whLph 
catches and glees were sung. 

I'he Prince of .Wales and Duke of York were 
present, but not of her Majesty*s party. As the 
latter came in boots, his Royal Highness did not 
mix with the rest of the company. 

The dances continued after supper till half past 
five in the morning. The Queen and Royal Fa- 
mily withdrew at three. 

The King's birth-day was kept as usual at St. 
James's, but his Majesty was not present. The 
court was uncommonly numerous and splendid. 

On the 25th, their Majesties, the Princess Royal, 
Princesses Augusta and Elizabeth, visited his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester's lodge 
at Lynd hurst. They set out a little after seven 
o'clock in the morning, and arrived safe at Lynd- 
burst soon after three. They were attended by 
Lady Courtoun, two Ladies Waldegrave, Lord 
Courtoun, and Colonels Goldsworthy and Gwynn, 
and were followed, about an hour after, by his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, and his 
suite. At Winchester aind Romney thi6 Royal 
Family were received, .as they passed, with accla-. 
mations of joy. An immense number of horsemen 
from the neighbouring towns joined them on the 
way, and proceeded with them to the end of their 
journey. At Ls^mb'a Corner, at the extremity of 
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the Niew Fojrest, they were met by the lard ivardenr^ 
deputy lord warden, steward, bailifi; Terdurers, 
regardersy royal and other bowmen, agistero, and 
Tttrious othec d&rers of the forest, in their ancient 
uniforms, who preceded the royal carriages to 
Lyndhurst. Upon his Majesty's alighting in the 
courtly ard of the King's House, he was pre^ 
sented, by die Reverend Sir Charles Mill, bort. 
hereditary bailiff of the forest, with a brace of 
milH white greyhounds, with gold collars, coupled 
with a green silk ribbon^ agreeable to the ancient 
custom of the Manor of Coleberry, which obliges 
him to make such presentment to evefy crowned 
head whenever he enters the forest. 

The Royal Family dined in a room exposed to 
public view, and after dinner they threw open the 
windows, and joined the populace in the chorusses 
of ^ God save the King*' and << Rule Britannia;^ 
They afterwards walked through the village, at- 
tended by all their train. 

On the 26th their Majesties, with their suite^ 
arrived at Southampton, from Lyndhurst,. about 
eleven o'clock. They were received at the audit* 
room by the mayor and corporation, where an 
address was read to their Majesties by the town 
clerk. The corporation had the honour of kissing 
hands, and Thomas Mears, Esq. the mayor, was 
offered the honour of knighthood, but declined it. 
After partaking of refreshments, fruits, &c. their 
Majesties went to the quay, and from thence 
wall^ed round to the platfom, when,after expressing 
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themseiyes highly pleased with the grandeur of. the 
views, which were enriched by a full tide, they 
proceeded in their carriages round the beach, and 
after honouring. Colonel Hey wood with a call^ and 
taking chocolate^ &c. with him, they returned to 
Lyndhurst. 

On the 27th, their Majesties, the Princesses, and 
:8uite, visited the town of Lymington^ where they 
were received with every demonstration of joy aind 
loyalty. 

. On the morning of the 30th the Royal Family; 
with their whole suite^ departed from Lyndhurst 
for • Weymouth. Their Majesties went through 
Salisbury in the forenoon. A triumphal arch was 
erected, formed , of festoons of flowers, laurel 
wreaths, &c. under which the royal cavalcade 
passed. All the companies of the cityy dressed 
characteristically, attended. 
, , The royal arrival at Weymouth, in the afternoon, 
was announced by the Portland artillery, and by 
all the ships in Portland-road ; by colours flyio^r 
mi^sic, singing, and universal acclamations. After 
dinner the King and Queen walked on the sands 
for two hours, surrounded by a confluence of 
people. 

The next day the corporation presented a con- 
gratulatory address, and had the honour of kissing 
hands. 

His Majesty sometimes rode out in the morning, 
attended by Lords Courtoun and Chesterfield,, anid 
Colonels Gwynn and Goldsworthy, but more fre- 
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quently hk w^ked quite atone fipc^i th« Uftaefa. 
l^nvi^g been offeced cwstahles ta attend liini in 
|li$ e:^car9ionff» he declared that he fonnd hinuelf 
efficiently well guacded hy bis people. Ths 
Queen and JBrincea»es often talked <nAt o|i the 
sands in the evening. The. Royal Family weve ^ 
present at a haul c^ fish niM)n the beach eady in 
July. 

On the 5thr between tteiten and eight o'^ioek, hie 
Majesty was on the esplanade, where he walk^ 
two. hours. After bttakiu»it 1[he King, Qneen, 
and the I^ucespee, wi|h tl\eir attendants^ walkcdl 
tq chkrch, where the i^^yor and corpMatio9.y havin^jf 
made tiie nectary arrangements, eondnctad ibatja 
to their ^ws. Thechuiadi w^very attach csawde^ 
but ihe ^reate$t reg^laciiy was preserved, Theiv 
Hujesliefli' pew was^ in the centre aisfe, fitted uf^ 
with green silk curtains. A psalm at the beginnki^ 
q( the secvide, and an aptheoa before tb^ sermon, 
werci^peribrmed by several oi tbe neighhonchoadi 
After cbnrch their Majesties: and the Prineessea 
waUced tifi dinner on the beach. 

For the puc{M»e of a tour, the^ Blajestiei^aad 
suite lef^ Weymouth on the lath of Angust, and 
paid a visit to the carpet manufactory at Axsfm^, 
ster. The King and Que^a ve&ised to be drawn in 
their coach, but walked upon ^e platfform^ ami 
staid to see the whole in full work. An ordec^vaa 
given for. several pieces, andi a ^erajk siym left for 
Hke \^orki-people. 

When their Majestic* approached tloniton, they 



.iif«f« WHfrisefl at thh tint^ike %itb the at>)^eit^teii 
of near foar iiondred feriiikt^ ichihlr6nj iitiatljf 
dmiied^ With^Hite fil9ibitti6s^ led; headed bfihe 
ymxiig h0» df the Hdafditfg- ittfhobt; ih HrhiiS. TM 
Qbfe^ md jPrtflee«tf6i>, ^er^ fi^f much affected ai 
1M» TirtereMd^ si^d lirt«*{^iijt6d %bt. 

FVotti fibifitcrii the RtdyitI ttittri^ i^fobeeded tti 
Sir Q. Ymg6% at BtftAcM, tVhei^fe i$ iia^hificent 
Umaet iHiS fnr^red. Th<^y staid fbr co#ee; ^nd 
then pttumded i6 Bj^^tet^^ ^hicb^cie^t city thfejr 
y«achcfd HA R^ed iAf tHe evei^^. Ai ih6 b6undi$ of 
the liberties «h«» Adjfbr'ltftd cofrpbrartitfn Mi tlieih 
i«tth dn «xedld«t babd 6f ftd^i, «^nd at the ^n. 
ititlkc6 iflttf the £ity {ii^^it^irted tb« i?iy It^y^, vrindh! 
mre reititn^ vf¥^ d isomplWiihl, '* tkiH they 
W«»e al^dt in ieff good han^." Th^y Ki/eri 
<*ittiincfffi, adtidsf- it ^reHi c^cbui'te df ^o^leV 
risking iif hfiiUi Jkc. ib ihe amteiy, «iid sih^ 
dlM^ihf Ih^tfbAf «tf aie thd M«dd^^, io «d\ity Hi^ 
sl^ii^ti piptiHie^f ffi^ Maj^jiidi pAttHok df aii 
em^aniMent a4f Ihe dealif d. H the evening a g^- 
n«faitilh»b!}tfi(tfM t6ol: |>1i(ce. 
• Atf etevdtt d^clddL 6n ike iS/tti, th6 ttiayor and 
<m^(fif!imh df Ettf^f Atftetfd)^ ^ifl^ an ^dre^, 
«fl« ti'^d ^^ie(»{^ t^cmM. 1^h\a wm fblfoiM^edf 
by Hh iddi>«i#fn(>tt^ tfa«r' «Ter^y <^ ihe 6Me86, ti'hich 
oAtf #1tU tli» slwdP^ Mii^dn. THeH Wttiitalied at- 
UMiM e^m^ ^rvi6ddf the' c&ihedhil th'<^ following 
dH>irht4^; frbtri theitei^ ^efti to'th^ bi^Of^'d I>aMde; 
and afterwards appeared on the town Wal]l:s» by 
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which they gratified, ia a high degree, some 
hundreds of spectators. 

About nine in the momiog of the 17th, their 
[Majesties, and the Royal family and suite, went 
from Saltram, through Plymouth, to view the 
dock-yard. Their Majesties alighted at Commis- 
sioner Laforey's, where they took ^ome refresh* 
ment, and then proceeded in their barges on board 
Adm^rial ^ickertoa's ship, the Impregnable, of 
ninety guns. As they ascended the quarter-deck 
a. royal salute was fired, as well from her as from 
every other ship in the harbour and in the Sound. 
The King remained on board near an hour, per- 
fectly pleased ^ith the high order of the ship, apd 
his handsome reception by the admiral The 
Jloy^l Family then visited the sihips in the dock, 
particularly the Gibraltar, which had been fitted 
up for their accommodation. This fine two-decked 
i^hip* which had been taken by Lord Rodney in the 
presence of the Duke of Clarence, excited much 
astonishment. They next visited all the store-f 
houses in the yard, and every thing worthy atten- 
tion, which took them up till near three o'clock. 
An exceedipgly handsome putter w^s row^ by six 
young wonien, all habited in loose white gowns, 
with nankeen safeguards, and blacl^ bonnets, each 
wearing a sash across her shoulders of royal purple, 
with << liong live their Majesties," in gold. They 
kept with their Majesties' barge till i| returned t^ 
the shore, 
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. ^he Kin^ and attendanto went from Saltram otf 
board tiM» Sottthamptoti at nine, and were sainted 
by the forts and shipping, and at half past nine 
weighed anchor, and stood for the fleet, then olF 
Statten Heights. The Magnificent, of 74 guns, 
followed, and soon after the Lowestoffe: frigate. 
Upon approaching in full view, and the two com- 
manders observing the royal standard, a general 
salute took place. His Majesty was entertained by 
a fight, which continued upwards of three hours, 
when the .English were triumphant. After the 
Royal review, all the fleet saluted their Sovereign 
aigain. The King returned at five to Saltram, to 
diimer^ During his return by water a sloop over- 
sety and ten or twelve persons perished, flis Ma« 
jesty was^ much affected when he heard of the ac- 
cident, and sent to enquire if any persons were 
rendered widows or orphans, as he would provide 
for all such. 

On the 21st, the King, Queen, and Princesses 
din^ at Mount Edgecumbe, and their reception 
was in the highest style of elegance and magnifi- 
cence. Sixteen young females, dressed in white, 
strewed the path with roses, myrtles, carnations, 
and jessamines, and each of them, before the King 
ascended the steps, presented an elegant bouquet, 
which was mo9t graciously received. The noble 
Yiscount, after his Royal visitants had taken re- 
{i|[«eshinents, conducted them through the enchanting 
w|ilks jto Maker's Heights, where an astonishing 
view at once burst upon the isight. The King, 
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Oaees^ «Ad Printoeases behekl it irith ftptttfes. 
The dinner wes all tket soHiptiioosneinMid eleganeA 
united codd fnxidueei At the fiM taUe wert thd 
Ktn|^ ma Rdjral Family, atteilded bjr Ibe n^ife Tie* 
count, tte Yiscoant«89, (lAfely Misb Hdbari), and itii 
son. Attiiefeccmd table were the DididafRithBioiidi 
Earl Chatham^ Lord Oedtge Lenox, and a few t^ 
the Tiscovnt's partknhur friendtf. The Royal Fa-t 
mily staid fbr dofiee, and at nix left Modnt £d^ 
onmbe, ^pnte delighted with their day's entei1ain«- 
netit* At night the hoase wa* most brilliontiy 
illcHntnated* 

On the a7tH the Royal Family lef^ St&ltrani^ on 
their retnrn to WeymcMh, after a stay of twelve 
days, during wfaiek time they tieited every fthiay 
which Was worthy of eb&erration. Frevioiis to 
their departnve bis Majesty ord^ed tii# fell6wilig 
Slims to be distribated z*^* 
To the artificers, workmen, and labouitany 
of the dock-«yafd^ tictoalliiig 6ffice, and 

gun wharf 4 • * \ £i(B6^ 

Ti^the pdoff of Plymouth, Short^fltan, and 

Dtoeb . * ^ .*-..., ^ . 9m 
To the crews of his Ma^yV bwge, atld 
of the serenl bavges wiich attended on 
him daring Ms stay . ^ ^ . 4 900 

* The Kitig, Qaeen, awd PrmcesM» wmy^ at 
Exeter at thrise 0- cfleit^ i» th^ atfteAieoi^,* tftNirii 
they passed ih& mghH* They «« oot^frottl tfi«fi«tf 
at eight d^eloek the m%t iltcmriingf, atidl^tieurifed ttf 
Wey iioetfi at Im» io^ the «Acri«Mii^ 



Thft Royal Family Waited MittoH Abbey, Sep- 
tember the Ttb, aad wwe revived al th^ entrance 
.by Loiri Mikeii apd Miae fiamer* Gr^an baiee 
\»as sfsesiA from thct oanriage to the Keiauie, strewed 
ymik flowers. Afler taking 8«me refteidi»e»t, the 
Queen, the Prinefss Boya), Lady Courtoiui, and 
Mise Ilamer, go* into an ofeim eanriage^ drawn by 
aix grey ponies, moimtiog tlv*ee postiHions. The 
IV^BMSses Aij^\u;ta and Elizabeth, with the i^adie* 
^aldagiave, accompaniaji them in the same kkid 
e# vdueW. The King, Lord MiHen,. ai|d at-» 
teDdants, rode e» horseback. They went round 
the gMMsmde, and viewed the sj»rroonding' cemntry. 
VHe eompaay Mtunied aboot lbni»e^eki|6k tedkioer, 
whieh wee, semptttoue and elegsptt, and worthy of 
the Royal guests. Their Majesties and suite leA 
tke^ k>dge aboqt half past six, a^ arvived at Qfou- 
ceeiei^ Lodge at nipe^ well pteased with theip v^isik^ 
the* hospitaKty aiid> loyidty ef their* reception, and 
tlie* beauty' and elegance of the mansion, wiid^ eur^ 
roisnding' country. 

The Ring) Qaeen, and' three Princesses, attendfed 
1^ Lord €ourtou«, Lady- W^degray% Colonel 
GoIdew»rthy> S&c. leh Weyeaouth on the Mih» for 
the pnrppjie o# vieiting die Marquis of !l^<ll, at^ 
liongteat. The Royal* Family breakfasted'at Lord 
]^by*B, and ol»ngedi horses* at the Antelc^^ a# 
Sherborne ; alighted at Si^ Richard Hbare^l^ ae 
Sleurtoif^ and- walked a short titee on tho terrace, 
, to^ ¥10 w^ the beauties of that ddightM seat, fh^ 
amved^ at^ Longleat' about hdf past^ ftre in the 
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afternpoD, to dinner, and thousands of people^ of 
all descriptions, having assembled in the park to 
have a sight of their Majesties, testified their joy 
with loud accliamations, uniting all in the chorus of 
"God saviB the King." Mr. Phillot, of the Bear 
Inn, Bath, assisted in the preparation for their 
Majesties' entertainment. A general illumination 
at Warminster took place that evening, when the 
principal Inn, (the Marquis's Arms), and the Angel 
Inn, made a brilliant appearance. The next day 
their Majesties, appeared on the terrace, and also 
rode round the park in an open chaise, in order to 
indulge the curiosity of the people. Numbers .<^ 
well-dressed persons were also admitted to theBoyal 
presence, in the apartments of <he marquis's noble 
Viansion. 

At eleven o'clock in the morning of the 16tb,. 
their Majesties, the Princess Royal, Princesses Au- 
gusta and Elizabeth, left Longleat, and arrivied at 
Tottenham Park, in Wilts, (the seat of Lord 
Aylesbury), at four in the afternoon, where they 
staid two days, and retticlied to Windsor on the 
IStfa, after an absence of twelve weeks. 'Th«t 
King, as-soon as he got out of his carriage, re-» 
ceived the dutiful affections of the three youngest 
iPrini^sses. Their arrival was announced by the 
ringing of bells, and at night both Windsor and 
Eton were illuminated. 

Dming the absence of their Majesties his 
Boyal Highness the Duke of York had been 
attacked with -a violent indisposftion, which ter* 
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ttkinated in the measles. The Prince oi Wales 
had also encountered an alarming^ accident in 
coming to town from Wehtworth Itouse (York.) 
Abant two miles on the other side of Newark, a 
cart crossing the road struck the axle of the 
I'rince's coach, and overturned it. It was on the 
verge of a ^ope, and the cari'fage fell a consi-> 
derable way, turned o^er ti^ice, and was shivered 
to pieces. Tb^re were in the' coach with bis Royal 
Highness^ Lord Clermont, Colonel St. l^ger^ and 
Cdlotiel Lake. Two of the Prince's servants Were 
on the box. The Prince suffered "only a slight 
contusion in the shoulder, and his wrist was sprain^ 
ed. His Royal Highness was undermost in the 
first fall) and by the next roll of the carriage was 
brought uppermbst, when^ with great presence of 
mmd, he disengaged himself^ and was the first to 
rescue his fellow-travellers^ Lord Olermont was 
the most hurt t he was so much wounded in the 
facejand severely bruised that he was obliged to 
jremain at Newark. The other gentlemen sustained 
no great injury. The accident happened at ten 
o^ clock at night, but it was a clear moon-light. It 
was his Royal Highnesses own travelling coach, 
with hired horses and postillions^ and the mischance 
Was occasioned by the carelestiness of the postillions, 
who drove, to clear the cart, with too much preci-^ 
pitation. Colonel Lake's post<^chaise being close 
behind, the Prince and Lord Clermont went for^ 
ward in it to Newark* where his Royal Highness 
slept, and proceeded to London tfte next morning. 

2a 
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The King held the first levee sioce his indispo^ 
sition on the 23d. His Majesty was received at 
the garden gate, St« James's, by Lord Barton, 
and coqducted to his closet, where he was waited 
on by his Royal Highness the Duke of Clarence. 

Their Majesties went to Covent Garden Theatre 
on the 18th of November, and the presence of the 
King, (for the first tifine since his illness) with the 
Queen, and the three eldest Princesses, caused an 
overflow in every part of the house. All the ave- 
nues to the theatre were crowded early in the 
afternoon. The comedy of the " Dramatist" was 
performed; and Miss Brunton at the conclu- 
sion of the play, delivered the following apposite 
lines in character : 

^' Ah Floriville ! if you would behold pure unsullied 
. love, never travel oat of this country. Depend on^t 
No foreign climes such high examples prove 
Of wedded pleasure— of couDubial love ; 
Long in this isle domestic joys have grown, 
NursM in the cottage — cherished on the Throne !^ 

On the 16th of December their Majesties and 
the Princesses went to Old Drury Theatre. At 
their entrance a superb scene was displayed, with 
appropriate decorations, and several vocal perfor- 
mers sung, as usual, ^^ God save the King"^ which 
was chorus8e4» and repeatedly encored, by the 
audience. Though the company at this theatre 
were properly styled " his Majesty's servants,'* 
yet, as the chief proprietor, R. B. Sheridan, Esq. 
was generally an opponent to his Majesty's mini- 
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sterSy it never had so many royal yisits^ publickly, 
as the rival theatre. 
' After the death of Mr. Lightfoot, who was for 
some years a Fellow of the Royal Society, and one 
of the original Fellows of the Linneean Society, 
and who in the course of his botanical studies had 
collected an excellent British herbarium, and had 
also amassed from Sir Joseph Banks and other 
friends a number of exotic plants, his Majesty 
purchased the whole for 100 guineas us a present 
to the Queen, the price having been fixed by an 
intelligent friend of the deceased. These were 
deposited at the Queen's lodge, Windsor ; and the 
specimens, which had been generally gathered 
wild, were, after a while, discovered to be much 
infested with insects. The Queen having a genuine 
and ardent taste for the study of botany, requested 
the advice and assistance of a gentleman well versed 
in the subject, and who, being consequently a con- 
stant visitor at the Queen's, gave a regular course of 
conversations rather than lectures, on botany and 
zoology, which her Majesty and. the Princesses 
Augusta and Elizabeth honoured with their diligent 
attention; the Queen regularly taking notes of 
every lecture, which she read over aloud at its 
conclusioni to prevent any mistake. The plan of 
this excellent mother, on which she had often been 
heard to descant, was, in the education of her 
royal oflspring, to open as many resources to them' 
as possible, in a variety of studies and pursuits ; 
out of which they might subsequently mak^ their 
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own choice, and tbas be' independent of circum^ 
stances for occupation and amusemen^. This her* 
barium was not consigned to useless repose : it was 
allowed to be consulted frequently, on the subject 
of Scottish willows, and other useful matters, and 
the Bishop of Carlisle was permitted to make all 
requisite use of it for the completion of his valua* 
ble paper on British Caricest printed in tlv3 second 
vdume of the Linneean Society's Transactions. 

During his Majesty's indisposition a gold ewer 
and bason, enriched with gems and exquisite wark«^ 
manship, were missing. The King^ after his re- 
covery, was greatly disconcerted, and suspected 
them to have been stolen by a favourite domestic* 
Some m<niths having elapsed these precious articles 
were accidentally discovered concealed behind a 
quantity of books in the Kill's own study. His 
Majesty had totally forgotten (as he confessed to 
his Royal consort) having placed them there. As 
the King, during health, was always remarkable 
for a retentive memory, this sufficiently proves the 
delirious inalady nnder which his Majesty then 
laboured. 

The King frequently took solitary "wbU^b about 
Windsfor and its vicinity. Having puce entered 
a long lane opposite the fields which serve as a 
short cut to Eton Bri4ge, his Majesty saw some 
people in a yard, and entered it to enquire what 
place it was. It had been previously a sts^ble- 
yard, but the stable was now converted into a 
theatre ! The manager was soon apprised ^ the 



Kui^g'a appronqh, and natqrally e^fpecting a royal 
coininand^ and a consequent overflow^ made bis 
fir^ fi^earqnce bofpre th^ Kiogt when he delirered 
liis 0CQf)imnal address — ** Please your Majesty ^hii^ 
,M the Theatre Royal, Windsor!" « Theatre! 
exclaimed the Kiqg-r*' a bam— ^barn— barn/* and 
wall^ing hastily out, abruptly left the poor mana- 
ger (Berkley Baker) *♦ bound in with saucy fears 
apd donbtsi," This incident pccadoned ^some ap- 
plipations for a patent for a theatre ; which was 
afterwards grapted op cpndition that the perform- 
ances should take placp only during the vacatiopy 
at Eton College. 

His Majesty, soon after his recovery, sent his 
annual donation of lOpQZ* for the poor of the City 
to the Chamberlain's office ; a circumstance which 
was not generally known at this time« 
. About the close of the year his Majesty expe-* 
rienced a narrow escape from being overturned in 
his carriage in Cplnbrook river, which separates 
Iver and Uxbridge Moor: when returning from 
hunting, the two leaders fell into a hole, but 
were immediately ei^tricated by the agility of the 
pojstillipo. 

There was no court either at Windsor or St; 
James's, as usual, on New Year's day^^ 1790, 
consequently the Laureat's Ode was omitted. The 
mon-performance of th^ pustomary ode occasioned 
moch surprise ; bat it was certainly owing to the 
iudi^posltion of the Eev^ T. Warton. 
The Queen's bir(h?day was kept according to 
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precedent, on the 18th, and the court was nn« 
commonly splendid. 

As his Majesty was going in state to the Hoose 
of Peers on the 21st, on passing the corner oppo** 
site Carlton House, St. James's Park, a stone was 
thrown at the royal coach, by a tall man dressed in 
a scarlet coat, black breeches, and a cocked hat, 
with an orange coloured cockade. He was imme- 
diately apprehended and taken to Mr. Grenville's 
office in the Treasury, where he underwent an 
examination by the Attorney-General and Sir 
Sampson Wright, before Mr. Pitt, Mr. Grenville, 
the Duke of Leeds, Earl of Chatham, &c. which 
lasted four hours, when he was committed to pri- 
son for farther examination. ' It appeared that 
about a fortnight before, he had written a libel 
against his Majesty, and stuck it on the whalebone 
in the Court-yard, St. Jameses, which he had 
signed ** John Frith, lieutenant of the 2d battalion 
of Royals.'* After several examinations he was 
committed to Newgate for trial, on a charge of 
high treason ; a bill of indictment was found by the 
Grand Jury, but as it was proved by the affidavits 
of a physician and a surgeon that he was insanCj^ 
after a confinement of some months he was libe-; 
rated,^ on bail being given for the security of hi^ 
person. 

Their Majesties and the Princesses had removed 
from Windsor to reside during the winter at the 
Queen's Palace. His Royal Htghness/Prince Ed- 
ward arrived suddenly at - Ncrot's hoteh in Kingn 
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JStreet, Si* James's. As soon as the Prince of 
Wales wns a{^rized of his arrival, he went to the 
hotel, and returned with his brother to Carlton 
House : they afterwards paid a visit to theif Royal 
brother at York House. The arrival of the Prince 
in England was totally unexpected ; and as per- 
mission was not given for this visit, his Royal 
Highness was immediately ordered to join his re- 
giment at Gibraltar, for which place he set out on 
the 29th, and having arrived at Portsmouth, Fe- 
bruary the 2d, embarked at Spithead, on board 
the Southampton frigate. 

Early this year Lord Barrymore gave a masked 
ball and supper at Wargrave, which was. attended 
by the Prince of Wales, who wore a bl^ck domino. 
A few days after his Royal Highness gi^ve a most 
splendid ball to about two hundred of the nobility 
of both sexes at Carlton House. This fete ^a^ 
rather a private entertainment than a grand gala, 
given principally in honour of the Princess Gallit- 
zin, who had expressed a strong desire to see the 
English country dances. Sideboards, abounding 
with every delicacy of the season, supplied the ce- 
reniony of regular suppers. The appendages were 
a faro-table, &c. Captain Payne won about one 
thousand gijineas; another about two thousand, 
&c. Most of the distinguished foreigners were 
present. 

Another' maniac, Edward Derick, went to St. 
James's in the evening of the 10th, and^ desired 
t|ie marshalmen to introduce him to his Majesty : 
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he was of course informed that his tequest cotitcl 
net be complied with. He then said he had lette)^ 
of the utmost importance fot the Queen^ and must 
be admitted. His behaviour was so riotous that 
he was taken into custod;^, and committed to 
TothilUfields Bridewell, tie Was about twenty- 
four years of age, and of mean ap{>eai^nce. 

It is remarkable that her Majesty's birth-day was 
observed this year at Dublin Castle oti the fourth 
of March. The 'ladies' dresses were superb aud 
elegant, all of Irisli manufacture. Her Excellency 
the Lady Lieutenant had a po|]4in, white ground, 
with gold spots andstripei^ ; the trimming, crimBon 
silk, with tassels mixed with gold, the edges 6ttia ^ 
mented with gold spangled fringe. This was 
wisely intended by the Earl of Westmoreland (wh6 
had been at this time lord lieutenant of Ireland 
about four months) to encourage th^ poor of that 
country. 

His Majesty^s birth-day was kept at St. James% 
as usual. The Ode on this occasion had been 
written by the tleverend T. Wartdn, who died at 
Oxford the preceding month, (May 21), and was 
intended for Ifbe new year, immediately subsequent 
lo his Majesty's excursion to Cheltenham ; but as 
there was no court then, the intended Ode was laid 
by, and used on the present occasion, with a few 
alterations in the last stanza. Henry James Pye^ 
Esq. succeeded as poet laureat. 

His Royal Highness Henry Frederick, Buke of 
Cumberland^ his Majesty's brother, died at Cum- 

"13 
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berland Honse, Pall-MaU, after a long illfiiefiis, 
about five o^clock in the morniag* of September th^ 
18th. After having lain in the usual state in the 
J^eruaal^m chamber^ the remains were interred with 
Royal ptwnp in Westuainster Abbey on the 28th. 
The theatres were closed about a fortnight. ' 

A cha^pter of tb^ most noble order of the Gartex 
nras held after the levee on the ]4th of December, 
at which were present the ]&ing, Prince of Wale$, 
Dukes ^ York and Gloucester, axtd Marquis of 
Staffocd, wheu his Serene Jljghness the Duke of 
Saxe^Grotha, bis Grace the Duke of Leeds, and 
the Earl of Chatham, were chosen to fill up i>be 
vacaiipjt «talls« The Duke of Leeds and Earl of 
Chatham were severally introduced, aud, after 
b^ing knighted^ were jlave^ted with the blue rib- 
band, with the iisual ceremonies. 

His Royal JEI^ighjoesis William Qenry, Jivke pf 
CJIarence, was promot<ed to the rank of rear-ad- 
miral of the blue. 

The Poet Laureat, Mr. Pye, provided an Ode 
for the new year, 1791^ and the day was accord* 
^gly kept. 

In bouour of the Queen's birth-day, there was a 
most brilliant drawing-room at St. James's, Ja- 
nuary the 18th. A journal of the day observed — 
*^ All party distinction qeased, and an union of sen- 
timent seemed to prevail in paying respect to a 
Sovereign whose conduct bas endeared her to 
every subject, and whose amiable disposition, con* 
jugal affection, aiid maternal tenderness, stand as 

2r 
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models of perfection in the eyes of surrounding^ 
empires/* It must be confessed that at this time 
her Majesty was at the height of her popularity. 

The Duke of Clarence gave a very splendid 
dinner on this occasion to the Prince of Wales, and 
several of his particular friends. The decorations 
of the table were very handsome, and appropriate 
to his Royal Highness's profession. A stand of 
emblematical devices adorned it lengthways; at 
one end was represented a sailor sitting on a cask, 
and at the other the head of a man of war, witld 
an officer holding a flag, on which was written — 
The Charlotte. 

The Duke of Leeds also gave a grand dinner 
to all the foreign ministers, and his Grace^s table 
was decorated with a profusion of ornaments. At 
the top of a temple, dedicated to Friendship, was 
a medallion of the Queen, with a crown and a cap 
of Liberty— the inscriptions were — " May this day 
be happy'' and *^ Long live the Queen." 

At the instance of the Prince of Wales, Mr. 
Walter, the proprietor of a newspaper, who had 
been prosecuted by the Duke of York for a libel, 
and having been found guilty, was sentenced to 
two years imprisonment, with fines and securities^ 
received his Majesty's pardon, and wias liberated, 
March the 9th, after a confinement in Newgate of 
near sixteen months. 

The Princess Mary and Prince William of Glou- 
cester appeared at court for the first time on the 
celebration of^hls Majesty's birth-day. At the 
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ball minuets were danced by the Prince of Wales 
iB^ith the Princess Royal and Princess Augusta; 
the Duke of Clarence with his two next sisters^ 
Princesses Elizabeth and Mary ; and Prince Wil- 
liam of Gloucester with his sist^er Princess Sophia 
and Lady C. Spencer. There were only two coun- 
try dances. The Princesses Sophia and Amelia 
sat in state at the Queen's apartments to receive 
the compliments of the nobility, gentry, &c. 

His Royal Highness Prince Edward left Gibral- 
tar for America, August the 8th ; his retinue when 
he sailed was more domestic than princely; a 
French female, his own man, and a Swiss valet, 
composed his whole suite* 

There was a grand gala at Windsor on the birth- 
day of the Prince of Wales, a ball and supper 
having been given by the Queen. More than 300 
persons of the first rank were present. The ball 
commenced as soon as their Majesties were seated 
and continued till twelve o'clock, when the Koyal 
Family and the company adjourned to St. George's 
Hall, to partake of an elegant entertainment. 
The Royal Family supped at a throne erected at 
the upper end of the hall, and the company at 
two tables 60 feet long, which were decorated in 
a beautiful manner. In the middle of one was a 
pedestal with a coluom, round which were entwin- 
ed roses and branches of flowers. At the top was 
a flag, and under it was figured a resplendent glory^ 
encircled with the order of the Garter, and the 
portrait oC the Prince of Wales in the middle, with 
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his Royal Highnesses cr^st and feathers. On the 
angles of the pedestal were musical figures^ and 
the whole was turned round by clock-work. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of York was this 
year married to the eldest daughter of the King 
of Prussia. The marriage ceremony was cele- 
brated at Berlinfi September the 29th, with the 
greatest magnificence. Their Royal Highnesses left 
Berlin, October the Htb, and on the 19th of Nov. 
.arrived at York House. They were met by the 
Prince of Wales, who had been waiting for then! 
about twenty minutes: his Royal Highness re- 
ceived the Duchess in the great hall, and taking 
her by the hand saluted his royal sister, and con- 
gratulated her on her arrival in the German lan- 
guage, which the Prince spoke with great fluency. 
The Duchess was somewhat indisposed, and after 
seeing the Prince of Wales and the Duke of Cla- 
rence, by the advice of Dr. Warren, retired to 
resrt. The Duke of Clarence carried the agree- 
able intelligence to their Majesties at Buckingham 
House, and at nine o'clock the Duke of York was 
presented to their Majesties. 

The following day the Duchess was inirited to 
dinner by the Queen and the Prince of Wales, who 
Visited York House for the purpose, handed her to 
his carriage, the Dukes of York and Clarence fol- 
iowlng. Upon the arrival of the royal party at 
Buckingham' House, the Duchess of York was 
conducted by the Prince of Wales on her right 
hand, and the Duke on her left^ into the grand 



drawing-room, wliere were tbe King^i Queen, and 
six Princesses. The Royal party immediately rosey 
and the Ducbess advancing a few steps into t)i« 
roorafy dropped upon her knees. The King and 
Queen affectionately raised her up aorrounded by 
the Princesses. At five the whole party dined to^ 
gether. 

The foUowitig evening, Nov. 22, their Majesties, 
accompanied by the Princess Royal and Princess 
Augusta in tme coach, and the Princesses Ehza^ 
beth, Mary, Sophia, and Ame^, attended by Lo/df 
Charlotte Finch in another, paid a visit to York 
House, where they were received by their Royal 
Highnesses theDiike and IJIuchcss of York, Prince 
of Wales and Duke of Clarence, attended by the 
Duke of York'^s household officers. After recipro^ 
cal salutations in the great liall, the Royal party 
were led to the lower apartment fronting tbe Park^ 
where tea, coffee, and other refreshments were 
prepared. At a quarter after ten their Majesties 
atnd the Princesses returned to the Queen*s House. 

The ceremony of the re-marriage, according tn 
the Royal Marriage Act, 1^ Oeo. III. took place 
Nov. the 23d, at the Queen's House. At seven 
o'clock in the evening tiie Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Bishop of Lon- 
don, came to the Queen's House. At balf^ past 
eight o'clock the Prince of Wales, the Duke and 
Duchess of York, and the Duke of Clarence, were 
^onducted^ to her Majesty's drawing-room. At 
half past nine the ceremony was performed by the 
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Archbishop of Canterbury, aasifted by the Bishop 
of London, his Majesty standing at one end of the 
altar, and her Majesty at the other extremity : the 
Duke and Duchess of York in the centre; the 
. Arclibishop opposite to thenii and the Lord Chan- 
cellor standing behind him : the Prince of Wales, 
next to the Duchess of York, and the Duke of 
Clarence next to the royal bridegroom. 

On the 24th of November her Majesty held an 
extra drawing-room at St. James's, for the purpose 
of publicly receiving the Duchess of York. At 
three o'clock her Royal Highness went to St. 
James's in her state coach, accompanied by the 
Duke of York, and attended by Lady Ann Fitz- 
roy : the coach was escorted by a party of life- 
guards. Upon her Royal Highn^ss's arrival she 
went first to her Majesty's apartments, who was 
ready to receive her. After paying her respects 
to the Queen, her Royal Highness returned through 
the grand chamber, and went into the drawing- 
room, where she affectionately addressed his Ma- 
jesty, and then satisfied the curiosity of the company 
present by gracefully exhibiting her person for 
about half an hour. Her Royal Higbness's dress 
was exceedingly becoming: it was chiefly com- 
posed of white tissue, spotted very richly with 
silver, and trimmed with broad silver fringes. The 
Duchess had in a bandeau of brilliants three dia- 
mond pins set to resemble stars, which were pre- 
sented to her Royal Highness by the King : she 
also wore diamond ear-rings, which his Majesty 
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gfave her, and a necklace, which was a present 
from the Queen. The whole of the Royal family, 
except the Royal bride and bridegroom, wore ele<p 
g'iaint silver favours. Princess Sophia appeared on 
this occasion, for the first time, in thedrawing- 
room* 

Some doubts having been entertained with respect 
to the precise rank of the Duchess of York, whether 
it was to take place after the Princess Royal or 
the Princesses of England, the question was sub- 
mitted to the Herald's Office, and it was decided 
that rank dates from birth and not from marriage, 
and that the Princesses of England all take prece- 
dience of the Princess of Prussia. 

Their Majesties, the Prince of Wales, the 
Princess Royal, the Duke and Duchess of York, 
the Duke of plarence, and the Princesses E]i« 
zabeth and Augusta, went to Co vent Garden 
Theatre, December the 28th, to see the comic 
opera of th* " Duenna," and the pantomime of 
•' Blue Beard." The Prince of Wales, the Duke 
of Clarence, and Duke and Duchess of York, en* 
tered the theatre first, and took their seats in the 
Prince of Wales's box, under an elegant blue satin 
canopy, richly embroidered with silver, and lined 
with white silk : after them came in the King and 
Queen, followed by the Princess Royal and her two 
fiisters. Prince William of Gloucester sat in the 
next box to that destined for the Prince of Wales 
and his illustrious company. The King was dressed 
in a dark coloured suit. The Queen in a rich gold 
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brocade, the ground soarlet; aod m profunaa of 
diamonds. The DocbeM of Yoik was raost; wtf^Mf 
habited in a gold tisMie traia veat «»d 8leev«s» mth 
a brilliant bouquet aud stomacher of diano^da : 
as soon as the Royal Family were seated *^ God 
save the King," was sung by the principal vocal 
perfbrmers ; and wheu tbe pantomiiBe was over it 
WW sQi^ twice auiidst incesBMit plaudito. 

It sheald be observed that the Kiag of Prussia 
gave bis daughter (the .Duchess ai Yotk) 109,000 
erowos, to vevert, in case of her death without isMet 
to tiie King : bis Royal HIg bwss settiLed eu tbe 
Princess 4Q0fd. a year« aad the iiitQrest of SOCtO/. 
for pin-money ; and his Britaonio Majes^ granted 
a counter-portion of 100,000 cvowjis to h^ Royal 
Highness, and •engaged to eecwe to ber iujcase isf 
the uohappy event of a separation 8000^ a*year 
for her jaintffre, woitha resideooe and s«itoble testa^ 
blisbment* 

The Royal party we^ to the Opera House, 
Hayma^ket, JaauSdry the 4th, i792, to watnessthe 
fourth representation of '^ Cymon." SoffiOrserioos 
accidents were toccasioned by the impetuosity of 
an excessive crowd. A persoa ef 1^ oame *of 
Smith was tsedden to dmib, aad ^cibtm severdy 
bcuised* 

Tbe drawing-«oom on the edebration of the 
Queen's birth-i^ this 'year was vei^y oplenditfy 
attended* The Queen iSpefee to^abnosttevory peri- 
son known to. her iMajesliy. Jk» this was tbe first 
appearanoe of &e IS^udhessof ¥^srk atiCGmit oft^ 
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birtfanday ber, Raya] Highness wsA most magnifi- 
.gently dresBedi and her jewtellery supposed to be 
the finest ^^eltection in Europe. When her Royal 
Highness had set ont frooi York House^ she ivas 
fitted by marrow-bones and cleavers : it was with 
difficulty her attendants could convince her High- 
isi^ss that such noise was intended as a compliment; 
but when explained she courteously bowed to the 
crowd, wli69e aoolammtions rent the air. 

At the ball, while the Prince of Wales was talk- 
ing to the King, he felt a pull at his sword, and 
on lookiBg round perceived the diamond guard of 
bis sw^rd was broken off, and suspended only by 
a sm9Si piece oS wire, wbicb, from its elasticity, 
did not break. The' diamonds thus attempted to 
be at^den w&pe worth 3000Z«^ and the person who 
W.S supposed to have made this impudent essay, 
had the appearance of a aian of fashion. 

Ekrl Fauconberg, whose elegant lodge their 
Majesties had visited, was now appointed Master 
of the Horse to the Queen : the Earlof Aylesbury^ 
Treasurer of her Majesty*s Household, and the 
£arl of Morton, Chamberlain. 

The Queen s dress, on the King's birth-day this 
year, was efttimated at not less than 100,0002. and 
great tairte was displayed in the arrangemtent of the 
whole. 

At four o'clock in the morning of Aiigust the 
8th, iheir Majesties, wi<ii all the Princesses, left 
Windsor to see the reriew at BagAot : as soon 
as they readhed iheir tent they were joined by the 
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Prince of Wales, Dukes of York and Gioucester, 
Prince William and Princess Sophia of Gloucester. 
At nine the manceuvres be^n : they were varioas, 
and the contest of the two parties was as g^reat as 
in real action. The numbers who attended were 
incredible. The sutlers reaped a plentiful harvest ; 
for a single mntton-chop, a cucnmberi and a piat 
of bad wine, they very modestly charged eig^hteen 
shillings ! and for tea or coffee, with two thin slices 
of bread and butter five shillings \ 

The Royal Family soon after went to Wey- 
mouth ; and in the beginning of September they 
rode out to Dorchester and surveyed the new coun«- 
ty gaol. Here a farmer, Mr. Fitfield, who had 
been confined seven years' for a debt incurred 
by a lawyers' bill (220/.) on his knees presented a 
petition, stating the particulars to his Majesty. 
The Ring" was graciously pleased to pay the 
money, and the man was immediately liberated. 

The Prince of Wales's creditors not having 
been yet satisfied, his Royal Highness resolved on 
a retrenchment of his expences. On the 29th of 
November it was announced in form to the pages 
and servants, who were ordered to attend at one 
o'clock. They were informed by Colonel Hulse 
that a retrenchment in the expences of his Royal 
Highness's household being a measure decided 
upon, it was necessary, though a painful office, 
to inform them that their serviqes would be dis* 
pensed with after the expiration of the present 
quarter — that all arrears would be paid up to the 
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d^y of discharge, aad a small pen$idn allowed as 
a comptof^ation for the loss of employment. The 
Colonel added, that he had his Royal Highne£»'0 
^'commands to assure them of his reluctance to 
dismiss thelD, wfaieh c6uld only be exceeded by the 
pleasure he should feel to i-einstate them, whenever 
he should be justified in resuming the splendour of 
his situation. ^ i 

Her Majesty gave a ball and supper at Windsor 
on tile 10th of January, 1793^ in a very superb 
and foagnificent style. The country^dancei^ were 
all to Highland tunesy and their Majesties were 
gratified with a set of Scotch reels, which entirely, 
dissipated that heavy dulness to which the stately 
ball*room had hitherto been subjects 

The grand Gtila at courts oti the celebriBKtioa of 
the Queen's birth-day ^ this year, was remarkably/ 
brilliant. All the Royal Family in the kingdom 
(except the Prince of Wales and Frince$^ Amelia,) 
were present at the drawing-room, with an im* 
meiise crowd of nobility, foreign minister^ &c. 
The ball at night was opened by the Duke of York, 
and the minuets were succeeded by two Scotch 
dances, 

r A Treasury board was held at Carlton House at 
pHie' o^clock on the 21st, when the reduction of the 
Prince of Wales*s establishment took place j and 
which was' probably the reason of his Royal High* 
Hess's not being at court on the Queen'si birth-day « 
The domestics discharged were paid their arrears 
up to the preceding quarter, and established cm a 
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pwsioii of half their salary doring tiieir tfisraiMal, 
Hb Royal H^hnesa waa aoon altar made Gokmel 
in the army (his cdmmisaion bearing date Not. 29^ 
1792) and ColoDel Commandant of ih6 10th «r 
Prince of Wales's own regiment of Lig^JEka- 
g^oona* 

As militanr operationa were now deemed iadia* 
pensible, id consequence of the overthrow of 
monafGhy in France^ the King, attended by the 
Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, and several 
general and other officers, came down the HaH^ 
from Buckingham Hoase to witness the departure 
of three battalions of guards, destined for fereign 
iservice, who were drawn up on the Parade before 
the Horse-guards. Hi9 Majesty was mowited cm 
a beautiful white eharger, and wore » general's 
imiform. After his Majesty had beenhaboothalf 
an hour on the parade,, the battalions passed him 
by companies, moving to slow time, the officers 
saluting as they passed. They then went off by 
Storey^s Gate, and toot the road .to Oreeiiwieii. 
The march was hoitoured with the presence of the 
Queen and the three eldest Princesses. Tlie Duke 
of Clarence also came in a coach and six* Bisf 
Majesty, with his suite, fell in with the rear of the 
battalions^r and accompanied them to Greenwich^ 
the place of their embarkation* 

Uisr Royal Highness the Duke of York was pro- 
moted to Ihe rank of General in the army, and 
took an active part in the military operations. 

The P^ce of Wales appeared in public on his 
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elder Frinceos^Sy the Prince of Wales, and thfoc 
I>iike df Clarence, entered the ball-room alMut 
nine o^dock, wbieb wa» alt that hour very mocb 
crowded* 

On the 13th of September, at night, his Boyafr 
Highness Prince Adolphus arrived incog, at the 
Hanoverian Office, Bury Street, from the Brititdt' 
camp before Dunkirk. Hi& RoyaV Highness »Iept 
at Mr. Best's, in Thatchet Court, and next morn^ 
ing set offto see bis Royal Parents at Kevr Palace. 
He came up vritb his behnet, on through which he 
was cut ; . one of bis eyes was hurt by a blow which 
he received in the engagement : hi» coat also bore 
the marks of a sabre. Her Majesty's maternal 
feelings were now put to a severe test ; and indeed 
the Princesses were equally alarmed for the safety 
of their royal brothers. The King and Queen, par** 
took of very little pleasure at this time. Tbe' 
0achess of York, during the absence of the Duke, 
passed many tedious hours of anxiety. 

Another circumstance tended to perplex tho 
mind of his Majesty at this juncture. His Royal 
Highness Prince Augustus, white at Rome, met 
with the two daughters of the governor of the 
Rabama islands, who had accompanied titeir 
mother. Lady Dnnmore, to Italy, where they re- 
sided for a short time. His Royal Highness courted 
this agreeable society, and the consequence was that 
a mutual attachment took place between tfa^ Prince 
and Lady Augusta Murray, and they wer^ mar- 
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ried. Lady Murray became pregnant and returaedl 
to England. His Royal Uighnesw did the same^ 
and at the instance of the lady and her friends a 
second marriage took place. The parties were re^ 
gularly asked in the church of St. George, Hano* 
ver Square, in the months of NQvember and 
December : they were again united according ta 
the ceremonies of the church of England, under 
the names of Augustus Frederick and Augusta 
Murray^ As soon as the circumstances came to 
his Majesty's knowledge, the King instituted a 
suit of nullity in his own name, in the Arches* 
Court of Canterbury, to set aside the validity of 
this marriage, on the ground of an act of parliament 
passed early in the present reign, and which has^ 
been already noticed. 

Early in February, 1794 Mr. Heseltine the 
King's proctor, served a citation on Lady Mur- 
ray, to answer the charges of the suit. The Privy 
C9uncil were occupied two days in the investiga^ 
tion of the circumstances attending this marriage, 
and the persons examined were — Lady Dunmore, 
Lady E. Murray, a coal-merchant and his wife, 
who lived in South Moulton Street, where the 
lodgings were taken to complete the residence of 
one month in the parish of St. George, Hanover 
Square, the clergyman who married the parties, 
and a gentleman of Twickenham. Lady A. Mur-« 
ray was brought to bed of a son on the 13th of 
February. 

This case was finally determined in the Archesr^ 
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.Oourty Doctors' Commons/ in the cotirse of iabout 
four months, and the following judgment delivered 
by Sir William Wynne, — that the marriage of 
Prince Augustus Frederick, and Lady Augusta 
]\Curray, in the parish churcK of St. George, Hano- 
ver Square, w^s utterly null and void ; also that a 
former marriage, pretended to be had at Rome, 
livas, by the law of this country, invalid and ille* 

gal- 

At eight o'clock at night, on the 7th, the Duke 

of York arrived at Whitehall from the Continent. 

His Royal Highness came in the Vestal frigate, 

iMrhich conveyed the Prince Adolphus to Ostend, 

and landed at Ram^gate, after a short passage of 

14 hours. His Royal Highness was accompanied 

-Iby Colonel Hewgill of the Guards, and Captain 

Crawford, his Royal Highnesses aides-du-camp. 

The Duke of York immediately set oflf for Oat- 

laods, where his Duchess was. 

A fire broke out in a room adjoining the laun- 

jdry at Oatlands, which burnt with great fury for 

nearly, an hour and .a half, when it communicated 

to the grand armory, where arms. to the amount 

of near 2Q(K)L were totally d^troyed, and but for 

the activity of the neighbouring inhabitants the 

whole had been levelled with the ground. The 

damage was estimated at about 3000/. The 

Duchess of York was at Oatlands at the time, and 

beheld the dreadful conflagration from her sleeping 

apartment, situated in the centre of the mansion, 

and to which the flames were prevented from com- 
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.iBumicaAing by inrtantly hewing down a gate-way, 
o^er wliich the wing joined to thehonse. His 
Majesty risited her Royal Highness soon after, 
and gave the necessary orders for daarii^ the 
rains, and rebuitding the ilring Kfhick had been de- 
stroyed. 

As soon as the aocount arrired of Lord Howe^a 
great naval victoiy, his Royal Highness the Bake 
of Clarence immediately went to Covent Garden 
Theatre, where he privately eoosnutticated the 
joyful intelligence to the manager, in order to 
be announced to the hoose, which was done by 
Mr. Indedon. The muRC{>layed ^ God save the 
King,'* and ^ Rule Britannia," fv^ich were loudly 
esicored. 

Though the trao^illity of many places kt Eng- 
land were 'disturbed by the divbions whidh now 
took place between the parties styled Afutoerats 
and Democrats, yet the theatres in London, as 
well as the court at St. James's on the birth-days, 
evinced as much loyalty as usual. 

The Royal Family we»t to Poitsmouth on the 
t6th of June, to visit the fleet. His Majesty was 
received by the ge^mtnw and Lord Howe, and con* 
dncted to the Doc5k«'yard, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Spithead with the Royal Family. Lord 
Howe's flag wasnhifted to a frigate, nod the Royal 
standard hoisted on board the Queen Charlotte, 
where the Royal Family remained till six o'clock. 
The Lords of the Admiralty hoisted their flags on 
bo^rd the Queen, Admiral Gardner's flag being 
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removed on the occasion. The whole garrison wi^s 
under arms, and the concourse of people was iip. 
mense. The King carried, with hi^ own band, 
a valuable diamond-hilted sword from the comr 
missioner's house to the boat ; and presented it to 
Earl Howe, on board the Queen Charlotte, as 41 
mark of his satisfaction and enl4re approbation) qf 
his conduct. His Majesty also presefotedaMgold 
chain to Admiral Sir Alexander Hood and B^w- 
Admiral Gardner ; the like honour was cpnferred w 
LQrd Howe's first captain. Sir Roger Curtis.. Th^ 
wounded admiralsy Bowyer and Pasley, who <oftMl 
not consequently attend, were distinguished iKijtk 
similar Marks of his Majesty's favour. The Royal 
Family in the evening, on their return from Spitr 
beady rowed up the harbour to view the si^Freme]^ * 
prizes which were at moorings there. 

The next day his Majesty gave audjeuce to tl}^ 
officers of Lord Howe, and afterwards ipidiscrimpr ^ 
nately to all. other naval and military pffieers^ 
some marks of distinction were conferred. *Oql 
the levee being ended, the Royal Family returned 
to the Commissioner's house in the dock-yard to 
dinner, and in the evening proceeded up the river 
to take another view of the French prizes. Thie 
town was brilliantly illuminated in the evening. 

On iJie 28th the Royal Family attended the 
launching of the Prince of Wale^f a fine second 
rate, of 98 guns. Four flags were flying on board 
her during this ceremony, the Royal Standard* 
the Admiralty flag, Sir Peter Parker's white flag _ 

2 T 
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t» Port Admirali and the Union flag. The bands 
of music continued playing in the yard, and on 
iKwrd the ships and yachts up the harbour in 
iiOQOur of the Royal visitants. 

Immediately on the Prince of Wales being 
brought up to her moorings, their Majesties, Prince 
Smest, and the Princesses embarkedi in order to 
^ on board the Aquilon frigate, Capt. Stopford, 
at Spithead. As the barges approached the ships 
mt Spithead, two guns from the Queen Charlotte 
irare^ as on the former trip, the signal for a gene- 
nd salute : every ship in consequence fired 21 guns, 
wid the crew cheered as the baizes passed. On 
-dieir Majesties going on board the Aquilon, and 
getting under sail, the like •salute was fired ; and 
the bands of the difierent ships played* martial 
symphonies. The Aquilon, after sailing round the 
^eet, stood away towards the Needles. Owing to 
-there* being very little wind soon after the Aquilon 
had got to the eastward of Gowes Point, she, in 
going about, touched the ground, by which acci- 
dent they were stopped about two hours, and night 
^eoming on, their Majesties and all the Royal 
family took to their barges. The Aquilon, on the 
rising «f the tide^ was got off without receiving 
damage. 

On the j^Oth their Majesties, Prince Ernest, and 
the Princesses went on board the Niger frigate, 
^nd sailed for Southampton, 'where they landed in 
4he afternoon, and immediately proceeded in can- 
riages for Windsor. - - • 
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The marriage of bis Boyal Highoess the Prince 
of Wales With her Serene Highness CardineABie<*i 
lia Augusta, the second daughter of the Duke of 
Brunswick, by Augusta, the eldest sister of his 
Britannic Majesty (whose nuptials were mentioned 
in the early part of this work) was, after a short 
period of contemplation, finally agreed upon. 

Mr. Jefierys provided the jewels necessary for 
these royal nuptials. ** An event,"' says this writer 
in his Review of the conduct of the Prince of Waiee^ 
** was now about to take place of great national 
importance in the establishment of the Prince of 
Wales, the intelligence of which afforded very 
general satisfaction to the public ; it was the pro* 
posed marr^ge of ^ his Royal Highness with the 
Princess of Brunswick, and his expected final 
separation from Mrs. Fitzherbert. 

^' His Royal Highness gave me orders to pro- 
core the jewels necessary on that occasion : no limit 
was fixed on the amount, but that the finest and 
best of every thing ;should l>e provided. My wish 
was, by the execution of these orders not to go to 
loo great or unnecessary an expense ; but the mag- 
nitude of the occasion, and the extensive orders 
in pursuance of which I acted, exceeding my own 
ideas, the amount naturally extended to a very 
considerable sum — fifty-four thousand pounds; aiidi 
nearly ten thousand pounds, in addition, for jewels 
as presents from his Royal Highness, on the mar- 
riage, to the Queen and Princesses. 

^' I^ ^avjng been reported at the time that I had 
2t 2 
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mand for the payment of about i^ixteen hutidred 
pounds: — the request, thetefore, which his Royal 
Hig'hness had to make was/ that I would interfere 
upon the occasion, and prevent, if possible^ any 
personal inconvenience to Mrs. Pitzherbert. I 
assured his Royal Highness that I would do all I 
could in the business, and I was appointed to at- 
tend with the result of my endeavours, at Carltoii 
House, the next morning. T did attend as ap- 
pointed, and presented the Prince of Wales with 
a receipt for the whole sura. — In the afternoon of 
the same day on which I had so highly gratified 
the Prince, his Royal Highness came to my house, 
and brought with him Mrs. Fitzherbert, for the 
express purpose that she might herself thank me 
for the great and essential service I had that morn- 
ing rendered to her." 

Mr. Jefferys afterwards published a " letter ad- 
dressed to Mrs. Fitzherbert," the style of which 
corresponded with his former pamphlet — " It is 
tiow many years since you were first upon a footing 
of intimacy with the Prince of Wales. A house 
of great expence was taken for you in Pall Mall, 
communicating jprii;a/«;y with Carlton House, and 
the house adjoining the Pavilion at Brighton was 
appropriated to your use, with an establishment. 
Infinitely beyond the limits of your* original in- 
come. When the Prince of Wales was married 
to the Princess, it was agreed that you should retire 
from that intimacy of friendship you had so long 
enjoyed, and your houses in Pall Mall, and at Brigh- 
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ton, were given np accordingly/* — ** On the unex- 
pected renewal of intimacy, an establisbment upon 
a still larger scale was formed for you : a noble 
house in Fkkrk-lane» most magnificently fitted up, 
and superbly furnished ; a large retinue of servants; 
carriages of various descriptions ; a new pavilion, 
built for your separate residence at Brighton, and 
the Prince more frequently in your society than 
cverr 

It should be recollected that the attachment al-* 
luded to by this egotist had been formed long before 
marriage ; and it is evident that private pique alone 
ga?e rise to the invectives of a Jefferys. The 
Queen has occasionally thought some articles in 
the jewellery line too dear, as we have previoutdy 
remarked ; but for the marriage of the Prince of 
Wales her Majesty did not think the intended 
presents '< of sufficient elegance/' This cannot 
appear paradoxical if we recollect that his Royal 
Highness was the favourite son, and her Majesty 
naturally ][wished that all the presents on this inte* 
resting occasion should be worthy of the heir ap* 
parent. 

The following is the character given by Mr. 
Jefierys of the Duke of York :— " I speak of his 
Boyal Highness from sxperiencs : he has con- 
ferred upon me many favours, his Royal Highness 
never made me a promise iohich he dill not perform : 
and I have no hesitation in saying there is not . (in 
my opinion) a man existing, on whose bare word 
I could rely with more satisfactipq than pn that of 
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llie Duke of York. I firmly believe tlmt^ k» a 
strict adherence to his word^ he is (like his Royal 
Father) a man of psaF&CT iktegrity/' 

April the 6tb, 1705, the Princess of Wales^ ac-» 

companied by Mrs. Harcourt, Lord Malmsbury^ 

and Ciommodore P^yne, went from the Jupiter^ 

on board one of the Royal yachts, and a few minutes 

after It o'clock landed at Greenwich Hospital. 

She was received by Sir Hugh Palliser, the goyer'*' 

nor, and other officers, who conducted her to the 

governor's house, where she took tea and coffee. 

About an hour after the Princess had landed. Lady 

Jersey arrived at the Governor's ; and 8€K>n after 

they both retired into an adjoining room, and the 

dress of the Princess was changed from a muslin 

grown and blue satin petticoat, with a black beaver 

hat and bine and black feathers, for a white satin 

gowB, and very elegant turban cap of satin, 

trimmed with crape and ornamented with white 

feathers, which were brought from town by Lady 

Jersey. The Princess had travelled in a mantle of 

green satin, trimmed with gold, with loops and 

tassels d la Brandenburg. 

A liftle after two o'clock her Serene Highness 
left the Governor's house, and got into one of the 
King's coaches, drawn by six horses. In this 
4:6ach were also Mrs. Harcourt and Lady Jersey; 
Another of his Majesty's coaches and six preceded 
•it, in which were Mrs. Harvey Aston, Lord Malmes- 
bury, Lord Clermont, and Colonel Greville. fn 
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m third coach and four hones, were two wmnen 
iervantSy whom the Princess brought from Qer^ 
many, and were her onljr German attendants fma 
tbenjoe. The Prmeess^s carriage was escorted on 
each side by a party of the Prince of Wales's own 
regiment of Light Dragoons, commanded by Lord 
Edward Somerset, son to the Duke of Beaufort. 
Beaides this escort, the road was lined at small 
distances by. troops of the heavy dn^oons, who 
were stationed from Greenwich all the way to 
the Home. Guards. At three o'clock, her Ser^tie 
H^^hn^ss alighted at St. James's, and waa intro<» 
doced into the apartments prepared for her reeep* 
tion. After a short time the Princess appeared aft 
the windows,. which were thrown up. The people 
huzzaed, and she courtsied, and this contiBDed for 
some time, until the Prince of Wales arriyedfrom 
Carlton House. . At a little before five o'clodc the 
Prince and Princess sat down to dinner. Thepeo* 
pie continuing to huzza before the palace his Boyal 
Highness appeared at the window, and shanked 
them for their loyalty and attention to the Princess, 
but hoped they would excuse her appearance there, 
as it might give her cold, ^his completely satis- 
fied the crowd, who gave the Prince three cheers. 

In the evening, when the populace bad beconie 
rather uproarious in their expres»ons of loyalty, 
in Cleveland Row, her Serene Highness^ in a voice 
replete with melody and delicacy of tone, tfanaad* 

dressed them from her Palace window : 

I*' 
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^' Believe me, I feel very happy and delighted 
to see the GOon stnd bravjb English people— tha 
best Nation upon earth.'* 

The Prince of Wales afterwards addressed th# 
populace in a very engaging manner^ and receired 
the tribute of universal applause. 

On the evening of the 8th of April the solemiittjK 
of the marriage of bis Royal Highness the Princd 
of Wales and her Serene Highness the Princess of 
Brunswick was performed at the Chapel Royal^ 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury* On entering 
the chapel, her Highness was conducted to thd 
seat prepared for her near her Majesty's, chair of 
state. The King was attended by the g^eat officers 
of his household, and the Queen by the master of 
the horse, &c. The bridegroom's procession teN 
minated with their Royal Highnesses the Princess 
Royal, Princefties Aug^usta Sophia, Elii^abetb, 
Mary, Sophia, and Amelia, the Duchess of York 
and Princess Sophia of Gloucester, supported seve- 
rally by their gentlemen ushers. The whole pro* 
cession, at the return, filed off in the privy cham- 
ber. Their Majesties, the bridegroom and bride, 
with the rest of the Royal Family and the great 
officers, proceeded into the levee chamber, where 
the register of the marriage was attested with the 
nasal formalities, after which the procession con- 
tinued into the lesser drawing-room; and iheit 
Majesties, with the bridegroom, the bride> and the 
rest of the Royal Family, passed into the Great 
Council Chsmiber^ where the great officers, nobility^ 
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foreign miitistersi and other persons of distinction 
paid their compliments on the occasioo* The 
evemng concluded with very splendid illuminatMHM 
and other public demonstrations of joy throughout 
London and Westminster. 

Addresses of congratulation both to the King 
and QueeUf on the marriage of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, were unanimously voted by 
both Houses of Parliament. On receiiring these 
addresses his Majesty sent a message to the House 
of Commons, relative to a suitable provision for 
the Royal bridegroom and bride, and his Majesty 
<< felt the deepest regret in communicating to the 
House, that the benefit of any settlement that 
might be made must fail in its most desirabla,«ffect 
if means were not provided to extricate his Royal 
Highness from the incumbrances under whiich he 
laboured to a great amount.'' Some debate took 
place in consequence of a former application on 
the same subject, and the promises then made that 
no such embarrassments should again occur. The 
establishment now agreed upon was 125,000/. ex- 
clusive of the revenues of the Duchy of ComwsiU; 
18,000/. to defray the preparatory expe^ces of the 
marriage, and 50^000/. as a jointure for her Royal 
Highness. , 

Upon an application to Parliament to pay the 
-debts of the Prince of Wales, themanagemi^ntof 
His Royal Highnesses affairs were (by theauthoiiity 
of Parliament) placed under the direction of com- 
missioner^^ The amount of Mr. Jeffery*s MU ^- 
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livered to the cominissiaiiers in May, was 54,685/. 
and a proposal beiHg made by the commissioners 
that he should deduct about 14fiO(il. be enquired 
if there were any appeal against the decisions of 
the ccmimissioners, to which Mr. Pitt replied, that 
the act of parliament provided redress by an appeal 
to a Jury: to such a decision he submitted his 
claim, and obtained verdicts ' 

For grants on the marriage of £• s. 

the Prince 50,997 10 

Bond debts - . . - - 84,700 

—— Presents of jewels, on the 
marriage, to the Queen and 

Royal Family 9,331 9 

These three last claims were admitted by the com- 
missioners. 

Tlie Prince of Wales having withdrawn his 
favors entirely from Mr. JefFerys, returned to Mr. 
Gray, of Sackviile^treet ; and a great number of 
the nobility followed has Royal Highnesses ex- 
ample. 

Frogmore now became the favourite residence of 
the Queen, which was celebrated in the earlier 
periods of English history. In the reign of Charles 
It. H was the property of Fitzroy, Duke of 
Northumberland, whose widow died there at an 
advanced s^e. It was also the residenee of Mar- 
shal Belleisle, after his release from the castle, and 
was afterwards the seat of Sir £dward Walpole, 
K. B. and of the Hon. Mrs. Egerton, of whom it 
was now purchased by the Queen. 

2u2 
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Frogmore it situated about half a mile east of 
Windsor, and occupies part of a very fertile vallefy 
which divides the little park from the forest It 
has not only been considerably enlarged by her 
Majesty, but materially improved. An area of 
thirteen acres is laid out in a beautiful pleasure* 
garden, diversified with a canal winding in diffeieat 
directions; in one part spreading its waters before 
the front of the house, and again retirbg beneath 
the thick woods. In this sweetly sequestered spot 
every thing is serene and pleasant. The devious 
path, the umbrageous thicket, the dilapidated ruin, 
and secluded temple, all conspire to render it pe- 
culiarly interesting. Exclusive of the variety of 
indigenous and exotic trees and shrubs which are 
scattered through the grounds, the giyrden is orna- 
mented with five buildings, viz. — ^the gothic temple* 
the ruin, the hermitage, the temple of solitude, 
and the barn. The ruin was erected from a deil%ii 
by Mr. Wyatt; and being seated on the water*^ 
edge, partly immersed in woods, and diversified 
with the creeping ivy and fractured wall, it constt* 
tutes a truly picturesque ornament, when seen from 
many points of view. The hermitage is a small 
circular thatched building, situated ia the sou^ 
west comer of the garden, and completely em* 
bowered with lofty trees. It was constructed from 
a drawing by the Princess Elizabeth, whose taste 
and skill in this polite art evince considerable ge- 
nius and application. A series of prints, intituled^ 
** The Birth and Triumph of Cupid/' were en- 
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graved from tBe "beautiM designs of this FrihiiesSf 
executed with much delicacy and correetuess. 
Her Majesty had a great taste far drawing. 

Frogmore Lodge, tibough not large, is a neat 
modern structure, much improved and beautified 
by Mr. Wyatt. It is partly built with freestone^ 
and partly cased, and is decorated with a project^ 
ing colonnade towards the south, uniting the prin- 
cipal building with two uniform wings. The 
j^partments are furnished in a plain but peculiarly 
neat manner* One of them is embellished with the 
original sketches by Mr. West, and paintings by 
Miss Moser, that were copied to ornament tb^ 
throne in the castle ; and several others are deco- 
rated with paintings, and a variety of drawings. 

The recent improvements and alterations made 
in the gardens are very considerable, and are highly 
creditable to the taste and judgment of Major 
Price, who directed the operations. The surround- 
ing scenery is judiciously contrived to assimilate 
with the character of the place j the view of every 
distant object being excluded by trees and under- 
wood. 

The first fete given at Frogmore was on the 19th 
of May, where her Majesty entertained her Royal 
claughter»in-law, the Princess of Wales, in a most 
sumptuous manner. 

The scarcity and distress which the war with 
the revolutionists of France had occasioned at this 
time^ frequency produced disorder and turbulence. 
jfLs his Majesty was going to the House of Lords, 
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October the 29th, the Mall and Fbrade of Bl; 
Jameses Fkrk and Parliament Street were com* 
pletely choaked up with spectators : the crowd was 
by DO means so great at the coronation, as they 
amounted at least to 200,000. Several noblemen 
and cabinet ministers who passed through tlie Park 
from Buckingham House were hissed and hooted^ 
particularly the Earl of Chatham, the Dukes of 
Gloucester, Portland, &c. His Majesty was like* 
wise hooted all tlie way; but no riolence wa» 
offered till he arriyed opposite the Ordnance Office^ 
when a small pdbble^ marble, or bullet, broke one 
of the windows. The King said to Lord West- 
moiiand^ ^* That is a s^ot,'' and instead of leaning^ 
back, or striving to avoid the assassin, he pointed 
to tlie round hole in the pane, and examined it. 
In returning, the moment his Majesty altered the 
Park, the gates of the Horse Guards were shut, 
for the purpose of excluding the mob who followed 
^ carriage. As it passed oppoisite Spring Gar«- 
dens Terrace another stone was thrown, but it 
foHunaltely struck the wood«wori^ between the 
windows. His Majesty tf^ent into his prirate coach 
to go from St» Jameses to the Queen- s House, . in 
the midst of the wildest commotions of the multi*- 
tttde, who surrounded tJie carriage and (Hrevented 
it from proceeding, crying out, '^ Bread I Bread J 
Peace { Peace !'" His Majesty, in consideiable agi- 
tation, signified, by waving his hands to the horse-^ 
guards, that the people should be kept at a distance* 
The guarflif speedily brought up and protected the 



carriage. In this way he pastded on ihrongli the 

Piark) and roiHid by the Stable-yard into St. Jame»*a 

Palace, at the front gate. A cenmderable tuoidt 

took place when his Majesty was abont to alight, 

and one of the horses in the state coach taking 

fright, threw down an old groom, of the name of 

Dorrington, and broke his thigh ; bnt it fortunately 

proved a simple fracture. His other thigh was 

considerably bruised, but not dangerously. The 

Hdob attacked the state coach with stones, and did it 

connderable injury^ The King, and those who had 

accompanied hiia, were of opinion that the glass of 

the coach had been broken by a ball from an air- 

gan^ which had been shot from a bow-window of a 

house adjoining the Ordnance Offie, Three or four 

persons were apprehended on suspicion of .having 

thrown stones, &c. andon^ of them j(K.yd Wake) 

was charged witii having called out, ^'No King^'aiid 

other similar expressions. He was afterwards found 

g^ihy, and sentenced to be imprisoned five .years, 

stand in the pillory, and give securities for 10OO2» 

Notwithstanding these disturbances their Mi^sties 

and. three of the Princesses visited Covent«6ard(Hl 

Theatre the following evening, to see the comedy 

of ** The Rivals." On their entrance they were 

received with the usual burst of applause. ** God 

save the King" was sung twice, and by a consider* 

able part of the house over*»2ealously called for a 

third time: this, in a corner of the gallery, pro- 

Viiked a few hisses^ which were soon over-ruled. 

;. A violent hurricane. created additional alarms 
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November the 6Ui. The King and Queen, who 
were at .Buckingham House, arase from their htdAp 
and many hundreds of fandlies did the same. Ita 
ravages were dreadful, though happily its conti- 
nuance was short. 

On the 7th of January, 1706, the birth of a 
Princess, Charlotte Caroline Augusta, tended iit 
tome degree to dissipate the gloom which the 
** stem alarms** of war had spread over the nation* 
Earl Mansfield, in the House of Lords, moved an 
address of congratulation upon the happy event — - 
the safe delivery of her Royal Highness the Princeaa 
of Wales, which passed unanimously, and was or^ 
dered to be presented to the King by the Lords with 
white staves^ A similar address to the Queen waa 
ordered to be presented by the Lord President of 
the Council, and a third to the Prince and Princesa 
of Wales, by the Lord Privy Seal and the Duke of 
Portland. Mr. Pitt at the same time mored iq 
the House of Commons, '^ That a congratulatory 
address be presented to his Majesty on the increase 
of the Royal Family, by the birth of ja Princess,*' 
and also that congratalatory messages be sent on 
the same occasion to her Majesty, and to their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, which 
were agreed to nem. con. Both their Majesties 
took a lively interest in the education of their ami-* 
able grand daughter ; and Mrs. Hannah More, 
at the instigation of the Queen, produced her 
** Hints for the education of a young Princess/* 

a juvenile work of considerable merit. The Queeb 
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alsa formsfaedlier illostrious g^rand^dau^hter wittf 
some of h^ earliest toys, among which was li 
Hiaiise, consisting chiefly of gold, withtwt) capital 
'briUtaots for eyes, and, from the clock-work within; 
capable of running round a table two ot* three 
times. 

Soon after tbe safety of the King's person niidei*<^ 
went the consideration of Parliament, ahotheif 
attack was made, February the 1st, when the 
Boyal Family went to Drury Lane Theatre. On 
their Tetum> after eleven o'clock at night, when 
the carriages had reached the end of John Street^ 
FaU Mall, a stone was flung, with such force as to 
break xme of 'the glass paiinels in the coach, in 
which were their Ma^sties and the lady in wait- 
ing; which, after striking the Queen oq the cheeky 
fell into Lady Harrington's lap. A reward of 
10002. was ofiered for the discovery of the ofien^ 
ders. 

The Princess Royal had been confined for some 
months with the yellow jatmdice, but her Royal 
Highness was able to be present at the Queen's 
drawingrroom, February the 16th, 1797, with her 
royal sisters Augusta and Elizabeth) and the Prince 
and Princess of Orange. The Countess of Har^ 
ringtQn attended the Queen as lady of the bed- 
chamber in waiting, and Lady C. Waldegrave 
attended the Princesses. • A light tinge of the dis« 
order was still perceivable round the eyes of the 
Princess Royal, whose marriage with theDuk^ of 
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Wiitem^urg (son-in-law to the INike et Bnoia-* 
inick Wulfenbuttle) wan at this tiuA snitlecl 

This year coratnienced with soma akmv^^'Ahe 
invasion of Great Britain was ridiculously attenqp^ 
ed by a foi^e of 12,000 men,, without artiUerjr^ 
and almost without accoutrements, who landed on 
the coast of Pembrokeshire, but surrendeivd al- 
qiost without resti^taoce, on the approach of a very 
inadequate force. The public mind was further 
^tgitatejd by the stoppage of specie at tbtt.Bmk of 
flng^nd. A run had taken place upoa some <kf 
the country banks, and th^ great demand for specie 
induced the directors of the Bank of England to 
l^ay the stot(» pf their company before the ministart; 
in^ consequence of which, an order of council was 
issued> Feb|;uary the 26th, prohibiting the further 
payi^ient of specie by the Bank. The one and 
t>«^o. pound notes were now first circulated, which 
have since been the occasion of so many execu« 
tions« i . 

Th$ J>uke of Wirtemburg did not arrive ia 
Jjondon until a short tiqie before his marriage with 
th^ Princess Boyal, which took place on the 18th 
of Mayt with all the ceremonies usually observed 
in the royal nuptials. Among the presents on tbis 
occasion was a diamond ring, containing thirty 
fine brilliants (one grain each.) The ring was 
ordered by her Majesty ; and while it was in hand 
atMr.Forster's, in Richmond Buildings, a chicken, 
vrJiich had access to the s1k>P9 pecked (^llJthe bril- 



Katits/ hvA was fortiinately detected in swallowing 
the last. The poor fowl was immediately immo- 
IM&A9 Mtd the thirty bHUiants found in the gizzard. 
Notwithstanding this delay the ring was nebt to 
Mr. Gr^y at the promised time^ who, wbenitu 
formed of the accident, could not help smirmg 
and sltyiDg thttt tbe i^hicken was too fond of rich 



Oti the ^3d the Qneen gave a grand etiteiiain^ 
netit at Frogmore, in honour of this royal mafrmge* 
iioah after which her Royal Hightiess and the 
]>tike of Wirtemburg sailed for the continent. 

Their Majesties, as usual, visited Weymoutk 
this year, where the following circumstance consi-^ 
derably diminished the popularity of the Queen » 
A«lineh•^lira}>er, for the sake of ready thoney, ex« 
posed for sate*"!! quantity of calico at 6d. a yard* 
Aer Majesty, when inl<Mrmed of it, sent the man 
an order for the whole, which was immediately sent 
etfto Windsor, &c. The linen-draper, however, was 
Hot paid till the usual time of settling the' trgides* 
nieifi*s bills. The Queen was certainly not. aware 
that she had disappointed several of the poor inha^ 
bitants of Weymouth of bargliins ; on the con-^ 
imry, a large quantity of this calico Was converted 
to charitable purposes, and tile remaincter Was cut 
np for chair covers, &c. 

Several children were eddcated at the expense 
of the Queen in Datchet Lane, ijear Frogmore, 
and on the stalls of in George*s Chapel, Windsor^ 
are various carved devices, among which is one in 
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commdmoration of this bounty. It should be-ob- 
^ served that the Duchess of York had a similak> 
IDstitution at Oatlands, where, on some occasions, 
her Royal Highness personally examined the child- 
ren, and rewarded them for any peculiar marks of 
docility. 

The 19th of December was appointed to he 
observed as a day of thanksgiving for the naval 
Tictories obtained by Sir John Jervis (afterwards 
SJarl St. Vincent,) over a Spanish fleet, of much 
superior force; and by Admiral Duncan, afterwards 
Viscount Duncan, over the Dutch fleet in the TeJreL 
His Majenty and both Houses of Parliament went, 
on this day, in solemn procession to St. Paul's. 

The constant meetings of parties to public diur- 
ners, and the seditious tendency of their toasts^ 
awakened the vigilance of government. The asn 
serablage of the Whig Club, at the Freemason's 
ttavem in 1798, was remarkable for the avowal of 
some bold and extraordinary sentiments by Mr^ 
Fox, who said ** I'll give you a toast than which 
I think there cannot be a better, according to the 
principles of this club — * 1 mean the sovereignty 
of the People of Great Britain.' " The Pir^tory 
pf France at this tim^, with threats ** full of sound 
find fury, signifying npthiqg,*' talked of the inva^ 
sion of Great Britain. Mr. Fox said he would be 
pne of the first to aid in repelling any foreign 
fenemy, under whatever government England 
might be. He compared the then ministry witK 
fhe Direptory of France; afi^rmed that he w&S 
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resolved upon retirement; but that he would be 
happy to come forward wh^iever the country d^- 
mailded his services. He entertained no appren 
bensibns of an invasion, and was. fuUy persuaded 
that should the enemy be rash eiiougb to land even 
iwith a formidable force, the spirit of the English 
would soon destroy the invaders. 

His Majesty was so displeased with the conduct 
of JUr. Fox at this meeting, that he immediately 
struck his name put of the list of privy conn-* 
«ell(Nrs. 

. ' Such was the violence of parties at this tifne 
tbat during a debate in the House of Commons 
on the bill for suspending seamen's protections^ 
Mf • Pitt said that he regarded Mr. Tierney's op- 
position to it as proceeding from a wish to impede 
thfe service of the country. Mr. Tierney called 
|iir. Pitt to order, and appealed to the House whe« 
ther' such terms should be used. The speaker said» 
%htLt if the House considered the words as convey* 
ing a personal reflection on the honourable gentle* 
Srian, they were in that pointof view to be regarded 
as unparliamentartf. They would wait^ however, 
for the explanation of the right hon. gentleman. 
Mr. Pitt said, that if he was called on to explain 
^waif any thing that he had said, the Honse might 
wait long enough for the explanation ; he would 
neither explain nor retract any particle of what 
he had said on the subject. Mr. Tierney accord- 
ingly challenged Mr. Pitt, In the afternoon of 
Mf^y t^ 97tb, Mr. Pitt accompanied by Mr. Rydef 
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and Mr. Tierney, a«com^nied by Mr. Walpirtt; 
net at S o'clock, on Potney Ueatb, near the gUHbtMi 
of the notorioas Abenthaw, who had been ^lately 
hanged. The Sjieaker, Mr. Whitbread, and Mr. 
Grey, as weH as two rargeon$» were stationed near 
Ae spot. After some ineffectual attempts on thtf 
part of the seconds to prevent further proceeding's^ 
the parties took thetr ground at the distance of 
twelve paces. Pistols were fired at the same mo«' 
ment without effect : a second fire had also the 
same result, Mr. Pitt having fired his pistol in the^ 
air. The seconds then jointly interfered/ aiMi in« 
sisted that the matter should go no furtheTi it beiri^ 
their decided opinion th^tsaflicieiit satisfiictinn'had 
been given, ahd that the business hiad terminated 
with perfect honor to both parties. 

Nelson's glorious victory off the mouth of the 
Nile, took place oh the 1st of August: he had 
been in quest of the French fleet for some time,^^ 
and when he had descried them^ liis leading ehip, 
the Culloden, ran a-ground, and Nelson feuiMlliim-' 
self with ten i^ips only (three having fallen several 
leagues astern,) to fight thirteen of the enemy, 
and several of these of superior force. Their sii^ 
headmost ships were taken possession of the first 
night, and L'Orient blew up. Next moming,^ 
at day-light, the action commenced, and other ships 
were taken or destroyed. The battle did not end 
till the forenoon of the third day. Admiral Nelson 
sent the city of London tb^ sword of the COiki-' 
manding French Admiral, Mons* Blanquet, which 
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IMS put in the toMi cohspicuoiiar place in the conii> 
moD^couiicilchuiibery \vitli an appropriate inscrip^ 
tibn oh at marble tablet; . AdbfiiraJ Nelson wasiooii 
after raised to. the peerage* ^ 
t A m^i^ifi.cent i%te was given at B^oir Castle» 
Jaauary the 4th, 1799, where tlie nihility and 
gentry, ^4th the hek-apparent of the throne, were 
assembled to compliment a young nobleman oa 
l»s coming of age. Bel vcnr Caistle became on that 
day the seat ol the moifit hospitable splendour; 
roasted oxen and hogsheads of ale were bodntifiiUy 
distributed. About four hundred persons were 
ve^^ved by the Duchess ef Rutland in the apart- 
meatSy and sat down to dinner with her and the 
Duke. The invitation wa$ for dinner, ball, and 
supper, bat very few left the festive board tUI the 
next day's siin lighted l^em to their respective 
homes. As many ae the oastle could supply with 
beds, or be lodged in the neighbouring houses, 
remained, n% the entertainments within doors and 
witiieut oontinued till the XKike returned to Ireland 
tQ join his regiment. Qelvoir was wholly illumi^ 
nated en the occasion, and beifig situated like 
Windsor Castle, had a very splendid and grand 
ei^Qt. The number of persona within the castle 
ajid without were supposed to be about 10,000. 

Annuities out of the consolidated fund, of 12,0()0L 
each,.were granted this year by Parliament to their 
Royal Highnesses Princes Edward and Ernest. 

Mr. Pitt stated (March the lltb) that 30,000/. 
was allowed bis Majesty out of the hereditary 
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ntenoe for the rapport of the five Princeases in the 
year 1782, before the Princess Amelia was born ; 
consequently no provision was made for that Prin- 
cess. Mr. Pitt therefore moved, that leave he givea 
to bring in a bill to enable his Majesty to provide 
out of the 30,000/. from the hereditary revenue 
for the Princess Amelia. The motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Between eight and nine o'clock in the morning^ 
of June the t^lst, his Majesty, mounted on a beau- 
tifiil charger, and followed by the male branches of 
the Royal Family, a crowd of general offiqers, &c« 
went from Buckingham House to inspect all the 
volunteer corps in different streets of the metro- , 
polis. He passed over Westminster Bridge, and 
proceeded by the Obelids: to Blackfriars Bridge^ 
on the centre of which he . was met by the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen, who afterwards rode before 
him, the Lord-Mayor carrying the sword of state. 
His Majesty proceeded through Bridge Street, St. 
Paul's Church-yard, Comhill, &c. infrontof the dif- 
feirent associations, making a circle to the Artillery 
Ground, where the Prince of Wales, as colonel^ 
appeared at the head of the Artillery Company^ 
and thence to the Lord Chancellor's, in Upper 
Guildford Street, where all the Royal Family; 
breakfasted. The King then reviewed the Blooms-* 
bury and other corps in the neighbourhood, and 
about six o'clock returned home* The number of 
volunteers visited by the King were 12,000.. 

On the . 1st of August the King, Queen, and 

IS 
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Princesseg Augusta and Elizabeth, aeeompanied 
by the Coantess of Harrington^ set ofF in- two 
^^n*iagesy at half past five o'clock ftom Kew 
Palace, for Lord Romnrey's seat in the Moat Path, 
Maidstone. The royal party stopped to breakfiftsl 
at Earl Camden's seat at Riverhead, where they 
were met by the Prince of Wales, Duk^ of Cum* 
berland^ and numbers of the nobility, and the 
King's equerries in waitiag« The Royal Family 
reached the ground at twetve o'clock, on which 
above 5000 of the volunteers of the eodnt^ of Kent, 
were drawn up under the coramafid of their dif- 
ferent officers, and his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York. Earl Camden gave the ntwd of com- 
ttiand to his own corps of cavalry, and Lord Rohk 
nef to die infantry corps. The regiments went 
through their exercise in a manner highly satis^ 
factory to hi& Majesty. 

After the review, marquees were erected on the 
lawn for their Majiesties and nobility to dine in> 
and tables in view of the. royal tents were laid 
out for the volunteers. The entertainment^ to which 
6500 persons sat down, consisted of every delicac;^ 
of the season. 

At six o'clock their Majesties and the Princesses 
took leave of their noble host, and returned to 
Kew. 

The town of Maidstone was brilliantly illumi- ^ 
nated in the evening, and a grand ball wa» given 
at the town-hall. 

The strength of the different association's of Kent 
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which underwent the royal inspection amounted to 
6,721. 

From the following statement the reader may 
form an idea of the dinner provided for the diffe- 
rent conipanies of voluuteers : 
60 lambtf, in quarters. 

200 dilshes of roast beef. 

700 ditto of fowls (three in a dish.) 

220 ditto of meat pies; 

220 ditto of roasted veal. 

800 hams. 

300 tongues. 

220 dishes of boiled beef. 

220 fruit pies. 
Seven pipes of port were bottled off, and sixteen 
butts of ale and as niuch small beer, to supply the 
company. / 

Princess Amelia, the King's favourite and 
youngest daughter, who had been for some time 
confined to her chamber, was now declared in a 
state of convalescence. On her Royal Highnesses 
recovery a grand entertainment was given by the 
Queen at Frogmore, where her birth-day (August 
the 7th) was celebrated in a very joyous manner 
by the Royal Family and the nobility who were 
invited on the t>ctasioh. The Royal Family and 
the female nobility dhied in the temporary rooip^ 
in which were five tables, famished with^Q covets ; 
next to which three tents, were erected for the 
officers and noblemen. After the dinner Mr. Quick, 
Mr. Elliston, and Mrs. Mattocks entertained the 
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company with dramatic exhibitions. Mr. EUiston 
in the character of Merlin spok^ the following 
lines, written by Lady Sudley. 

(to the king.) 
'^ Hail to the Monarch whose transcendent worth, 
^Midst all the crimes of this distracted earth, 
Alone each trial gloriously withstood ! 

(to the aUEEN.) 

*^ Hail to the loved — the honoured,*and the good ! 
No foes united shall thy power withstand. 
Whilst thy protecting virtues guard the land. 
Far from thc^ world while here retired I dwell, 
And all its changes, all its fates foretel; 
The good oft doubt — the bad will oft revile. 
Some with contempt, while few with hope will smile ! 
Now from my cell with triumph I advance^ 
And the exulting triumph to enhance, 
My joyfiil eyes behold the glorious sight, 
Yielding at all times and to all delight ; 
. But now in each true heart what rapture dwells — 
' I judge from that which now my bosom swells — 
Thus to behold the promised joy complete, 

(to princess ameua.) 
^^ And thou, sweet maid, permit me thee to greet; 
. To greet the morn, but more thy health restored, 
A blessing anxiously for thee implored 
For twelve months past, meanwhile I felt the grief 
; Which seem*d at times to mock th' implored relief, — 
I felt the pangs which rent thy parentis heart. 
But I foresaw the end by magic art ; 
Thy resignation mild, sweet suffering saint. 
Who in the hour of trial scornM complaint, * *' 
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dwts aoiple prooiisein thy early yovtfi 
That tby e;calted Father's matchless truth— 
His Tarious virtues which conspicuous shioe — 
In riper years, shall snrely^all be thine. 

(to this p]unc£SS of orange.) 
'< Thou too my groetings ahar'st, respected Dame ; 
Soon shall Batavia's land thy presence clauDj 
LinkM with thy hosts in blood and friendship's chains, 
Eyer with thee iheir subjects' love remains." 

A heavy raia kept the victors in the botise till 
seven in die evening, when their Majesties and the 
company went to the ball-room. . A long covered 
awning, illuminated with lamps, similar to that in 
Yauxhall, was erected from the house to the place 
allotted for the sports. The enchanting place to 
which they were condncted was the eqtirie design 
of Princess £lizabeth, as already observed : the 
middle space was allotted to the dancers, and the 
two sides to the company. The pillars were 
covered with bay leaves and artificial flowers, 
wreaths of flowers decorating the intermediate 
spaces at the top i the cbaodelier« suspended from 
the ceiling were in the shape of a boe-bive : at the 
upper end of them formed the tassel ; between 
each row of lamps were interwoven ears of com, 
blue beHs, violets, lilies of the and valley. For the 
accommodation of the company cottage rush chairs 
were provided, and the place altogether formed a 
most delightful scene. Pavilions adjoining the 
rooms were erected for serving the company w^th 
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tea and rdfreAotoKts. The ladies all appeared in 
wiiite. 

At the conclosioft of the ball the Princess Eliza- 
beth reconducted her company back to tiie house 
to supper* The Princess Amelia leanefl on the 
arm of the Prince of Wales. In the supper ro6m 
a beautiful transparency was displayed in compli- 
Kipt to the Pri«cess Amelia ; on the tablet of the 
picture ware <*ie words ^* The offering of GratiMide 
for restored health/' 

On tlie 7th of September, 2000 troops embarked 
at Deal : on the 8th, 5000 more embariked there ; 
also, in the evening, the Duke of York, under a 
royal saktte from the ships and batteries. The 
Cambrian, of 40 guns, being unable to get into 
llie Downs, his Royal Highness took his passage 
in the Amethyst, of 38 guns, for Holland. Qvl 
the 10th, 2300 more troops embarked for Deal, 
from whence Lord Chatham proceeded in La Po« 
mone, of 44 guns, for the Texel. On the 1 1th 
Prince William of Gloucester, on board the Neme- 
sis, of 28 %xm^, went from the same place to join 
the army, and was followed by the troops which 
had been embarked, amounting to 14,000 men. 

A circumstance occurred in the, morning of the 
15th of May, 1800, in Hyde Park, which caused 
a considerable sensation through the town as soon 
as it became public. His Majesty was attenditig 
the field exercises of the grenadier battalion of the 
guards, when, during one of the vollies, a ball 
cartridge was fired from the musquet of one of the 
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soldiers^ ^hich struck Mr. Ongley, a clerk in tlie 
allotment department of the Navy Office, who was 
standing only twenty-three feet distance from the 
King ! The ball entered the fleshy part of the 
thigh in front, and passed straight through. His 
Majesty immediately directed the military surgeon 
present to examine and dress Mr. Ongley's wound, 
and was much gratified by the favourable report 
made by Mr. Nixon, the surgeon of the grenadiers : 
had the wound been an inch higher, however, it 
must have proved fatal. His Majesty, on coming 
from the field, sent his commands to Mr. Keate, 
the surgeon-general, and Mr. -Rush, the inspector 
of hospitals, to wait on Mr. Ongley, and to offer 
their assistance during the progress of his cure. * 

An examination had taken place of the cartouch 
boxes of the soldiers, but no individual could be 
fixed upon as the perpetrator of this act. 

In the evening another extraordinary circum- 
stance occurred at the Theatre Royal, Dcury Lane, 
which, coupled with the above, gave rise to many 
serious apprehensions. The entertainments, '^ She 
would and She would not," and the " Humourist," 
were by command of their Majesties ; and at the 
moment when the King entered his box, a man in 
the pit, near the orchestra on the right hand side, 
stood up and discharged a pistol at his Majesty, 
who had advanced about four steps from the door» 
On the report of the pistol, his Majesty stopped, 
and stood firmly while the cry of " seize him" 
burst from every part of the theatre. The Queen 
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came in, and the King waved his hand for her to 
keep hack. Her Majesty asked, ^* what is thie 
matter ?'* The. King replied — " only a sqaib — a 
squib ; they are firing squibs ;'' and not the least 
disconcerted, came nearly to the front of the box. 
The man who had committed the crime was seized 
and conveyed from the pit. The audience vehe- 
mently called out " show him," in consequence of 
which Mr. Kelly, and others belonging to the 
theatre, rushed upon the stage, and assured them 
that the culprit was in safe custody. The Queen 
now came forward, and in great agitation court- 
sied : she clasped her hands, looked at the King, 
and asked if they should stay. His Majesty an- 
swered, " we will not stir, but sit the entertain- 
ments out.'* All the Princesses, except Elizabeth, 
fainted as soon as they sat down ; and that princess 
exerted herself greatly in recovering her Royal 
sisters. The Duke aiid Duchess of York were in 
their box at the time ; but immediately after the 
transaction, his Royal Highness left it. 

The Prince of Wales was at dinner iat Lord 
Melbourne's, but having been immediately inform- 
ed of the event by Mr. JefFerys, who left the play 
for the purpose of seizing this opportunity of seeing 
his Royal Highness, the Prince instantly left his 
company and^went to the theatre. 

As soon as the indignation of the audience was 
soothed, *^ God save the King" was instantly de- 
manded. It was sung by all the vocal performers, 
and encored. At the end of the farce, the song 
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was agfain d^matided, when Mr. Kelly song the 
Ibttawiag additional verse, an impromptUp by Mr. 
Borgeds: 

** From every hitent foe, 
From the Assasstn's blow, 

God 9are the King. 
O^er bim thine arm extend. 
For Britaiu^s sake defend 
Our Father, Prince, and Friend — 

God save the King!*' 

This stanza gave the audience peculiav {Measure, 
and was encored by the eager desire of the whole 
boase. 

Mr. Holroyd, of Scotland Yard, plamber to 
bis Majesty, providentially had time to raise the 
ana of the maniac, so as to direct the contents of 
the pistol towards the roof of the box. He dropped 
the pistol which was found under the seat. He 
provedto be a James Hatfield, who had served his 
time to a working silversmith^ but having enlisted 
into the 15th light dragoons, had fought for the 
King whom he had fired at. The Pi-ince of 
Wales and Duke of York were present at the 
examination : he immediately turned to the Duke, 
and said, ** I know your Royal Highness — ^God 
bless you — yoa are a good fellow, and (pointing 
to a deep cut over his eye, and an<rther long scar 
on his cheek), I got these, and more than these 
in fighting by your side* At Lincelies^, I was left 
three hours among the dead in a ditch, and was 
y taken prisoner by the French, I had my arm 
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broken by a shot, atid eight sidbre wounds in my 
]iead««»but I recovered, and here I am/* Being 
asked why he attempted the life of his sovereign, 
be replied^ that he had not attempted to kill the 
King-— be had fired his pistol over the Royal box 
*^he WAS as good a shot as any in England; bat 
he was himself weary of life*— he wished for death, 
Imt not to. die by his own^hands ; and thought that 
the spectators would have fallen %ipon him-^he 
hoped his life was forfeited. 

The Royal party left the theatre amidst the 
prayers and plaudits of the crowded circle* When 
the Ring's, carriage came to the comer of South- 
ampton Street, a person, by. trade a shoemaker, 
-who had placed himself there for the purpose, 
hooted and hissed his Majesty in such an audacious 
manner, that he was at length taken into cuf^tody. 
When the Royal Family reached Buckingham 
House, the supper was brought up, but none of 
them sat down* Her Majesty drank a glass of 
wine and water, and then retired. 

The Princess Amelia, who had been ill near two 
years, fainted on entering her chamber ; and the 
iits continued ao long, that her restoration to life 
appeared doubtful. The King, on hearing of her 
situatiop, went to her Royal Highnes«'s chamber, 
and attended her until recollection* returned, when 
she threw herself into the King^s arms, and said, 
^' she would be comforted.'" His Majesty^ on 
leaving the chamber of Amelia, went to the other 
Pjriacesses, Elizabeth, Mary, and Augusta, whose 
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pitaation was nearly the Mime m Amelia's; but 
a great flow of tears brought tkem relief. During 
this scene of confusi^on, the Princess Sophia, who 
had been indisposed, repeatedly called to her at- 
tendant to know the cause of it. The attendant 
very properly equivocated, and said that the 
Princess Amelia had returned^ from the theatre 
very ilL His Majesty, on passing, said, '' Sophia, 
good night,'' and retired to rest ; it was then one 
o'clock. 

The next morning the ^nce of Wales, Dukes 
of York, Clarence, Cumberland, Gloucester, and 
Prints William breakfasted with their Majestic 
^nd ihp Princesses; who, though they 'had snfr 
fared great depression of spirits, were mucii better 
in the morning. 

The Queen gave a grand fete at Frogmore on 
the 15th pf May, for^the purpose of celetoiting 
this providential escape of his Majesty t 

A grand sight was exhibited in Hyde Park tA 
the King's birth ds^y. At six o'clock all the volun^ 
teer corps in London and its imiuediaie vicinity, 
to the number of 12,000, were under arms, an^ 
assembled in the field before eight. Jlis Mi^esty 
arrived at nine, attended by the Prince of Wales, 
the Dukes of York, Cumberland, ai^d Gloucester j 
Earls Harrington and Chatham, Lord Catkcart, 
the general officers, &c, Although it poured Vwy 
hard the King continued without even a greatcoat, 
equally exposed as the meanest of his tiBUfojects : 
the only observable difference from his usaal eon- 



duct, cm tiiiiilw occasions was^ that as h^ paissed the 
Ime he did not kpep his. bat off quite so long as in 
fne weather. The fbrinatj^nof the line, and the 
iraridud, orders of the day were executed with pre- 
cision; and the firing tinder everf diiiadvantage 
.was exeellpnt* The evolutions €nded about two 
o'clock. His Majesty and th^ Prin^ees returned to 
liuokingham House ; when all. the corps filed ofi; 
alter enduring it soaking rain for upwards of eight 
lioors. 

At noqn the Queen held a Court for the nobility^ 
which was most numerously and brilliantly at-* 
tended* The- young Princess Charlotte of Wales 
was taken to the Palace by the Countess of Elgim. 
ff he ball room ^ras also filled with elegant com- 
pany j the PiineeSB of Wales was tastefully orna^ 
naented with diamonds. 

Tfke next morning the Queen and Princesses 
Augusta, EHzabetb and Mary, took an airing to 
Chelsea, to pay a risit to Tisoountess Cremorne ; 
where her Majesty ^d their Royal .Highnesses 
partook of an elegant dijeunej walked in the gar- 
4ieiis, and dien returned home to dinner. The 
Ladies' Society for the evocation and employment 
4>f <^e Female Poor^ Ohurcb Row, Chelsea, was 
IMttronized by the Q«een. 

His Majesty, attended by his whole family, 
Hiinisters, &c; visited t^ Miarquis of Salisbury's 
eeat at E|atfield, where the yeomanry and volun- 
teer corps of Hertfordshire were reviewed. The 
Royal f^amily were most sumptuously entertained 
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by the Marquin. Tables w^re also provided fov 
the volunteers, consisting of upwiards of 1500^ 
and for the country people three btfllocks» lOaheep 
and 25 lambs, were dressed at the Salisbury Anaa. 
The ex pence was estimated at 3000/. . 

At the trialof James Hatfield for High Treason, 
June the S6th, the proofs of his insanity were so 
strong that the Jury were directed to find a verdict 
pf Not Gnilty, from the impression that he laboured 
tmder the influence of mental derangement. Har 
field was consequently ordered to be kept in. con- 
£nement. 

: Lord Nelson, with Sir William andXiady Hat* 
m^ilton, arrived at Yarmouth from Hamburgh, in 
the King George Po$t Office packet, November 
tlie 6tb. Upon hi9 lordslbip's landing the populace 
took the horses from the carriage, and . drew him 
to the Wrestlers* Imi. The Mayor and corpora- 
tion immediately waited on him, and presentdl the 
freedom of the town, sometime ago voted to him 
/or his services to his country* 

On the 13th his Majesty, held a levee, at which 
Lord Nelson and Sir W. Hamilton were pres^ted 
op their arrival from Naples. 

7he King, held another levee at St. James's, on 
the 19th, when the Algerine^ ambassador, who 
went to court in one of the royal carriagosj bad his 
first audience, and presented to. his Majesty two 
beautiful horses* the skins of several tigers, &c» 
a sword, and other valuables. 
. In consequence of the attiick. which bad been 
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laade on the yenerable monarcli at the theatre, by 
Hatfield, ' the maniac, the Queen made use of 
every tender stratagem to keep her Royal partner 
from visiting theatrical amusements, of wbiich his 
Majesty was still remarkably fond. Finding) him 
folly resolved on visiting the Opera House, her Ma- 
jesty invited upwards of 200 personages to a coa- 
c^rt and. cards, at Buckingham House, by which 
meana.she^preHengagedthe King, who, of course, 
«iras wUltng to postpone his intention. Understands^ 
itig .that, his Majesty still retained his resolution, 
the Queen contrived to have a party formed at 
York Hoase'on the very evening, and by t^isin*^ 
nocent device continued to keep his Majesty uncon- 
wioosly away. It was, however, agreed by the 
managers of the theatres that thexoyal box should 
be exalted and defended, which tended in a great 
measure to sooth the Queen's apprehensions. 
« Among the Christmas hospitalities of this yetit 
those of the Duke of Clarence were>highly praise- 
worthy. His Royal Highness ordered beef and 
bread to be distributed for two days to 170 pool^ 
families ; and upwards of 100 people, four-fifths 
of them neighbouring tradesmen and relatives of 
his servants, sat down to dinner on Christmas Dayi 
at£ushy House. 

At this time the Duchess of Wirtemburg had 
signified to her Royal parents her wish to return 
to England ; but was dissuaded from her purpose. 

This year not only closed the 18th century but 
va& also remarkable for the last meeting of the 
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BritbU paHiametit, whivht in amm^wmce of the 
Union of fingknd and Ireland^ was afterwards 
itjled the Imperial Parliameni,. 
. Tn tbe beginning of 1801 there were matrimo* 
nial proposab for the Princess Bophia, from, ac- 
cording to tbe report of the day» a German Vrinoe 
of high consideration. 

Her Majesty gave, aa usoal on Twelfth Day, to 
upwards of sixty poor families of the town and 
neighbonrhood of Windsor, in the greet kitdien 
at the Castle, a donation of beaf and soup. In the 
erening her Majesty and the Princess Elmbelli 
gave a hall and supper at the Queen's Lodge, to 
the domestics of the Queen's and Lower Lodges, 
to which a select number of her Majesty's trades* 
men and their families were invited. 

The King frequently participated, with iMid 
Chesterfield, Colonel Gwynn, and oilier spMts* 
meo, in the divertron of hunting : in February his 
Majesty had a severe cold, and a coaseqnent feyer, 
which pre?enled the Rf^yai Family from going to 
the Concert of Aacieni; Music* 

The Duchess of York had been obliged to go to 
Bath for her health, where it eon^eraUy .im* 
p'oved, and her Royal Highness (recently visited 
tbe various theatrical and musical entertainments 
there. 

Tbe Qoeeh held a drawing-room at St. James's 
palace^ March the S6th, being die' finst court 
day since his Majeaty's recovery, and a numeisons 
company ^of aobi^y and gratry assembled to &m^ 



ipr^^late the Qxte^a on tins joyful accaSiion. Hi« 
Majerty was not present. 

On April the 21st their Majesties and the Prin« 
cesses went to Kew Palace. The King took a 
daily aiiing in the gardens. The Royal Family 
rrtutbed to Iiondon, May the 29th^ and the Ring^ 
by th« iE^dvice of his physicians, ivent to Weymouth, 
where li^arm baths were prepared. The Roy at 
Family frequently visited the theatre* there. The 
first royal excursion by water was the mofst splendid 
<sver witnessed in Weymouth. The Charlotte 
yacht was magnificently fitted up for the receptioa 
of the King, Queen, and five Princesses, with 
Bumeroiis attendants : Sir H. Neale, commander. 
The Queen's band of Germans played to them a 
great part of the morning, and then her Majesty 
and the Prin<iesses amuted the ^King by singing 
various £nglish and Italian duets and trios, ac-* 
C09panied on the piano forte by Sir W* Parsons. 
The Queen and all the ladies dined wil^ the King 
in the state apartment, and the gentlemen in a 
superb cabin underneath them, where Sir H. Neale 
did the honoiinsi. The absence of the Princess 
Sophia of Gloucester was occasioned by her haying 
heard that morning of the death of her sister. Lady 
P.oratio Seymour. 

There Was a new arrangement at the Lodge 
this year : the equerries no I6^>er dined with the 
Royal Family, birt had a table to themselves, the 
ladies being only admitted to that honour. On 
account of the high pn^e of provisions^ and tfaB 



scarcity of com, his Majesty, by way of i^tttng' 
a good example to his subjects, abolished second 
courses. 

Oa the 14tfa of June the King, Queen, and Prin- 
cesses made an excursion to Windsor, and partook 
of an elegant entertainment provided by the Doke 
of Cumberland, at Cumberland Lodge. The Rdyal 
Family then returned to Weymouth, where the 
Prince of Wales was to hare been also, and the 
necessary preparations were made for his journey, 
but on coming out of the house hts Royal High- 
ness made a false step, which threw him oti his 
back, and bruised the spinal bone. Mr. Keate 
the surgeon was sent for from London : the reco« 
very of his Royal Highness, though he suffered 
excesstve pain, was rapid. 

During their Majesties* stay at Weymouth the 
Queen gave a splendid fete at Radipole, and em- 
ployed Mr. W. Fenley of the Weymouth theatre, 
to assist in the decorations. Being much pleased 
with one of Mr. Penley's children, her Majesty took 
the little boy under her protection, placed him at 
a school in Sherborne, till he attained his i7tb 
year, and then gave the youth a commission in the 
army, with 300 guineas to fit him out, whibh sum 
was paid for him by Colonel Desbrow. At 'the 
above-mentioned fete Mr. Peiiley, seated on an 
ass, spoke a comic address, and the last time their 
Majesties went this season to the Weymouth thea^ 
tre to see* the " Critic*' and " Blue-beard," Mr. 
Penley repeated th? address between the play and 
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entertainment. Their ]yajestie» and suite returned 
to Windsor, October the 3rd. 

Thtere was not the least symptom of disorder 
when his Majesty went to open the Imperial P^« 
liament. The Queen and Princesses partook of 
an elegant d^'eune at the Countess of Harrington's, 
where the Royal party saw the procession. The 
Queen had the Princess Charlotte of Wales on her 
knee the whole time, who appeared highly pleased 
with the sight. At four o'clock the King and 
Queen set off in their chaise to Rew, accompanied 
by their little g^and-daughter. 

A short4ived peace with the French Republic 
having been ratified, the Queen held a court, De- 
cember the 17th, when Monsieur Otto was pre- 
sented to her Majesty as Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the Republic of France. Madame Otto was 
npt' at court, owing to indisposition. The next 
morning the Queen gave a grand breakfast at 
Buckingham House, at which the Princess of 
Wales, with several branches of the Royal Family 
and the Princess of Orange, were present. 

l)uring the winter season the Royal Family 
came to town every Tuesday, and remained at the 
Queen's House till Friday. Every fortnight the 
Queen had a drawing-room, and on the alternate 
Thursdays their Majestic either visited places of 
entertainment or had {Parties. The proposals of 
marriage for the Princess Sophia were not ac« 
cepted. 

As the King came to town fVom Windsor to 
3 a 



370 MEMOIRS OF THC I^AtlS- 

Backingfiam Hotise, February the 12th, 1802,8 
poor woinariy a soldier*.^ wife, dropped down in a 
fit, with an infant chfid : the circumstance having 
been communicated to Princess Sophia of Glou- 
cester, who passed by at the same time, her Royal 
Highness made an enquiry of the woman's eircnm*^ 
stances, sent her half a guinea, artd ordered every 
necessary care to be taken of her at her Royal 
Highnesses expense. 

The Queen held a splendid Court on the anni- 
versary of his Majesty's birth-day this year, which 
was numerously attended, and which for grandeur 
and brilliancy exceeded any assemblage of noble 
and august personages that ever graced the Royal 
presence. There was no ball in the evening. Her 
Majesty gave an elegant concert at licr house in 
St. James's Park to a select company. Mrs. BiU 
lington's talents were on this occasion ejcerted *6 
gratify the Rdyal party. 

The Queen gave a grand rural fete at Frogmor^, 
June the 14th; detached dramas, pantomimic 
scenes, musical qiiartettos, &c. were prepared 
for this occasion Under the management df Prin- 
cess £]tizabeth, in which the principd coitiic per- 
formers of both theatres assisted. 

The peace with Buonaparte, or rather the trtrce, 
expired in 1803^. Considerable preparations^ hav- 
ing been made in the ports of France tod Holland, 
Jiis Majesty made a communication on the subject 
to both Houses of Parliament, March the 8th, and 
two days afterwards a second message imported 



the necessity of calliog^ out ^md embodying thf 
militia, or fineh part thereof as his Miye/sty might 
deepa eiepedi^Bl^ A loog aj^d protracted corres^ 
pomdrace h^ bem carried oa between the courts 
iff Papis ^wd liondon relative to Malta, the em^ 
g^unt princeiSf ^c. t aad w^ int^ervjew having take^ 
fdace JMween Lord Whitworth and the Chief 
Con$alj the British Ambasfifador set out on his re<- 
iiiro, and on the ]lBth of M^y government pvib- 
lifibtd a decUiratipn of their cau^e^ of qorpplajnt 
i^^mk Fjrap^, which was soon ioilowed by the 
jmni^g of htt^&^ of marqpe and roprisals. 

Th0 renewftl of hostilities o^cainoned much diA- 
^ffe^tMHiy pairticnlarly in Ireland. Dublin became 
ja aeene of A^arelvy and confusion in July, Lord 
Kilwarden, Lord Chief Ju^ti^^ of the K^ing's 
Bc^di, «frri«ed from his country bouse, acoom* 
panied by hisi dauglMter, Miss AVolfe, wd his 
'Depliew a yomg clergyman : his lordship mid bis 
n^^pbew were dragged from their carriiage, and 
piereed ^ith innum^mble Monnds; while IVli^s 
W^^lf^ escaped on foot, and fled to the castle to 
rebate ihs catastrophe. This rebellion was happily 
criji$beid with antoniabing facHity, and the chief 
loaders, particularfy Mr. Emmet, were ekeciited* 

Colonel Despard ^and twelve others were appro- 
hewM in London* /or n conspiracy to murder the 
Kmg ^ he i^turi^ firom Parliament at the open- 
iilg of the se^ion ; while other parties were to 
9^^ the Tow€^ and the Bank, to destroy the 
telegraph, and stop the mail coaches, which was 
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to be a signal to the disaiFected in the country- to 
march to their assistance. Colonel Despard W4is 
brought up for trial before a special commission, 
at the New Sessions* House, Southwark, and after 
an eloquent defence of his counsel, setting forth the 
romantic improbability of such a conspiracy, and 
honourable testimonies of his former conduct in 
the army by Lord Nelson, Sir Alured Clark, and 
Sir Evan Nepean, he was found guilty. Nine of 
the other conspirators were also found guilty; Lord 
Nelson solicited hin Majesty's pardon, in vain, for 
Colonel Despard, who, in his military career, had 
performed some brilliant exploits, and had been 
regarded as a meritorious officer. This unfortu«> 
nate man was executed with six of his associates^ 
three having been forgiven. 

The month of May, 1804, was marked by ano- 
ther change of the British Ministry. Mr. Adding- 
ton haying resigned, Mr. Pitt was appointed to 
resume his former office, from which he retired 
shortly previous to the peace with the French Be- 
public. Many reports had been circulated respect* 
ing a coalition between Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, Lord 
Grenville, &c. but the result proved otherwise, and 
the reinstated minister met with a most vigorous 
opposition frpm the minority. 

On the 14th of December the Spanish declara- 
tion of war against his Britannic Majesty was pub- 
lished at Madrid, and on the ]lth of January, 
1805, letters of marque and reprisal were issued 
out against Spain. 
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Mr. Whitbread having brought forward a motion 
in the House of Commons^ April the Sth^ agaiost 
Lord Melville^ as having connived at a gross mis- 
application of the public money by his agent, Mr. 
Trotter, Mr. Pitt, two days afterwards, announced 
the resignation of the accused as first Lord of the 
Admiralty. A motion for Lord Melville's im- 
peachment was carried in the House of Commons^ 
June the 2dth. 

The 28d of January, 1806, was marked by the 
demise of the Right Hon. William Pitt, in conse- 
quence of extreme debility, brought on by exces- 
sive anxiety and unremitting attention to business. 
The unfortunate issue of the war on the continent . 
was supposed to have accelerated his dissolution. 
The House of Commons decreed hini a public 
funeral, which was accordingly solemnized in 
Westminster Abbey, February the 22d. 

An entire change now took place in the ministry, 
of which Lord Grenvilie became the head. Lord 
Henry Petty filled tl^e vacant office of Mr. Pitt, 
as Chancellor of the Exchequer; the Right Hon. 
Thomas Lord Erskine was appointed Lord High <-> 
Chancellor of Great Britain, and the Right Hon. 
C, J. Fox took the place of Lord Mulgrave, ias 
one of his Majesty*s principal Secretaries of State. 
The ceremonial of tibe trial of Lord Melville 
commenced in Westminster Hall, April the 29th, 
when Mr. Whitbread addressed the peers in a niost 
nervous and eloquent speech of three hours and 
three quarters, However^ on the 17th dliy of trial, 
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the Noble ViscouDt wm bopourabiy acqailted. 
The Dakes of York^ Cumberland, Cambrklge'^ 
and Gkmceflter goMnlly voted — not guilty, and 
«be Duk«» of Clarence, Kept, and SuaseX'*-* 
guilty. 

The severe indiipoaition of Mn Foif, which had 
for flometime precluded his attwtion to business, 
terminated in his dissolntioa, Sej^ember the 13th, 
and, on the 10th of October, his remaios were cour 
veyed with great pcHonp and sdemnity to West- 
jBiMter Abbey, where tbey were^kposited within 
eighteen inches of the grave of WilUam Pitt, 
and immediately ac\joining the wonomaiitef JLord 
Chatham. 

The bill, commonly called the Catholic Bill, 
having for its object the emwdpation of papists 
from their [Present inability to hold places of trust, 
&c. in the British government, had been bnmgiit 
into parliament by the then ministers, attbough 
they were pwfeotly aware that his Majeaty, from 
a eonpcientious adherence io his coDonation oatfi 
mi the established r^rgbn of hh cbareh, would 
liever consent tio its passing into a law< His Ma- 
jesty, tbeiisfore, now demanded a solesnn pledge 
e^f liis mimsters^ that in esse of their conttnuing ii» 
office they idioidd make no new attenlpt of a simi- 
lar natone. This demand was peremptorily re- 
jf^dbtdi and the l^iag dismissed his iiiiniaters and 
placed at the head of liie new administration the 
Duke of Portland, as first Lord of the Treaawy ; 
the Right H<m. Spencer Perceval, as Chfineettar 



of tire E?ichequer^ dad Lord Eldmi as Lord Chati-^ 
cellor. Th^ abolition of the ulave-trade^ that 
nefarioiis and abominable traffic which had so long 
fo^n a disgrace to a free country, took place tbH^ 
year, at which the Queen and Princesses expretoed 
great satisfaction* 

Though her Majesty^s birth-day was celebrated 
as usual at the beginning of the year, yet, in May, 
1807, it was observed in a private manner at 
Windsor, by the assembling of most of the Royal 
Family to congratulate her Majesty oti the occasion* ^ 
The Princess Elizabeth^s birth-^day Was kept nlL 
Windsor in the same manner. 

His Majesty*s birth*day was also celebrated 
with great splendour, though tiMf coi»^t was de- 
prived of the presence of the King. Th^e havings 
been but few comis heM this year the concourse 
of people was very great. About half pifet twelve 
o'clock her Majesty and the Princesses kit II14 
Queen's Palace, with the i^iMess €barlotte oC 
Wales, in her Majesty's carriage, for St. James^a, 
in their morning dresses, and entered llie Palace . 
by the garden-gate, where there was «n imttieiisfe 
crowd to see them. After her Majesty and the 
Princesses had taken refreahmeitts they put tm 
their court dresses^ His Grace the Archbishop -ef 
Canterbury was tlien introduced to her Msgetty, 
and he delivered a congratulatory oratiott in BDg^ 
lish 'On the happy rdtum of the day. Sfit Majesty 
and the Princesses proceeded towards the grsfnd 
council chamber soote ^fter two o'clock, through 
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the grand suite of rooms in the palace, and notice 
having been given of the Queen's approach the 
centre door was instantaneously thrown open. The 
Princesses ranged themselves to the left of her 
Majesty towards the throne. The Prince of Wales 
entered immediately after, paid his respects to her 
Majesty, and remained in private conversation 
ivith her for about five minutes. At three o'clock 
the Princess of Wales entered the palace by the 
garden«gate : as her Royal Highness passed 
through the presence chamber and other rooms, 
where the spectators were assembled, they received 
her with clapping of hands, and on her return 
from the drawing-room the same mark of respect 
was shewn, although not the strict etiquette of a 
palace. Upon her Royal Highnesses entrance into 
the drawing-room she paid her respects to the 
Queen, after which she conversed with her Royal 
consort, then with the Princesses, and several of 
the company. Her Majesty received the numerous 
introductions in the usual manner; and continued 
to entertain the company with the greatest affabi- 
lity till near five o*clock, when she appeared much 
fatigued with the ceremonies of the day and re- 
tired. There were present, besides her Majesty, 
all the younger branches of the Royal Family, 
and the niost distinguished npbility and gentry of 
the country. 

His Majesty's sight was at this time much im- 
paired, notwithstanding which he held private 

levees. The perception of the eye, or the sense 
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6f Mein^, IacI almost Entirely disappeared iii botb 
©f the optic nerves^ The tndst eminent of thfe 
ihculty had fi'eqijeiit consultations on the subject 
of pei'fcyrming an operation^ and couching on tlie 
right eye was at length deemed expedient, Aviiich 
was attended with some temporary success. Theilr 
Majesties did not go to Weymouth this year M 
tbejr intended. : * x 

Tbe Clyde frigate^ which brought over the 
Duchess of Brunswick^ arrived vff Graveseird^ 
July the 6th. The Duchess landed tib^jnex^ tnorDK 
ing at 10 t>'€lock9 and went immedialieiyj to the 
New Tavern* where every preparation was made^ 
for the receptitm of this august Princess. The 
▼olnnteer artillery and the light infantry volunteers 
were out^ to shfew all possible respect to her Royal 
Highness. The mayor and corporation received 
the venerable PrincesiS^ with all due form, itnd 
deeply sensible of these demonstrations of regard 
her Royal Highness quitted the place in the Prin« 
cess of Wales's earri^ge^ with her attendants^ for 
Blackbeatb. 

Oh the 8th, about 12 o'clock, the FrincSm 
Charlotte of Wales, attended by Lady de Clifford, 
left her house in Warwick Street, in her carriagei 
and four, upon a visit to her Royal mother^ and to 
pay her ile^ects to the Duchess of Brunswick,, 
her grand-mothen In the evening tlie Princestf 
Charlotte reljUrned to Warwick House. 

Oo the 9th, his Majesty left Winds^or at tea 
o'clock in the morning, in his travelling earriage^i 
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for Blftckfawtb, on a Visit to hk Rdyai Sislsr.and 
tke Princess of Wales^ His Majesty arriTetl Ai 
the Princess's house about oie o'clock; and txA 
aBgliting frbm hii carriage he was reeeiTed by the 
Bucihess and the Princess. The itoeeting betl^eoi 
the King and his Sister leas reij ^ffMingy His 
Majesty pbrtdek of an early dioneiv and set off 
on his return to Windsor about five o'obdk. Tktt 
pebsiim of her Royal Highiless the! Dtubhea^ of 
Biwiswiok wbs now increased ^m:60Q&k. i^ 
H),0002. a ydir; 

Agreeabtei^' a nKsssag^ frocn tks Ki^ It wva 
agreed by. the Imperial PafUaikient '^ ikit hi« 
Majesty shonid be enabled tb setifo Frogittore^ 
with some appetwbagt^s^ on the Qvedi^ cbring Her 
own life and the iirb^ of the PrintfedMs, faer 
daughters/' 

On the Q2d^ about 12 o-dbok^ theit Majestic 
and the Priacesses arritiel at the QMen'ii Pldac^ 
fintn Windsor. The thikes (tf Kent and Gam^ 
bridge soon idftet paid their respects to tlieir Ma> 
jesties. After the Royal Family had ttken soitii 
wfmshdient^ her Majesty^ the Princesiies> tad the 
Duke of C^vklibt^dge set off in tbek* ctorrt«gtss flor 
Bia^kiioath^ to dia«. With the Btiefaess ^ B^oifs^ 
wick and iVincess <df Wlteli. 
. The PriiceaB CiiariiAte ^ Wales (left town in 
her tx*aveUittg oarrisige land foar for WtMrthiag^ 
(where she WM U mxmtk Ux ^ee^s,) attefiiiited %y 
lAdy de Gliflfofd, gfoVeiHiW^ and Mrs. Udn^y^ her 
sabtgb^t^oegd. A liouse had bi^e^ takeh «b W<Kt> 
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thing for her Royal Highnoifl, very near the sea, 
and his Majesty, to cover the expences, presented 
her with. 1000/. Her Royal Highnesses principal 
exercise was riding on an ass in the pleasure* 
grounds and fields attached to the premises, which 
generally attracted the curiosity of the inhabitants, 
yisitors, and travellers fropi Loodoai to Brighton, 
and her Royal Highness frequently rode close to 
the paling to gratify their curiosity, and very plea- 
santly conversed with them. Two attendants folf 
lowed her Royal Highness to beat the ass, which 
afforded eousider»bie amusement. 

On Sunday evening, August the 2nd, their 
Msgeaties and the Princesses walked on Windsor 
Terrace, which was much crowded, but not so 
genteelly attended as usual : many iv^e turned off 
for intoxication. The Marquis of Thomond, who 
was walking near their Majesties, seeing a person 
not uncovered, while the King was passing, 
stepped up to him and took his hat off; upon which 
he struck the mai^quis and kicked him. He was 
immediately secured and kept in custody till their 
Majesties went off the Teri^ace, when he was eit- 
amined before Colonel Desbrow. The man said 
that he had taken his hat off while his Majesty 
passed, and did not put it on again until his Ma- 
jesty had retired about ten paces. He was set at 
liberty with a reprimaud. 

His Majesty was always attached to Windsor 
Palace, which, for salubrity of air and grandetff 
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qf Maod^afieU^ with a vuiit tlw year; where they 
wera auoiptuoualy entertained. 

The Countess of Craven's aj^pearance at eouf t 
at her Majesty's drawing-room^ May the 12th, 
excited much ourioaity. She weat in a new chair, 
attended by two footmen in new white livedea^ 
The Queen received her in the most condescendingf 
manner. The whole of the noble eari's relatives 
were present on the occasion. 

Her Majesty's birth-day was again celebrated 
thi$ year in a private manner, by the aesembling 
of the whole of the Royal Family, and a select 
party of friends, at Windsor. The Dnke and 
Duchess of York, the Dnkes of Comberlandf Kent, 
Sussex, and Cambridge, Ix>rds Somerville, and 
St. Helens, Mr. Buokley and lady, Generala 
Crarth» Gwynne, Haroourt, Fitzroy, and Dakin, 
arrived at an early hour. His Majesty, the Royal 
Pokes, Frincessas Augusta, £$ophia, and Amelia* 
accompanied by the lords aud gentlemen, rode on 
horseback, in Windsor Park, tiU 12 o'ok>ck. The 
Royal Dukes and Princesses then went to Frogr 
more to meet the Queen and Princesses Elizabeth 
and Mary ; they remained there till paist three, and 
then returned to the Palace to dinner at four 
o'clock, where the Prince, the Princes and]Prin<- 
CMS Charlotte of Wales, and Duke .of Clarence^ 
had arrived. 

The Royal Family visited the British Museum 
on the 3d of June« The Queen, the Prince of 



Waks/ the Dukes of GiiiDbeiiand and Cambrid^e^ 
and the Princ6s6es arrived in three carriages, a IHtia 
before oner of clock. They ivere received by the 
Archbisbop of Canterbary, the Lord Chaneellory 
ihe Earls of Dartmoath and Ayiesford/ Lord St. 
Helens, the Speaker of the HiMse of €!omitions» 
Sirs J. Banks and W. Scott, Mr. Fianta, -the 
librarian, and several o^rs, who condncted th<i 
Royal Family to a new wing added to the building*) 
and riiowed them the cariosities, widi Hvliidk they 
appedred liighly amused : it was twenty years siii«e 
hef Majeety had been tfaere. Tiie Itoyat party 
paitook of aoaae refreshmratft, aiid teft the M asenm 
at three o'«cldok. 

The dmwing^-rMOi on the Kings's birth-day was 
well attended^ but his Majesty was not preseiit. 

The i^in^ itill held hts private levees, enjoyed 
gnood healthy and generally «ippeared diee^fiil. 
Eviery ^e Scsiday ev^enifig he continued to gratify 
the loyal crowds, who resorted to Windsor, with his 
presence on ibe tetraoe. Th€ mornings of the 
Koyal Family were generally spent on horseback 
in ttke Pal'k, and the rest of the day was usually 
filled up in a calm domestic way, enlivened by sach 
Utile plans of entertainment a^ v^ete suggested by 
the taste of the Pnncesses. On the lOrti of An- 
goat her iEleyai Highness the Princess £!lii5sl)eth 
gav^e a splendid fete at her charming little cottage 
near Old Windsor, to her Majesty and her R6yal 
sisters, to whii^h abotrt one hundred and twenty of 
the neighbouring nobility stnd gentry were invited. 
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Ber Royal Highness, ^ith her accastom^ attend 
tion to gratify the juvenile part of her company, 
bad prepared a rustic fair on. the lawn, where 
booths were erected, and furnished with toys and 
trinkets of all kinds, selected by her own taste^ and 
adapted for the youthful minds to which they were 
presented. Midst this assemblage of royalty, rank^ 
and fashion, the charms of music were called in to 
^id the general effect : the bands played a number 
of martial tunes on the lawn. A rapid transitiont 
from those warlike strains to the dnlcet notes of 
softer melody, and of the merry dance, prompted 
the yoanger branches to ailiven the scene by featly 
tripping it away on the green sward, nntil more 
substantial amusement called their attention to the 
internal regulations of four superb marquees, amply 
supplied with every delicacy. At three the com- 
pany sat down, and enjoyed the festive scene till 
seven, when her Majesty and the Princesses re^i^ 
turned to the Cas(tle. 

A grand fete was given at Oatlands by the 
Duchess of York, in honour of her Royal husband's 
birth-day, to their Majesties, the Royal Family, 
and a splendid assemblage of rank and fashion* 
At half-past twelve their Majesties and the Prin* 
cesses arrived, and were received at the grand 
entrance by the Royal host and hostess, accompa^ 
nied by the Prince of Wales. The Royal party 
immediately rambled into the park, where two 
marquees were pitched on the lawn ; in one was a 
irnilitary band, playing martial and appropriater 
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airs ; in the other, to which their Majesties vrere 
led, was a joyous party of fifty orphan ehildren, 
supported under the patronage of her Royal High- 
ness, regaling on a comfortable dinner, provided 
for them by their kind patroness. The King and 
Queen were highly delighted with the scene, and 
also the children with the affable attentions of the 
Royal party. Their Majesties having partaken of 
an early dinner, returned to Windsor, but the re- 
maining party staid till a late hour. 

The nfext day the Queen gave a dinner at Frog- 
more, with splendid accompaniments, to a large 
party of the nobility and gentry. This fete was also 
^ under the direction of the Princess Elizabeth. All 
the Royal brothers were there, and at three they sat 
down to dinner with her Majesty in a large Chinese 
tent on the lawn,, the rest of the company being 
entertained in the same style in surrounding mar- 
quees. The bands of the Blues and Staffordshire 
played during the repast, and the Pandeans from 
Yaoxhall being introduced after dinner, the juve- 
nile part of the company were gratified by a rustic 
ball. His Majesty having arrived from town in 
the evening, joined the festive party, and partici- 
pated in the general cheer. 

November the 33d, the Queen and the Princesses 
honoured Lady Charlotte Finch with a morning visit 
at her apartments in St. Jameses Palace. At half- 
past three o'clock, her Majesty, the Princess Char- 
lotte of Wales^ the Dukes of York, Clarence, 
Kent, Cumberland^ and Sussex, dined with t|;ie 
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Duke of Cambridge at his apartments in St^ 
James's Palace. 

Jerome BaoDaparte^ brother of Napoleon, £mr 
peror of France, was married this year to Frederica 
Catherine of Wirtembm^g, and thus became allied 
to their Majesties* eldest daughter, now the Queen 
of Wirtemburg. 

In 1809, Colonel Wardle, almost a new eha- 
Fficter, without political connections, appeared in 
the House of Commons, the public accuser of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, as Com- 
inanjder-in-Chief, for the improper sale of comr 
missions. The elevated character of the accused 
gave a solemnity to the investigatioUy which it 
would not perhaps have acquired in any other place 
than in the great council of the nation, assembled 
in its judicial capacity. To support these charges, 
J^r^. Clarke, a discarded mistress of the Duke, at 
this time said to be kept by Colonel Wardle, was 
produced as the principal, and indeed almost (we 
may add) the only witness. His Royal Highness 
yery properly gave way to the voice of popular 
clamour, and resigned his sitqatipn as commanderT 
in-chief. 

The happy event of his Majesty's entrance into 
the fiftieth year of his reign — an event which had 
pccurred only twice before in English jhistpry, wajj 
celebrated by a jubilee, October the 25th. The 
d^y was one of the finest imaginable for the season, 
and favoured the public expressions of satisfaction 
in t^i^ighest degree. The illuminations »{ Londo.c) 
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were very grand. The ipvbole of Kew was alsa 
illuminated. A grand gothic ardh was erected^ 
from the centre of which a star of vast dimensions 
was suspended) and underneath a medallion of his 
Majesty, (a very correct likeness^) witlrthe motto 
— " Virtue, Honour, and Glory." 

The inhabitants of Windsor manifest^ their 
loyalty on this occasion in the most conspicuous 
manner. On the 24th, an ox was given by Cornet 
Fenwiek, of the Royal Blues, to be roasted whole 
in Bachelor's Acre, and which was exultingly car- 
ried through the town, together with two fat sheep, 
given by Messrs. Bannister and Adams, his Ma- 
jesty's butchers, to be also roasted whole in the 
same place. The Bachelors of Windsor, bearing 
white wands, escorted them through the town^ foU 
lowed by a considerable portion of the populace, 
with loud acclamations. The procession arrived 
in Bachelors' Acre about dusk, when the ox was 
immediately put down, and every thing prepared 
for roasting the sheep. At two o'clock the next 
morning the fire was lighted, and the ox began to 
turn on the spit^ to the great delight of the spec- 
tators, a great number having assembled at that 
early hour. At nine the sheep were put to the fire, 
on each side of the ox. At ten the Windsor vo- 
lunteers, and the mayor and corporation, went to 
church in procession: shortly after his Majesty 
took a ride in the park, and down the long walk, 
attended by several of the Boyal Dukes. 

Mr, Tumerelli presented his jubilee bust of the 
3 C2 
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King to the Queen, at the castle. He afterwards 
waited on her Majesty at Frogmore, by appoint^ 
ment, to place the bast in a consjHCuous situaticHi. 
The likeness was excellent, and greatly approved 
of by the Qaeen, the Princess Elizabeth, the Duke 
of Sussex, and others of the Royal Family. 

At one the ox and sheep were taken up. The 
bachelors had previously caused boards to be laid 
froni the scene cf action to a box, which had been 
prepared for her Majesty and the Royal Famfly to 
survey the entertainments; and they graciously 
accepted the invitation to view it close. Their path 
was lined by the Bachelors, acting as constables, to 
keep off tlie crowd. They appeared much grati- 
fied by the spectacle, walked round the apparatus, 
and returned to their box. Her Majesty waQied 
with the Duke of York. The Royal party were 
followed by the mayor and corporation. When 
the 'animals were carveil, the first slice was offered 
to the illustrious visitors, which was accepted* 
Shortly after the carving had commenced, and the 
pudding begun to be distributed, the eflbrts of the 
Bachelors to keep off the crowd vrere useless: 
some of the Royal Blues, on horseback, assisted 
in endeavouring to repel them, but in vain. The 
pudding was thrown to those who remained at a 
distance, and a hundred scrambles were seen in the 
same instant. The bread was distributed in a si- 
milar way, and also the meat. A considerable 
quantity of it was thrown to a butcher, who, 
elevated above the crowd, catching large pieces in 
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ohe hand, and holding a knife in the other, cut 
smaller pieces off, and let them fall into the hands 
of thosre beneath, who were on the alert to catch 
them. 

The Queen was attended by the Dukes of York, 
Clarence, and Sussex, and the Princesses Au^sta, 
filizabeth, and Sophia. The Princesses and the 
nobility wore blue ribbons, inscribed — ** The 60th 
year, may God bless him who blesseth us/* 

On this occasion the Queen gave a superb fete 
at Frogmore. At half-past nine o'clock the gates 
were thrown open for the nobility, gentry, and 
others, having tickets of admission. On the en^ 
trance into the gardens, the spectator was struck 
with astonishment and delight at the charming and 
fanciful scene of variegated lamps, of different 
figures and colours. The avenues and walks were 
hung with brilliant coloured lamps, in the shape 
of watchmen's lanterns. The lawns adjoining td 
the house afforded a rich display of the choicest 
shrubs and plants taken from the green*house. 
At 10 o'clock the Queen arrived, and after her 
Majesty had joined the company the fire-works 
began, at the conclusion of which there suddenly 
appeared on the beautiful piece of water opposite 
the garden front of the house, two triumphal cars, 
drawn by two sea-horses each, one occupied by 
Neptune, and preceded by the other wi^ a band 
of music. The cars had a very superb appearance. 
On coming to the temporary bridge, erected over 
the eanal, opposite the garden front, transparencies. 
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were displayed in an equally sadden and unex* 
pected manner on the battlements, with the words 
— ^ Rale Britannia — Britannia rules the waves*' 
inscribed on them. At the same moment the band 
struck up the tune. Opposite the bridge an elegit 
Grecian temple was erected on a mount, surround- 
ed by eight beautiful marble pillars : The interior 
of the temple was lined with purple, and in the 
centre was a large transparency of the Eye of 
Providence, fixed, as it were, upon a beautiful 
portrait of his Majesty, surmounted by stars of 
lamps. From the temple a double stair-case de* 
scended to the water's edge. On the windings of 
the staircase were nine altaris M'ith burning in- 
cense. On the lawn twelve marquees were erected, 
where the company partook of tea and coffee 
during the fireworks. Covers were laid in the 
principal dining-rooms, and at 12 o^clock the com- 
pany sat down to an elegant supper, consisting of 
all the delicacies of the season. The frames were 
beautifully done in emblematic figures, part of 
which represented Britannia kneeling^ by the lion, 
the Eye of Providence above, and underneath was 
written by her Royal Highness the Princess Eliza- 
beth '< Britannia, grateful to Providence, cele- 
brates the 50th year of a reign sacred to Piety and 
Virtue." 

Her Majesty and the branches of the Royal 
Family present, retired at half past one, when the 
company began to depart. Among the visitors 
weire the Earls of Uxbiidge, Harcourt, and Car- 
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digan ; Lord St. Helens and Walsingham ; Coun- 
tesses of Cardigan and Harcourt; Ladies Cranley, 
Sective, &c. 

On the 1st of November the corporation of the 
City of London proceeded to the Queen^s Palace 
with a congratulatory Address to his Majesty upon 
his entering the 50th year of his reign^ which was 
most graciously received. 

January the ITth, 1810, the Persian A^tnbassa* 
dor was presented to her Majesty at St. James^s^ 
with great ceremony. Her Majesty's carriage 
and six horses, with three footmep in grand liveries, 
conveyed his Excellency to court. The presents 
from the Persian court to the Queen, consisted of 
three boxes of jewels, several choice shawls, and 
a curious carpet. 

The next day her Majesty held a drawing-room, 
as usual oin the celebration of her birth-day, to re* 
ceive the congratulations of the nobility and per- 
sons of distinction. Her Majesty, the Princesses 
Augusta, Elizabeth, Mary, and Charlotte of Wales, 
left the Queen's Palace about 12 o'clock, escorted 
by a party of the Life Guards, and proceeded to 
the apartments of the Duke of Cumberland in 
St. James's Palace, where her Majesty and the 
Princesses dressed, in consequence of that part of 
the Palace, destroyed by a recent fire, and which 
had been devoted to that purpose, not having been 
rebuilt In the Poet Laureates Ode ibr the New 
Year, (which was performed on the present occa- 
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mm in the grand council chamber) was the follow* 
ipg allusion to the length of his Majesty's reign: 

** Though looking back through many an age 
Since Egbert first our Saxon sires obey'd. 

No King recorded stands on History*s page 
So long, who England's golden sceptre swayM. 

Ob, yet tbrougb many a rolling year 
Long ! long may Albion's joyful race. 
Behold a crown, to Freedom sacred, grace 

The man they lore — the Sovereign they revere !" 

The Princess Charlotte of Wales remained in 
the Duke of Cumberland's apartments till about 
half past three. The Princess of Wales was at 
court, but the Prince was not. In the evening 
their Majesties had a select party to tea and cards. 

In consequence of a message from the King a 
pension to his Majesty^s nephew of 7000/. per 
annum was agreed to by the House of Commons;. 
As the sum of 10,000/. per annum had been voted 
about two years before for the Duchess of Bruns- 
wick, the present pension occasioned some debate. 
Mr. Tierney thought the Droits of the Admiralty 
were sufficient to defray those expenses without 
burthening the country with additional pensions. 
Mr. Perceval observed that his Majesty had given 
large sums out of those Droits of Admiralty for 
the service of the country. From the account of 
the Droits laid before Parliament, it appeared that 
the net proceeds from 1793 amounted to 7,344,990/. 

17 
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kirising chiefly from Spanish, Danish, and Dutch 
iseizures. Out of this sum 3,032,990/. had been paid 
for captures, &c. ; 2,653,261 Z. had been appropriat- 
ed to the public service ; upwards of 100,000/. for 
special services, and 171^500/. bestowed in gifts to 
Various branches of the Royal Family^ viz, 
1805^ Oct. 14. Princess of Wales ^.26,000 
Dtike of Cumberland 15^000 
Duke of Kent - - * 30,000 
Nov. 21. Duke of Gloucester - 19,500 
1806, April 8. Duke of Kent - ^ ^ 10,000 
Duke of Cambridge - 20,000 
Duke of Sussex - - 20^000 
Duke of Cumberland - 5,000 
Duke of Clarence * 20,000 
July 14. Duke of Kent ... 6,000 
Duke of York - ^ . 20,000 



£.171,500. 
On the King's birth-day the Royal Dukes break** 
fasted ieith their Majelsties at the Queen's Palace, 
and paid their respects, to their Royal Sire on the 
return of the day. At noon the Queen and Prin- 
cesses wont to St. James's Palace to dress ; after 
which they proceeded to the grand council cham* 
ber, where her Majesty took her station under the 
throne, snrrounded by the Princesses, Dukes of 
Kent, Sussex, &c. The archbishop of Canterbury, 
'in pronouncing the oration of congratulation, vrhich 
concluded with a wish that his Majesty might live 
long to dispense blessings amongst his people, ap- 
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peared mnch affected ; and her Majesty and "Ale 
Princess Elizabeth shed tears. TFhere wtsre pre- 
tent besides the Queen (who Was covered wKh dia« 
"monds of immense Talue) theTrim^esses Attjg^sta, 
EKeabeth, and Sophia, the 'Princess ofWdles, Hie 
Duchess of York, the. Princess "Sophm of Oloo- 
tester, the Prince of Wates, the l>nkes of York^ 
Clarence, Kent, Oambridg'e, tmd Gloncester, the 
Ardhbishops t>f Canterbury trnd York, the Cabinet 
Ministers, and a numerous assemblage erf nobility 
and persons of dtsttnctiou of both nexes. His 
Majesty was not present, and, owing to the afflict- 
ing state of his eyes, it was'feared that St. James's 
Palace, or any other public place, would never be 
honoured "with his presence any more. His Ma« 
j^y, notwithstanding, enjoyed excellent health, 
and looked Tery well. 

-Her Royal Highness Princess Amelia, though 
her restoration to health bad been celebrated by a 
fete at Frogrtore, SA not enjoy ^<(tate of perfect 
convalescence. Her 'Royal Highness was affiiiCted 
with a sore leg, and early this year, all the -Royal 
Family, as well as the phymcians, were in constant 
attendance on the Princess, at Windsor. 'Her 
; Royal Highness's health had been in the most 
melancholy state ever since t^e Jubilee. It was 
itbought about the latter did of summer that rfie 
was rapidly mending, but these libpes proved fal- 
lacious early in October. "^Every possible precau- 
tion was taken at Windsor to prevent the ^Princess 
irom being distarbed by noise. ' St. Alban'ti Street 



whete, she wa» confined, was covered v^ry tiuckly^ 
with sitraw. The Queea visited h^r Royal High- 
]ies»« every daj^ about 12 o'clock^ and repeated her 
visits two or three times a. day. The King:, after 
pautiaking of hisr early dinner, soon after one 
Q'clockf went in his C2u:riag^ to Visit h^r. On the 
IQth his JVIajesty experienced a very distressing 
Qircimstanqe : on his entering the house he met 
%, clei^yman, the object of whose visit he knew 
must have been to administer the sa4?ramient to. her 
Boyal Hig.hnessi which affected his Majesty so 
muck while conversing with the clergyiBan» that 
he could scarcely proceed into the house. Thd 
Doctors had agreed that morning that it was. nob 
probable that her Royal Highness wouldf survive 
24 hours, and had given permission for her to eat 
and drink whatever shd fancied. Her Royal High* 
ixess expressed a wiak to havei some porter, and shat 
s^cordiogly had a glnss qI bottled porter, whicb 
iippewed toi refresk her very much^ and she had a 
gentke sleep afterwards^ The flattering hope that 
her Royal Highness had beieA rapidly mending had 
beea occasioned by tk^ application of some strong 
poultices tOf her feet, fgov^ which, she appeared to. 
e^jierien^ comidsnable relief. AU her Royal 
bi?otherS) aod sisters fn^^qneatl^ visiled her* On the 
UaSth th^. bidktin s|;aied that her Royal Highness* 
hfid a con»fortaUe nig^t and was. much better. 
Tbie livel^' interest whi^k ki&l IVIa^sty fek in these 
Tieissitedea W9s obs^r^^ to have an alacming in-w 
Aom^i ia§m ht« fi^^lMg^ Sttoa after* the King 
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received from his physicians the afflicting report, 
that the Princess might be no more in an hoar, oe 
that she might languish for many days; bat they 
felt it their duty to apprise his Majesty of the immi- 
nent danger in which she then was. From that 
time the King^s agitation was manifest; He passed 
some days in excessive grief, and some days, acr 
cording to the gleams of hope, was equally elevated 
by expectation. He at times kept the physicians 
with him, when they made their report, two or 
three hours, in minute enquiries : he was accus- 
tomed to receive reports every morning at seven 
o*clock, and afterwards every two hours in thc^* 
day. At three o'clock he was regularly at thq 
lodge to visit her. 

Her Royal Highness had given orders to Mr, 
Randell.tp prepare a ring for his Majesty, which 
she wished to have immediately, as she now be- 
4:ame sensible pf her approaching dissolution. It 
was 12 o'clock before Mr. Rundell left her Royal 
Highness, and he undertook to be back from Lon- 
don before three o'clock the following day. One 
of Mr. Rnndell's men knocked up a Frenchman 
(Lebarre) at two o'clock in the morning, to do 
the principal part of the ring. The jeweller brought 
the ring to her Royal Highness at a quarter before 
three, so that there was plenty of time before the 
King wen* to visit the Princess. On his Majesty's 
approaching the bed of the Princess, he put out his 
band to take hold of hers aswashisdaily custom, and 
berRoyM Highness at that time put the ripg on his 
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finger, without saying any thing, which agitated 
him very much. The inscription was her Roys^l 
Highnesses name, and the words ** Remember 
me/' A lock of her Royal Higbness's hair was 
worked into the ring« 

This long afflicted Princess was released from 
her protracted sufferings op the Srd of November, 
imd on the 13th her remains were interred in St* 
George's chapel. A solemn silence pervaded 
Windsor during the \f(bole of the day. Between 
^he hours of six and eight in the evening a great 
many carriages drew up at the private entrance to 
Ht. George's chapel. The principal mourners 
came in these, and among them several of the 
Royal Dukes. At eight the procession moved 
from Augusta Lodge. The servants of the Royal 
yamily came first on foot j after them, four trum- 
peters on white horses appeared slowly advancing, 
playing at the same time ** the Dead March in 
Saul.'- They were followed by a detachment of 
the Royal Blues, to which succeeded the Body, 
in a plain hearse, drawn by eight horses. The 
hearse waisf followed by a carriage, in which were 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of Cambridge. 
The second carriage contained the Countess of 
Chesterfield (chief mourner) and her attendants. 
The carriages of the Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of Cambridge, each drawn by six Horses, 
followed and closed the cavalcade. 

The procession moved slowly to the south en- 
trance of St. George's chapel. A temporary porch 
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had been ihere erected, lined with hkick clolh. 
Sight yeomen, who walked by the side. o£ tbm 
hearse, took out the coffiik and bore it ojx ih^'m 
shoulders into the^chapeL The grooms, trompetera^ 
and servants tiled oflf at the outer doos» and th^ 
body was received by the fag^esb of thet l^ja) 
Family, the dean, prebendary^ tmmi the chok* 

The anthem concluded* the funeral service, wa^ 
read by the Dean of Windsor, from the su^Cerancet 
stall. An appropriate Dirge was thea sang, anA 
the body was deposited in n temporai;y vajuU, wbert^ 
it remained till Cardinal Wols^y'Sv chapel wan. 
finished. 

Nothing could be more awfully inifjcessive tbai^ 
the whole c^ thiamelaAcholy speetaclqw TH^e grieC- 
sn naturally felt for an amiable Princess thusw (ire<* 
maturely snatched away, seemed i edpuhled at that 
moment, which was to consign her rc^mai^s to^ 
moulder in lh^ tomb, while die mournful office. q€ 
reodiering; *' dost ta<hist'' was^perfoipnung: the pen- 
sive air of sorrow,, and the sympatUsing teap^ 
wherever the eye was turned, presented th^mselvea 
to viewv The anxiety of the public to witness^ tho^ 
performance of the sad rites ca^used ac^nsidetable 
number of persons to asseu^le at the doof^ of th^ 
chapel, between four and five in the alfcernoon:. . 
The door was thrown open to those who ha4 ob«« 
tained tickets at ajbout six, and tkue north ai^sile wair^ 
immediately filled^ The whote wa^^^aver by el^iccA 
o'clock,, when th^ processioa returned w it went 

The <^en was. exceedingly afipicted by th^ 
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19(^viTisisind AHred liad iieA in their inffisncy ; Imt 
the ioss df a ^JPrincess, who had attaitved the age 
of!27yeafs, \vas of a more serioas nature. The 
King's agitation 'became alarming ; the deceased 
*ftrince)5swas his favourite daughter, as before m- 
timatedy and the affecting incident of the ring, put 
xipon his Majesty's finger by the dying object of 
iiis tenderness, completed the i^hock his nature liad 
received. The gentleman whose duty it was to be 
near his Royal person, felt it necessary to commu- 
nicate to Mr. ^Perceval the dbvious alteration that 
had taken place in his Majesty's speech and de- 
^ortment* On the 25th of October this became 
more manifest, and the nestt day it was so alarming 
that a council was held : the Lord Chancellor was 
sent for; Dr. Heberden was directed to attend, 
and orders were given that the physicians and 
medical attendants only should have access to the 
royal apartments. On the 29th Xord Eldon and 
Mr. Terceyal had a long audience of the Queen, 
and afterwards received the opinion of the physi- 
cians, . who all concurred in declaring that the fev^r 
might . speedily subside, but in his present state 
they did pot consider his Majesty to be able to 
attend to business. Upon this report the Ministers 
felt it to be inconsistent with their responsibility to 
submit to his Majesty, for the sign manual, the 
commission for the prorogation of Parliament; 
and without such sign manual the Lord Chancellor 
knew that he could not put to it the Great Seal. 
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In this melancholy suspension of the execative 
power, messengers were dispatched for the inima- 
diate attendance in London of all the great officers 
of state, the Archbishop of Canterbury^ the Mar-^ 
quis of Wellesley, the president of the council, 
&c. and the first bulletin waslssued, which was sent 
in every direction to the friends of administrati<m« 

On the 30th another council was held, and the 
report of the physicians having been that the fever 
had not abated, circular letters were sent, request- 
ing the attendance of members in town for the 
meeting of the two Houses, November the 3rd, as 
it was found to be improbable that the further pro- 
rogation could take place. On that morning another 
council was held, and Lord Eldon, Mr. Perceval, 
the Marquis Wellesley, Mr. Ryder, and other 
members of the cabinet, went to Windsor, to exa- 
mine the physicians and determine from the state 
of his Majesty's health, whether it would be proper 
to take his pleasure on the important document 
which had been prepared according to his previous 
command. They unfortunately found this to be 
impossible, by the continuance of the disorder, 
though his Majesty had passed a better night, and 
the symptoms were more flattering. They ac- 
cordingly returned to town, and an adjournment 
to November the 15th was moved in both Houses j 
on that day a call of the house was ordered, and 
in the interim, the Speaker was directed to write 
a circular letter to all sheriffs of counties, stewards 
of towns and boroughs, to acquaint their represen- 
tatives thereof. 
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The death of tha Princess Amelia had been 
announced to his Majesty on the 4thy or rather 
he anticipated the information ; for when Sir H« 
Halford entered his chamber, and was beginniug 
a conversation leadings to the point, his Majesty 
«aid to him — " I find by jour manner that my 
poor girl is no more — I am prepared for the event 
— she is happy." Several hours after, his Majesty 
xeturned to the subject, enquired if.it was not so,. 
and spoke of the past sufferings of his daughter, 
with resignation and composure. His Majesty 
also recc^nised Dr. Reynolds by the voice. 

Early on the 7th, by the advice of Sir H. Hal- 
ford, Drs. Reynolds, Heberden, and Baillie, and 
with the approbation of the Queen, the Prince and 
Royal Dukes, Dr. Willis was sent for by express 
to attend the King, and the Doctor arrived at 
Windsor. After he had consulted with the four 
doctors, and seen his Majesty, he set off in a 
chaise and four for London. The doctor returned 
to Windsor in the evening. At 12 o'clock at 
night, a chaise and four arrived at the castle, with 
two gentlemen in it. Dr. Willis called upon them, 
and appeared displeased that they had not ttiade 
more haste to Windsor. He conducted them to 
the castle. Dr. Willis attended his Majesty, ac« 
companied by the other physicians. 

On the return of his Majesty's iualady, which 

was considered to be as violent as it had been in 

1788-9, a prayer was ordered to be read in all 

Cathedrals, Churches, &c. before the Litany, or 

3e 
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before the Prayer, for "all conditiqiis of men/' 
&c. which is still continued to be read in several 
churches — the Temple, Lincoln's Inn, &c. 

During the momentary meeting of parliament 
on the Idth, his Majesty's disorder appeared to 
have bad a singular turn for the better ; but after* 
wards relapsed into restlessness and fever.' Afar-* 
ther adjournment from the loth to. the 29th was, 
^fter some opposition in the House of Commons, 
agreed to. 

On the 29tb, the report of his Majesty's physi- 
cians was received in the House of Commons, and 
Mr. Perceval observing that there was a great 
prohahilily of the King's recovery, proposed ano« 
ther adjournment for fourteen days; declaring, that 
at the expiration of that period, unless such an 
amendment should take place in his Majesty's 
health, as to afford a reasonable hope of his speedy 
recovery^ he should not consider it consistent 
^ith the public interest, farther to delay taking 
parliamentary steps to supply the deficiency of the 
executive government. After an animated debate^ 
an adjournment to December the 13th was carried 
by a majority of 98. 

On the meeting of both houses, a committee of 
21 members each was appointed to examine the 
physicians^ who had attended his Majesty during 
bis illness. The ejioamination of Dr. Reynolds by 
the committee of the House of Commoi^, on the 
14th, lasted three hours. Dr. Reynolds had atr 
tended his Majesty on all the four occasipns of 
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similar indisposition^ and consequently liis exami- 
nation was carried to more length. Dr. Bailli^, 
who had not attended his Majesty on any of the 
preceding attacks^ was only half an bdUr under 
examination. 

When the King^s blindness first rendered him 
Bn2(.ble to read for himself any public document, 
or to sign it, unless the paper were put before 
him, and his hand guided to the particular place 
where the signature should appear, a person was 
employed as his private secretary. In addition to 
blindness, his Majesty was at this time afflicted 
with deafness, which rendered the case more de- 
plorable. The physicians said, that they had nev^r 
witnessed a case precisely like that of his Majesty V. 
Dr. Willis applied the term derangement to tb^ 
Ring's disorder, in contradistinction to instmityj 
and thus explained himself : '' 1 consider the King'it 
derangement, as more allied to delirium, than 
insanity; whenever the irritation in his Majesty 
arises to a certain point, he uniformly becomes 
delirious. In delirium, the mind is actively employ* 
ed upon past impressions, upon former objetrts and 
scenes which rapidly pass in succession before it, 
resembling in that case a person talking in his 
sleep. There is also considerable disturbance in 
the general constitution ; great restlessn/essr, great 
want of sleep, and total unconsciousness of sur- 
rounding objects. In insanity, there may be little 
or no disturbance, apparently, in the general con- 
stitution ; the mtnd is occupied upon some fixed 
3b2 
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assumed idea, to tbe trutb of which it will pertU 
uacioa^ly adhere^ in opposition to the plainest 
etidence of its falsity^ and the individual is acting 
always upon that false impression. In insanity, 
also, the mind is always awake to objects which 
are ptesent. Taking insanity, therefore, and deli* 
rium, as two points, I would place derangement of 
mind somewhere between them. His Majesty's 
illness uniformly partakes more of the delirium 
than of insanity.'* 

Mr. Perceval, in the House of Commons, on 
Deceniber the 21st, divulged his promised ideas 
concerning a Regency; He was willing to con- 
fide the office to the Prince of Wales, but he 
would bestow the Regency, by means of a bill, 
instead of an address, and limit it to a short time, 
in the expectation of a recovery on the part of 
the King. His Royal Highness was to be under 
restrictions during the interim, though several 
members ingeniously argued on the propriety of 
his being appointed unlimited Regent. The minis- 
ters had a majority, and the Royal Dukes united 
in signing the following protest against their pro- 
ceedings. 

Protest. 
"Sir, 

**The Prince of Wales having assembled the 
whole of the male branches of the Royal Family, 
and having comniunicated to us the plan intended 
to be proposed by his Majesty's confidential ser- 
vants, to the Lords and Commons, for the esta- 



blishment of a restricted Regency, should the 
continuance of his Majesty's ever-to-be'-deplored 
illness render it necessary, we feel it a duty we 
owe to his Majesty, to our country, and to our- 
selves, to enter our solemn protest againrt mea>- 
^uresy- we consider as perfectly unconstitutional, at 
they are contrary to, and sub^versive of, the prin« 
ciples, which seated our family upon the throne of 
this Realm/' 

(Signed) Frederick, 

William, ' 
Edward, 
Ernest, 

Augustus Frederick, : 
Adolpfaus Frederick, 
William Frederick. 
«' Wedneadajf night, 12 o'clock, Dee. 19, 1810. 

Right Honourable Spencer Perceval, &c/^ 

Answeb. 
<* Mr. Perceval has the honour of acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of a solemn protest, in the name 
of all the male branches of the Royal Family^ 
against the measures which his Majesty's confiden- 
tial servants have thought it to be their duty to 
communicate to his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, as intended to be proposed to the two 
Houses of Parliament, for the establishraeut of a 
restricted Regency, during the continuance of his 
Majesty's ever-to-be-lamented indisposition; and 
stating that their Royal Highnesses consider these 
i^easures as perfectly unconstitutional^ and con-* 
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trary to» ftnd subversive of, the principles whidi 
•eated his Majesty's Royal Faintly upon the tlarone 
of this Realm. 

*^ Mr. Perceval has felt it to be bis duty, to 
submit this communication without loss of time to 
his Majesty's servants ; and deeply as they lament, 
that the measure which ihey have thought them^ 
•elves bound to propose, should appear to their 
Royal Highnesses to deserve a character so direct- 
ly contrary to that which it has been their anxious 
endeavour sldould belong to it ; they must still, 
however, have the consolation of reflecting^ that 
the principles upon which they have acted obtained 
the express and concurrent support of the two 
Houses of Parliament, in the years 1788 and 1789 : 
that those Houses of Parliament had the high 
satisfacticb of receiving, by the command of his 
Mi^esty, after his Majesty's recovery, his earnest 
acknowledgments for the additional proofs they 
had given of their afl^^ctionate attachment to his 
person, and of their zealous concern for the honour 
and interests of his Crown, and the security and 
good government of his dominions ; and that the 
uninterrupted confidence that his Majesty was 
pleased to repose, for a long series of years, in the 
persons who proposed the measures, which were 
grounded on those principles, intitles his Majesty's 
servants, in their judgment, still further to con- 
clude, that those principal measures had the sanc- 
tion of his Royal approbation." 

Downing Street, Dec. 20, 1810. 
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke of Yotk,&c.8ce. 
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In addition to the sufferings of the Royal Family 
this year, a most daring attempt was made upon 
the life of his Royal Highness the Duke of Cam- 
berland, who was roused out of his sleep, in his 
apartment in St. James's Palace, by two violent 
blows and cuts on the head. He at first supposed 
It bat was beating round his head ; but, a third 
wound convinced him of the contrary. He then 
leaped out of bed, and on receiving two other 
blows, retired to a small room adjoining his cham^ 
ber ; but the assassin followed, and wounded him 
across the thighs. His Royal Highness being 
unable to find his alarm bells, called Neale, his 
valet in waiting, who hastened to his master's assis- 
tance, and alarmed the house. Soon afterwards 
the Duke went to the porter's room, and ordered 
Neale to waken Salis, a Piedmontese valet. No 
answer was returned to Neale's repeated calls, and 
the door of the bed-room having been forced open, 
Salis was found lifeless on the bed, with his throat 
cnt from ear to ear. His coat, which was folded 
up on a chair, was stained with blood; a pair of 
slippers, and the sheath of the sabre with which he 
had attacked his master, were found in a closet 
adjoining the Duke's chamber, and the blood left 
by his arm on one side of the narrow door, dis- 
covered the way by which he had escaped. It 
seems that the wretch having failed in his execra- 
ble design, had retired on the first alarm, and ter- 
minated his own existence. Fortunately, though 
the Di&e had received six different wounds, none 
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of them proved mortal ; but his Royal Highness 
was confined for some time. 

A committee from each house held a conference 
in the Painted Chamber^ July 14, 1811, when the 
committee from the House of Lords communicated 
the Resolution, for authorising the Lord Chancellor 
to put the great seal to a commission for opening 
the Parliament, agreed to by their lordships on the 
4th, to the Committee on the part of the Commons, 
at the same time desiring their concurrence with 
the same. The House of Lords having been in* 
formed the next day that the Commons had agreed 
to the resolution, and the Speaker, attended by a 
considerable number of the members, appearing at 
the bar, the Lord Chancellor read the speech^ 
which was to the following tendency : 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Acting by virtue of the authority given to us by 
his Majesty's commission under the Great Seal, 
and which has been n<>w read, amongst other 
things, to declare the causes of your present 
meeting, we have only at present to discharge 
our duty, by calling your attention to the aifiicting 
circumstances of his Majesty's indisposition, and 
to make provision for the case of his Majesty's 
sacred person, for the -maintenimce of the royal 
dignity, and for the exercise of the royal autho- 
rity during the continuance of this calamity, in such 
manner, and to such extent, as the exigent^ies of 
the case may require." 

The Regency bill became afterv^^ards the sub- 

vr *li 
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jtfct of . much debate, of which the following were 
the. printipal heads :««^ 

Ybe :?rinc0 of VSfales to exercise the Royal 
ButiiQi^i)iiy,m\>}ect to tiestrictions — Present appoint^-, 
ment to remiain vm%i\ the Regent* declare to the 
coiitT5^ry.-r^P<w* his Majesty's recovery and de- 
clarajbi9;a J^( rei^i^ne his authority, this act to cepse, 
add fto.^t ^on^^ndei" it afterwards to be valid. — 
AuyjJtCtSy orders^ appointments^ &c. previously 
made 'or ^ne- vnisr k to remain ^util counter^ 
inaa<)ed t^y his Maj^sty-^No act of the Regent to 
be valid unless: done in the, name of his Majesty^ 
and wcwdlngf to , the, provisions of the act,— ^ 
Regent to take oatlito adnainjster the law accord^ 
ing'tp the act.-— ]Regent ^o be. deemed a person 
^holding an office in trust, and to take the oathf 
and;Vi^ka the declaration relating to such persons 
.l7^fpii;e; t^e Privy Council. — Regent tp l[)e restrained 
froni, gi*anting pe^r^ges^or mmmonwy heirs-appa^ 
rentf0j^appoii}tifig to titles in abeytxnce until after 
a given /ijme-*-t-Regent to b^ rei$trained from grant- 
ing i9fBc«s^;in reversion, or for longer period tbaji 
4yrj^ pjiea^urei except those which are by law 
g;f^K\^^ for life, or during good bebaviodr ; ^^id 
!^^9Pi . WB'i'PP^ . '?! : jcbanqejlors^ ^ Jl't^iff^Sf ^^^tt 
Rqgftut^npt, \o be enappweredito give, the Royal 
asfi^ntto i(ny bill^ or. |bo, repeal any bill for varying 
1^1)6) prfiler.f^ndffoprse of succ^sipn to the crown — 
^egjcnt tp feside;in jthe United K^ingdom, and not 
to marry a papist— Care of his Majei^ty's person 
«^nd jppoinUnrat of ^ suitable part pi his hojuse — 
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lioUI to be vested in her Majesty.— Her Majesty 
to be ' assisted by a Council. -— Her Majesty's 
Council to appear some day in April next, and on 
the first day of every third month after/ and de- 
clare the state of Itis Majesty^s health ; a copy o<f 
^bich shall be transmitted to the President of the 
Privy Council, and published in the Londim €ra-» 
2ette.-*-Her Majesty's Council may exattiYn^ the 
physicians in attendance ^n oiath. — Her Majesty 
iind Council to notify his Majesty's recovery by in- 
strument sent to the Privy Council: the P^ivJ 
Council to assemble and enteir said insttuinent.--^ 
After such instrument his Majesty may, by si^ 
taianttal, require the Privy Couticil to assemble.*--tf 
his Majesty, by the advrce of such Privy Council, so 
aslsembled, shall signify his pleasure to t«i»iitti!e Ihe 
personal exercise of hrs roya^l authority, a proda- 
ination shall be issued accorditigly. — Sudi^ j^'rocla- 
ination, coui\tersig^ed by the said ot the 

said Privy Council, together vrith the other )^ro- 
"^ceedings, to be sent to the Lord-Mayory and the 
present act to cease.'— In tbe case of the death 
;of the Regent, or of her Majesty, or ^ the ¥e. 
somption by the King, parli^lnent if |>i^r6gu^ 
or adjourned, to meet and ^it,' or if diMolv^ the 
members of the late parliament to meet aiid irit 
• again.--- Parliament So taet tibt to sit longer than 
months. — I'n the case df the deathof Iter 
Majesty the care of his Majteity's ^rson to W 
vested in hei!* council'. ~- 

Mr. Percfeval had fc/rmed tlie Rejgfency ||iU on 
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the pUii which ha.d been udopted by his.pred^cessor^ 
llr. Pitt. The period of the Regent's restrictions 
was fixed for 12 months^ from trbe 6th of February^ 
qr uoUl six weeks after the meeting of parlianaent 
•^mfui amendment was moved, Igniting the restrict- 
ttons to six months, which was Jost. The D^iko 
of York was proposed us a ^t person to be one of 
her Bilajesty's Council, but this proposition was 
negatived. The progress of the bill was cheeked 
by the opposition made to some of its clauses, but 
tbei ministers beiqg suppoftpd by a, large majority, 
the hUU with some amendments, was passed, and 
differed but little from that which had been pro* 
posed in 1788. On the 27th the Prince of W^les 
toQk the sacrament in the Chapel Royal, previous 
U> his entering on the office of Regent, and on 
the 6th of February his Royal Highness took the 
0f^ths as Regent of the United Kingdom. On the 
13th the Regent not finding it convenient to be 
pr0S^nt persona.Ily in parliament, had authorised 
his l^oyal Highness the Diike of York and certain 
other pe^rs to open the parliament by comn^issi^on. 
At the first court which the Regent beld^ February 
the 14tht he received the addt^ss of the Corpora-* 
tion of J4ondon, and the Lprd-Mayor had the honour 
to kiss his l^oyal Higbness's hand. 

The Queen held her first coimcil under the Re- 
gency act on the IStH. Her Majesty intended tt> 
have o^bratad the Ring'fij birth-day, sit Windsor, 
and the Regent alio intejnded, on the 5th of June, 
nfletfithe review of all the voltinteer and regular 

8f2^ 
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troops in the neighbourhood of the metropolift, to 
have g^ven a magnificent gala ball and snpper at 
Carlton Uousei to the Queen, Princessen, and 
noblesse ;'and his Royal Highness ordered it to* be 
expre^»'s1y notified on the sieveral cards of invitAtion 
— ** that every person, of whatever rank- or »ex, is 
expected to appear on this- occasion dressed en- 
tirely in the manufactnres of the United KingdomB 
of these realms :^^ bat his Majesty, who wAs 
thought to have been in an improving stat^, hav-* 
ing experienced a fresh accession of his difiorder, 
his birth-day, which never before had beeb omitted 
to be celebrated as a grand court and national 
festival, was not kept this year. The4iouses of 
the tradesmen were in general illuminated, and the 
day was observied at Windsor by the Queen and 
Royal Family in a private manner. The grand 
gala at Cavlton House was also postponed. Two 
thousand quartf^ of creani had been ^nt there to be 
used on this occasion : it was deposited in atf icct 
house, and orders were issued for as much more. 
The quantity of pastry prepared was immense. 
The upliolsterers were daily employed in ndaking 
preparrrtipnji for thin fete in the liouse and garden. 
This loi\g-expected gala took place on the 18th. 
Upwardst of 2000 of the nobility and gentry af the 
country^ the foreign ambassadors, the French 
Princes and nobility, land Qther .distinguished 
ibreigner& w^re invitedi The -apartisi^nta meri 
decorated with &|)lendour perfectly new:. the fial^ee 
was a. scene of enchantment^ and every eleg9i4 



female, €lad- in the attire efher native country, added 

to the beanty of the asseniblage. The conservatory 

was one of the most distinguished objects in the 

i»pletidtd arrangement. The grand table expended 

the whole length of 200 feet. At th^ head of the 

table^ above tlve fountain, sat the Prince Regetii 

on a throne of crimson velvet, trimmed vi^ith 

gold, which commanded a view of .thejcompany. 

The most particular friends of the Prince were 

arranged 'On each side. At the back of the throne 

$kppeared aureola tables, covered with erimson 

drapery^ constructed to exhibit, with the gresitest 

effect,^ a profuiaon of the most exquisitely wrought 

•llvec^lt plate, consisting of fountains, tripods, 

e«^i^nes» dishes,' and other ornaments. Above 

the whole of this grand display appeared a royal 

crown, and his Majesty's cypher, G. R. splendidly 

illuminated ; for the Prince gave all the grandeur 

and honour of this brilliunt fete to . his Royal 

parent. The library and council-rooip.disfrfayeJl 

the- greatest taste: thei lattei? was appropriated te 

dancing, and the floors chalked in a iieautifiil styfer« 

When the whole company was seated there ' was 

a line of female beauty more richly « adorned, an4 

a blaze of jewellery^moi^e brillianty than inland 

ever displayed before. Dancing 4^ommeh€ed aboul 

12 o'clock. At three, supper was announced iby 

.the striking up of three bands of grand marital 

musics stationed in the gardens. Chairs, for 2000 

. were placed, but that number being insufficient, 

' freces^es were soon furnisbeJ, so that all; were am- 
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ply pfQvid^cI. There wecct iwesepi 14 ilftke*, 15 
diicbe08e«» ]^ marqnisei; 16 ni|pc)ij4ne89es,06 ^mtW* 
85 ooaotewesi (aniQng whom ww th^ icpUDteiif of 
Pdrby») 30 viscounts, 21 viscounteasM, 107 lordflt 
«n4 as mAny ladies of the SBme'rank, besides 
bMonSi coasts, admirals, generals,, aldenaent &c. 
The Duchess of York, (for the Princess of Wake 
was not present,) executed her arduous task oS 
mceivingp the company, and doing the h^mouni of 
tine fete, ii) such a manner as gave the highest 
satisfaction to the noble visitors. 

The hams, tongues, and viands of se\^ral .other 
descriptions, which had been prepared for this Gala^ 
as soon as the order lor its postponemept was 
known, were distributed amoi^'the workmen, jpc* 
of the house* The expencee were. upwards ^ 
fiO^CXKW. . , 

The splendid apartonrats which had: been fitted 
tip an this occasion, were, by permission of the 
Regent, opened for the .inspection of those who 
€0idd ofataitt tickets for that purpose. They were 
▼iewed by several thoosaods on the 24th *and &5th ; 
but on: the 96th, the xvawd was so immense, and 
they toushed in with such violence when the gate 
was opened, that severed females were seriously 
hurt; and very few of them could leave the place 
till furasshed wiib a freah supply of clothes. Seve- 
val wtimen were trodden under foot, and received 
considerable injury } and five or six men were so 
overcome, that they fainted, and were carried off. 
At hsAf i^ast 4 o'clock, his IRoyal Highness the 



Bilkd of* Clareiioe turned ft^ward, iand addressed 
the po^lace. Me told th^mi that' be was diBrshred 
fc^y iris R^yid br^hei"; tiiePriace Regent, to ^ay^ 
that liowever happy he would be to gratify th^ 
p^iMic^' from theunfortonate accidente t^al had 
oc^uit^^ he bad been ail vised to close llie g^ates^ 
dmrvd tbat be had ordered they sfaoold not>be again 
cipeMd. 'Flaekrds to tbe . sa^me; effect 't;>rete also 
placed mpon tbe gates^ a^nd on the pillarb iii front 
of the house; but the crowd,- aUthoiigb senstbiy 
^mlnishediVettiJaikiled until iiearduskv whiea< they 
tmpidly di^pebed. - ^^ K ,^ 

fEb^ m^kfet of <st^ay shoes^ in the .conrt^yard 
was sK]^ grea^, they filled a laffge tub, from whidk 
ithe shoeHete ladies' were ixkViiM to select their iodb 
piroperty. Many • ladies and gentlemea wene 
Obliged to walk away in their stockings alone. 
'" TboOgh hts Majesiy^s recovery was fondly anti^ 
dpated^yfet his health oootitmed in a most nn8ati»- 
factory state** Tbe papoxysms, which had assumedl 
a milder character, soon became niwe acute and 
viokht) and tbe glandular swellings in the throat, 
by which they w^ere accompanied, rendered it very 
paitifol and diffieult to convey the nourishment to 
ihte fitomach^; and^iven the administration of medi- 
cine was «Myt easily accomplished. . By theus^ of 
iopiates his Majesty obl^aiaed sleep, J(>u?t:appa^eiitly 
without refreshment. The QneenVi Attention to 
her afflicted consort .was ui»remitted. 

On accouat of the oalamitottsstate of hisMajdjrty, 
the Prvace Regent's birth-day was not publicly 
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celebfktetl. His Royal HighnaflSf Und all ike 
Royal . Dukes. Tisited het Majesty* and tfae Pria-* 
cesses at Frogmore> ^hen the day was kept en 
famiffn, as no visitors weife invited. The Dnkte 
of Northumberland endowed and opened, at Aln- 
wick, a seminary for 200 boys, the children of the 
neighbouring^ poor, to be clothed, fed# and educated 
at his Grace^s expence ; enacting, that the natal* 
day of the Prince Regent should be always ob* 
served as a holiday « 

A ball was given at Oatlands by th6 Ditchers 
of York, November the 13th, for the purpose of 
introducing the Princess Charlotte into com(>any. 
•The Prince Regent in going down a dance with 
his daugliter^ struck his right foot against tiie leg of 
achair^ which givitig it a twist, occasioned a sprain 
of the ancle. Little ioconvenienci^ 'was ptodnced 
by the accident till next morning, when Mr. Home 
was sent for, who discovered that two tendons of 
the foot were broken* His Royal Highness was 
confined about a mouth, at Oatlands. .. ' 

Oh the birth-day of the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales, January the 7th, 1812, the Pr&cc of 
Wales gave, a grand; dinner at Carlton House to 
the Queen, Princesses Augusta and 'Mary^ the 
Dukes of York, Ckrehpe, Kent, and Cumberland. 
At five the Queen and .Princesses left Carlton 
House for Windsor. W 

As his Majesty *8 disorder appeared almost hope- 
less, and the restricted regency was near its^xpi* 
ration^ a total change of ministers and measures 



l^toi^cnrer^ OQ. comii^ to the full aod unUfltited es;-[ 
^fim of the funqtioas Qf Boyalty^ sitated in ^ 
l^tt^r to the Duke o£ Yovk$ that he hfi4 no pre^ri 
lectiwis tft indulge^ jKy re^eijtpents tp; gjif^tif^i, a(B4 
npiol^jpqts.t^ altaiDu bpJt $ucb as w^e Cfmmo^^j^ 
t)]^ \efaqlie ^pire. .He expressed a. m^ ^nd0e4 
that some of those persoyi^ with \v.b<>tQ tlie,ear)}{^ 
ha^bitspf public l]fi$ had been form^, shfiald con- 
stitote a part, of the gosvemment, butt* on t^ f^f^ 
fuu^o^: J^o/HJU Gceyr^wJ Griwvillei tOic^aleft^e Iwitb 
member^ of ^ tjie existing adixiinistf;atH)ilh hif^ iHo3>!al 
Highn€;3t tliought prppier to retqiitjE^^^se; pejfspns 
with whopiitheir lor^^hips w^eimiwiUpg^ouiijjte^ y 
^Qn,the 29d theiPrince lUgent.d^clare^,. id,^ 
ni;»te.tP, JVIr. Pons^nby, th§ f^tenaible le^d^r of the 
<ii>.posj(af^ in the Hqusi^vof Commons^ that th« 
COvthpUc cl^in^s should iM>t, in future, be discussed 
by* his ministers; as an ordinary government que^« 
tion. The day before, the Frince Regent had 
a large party to dinner at Carlton House, among 
whom were the Princess Charlotte, the Ducbesii^ 
of York, and their female atta^idants ; their Bpyal 
Highnesses the Dukes of York and Cambridge ; 
Lords Moira, Erskine, and. Lauderdale ; Messrs* 
Adam, Sheridan, &c« The conversafiop soon 
turned on the late attempt to form an united ad- 
ministi^ation, and the, Prince having expressed 
sevejrajl timi^s his surpirise at th$ conduct of Lor^ 
^Grey and Grenville, Lord Lauderdale entered into 
a justification of bis fri^ds. The conversation 
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bMameM wann, tlMt Priaoes^CJiarlolIrr obsgrrHiSp 
h^ reyml <^tlier*s Agitatioii, drofped ber kead and 
buittt itito tears t Upan wbidk the Pfinee tiitiiiBg* 
roaad^ observed*^** You appear aervoas^wy dear — 
llhiok ywoL had better withdraw/* The femsd^ 
part of the company then withdrew^ and the 
noblemeii atkd geatlemen remained wiUi bia Bojal 
Highness till a late hour. 

The Prince Regent held his first levee, since the 
expiration of the restriettoos, March (he IStb. 
Lords GreHTilie and Qtey were presmty «and sey^- 
Ml other eBttitietit'ineBfiibe^s of the oppoi^ition. , 

The first Lflird of theT;reat;ury»^ Itfr. Perceval, 
hcM Ms si4»iation btit a sl^ort trme ; for, on the 
11th of May, as he was eiitepinig the lobby of the 
House of Commons, at a quarter past fiye o^cloek^ 
a person of the name of Bellingham, 'who liad 
j^laced himself at the side ef the door, fired a pistol 
at him f the bail of which 'entered his left breast. 
Iffn Perceval tittered a faint exclamati<(n, staggered 
ik few paees, md fell on bis fiice. He wa^ ifiraie- 
diateily taken up, and conveyed into the speaker*s 
i^rtments, 4>ut befwe he reached tbein the last 
signs of life bad departed ; for- the assassin bad 
tlBiken so sure an aim that hia victim was shot 
through the centre of the heart. < A seene of ia« 
e£%ible confusion and dismay ensued,- and at this 
hiomeut the murderer might probaMy ha^e escaped 
bndisco^ered, hut instead 6f Sfttemptin^ to k^ve 
this place he deliberately sat down, smd 'Virithout 
hesitation^ avowed the horrid deed which he luid 



p&tpAi^tBi. At the b)o6e of Ms. etamaivi^oni 
M^hen asked what he had to say, he replied <^ I 
wAdnt the ffict^ but lyisb to state se^m^hing in 
iny jiistfficffltien; 1 have bten deaiid the rfdte» 
af my g^rievtoee» ^ government* I am a-nlQirt: 
«rfoftMafe lAaiH and &^l here'' raising his band 
to hk breaftt^ ^^ stflioieilt justifioatioii for iirhat.I 
have done/' ' 

BeUinginrm.ww brought lo the bar of Hie Old 
SaSey; on the Ifith, when th^ ))lea of inDanitjf 
^ai» iugg^sted by faia counsdl, bat rejected (by hiai^ 
self. Iff fai9 defence, idlich occupied lile att€»)ti(6i 
<0t the eoart for opwurids of an hoar» he chie%f 
^Xp«ii9iti4 on Hw iH usage wbi(?h he ootmsrved lie 
iMd eXji«rieiifood ftom goverament^ and tfttempted 
t# fTOve th«t ifi» ai0sassin«tion of Mr. PereovoTwa^ 
4UI aet ^ juitroei When the jury retameda^ ver^ 
diM otf gfuilty, and deiftea^e of deal^ was pro^ 
ilouiicei(l, he appi^a^ed p^rfeidtly cakna^ collected ;p 
dtid lit hiir «!secu«ioti^ wh?ch took place on the 18th, 
he displayed an extrMvdinary degree of fifinnesa 
and self-pos»8S6iottr and refused to the very \pHt 
to ^kpress any contrition for hiis crime. Mr^ Fter-* 
oevmrs faneraft took place the Idtfe of May. TW 
Priiiee Reg^emt iient a mesMge to both' honasa of 
parliament^ reeewm^nding them to make sdme 
provision for Mr. PercevaVs numerous and afflicted^ 
fitmity^ and the sum of 50^000/. was voted for the 
ute of tlief ehildreni and 2,000{. per Imnum 'to the 
widowy to be paid, sifter her deeease^ to such male 
deseendtif^ of the Bight Honourable Spencer Per* 
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Mvaly as shall be at that time his heir, lor the tern 
of life. 

The principal changes ia the administratioii 
were. Lord Liverpool as prime minister; Lord 
Sidmouth as. secretary oi state for the home de-» 
fmrtmeiit ; the Earl of Harrowby, lord president 
of the council ; and Mr. Vansittarti chaneelkNT of 
the exchequer. 

On the 1st of October the Queen, aecompanaed 
l>y the Princess Charlotte of Wales, the Princesses 
Augusta and Mary, the Prince Begent and the 
Duke of Clarence, visited the New Theatre JRo.yal# 
Dirury Lane, which was just finished* Every suit*- 
able preparation was made for her M^esty's re* 
ception which could be effected consistently with 
the works still in progress. Crimson, carpeting 
was laid down from the foot pavement» w,here.hei^ 
Majesty alighted, over the whole of th^ statrcasee^^ 
rooms, corridors, and avenues, .through wjiicfa her 
Majesty passed* All the work people w^e placed 
ia the two galleries, and none but those who vtere 
necessarily in attendance on the Royal Family 
were allowed to appear in siiy other parts :of the. 
building. The interior of the theatre itself .was 
illuminated precisely as it was afterwards <m th^ 
nights of perfbrmajojce, and. day-light carefully 
excluded. 

The absence of the Princess of Wales from the 
fetes at Carlton House has been already hinted, 
and t\x6 public became at length apprised of a 
misunderstanding between their Royal Highnesses;. 



0n the 1^ of January, 1813^ a letter was seat 
by the Princess of Wales to the Prince Regents 
complaining of the restrictions laid upon her iii«^ 
tercQurse with her daughter, and the indirect im^ 
putation thus attached to her character. NoaiH$wer 
having been returned, her Royal Highness though 
prop^ to publish her letter in the newspapers, that 
an apparent acquiescence on her part might net 
^^iipose her to the suspicion of conscious guilt. 
The business was then laid before certain inembers 
bf the priVy council, and, after some days, they 
gave as their opinion, that, under all the existing 
circumstances " it is highly proper that the inter* 
|2oiirs6 between her Royal Highness the PrinceH 
of Walmand the Princeas; dharlottCj should cpn^ 
iinue to be . subject to r^ulation and restanaint/* 
Oti the ireception of this report her R., H. appealed 
to the House of CommoQs through the medium of 
tile Speaker, earoestly irequesting that the whole 
of hcsr oonduM since. hier arrival in England might 
undergo a fair and open trial before judges, known 
to the c<»n«titvi(ion. lu the course of this, delicate 
inyestigatioQ^ the document9 produced pipped that 
im examination had taken p^ace in 1$08, by.liis 
Majesty's commission, signed May the S8th, 
toiic^lifig the conduct of her Royal Highness. 
The result of those examinations was, that the 
aU^gatioBS of her Royal Highness's enemies wiere 
disproved ; and our readers may s^e by the pre* 
ceding pages that she wasi not only adnotted to 
eourtf but oi^casionally .visited by her Ms^esty^ 
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«ipecMdly #hen her mother, his Maj^y^s sistc^, 
tfrmed in London* The House of Comtiions* did 
not think propei^ to interfere in such a delicate 
bUMness, bttt the converiatioiis which took plao# 
dft the sdbj^ott were decidedly in favour of the 
• PfineeM. The indttpositkm of the Princess Char^ 
ktte, trhieh had commenced pretious to thefete 
At Carlton House, had so encreaeedi that her Royal 
Highness was obliged to defer her return to Wind-» 
ftor. The Princess of Wales wishing to Tkrh hei^ 
diraghter at Warwick House, applied to Lord 
Literpool ; who; in his answer^ stated tbd recorety 
of the Prinoe«s Charlotte, and that she w^ould be 
tble td visit thd Princess of Wales, at Rensing tim 
Pditce, on th^ 1]ih of February. On that mom-» 
ing, i^heti the Process of Wales was stepping inttf 
h^T ctttfiage, she receited information thattlM 
PHiicess Charlotte itas refused coming. ThnI 
d^Mppdintment seems to hare stimulate«| hit 
ti&fi& lli^lmttt's application to the Hoose^f C6nl^ 
ft6ti*. 

In the ftffeilbott df M«rch the Mh, as Ae ¥nn^ 
66m of WttlM #ai^ rcftAMittg in her carriitge dawn 
CdnsAituCion Hill, he^ Roy si Highness observed 
th6 Princess Charlotte in her carriage^ passing 
along PifccadiHy , towards Hyde Park. The Prin- 
cess of W&leii imttiediat^ty Ordered her eoaehman 
io ttkm ^bout, and the h^s'es ptoceedrng nearly 
at a gafiop, dtrertook th* Prin«e«si Cfaarlottef's cAr- 
f\h^e in Hyde Piric, «fejir the bridge. Tbeif 
Royia fitighnd^sei^, frodi iflie .wiiMiows^ of tiieit 



oMrUg^i^^ ftfieolsMalely embraced^ m^^ tontifiMd 
ini cambist eonv^rsiiition for abcnrt 10 minates. A 
non^vcierable namber df apjectatorft were very soon 
nMra^tM to thespot ; and when their Royal High** 
iiesibes geparated^ it w^» observed, that the Pria^^esft 
Gh^iiotteivas. in high spirits. ;. 

. In the nlbntk of April there were eongratalatory 
addre.Me8 te^ her Royal ^]ghne88 the Pi:iti(^s&ef 
Walesa frofn the cities of Ldodon, Westtnitister^ 
and Middliesex. The Jiivery of the City; of Lon* 
don Waited on her Royal Highness at Kensington 
Palace, and having delivered their address he# 
Royal Highness r^ad her answerv with great prd* 
priety, feeling, and dignity. Immediately after 
the Lord Mayer and Sheri£E^ had kissed her Royal 
Highniess's hand, the lirery pressed forward td 
enjoy the same bononr; the Princess of Wales ap« 
peared slightly, agitated, but instantan^^ously re4 
earering heraelf, she ^Kclaimed ^^ i beg gentlemen 
you will not hurry yourselvee-i-*»you will bai^e pl^ty 
of time." There Mere also addresses from tbe city 
of Bristol, the borough of Southwark, and froi4 
Boston signed by 400 ladies. 

On the ^3d of Sfarch the Daehess of Ri^iins^ 
wick, his Mi^esty's sister, and the Princes of 
Wales's mother, died. The Prinee Regent and 
the Qaeen being (iesirous that the wishes and 
feelings of the Doke of Brunswick, hereon, should 
be (onsttlted on the occasion, the geoftlemen be^ 
iMging to the Lord Chamh^rla^in and those wsb# 
liad the arrangemient of (he funeral, waited on bis 
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Serene Higbness at his readeace kt YauxhaH* 
His Highness signified his intention to be the chief 
mourner. As her Royal Highness if as .only a 
visitor in this country and had no royal Establish* 
ment» the funeral was of a private nature. The 
coffin was received in Brook Street^ and Ae prot 
cession reached Frogmore about eight at ni^t. 
At the porch of St. George's chapeU the body was 
taken out of the hearse, and placed upon a bier, 
which was carried by ten yeomen .of the guards^ 
The Duke of Brunswick had arrivcidat the Dean's 
in Windsor^ in the afternoon, and acted as chief 
mourner. The service was perlormed by die 
Dean. 

About the beginning of May her Majesty was 
very much indisposed, owing to an^ attack from a 
female domestic, who was seized with a vident fit 
of insanity. She was afjter some trouble secured 
and sent to a mad-house. In a few days her Ma^ 
jesty was quite recovered. 

On the 39th the Princess of Wales appeared in 
public, for the first time since hear triunlpbant.ac* 
quittal at the Opera House, and her behaviour 
displayed considerable dignitey, feeling,. and de- 
licacy. 

About four o'clock, Jiine the. 23d, the: Prifi^ess 
of Wales,- attended by. lady Gleribervie* her 
mistress of the robes,, left Kensington ^ Palace in 
her carriage and pair. Her Royal EOighness pror 
needed through linigbtsbridg^, atnd junt^as the 
loarriage g^i- to Hyde J?ark Corner, ike Princes$ 

J8 



aiTEHN CHARLOTTE. 425 

Charlotte passe4 ^^ her carriage, and proceeded 
along Rotten Ro^, to take an airing. Neither of 
the carriages stopped, but each passed on. Oh the 
arrival of the Princess at York Honse a (iarpet 
was laid on the steps and entrance to the house 
for her Royal Highness^ The Duchess of York, 
attended by Lady Ann Gulling Smith, the lady of 
the bedchamber, her pages and livery servants, 
in half dress, conducted the Princess to her draw- 
ing-rootn. In a short time after the Duchess of 
York sent a letter to the Princess Charlotte, which 
her Royal Highness found on^ her return to War* 
Vfick House, from taking her airing, a little before 
five o'clock. The Princess Charlotte returned a 
written answer to the letter. The Royal person- 
ages saluted each other at parting, and about six 
o'clock the Princess of Wales returned to Ken- 
sington Palace to dinner. ' 

On the 80th the Prince Regent gave a grand 
ball and supper at Carlton House. There were 
near a thousand persons present, and the dresses 
were of the most magnificent and costly sort. As 
it was the wish of the Prince to entertain his guests 
with as much ease and comfort as possible, the 
plan was adopted of laying the supper in tents for 
a considerable number, as a cool retreat from the 
beat of the ball-room and state apartments; and 
this object would have been completely answered, 
provided the weather had proved favourable. 
There was besides a covered promenade, extending 
the whole length of the palace^ decorated with 
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every Tsriety of shrabs and flowers of the most 
ornamental description, brought from the rojai 
gardens, of Kew, Rensington, and Hampton 
Court: the whole brilliantly illuminated with 
variegated lamps ; but the torrents of raiu which 
fell in the course of the day, and which penetrated 
in various places, compelled the company to forego 
the pleasure of enjoying the promenade, whic^, 
from the nuknber of superbly dressed ladies must 
otherwise have produced a delightful efiect* The 
tents, together with the apparatus for the oovered 
promenade, were chiefly ordnance stores, brought 
from Woolwich and the Tower*. The Queen and 
Princesses Elizabeth, Mary, and Sophia of Glou- 
cester, arrived at half past nine o^clock in Aeir 
chairs. They were received vrith military honours 
by the guard, the band playing ** God save the 
King/' They were ushered in by two pages of 
the presence, in full uniform, with wax lights j 
the hall and other rooms, througtf which they 
passed, were lined with forty of the yeomen of 
the guard, together with the livery servants in 
their state liveries. 

The company assembled in different rooms till 
at^out eleven o'clock, when one of the pages com 
ducted them to the state-rooai, where the Prince 
Regent, the Queen, and the rest of the Royal 
Family were assembled. The Prince soon after 
attended the Queen to the ball-room, followed by 
the Princesses Elizabeth and Mary, conducted by 
the Duke of Cambridge ; Princess Charlotte by 



QU£EN CHARLOTTE. 42? 

Ijie Doke of York; and the Duchess of York and 
Prii^e$s Sophia of Gloucester, by the Duke of 
fLent. The Queen took her seat at the upper end 
q{ the rooixi» in a superb arm chair^ attended by 
the lady in waitingi &c. The Prince of Orange 
followed soon after. The first dance was led off 
by tfa^ Prince$$i Mary and th^ Marquis Cornwallis, 
fqllQwed by the Princess Charlotte and Lord James 
Murray^ The Duke of Brunswick arrived while 
thiS' dance was going down, and after hftving paid 
Mn respects to the Quee9, the Prince^ and the 
rest of jtbe Royal Family, he mixed with the cbpi^ 
pany^ Altbough the Princess Elizabeth did not 
join in the dance, she appeared to enjoy the amuse*- 
meDt extremely ; and j^ker usiial vivacity of disiposi- 
tion WM very conspicuous. When supper was 
annoimced the Roya) Family descended by a stair^ 
cftse to the conservatory-: supper was laid for 
about 60^ . After i»upper dancing was resumed. 
Her Majesty and the Princesses left Carlton House 
*aboat half past five o'clock for the Queen's Palace. 
It was six before all the company had left the 
eplendid sc^oe. 

At this time the Duke of Susse:^ experienced a 
severe paralytic affection, at Kensington Palace, 
and the Duke of Clarence was also seriously indis- 
posed ai Bushy. 

The Princess Charlotte of Wales's birth-d^y 

was celebrated with great splendour in 1814* The 

festivities at Bel voir Castle continued for three 

days. The Duke o£ Rutland received the PriAce 
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A short time preyioip« to the armal of the Itm«* 
peror of Ruma.wd King of Pruaaia, when it.w%i 
expected that the levees and drawing-rooip^ would 
be particolarly splendid, and it was imtural that 
the Princess of Wal^s would wish to be. p^seot at 
then^ her Royal Highness received a letter from 
the Queen, in which her Majesty stated tha^ sb$ 
had received a communication from her son» the 
Prince Regent, in which he declared tliat he con? 
Stdered bis presence at his owo court indispensable^ 
and desired it might be distinctly understood, /or 
TeosoM of which he ofone could bejudge^ to. be Un 
fixed ejid unalterable determioation uqOl to mceit 
the Princess of Wales, upon apy occasion, eithet 
in public M private. The Queen added^ that she 
was thus placed under the painful necessity of 
intimating to the Princess of Wales the unpostt-* 
bility of her Majesty's receiving her Royal High^ 
ness at her drawing-room. To this letter the 
Princess of Wales replied by recalling to .the re* 
collection of her Majesty, the affectionate regard 
with which the King had honoured her; at the 
same time bestowing upon her the most gratifying 
and unequivocal proofs of his Majesty*& attach** 
ment and approbation, by his public reception 
of ber at bis court, at a season of severe and un* 
merited affliction, when his protection was most 
necessary to her. She was now without an appeal, 
but she could not so &r forget her duty to the 
King and to herself, as to surrender her right to 
appear at any public drawing-room to be held bj 
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her Majesty : yet, that she might not add to the 
dKfficulty and uneasiness of hier Majesty's situation, 
afae yielded in the present instance to the m^W c^ 
his Hoyid Hig*hness the Prince Regent. ^ It 
svmild appear presun^ptnons. in me," she continned, 
^' te enquire of your Majesty the reasons of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent for this harsh 
inroceeding, of which his Royal Highiie$s alone 
can be the judge. I am unconscious of offence; 
and in that reflection I niust endeavour to iind 
eonsdatiofi for all Ihfe mortifications I experi- 
ence, even for ihis, the last, the most unexpected 
add severe I'-^the prohibition given to ttie alone to 
appear before your Majesty, to offer my congra«- 
tulati6i»3 upon the happy termination of those 
calamities with which Europe has been so long 
afflicted, in the presence of the^ ilhistrious per- 
sonals who willy in all probability, be assembled 
at your Maje^y's court, witli which I am so closely 
connected by birth and marriage/' Her Royal 
Highness concluded the letter by beseeching her 
Majesty to acquaint the illustrious strangers with 
the reasons which alone induced her to abstain from 
the exercise of her right to Appear before her 
Majesty; and by ah intimation' that she herself 
would make public thto cause of her absence from 
cottit. 

Two days after this letter was sent to the Queen 
Che Princess of Wales wrote to the Prince Regent, 
but receiving no ' answer, her Royal Highness, 
^bo\it a week afterwardi^, addresded a letter to tb^. 
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Speaker of the Hoase of Coaimons to the follow^ 
ing purport : that his Royal Highness the Priooa 
Begent had been advised to take steps, for prerent^ 
ing' her appearance at conrt ; and to state his m* 
alterable determination never to meet the Princess, 
either in public or private. The proceedings of 
1807 and of 1813 her Royal Highness considered 
to be in the perfect recollection of the H(Mise» ss 
urell as the ample vindication of her condnct to 
iBvhich those proceedings led» It was utterly 
impossible for her Royal Highness to conceal 
ivhat was the intention of the advice given to the 
Prince Regent, or the probability of other objects, 
pregnant with danger to the future succession of 
the throne and to the domestic peace and tran« 
quillity of the realm. Whatever might be her own 
feelings, a sense of what was due to her daughter 
and to the interests of the country, induced her to 
communicate what had passed to the House of 
Commons. Her Royal Highness, therefore, en- 
closed copies of the communication between her 
Majesty and herself. 

A motion was made by Mr. Methuen to address 
the Prince Regent, praying that he would be gra* 
ciously pleased to acquaint the House by whose 
advice he had been induced to form the unalterable 
resolution of never meeting her Royal Higfhness 
the Princess of Wales, either in public or private. 
This motion however was withdrawn, to be after* 
wards brought forward in case her Royal High- 
ness was still excluded from the drawing-roonip 
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But ;i;r)»ieA tlj^ $utij^qV>va9 again introduced in the 
Xtoase of Cprnmons the nece^ity of increasing the 
Cistahlishment of her Royal Highness was much 
inwe insisted upon than the iiyiistice under which 
she stiU bboured^ 

The Princess Charlotte of Wales had taken the 
part of her mother in this dispute, and wi^s there-» 
fore not on good terms. with the Queen* In conse* 
quence of this she was kept umch more retired 
and private than her rank and age gave her a right 
to expect she should be. Those who were ap«- 
pointed to superintend and direct her education 
were very often changed. From these and other 
causes her situation was by itp means agreeable, to 
her. It was intended at this time tha^t the PrinciBSS 
should man*yy and the person fixed upon w^ the 
young Prince of Orange, who was recommended 
by having been long in England, and therefore 
well acquainted with the government and manners 
of the people — by having received his education at 
an English university, and by the connection be-* 
tvi'een his family and that of the reigning family 
of Great Britain. 

The Queen, in her correspondence with the 
Princess of Wales, was, at times, remarkably 
la<;onip, and always held out that she acted by the 
de9ir.e of the Prince Regent The task undertaken 
by her Majesty was one of doubtful policy, and 
painful character. If imposed upcm her there wqs 
a total want of £lial fsolicitnde, and if volunteered 
a want of tenderness for the sex and Kituation of 
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her daughter. When the Frimess of Wales re« 
quested her Majesty to make known the cause of 
her Royal Highnesses absence from her Majesty^ti 
court to the illustrious personages who were ex- 
pected to be assembled there, the answer was 

^' The Queen considers it incumbent upon her 
to send a copy of the Princess of Wales's letter to 
the Prince Regent ; and her Majesty could have 
felt no hesitation in communicating to the illustri- 
ous strangers who may possibly be present at her 
court, the circumstances which will prevent the 
Princess of Wales frotn appearing there, if her 
R<rfal Highness had not rendered a compliance 
with her wish toi;his effect unnecessary, by inti^. 
mating her intention of making ptlblic the cause> 
of her absence,'* 

The Princess of Wales observed, that such com- 
munication could not be the less necessary on 
account of any publicity which it might be in 
the power of her Royal Highness to give to her 
motives, and the Princess of Wales, therefore, 
entreated the active good offices of her Majesty. 
The Princess received the following note^ dated 
Windsor Castle, May the 27th, 1814, 

** The Queen cannot omit to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of t)^. Princess of Wales's note qf yestttday^ 
although it does not appear to her Majesty to re- 
quire any other reply than that convey«d to her 
Royal Highness's preceding letter. 

" Charlotte R;* 
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On tke 2d of Jane her Majesty held a drawing-** ^ 
room at Bdckinghsgn House, The company were 
conducted into the saloon from the grand hall and 
stair-case previous to the opening of the drawings* ' 
room. . The drawing-room adjoined the saloon, the 
windows looking into the Queen's garden : it was 
about thirty feet square/ and was entirely new fur* 
nished, and ornamented on the occasion* A new 
state chair was designed and executed by one of 
the first upholsterers, which measured above six 
feet high at the back: the seat appeared to be 
a}>out two feet high. The whole was richly canred 
and gilt in burnished gold, and finished in crimson 
velvet. The legs were lions' claws, and the tops 
lions* heads, riohly gilt. On the top of the back 
were two cherubs over 6. C. R. supporting the 
crown, encircled with rich foliage and flowers. 
'There was a footstool to correspond with it. Her 
Majesty occasionally sat in or leaned against the 
front of the chair, to rest from the fatigues of th^ 
day, which were excessive from the numbei^ of 
hours it engaged her attention, and the heat fronii 
the crowded state of the rooms. There werie pre-« . 
sent the Princess Charlotte, Princesses Angustd 
and Mary, Dukes of York, Kent, Sussex, Gam^ 
bridge, and Gloucester, the Princess Sophia of 
Gloucester, the Prince of Orange, the Prince of 
Wirtembuj'g, the Prince and Duchess of Olden- 
burg, the Princess Yajchowski, the cabinet mini- 
sters, the tw<> archbishops, law officers, &c. &e. 
The Princess Elizabeth was absent in consequence 

3X2 
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of indisposition. Two days before the Qiteen^s 
drawings-room Sir H. Halfbrd, and «11 the ^ysU 
^ians attending the King-, were called in, and the 
Qaeen and the other Princesses declined^ iti eonse- 
quenee their visit to the Eton ]$f dntem. In 
the afternoon they also gfave lip their journey 16 
liondon. Her Royal Hig^hness continued in a dan- 
gerous state till four o'clock the liext tnorning*, 
when her disorder took n favourable turn, and she 
wns declared out of danger. 

On ihe 8th the allied s6vereignls, flie Emperor 
Alexander, and the filing of Prussia, with tfteW 
relatives and niimeroas suites, entered London.--* 
At a quarter past eight o'clock heir Majesty, the 
Princesses Augoista and Mary, arrived at [Buck- 
ingham House from Windsor. At nine her Ma- 
jesty held a private court for the purpose of 
receiving one of the principal gentlemen of the 
Emperor of Bussia's court, to announce to the 
Queen the arrival of the Emperor. 

At half past five o'clock the approach of thte 
Emperor to the Palace was announced. He W^s 
introduced to the Queen by the Earl of Mbrtoi), 
her chamberlain. Her Majesty was pleased to 
express her high gratification iat receiving the 
]g)mperor at her Palace, and the Emperor in reply 
expressed his high sense of the fiatterii^^ mliimer 
in which he bad been received in Engkttd. Her 
Majesty was accompanied by the Priheei»es 
Augusta and Mary, the Duchess 6f York, Priiicess 
Charlotte, tfae Dukes of York, Kent, Sussex, tod 



Catiibi^Higby and attended by aftiU cowt At seven 
the Qaeen'^ court closed. After whidb ^fer Ma- 
jesty and tbe Princesses went to Carlton House 
to meet a l^oyal party to dinner, coasisting of the 
Emperor of Russia, the Grand Duchess of Olden^- 
burg, the King of Prussia, his two sons,, two 
brothers, nephew, cousin, the Plrince Radzivilie^ 
the Prince Royal of Wirtemburg, Prince Royal 
, of Bavaria, the Prince of Orange, the Prince of 
Oldenburg, the Duke and Duchess of York, tbe 
Dukes of Kent and Cambridge, Princess Cfaaiv 
iotte. Prince Charles of Mecklenburg, and the 
JPrincess Sophia of Gloucester. The front pf 
Carlton House was brilliantly illuminated. 

The Prince Regent held a Court at Carlton 
House, which was attended by the illustrious 
sovereigns, the Royal Dukes, Cabinet Ministers, 
Ste. At Jialf past two the King of Prussia and 
fttmily arrived in state. At a quarter past three 
the Emperor of Russia arrived in state. He was 
liietat the door of Carlton House by the Prince 
Regent. His Rpyal Highness coi:ducted the Em-- 
^eror to his closet, where they held a conference 
iblr some time, and were dressed in robes of the 
Garter. A procession was then formed from tht 
closet to the^ chapter room. 

The Prince Regent took his seat on the throne, 
baving on his « right a chair of state, in which his 
Imperial Majesty was placed, and a vacant chair 
dn his left for the King of Prussia. A statute was 
ihen read 'dectini|^ the King a knight of the order. 
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and being introduced, he was invested with the 
insignia of the order.^ Another statute was then 
wad, electing the Emperor of Austria a member 
of the Garter; and to which succeeded a third 
statute, conferring the same honour on Earl Liver- 
pool and Viscount Castlereagh. Their lordshipd 
were then sevetally introduced, and received the 
honour of knighthood, and were afterwards in- 
vested with the usual ceremonies. Immediately 
after the conclusion of the chapter, his Royal High* 
ness the Prince Regent received the congratu* 
latory address from the corporation of the City of 
London on the restoration of peace* 

On the 10th the lUustripus Visitors, the Prince 
Regent, the Queen, the Princesses, and the Royal 
Dukes attended Ascot Races^ where each met with 
his share of British congratulation. The Prince 
Regent retired from the ground, accompanied by 
her Majesty, in the carriage of the latter, ami4$ti 
the congratulations qf the c<Mupany. Dinner waa 
providedrfer 100 persons at Frogmore, for the Royal 
Family aujj .the distinguished personages, and 
their suites* The august party first visited th^ 
Castle, and viewed the pictures and other curio- 
sities. A grand National Jubilee was also given^ 
by the Prince Regent in his three parks. 

The Allied Sovereigns visited the theatres, 
Chelsea, and Greenwich Hospitals, and a gran4 
City Festival. At seven o'clock dinner was an- 
nouncedy and the Royal and illustrious con^ny. 
pjDissed from the drawing-rooq;)S into the H^llj jjt 
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pirocession, to tb^ sound of music, the bund playing 
•* Oh the'RoaBt Beef of Old iEngland^' The Royal 
table was a semi-circle, and was most sumptuous in 
its display of gold plate. 

The Emperor of Russia having been extremely 
defighted with a performance of Sacred Music at 
Carlton House, June the 19th, it being the 6rst 
Bnglish concert he had heard, the Prince Regent 
gave another grand concert on the 21st, and in* 
vited a splendid party to meet her Majesty. The 
Qneen ^and Princesses came soon after nine, and 
entered by the garden from St. James*^ Palace. 
The King and Princes of Prussia came about ten. 
The Emperor and the Grand Duchess did not come 
tilt about eleven, and the Grand Duchess stayed 
but a very short time, merely while she took her 
final farewell of the Queen, the branches of the 
Royal Family, and other distinguished characters. 
The Emperor remained till after the Queen and 
Princesses left. The concert was upon a grand 
scale, and very judiciously arranged. The allied 
Sovereigns left England for France at the close of 
June. 

The Princess of Wales departed in the ' Jason 
frigate for the continent, August the 9th. After 
she had left Worthing, Capt. King appeared on 
the beach, got into a small boat, and about half* 
way between the shore and the Jason was met by 
his own barge, which proceeded to Lancing for the 
Princess : her female domestics were taken on board 
fronk Worthing, Her Royal Highness and her suite 
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were conveyed to the barge ia a imall poney-carty 
driven by her own coachman. AUthecarriagee 
and horsemen which had been found <m the beach 
at Worthing^ and as many pedestrians a^ couU^ 
followed her Royal Highness to Worthing. When 
on board the barge she kissed her hands to the 
females, who waved their haiidkerehflrfs. The 
farewell was a silent one, seemingly as if it were 
feared that shouts might be misconstrued. She 
arrived at Milan on the 9th of October. In the 
evening her Royal Highness went to the greak 
theatre ]>ella Scala, accompanied by several p»- 
sons of distinction. 

Though the young Prince of Orange did not 
seem very acceptable to the Princess Charlotte, 
yet, as mutual attachment is seldom deemed a re-- 
quisite in Roj^al marriages, it was imagined that 
the match would take place. The real objections 
of the young Princess to her inl;ended husband 
were never satisfactorily explained. She certainty 
expressed a strong unwillingness to leave the coon- 
try, especially at a time when her motiier required 
her countenance and consolation. This objection 
seemed to have been removed by a promise that 
her absence should not be permanent, but only for 
a short time, and that she should never be asked to 
go to Holland ^gain. In this the Princess appeared 
iirst to acquiesce, and the marriage settlements 
were nearly drawn up. Suddenly, however, her 
Royal Highness is said to have expressed doubts 
as to the security tendered her, that she should not 
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^WoUig&d to reside ton^er in HoIlaiid^l^B dsa 

^VMhedi «tid to . hjAte demanded tliat a clhUM 

-^•tfld be inserted in the marriage contract^ pM- 

•iiUyitihg ber : erer quitting the kingdom^ on any 

.suM!Ount, br for any time> however short. < To thfe 

the Prihoe of OraUge coiild not consent, as he w» 

Uready Mgaged la the Dutch to take the PrineeSls 

amdnl^ th%m f^r a sliort time. Such was the re^- 

'{]k)tted' 'oecasion of 'the match being broken- off, 

^ttd* the ^natural eonse^nence was; ihht the Frtn^ 

eiess'; and'het* Royal 'Fatheir were not disposed" M) 

lo6k \)n' iAch othev^ ' so afiectidnotely as they did 

-before. Tt^e Queen- wa^i also displeased with' tl£e 

punctilious *€dfidiictdf' her Royal (rrand-daughtef, 

iftttd tfi^ Regent 'thd*ig)it proper to remove ttte 

^n^lpal person*' in hiafdttughter*s hotiz^libld, and 

%til^t^ote 'others! The l^rihcess Gharletlft seized 

HKtt opportunity of ^tiHtirtg Warwick Hoflse'^ih^ii 

priyiite manner, bat wan^lAduced to tdtCirfll *th% 

next ^y/and Waesimittedioftdy i-emoVed toCtnltolk 

Htrase. Her unde, thie'Dlike of Butise^, in the 

House of Lords, put several questions to the Eatl 

of Liverpool, respecting the dommuilication which 

^the -Prtncess^ Charlotte was permitted to keep ttp 

with her friends -since her^ removal from Warwick 

<H6use. The -Earl of Liverpool refused fo ami^we^ 

•those c^uestionst andtheDrfke o^ SusSe!)e consequently 

gave notice* of a reguhr andfonttd hiotfon on the 

subjects which he was' afterwards induced' to with* 

draw. •'•'.••' ••• - 

^ The Prince Regent ^re a' superb fete to Field- 
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Bianhal tlie Doke of Wdlmgt^ on Jvlj the Skip 
At Carlton Honte, Besidet the principal brlmchei 
of the Rojal Family, there were present the Fo» 
reign AmbaMadors, the Alinisters, the great Officeni 
of State, a great number of fbreigners of raiik, 
and a nameroiw aaaemblage of the nobility. The 
Queen and Princeaaes Auguata and Mary arriyed 
in their chairs exactly at ten o'clock. They were 
risceived at the library by the Duke of Kent, and 
the Regent hastened immediately to attend his 
Boyal guests. About half an hour aftw ihey ea- 
leced tlie polygon room, the Qoeen leaning on the 
Prince Rcgent*aright arm. The Queen and Prince 
were followed by the Duke of Kent and Princ/pss 
Augusta, the Duke of Cambridge and Princess 
Mary, the Princess Sophia of GliHicester, aiid iffe 
Duke and Duchess of York. The dancing then 
eommenced, and a little before two o*clock the 
company retired .to supper. After supper, dancing 
re«conmienced. The Queen and Princesses with- 
drew about half-past four: the rest of ^ companir 
remained till about six. 

The Queen having signified her intention of vi- 
siting Briglrton, arrangements of the most splendid 
nature were made. The Prince Regent, attended 
by. Colonel B{oomfield, arrivcid at the Pavilion,.. 
October the 924« About two o'clock on the 24tb, 
4he 7th Hus»irs were draw|i up ii^ a line near the 
J^^ion, cmnman^ed by Colonel Vivian; they 
wei<'1r<Miiled by the 3d regiment of buff infaptry, 
with^ their foil bands cighly ^ caparisoned. About 



rA(B ])mke of Kient. Arrived in Mp trarellkig' 
OMdl end foiir^ attended by his retinae. He wa$ 
Allowed j^ her Meje^ty-s and tha Princesses* ait 
teada&<9 and dressers. At a quarter before fouv 
ili0 flourish of trampets annoqnced the arrital of 
her Majesty and the Princesses Mary, Eli^s^eth^ 
and Aogitstltt* A royal salute was commanded^ an4 
Hie band struck up ^ God sav^ the King." Her 
Majesty and Royal Daughters approached Ui^ 
grates in a travelling carriage and four^ escorted by 
ti detaOTinent of.HiUssars, The Roy^l Yisitors 
W&te received by the Prince Regent, and conducted 
to the grand hall, followed by several distinguished 
diaratters. A sumptuous dinner was prepared at 
seven o'clock, and the company, consisting of about 
fifteeui sat down. When the dinner ^as over, a 
imrd party was lAade up, mad the Royal Guests 
were entertained unti( twelve o'clock at night* 
i The next moming the Prince JEUgent accompa* 
nied the Queen, and Prince^sses through the town of 
Brighton, e:Kpl«ining to them every establishmentt 
this being the fiirst:time the Royal Females ha^ 
honoured die town with their presence. They 
md^ itt carriages till they came to the Steytie, 
where they alighted, and walked for a considerable 
time, fallowed by an immense concourse of people* 
After gratifying the whole of the numerous spec-^ 
tators, the Royal Visitors repaired through the 
garden to the Pavilion. The Queen was dressed 
IB a purple pdiisse and an Oldenburg bonnet. The 
Princesses were pk^in^ but el^ant# 
3K2 
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On the lltb of April, 1&1S, the OieedAwMm 
dnx^thg^-room at Buckingham House, which Mug 
the only oM that had occurred for ten nonths'be^^ 
tbre, cadged a ooqsiderahle t|ci>tle. The Fkmieeti 
Charlotte! of Wales arrtired «aitjr; aad dreaiikl in 
the palace f6t the drawing-rooitf. The^ Queen aW 
iel^d the drawing^rbom abotitrtWo o'chiek, a<fcM»^ 
pamed by the Princesses Augusta and l^nsatbeth; 
with their seteral suites. The presehtatioos wen 
▼ery numerous. ' ? 

His Royal Highness the Buk^ of CoSiberiand 
(Prince Ernest) Was married on the S9th of May 
to lF"redeHea, Princess Salm,di^oghter of the Ikika 
of Meckltobiirg-'Strelitz, atid trid6w of Priw6e 
Louis of Prussia, and the Prhica of Salm. Tim 
ftforriage was by no means agreeable to the Qaete^ 
who refused to admit the Doobess to eour|» dud 
a spirited correspondence wail -the result. ^£he 
Duke and Duch^s of Cambedand w0re re«4narried 
at Carlton Hoiise on the tSMft' of Septenriberj »>0a 
a message from the Prince B^geat^ the H^iiae tf 
t^ommoiis glinted ah additvmU aHowailce of 0060£ 
to the Duk^ cf Cumberland; 
* ThePrince'Regent halving helda court at Ctadiaa 
House, July the Mb, the corporaitioii of tiie city 
ofi London "pt^sented anaddress of c6iigrat<datiaiioil 
the $ignal victory atWaterlbo, wfcierein ^itainiipatt^ 
whp 'had ohexpectedly returned to Franca from 
felba with one thoosaiid men, ^il^ defei^ted and pot 
to flight. Haiving surrendered hhobolf 'tip tp the 
English, he wae^ hf order of ib^ 9iMMCe RsgOi)!^ 



«i9tttrAS.« c»pti:VQ to the ijsland of §t Hdena. Thit 
l^f^Mp^yov, &c..Wjere,ffJTOCJPflsly received, and 
Imd jbbe honour of kissii^ hi$ Royal Highn^$s'jg 
baud* : 

. .Tie 18th of January, 1816, was appointed fQr 
» gimeral thai^sgiviiiig, .and At ten o'clock ia th<( 
iuanung 0l. grand fall-dreds parade of the goaird^ 
Aofri^plafio in St. James's Park, for the piirpose 0f 
depositidg the two oagles, taken at Wlbterloo, in 
Whitehall chapel. The Duke of York, .(now 
restored to * the office of commander-in-chief, by 
jthePiince Regent), the Dukes of Kent aQd Qloc^ 
Oi8tef , and aii immense assemblage of military 
officers, ladies, and gentlemen were present- . The 
aa^les were placed in the centre of; a guai:d of 
honour, composed of grenadiers, a^d marched oipP 
to the chapel^ where they were deposited with due 
hoaours. , 

X . Eiurly this jear arrangam^ts were made fpr th^ 
jttarrifl^ of the Princess Charlotte of NYales to a 
{Nrmee of the house of SaxerCobourg, a captain in 
Ibe.Austriiin. service, and about twenty-six years 
of age. . The Royal Nuptials took place May the 
2d, and excited universal interest. ' 

X The altar for the celebration of the ceremony 
was. placed near, one of the firerplaoes in the crimson 
•tate-raom. When every thing was ready, the 
laaid CSMNOftberlain gave notice to Prince Leopolds 
who took his station in front of the altar, to which 
tlia Princess Charlotte was 4hen led by the Duke of 
Clunsnce-. The Prince Regent took his place by 
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tliesideoftbelllufitriousP^ir. OdtbaothdritddDf 
tb6 aJtar was the Queehf for whota a ehair of state 
was placed. Od her right hAndwete the Prmcesaas 
jiugusta, Elizabeth* and Mary, the Duchess of 
York, and Princess Sophia of Gloucester. On the 
left of the altar stood the Dukes of York, Clarence^ 
•fid Kent : the Ddkes of Cumbei^nd^ Susvex, md 
Qlemcester were not present. The ceretAony wes 
performed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, asi* 
•isted by the Bisliopol London. 

As soon as the ceremony was eenckided, the 
fjrmcess Charlotte embraced her Royal IVitbey, 
an«l went up to the Queen, whose Iwnd. she. kissed 
with respectful affection. Each of the Princesses 
lier Royal Highness kissed, and then shook hands 
with her Illustrious Uncles^ 

The Queen had ordered of Mr^ Barker, her oon^ 
fectioner, a great number of wedding-cakes^ to he 
distributed, on the day of the Royal nuptials, to 
about five hundred persons in Windsor, fVogmore, 
and Kew. The wedding-dotbes, and most of the 
jewds which the Princess Charlotte of Walear wore 
on this occasion, were presents from her Royal 
Grandmother. 

The appointment of Prince Leopold jts a general 
in the British army was soon aft^wards aanouncefl 
in the Gazette. The Royal party spenta few dayjr 
at Oatlands, but Ciareidont (which is about seYen* 
teen miles from London, and about the^ same ^dis- 
tance from Windsor), became their chief residence. 
Claremont is a noble houscr with a park of aboul 
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lhf«e bimdred and fifty acres^ well wooded, l^be 
jNTice: of this estate was 66fi00l. The Pdaca 
Hagent received a congratulatory address w the 
marriage of bis daughter from the House of 
Commons;, and a copy of the Treaty of Marriage 
having beenJaid before Parliament, the Royal piair 
were gfranted jointly, while livings 60,000/. per 
aaiium, 10,000/. of which went to her Hoyai 
Highness, independent of her husband'i^ controul. 
A grapd entertainment was given at Carltoa 
Homne in July« The strict etiquette was observed 
of inviting npne who had not been at court ; and 
the number on this occasion amounted to aboox 
aeiien hundreds Her Majesty,' Princesses Augnsta^ 
Elizabeth^ and Mary^ left the Queen's pala^reat ten 
o*clock, in sedan chairs. The Prince Regent was» 
in readmess at the grand entrance to receive them^ 
The Duke of Gloucester came directly after. The 
Duke ai)d Duebess of York came in state. ., The 
Duke of Kent entered by the private entrance 
from ihe park^ as did Prinee Leopold, who wa^ 
4epriyed of the company of his Royal consort^ 
through indisposition. Soon after eleven the Royal 
Family left the closet, conducted by the great 
officers of state, the Queen leaning on the arm of 
the Regent, and the other branches of the Royal 
^Family followed according to their age and rank. 
They proceeded to the rotunda, and immediately 
on their entrance the Prince Regent's band ^struck 
up bis Hoyal Highnesses favourite march. The 
band also played Princess Mary's favpurite walte 
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daring the time thd ntiinerotts aMemblag^ were 
paying their respects to the Queen, who sM in tor 
state «hair, accompanied by the Regent, n^bo w» 
in close attendance on his Royal Mother aU night. 
The company attended strictly to the desire of the 
Regent, by appearing in British mannfaetnref. 
The floor was tastefully chalked for dancing, 
which commenced at a quarter before twelve, and 
consisted chiefly of waltzes and cotillions. The 
company sat down to supper at half-past one, and 
continued about an hour, when dancing was re- 
sumed in the Rotunda. The Queen and Princesses 
did not remain long after supper. 

On the 23d the Princess Mary was tnarried to 
the Duke of Gloucester. After the ceremony, the 
Royal Family, including the bride and bridegroom, 
retired to the Queen^s prirate apartments for soilie 
time ; and the Queen and family, except the bride- 
groom, returned to the saloon ahd the dtawing- 
room, and received the congratulations of the dis- 
tinguished throng. The Royal pair afterwrn^ds 
went to Bagshot, and on the 6th of August gav^ 
an entertainment to the inhabitants in the vicinity. 
The cloth was laid for about one thousand persons, 
on the lawn near th6 mansion. An excellent dinner 
trovered a temporary taible, built for the occasion, 
consisting of roast beef, plum pudding, and fine 
old ale. The assemblage included both young and 
old, and the healths of the Royal coil pie were 
drank with enthusiasm. The entertainment was 
kept up till a late hour. 



At th]3 tilde Mr. Thomas Gray^ of'SaokvUliii 
Street, Piccadiny, sold his concern to Messrs. De« 
lafons and Sons, without giving proper notice of his' 
intention to the workmen, who were depending oit 
the house. The shopmen were to remain as usual;* 
but only three staid with Mr. Gray's successors;, 
and were soon after discharged. Many of th^ 
workmen, who had large families, were conse-l 
quently reduced to a state of miserable penury. 
The Oueen expressed her indigndtion at Mr. 
Gray's conduct to Mr. Shepherd, Ivho fead been in' 
the habit of attending Windsor Castle, to receiv-e 
orders from the Royal Family ; and her Majesty 
was pleased to grant her warrant to Mes$rs. Shep- 
herd and Sheppard, who commenced business for 
thenlselves in Frith Street, Soho Square. The 
Princess Charlotte of Cobourg patronised Mr. Kit- 
chen, in Dover Street, who had been in Mr. Gray's 
service. . ■ 

A sudden and alarming illness prevented the 
Queen from holding a drawing-room on the 23d. 
of April, 1817. On the preceding night she awoke. • 
with pains, and called tip her attendants, but aftet: 
sonoie time began to consider herself better Be- 
tween five and six o'clock, however, her Majesty 
got worse, and desired the Princesses Augusta and 
Elizabeth to be called: their attendants also, of 
course, rose, and there was an aiarnn in the palace 
that the Queen was very ill. A footman was xlis- 
patched with air speed to Sir Henry Halford-s 
hous^, inCurzon Street, May Fair, and Sir Henry 

3l 
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WM widi tlie Queen by hsK-part six, and remained 
in the palaee for some tinie. The indisposition ef 
her Majesty was communiGaited to the Prince 
Beg^nty and the other branches of the Royal ¥\i^ 
milyt and notices of the postponement of the 
drawing-room were sent in all directions. The 
following also appeared in a Supplement to the 
Londm Gazette of April the 32d :~ 

'' Lord €hamh6rl0i$Cs O^, AptUiSd. 
^< The Queen having iieen indisposed in. thie 
nightt her Mfijesty is unable to receive the com- 
pany at the drawing-room this, day/* 

From this sudden indisposition her Majesty ve- 
coveredy and was able^ on the ^ of July, to visit 
Spode and Copeland's porcelain> Staffordshire, 
and extensive glass warehouses, in Portugal Street^ 
Liiocoln's Inn Fields* The Queen, accompanied 
by the Princess Elizabeth, went in a private 
manner, in the Countess Dowager of Cardigan's 
carriage, attended by her ladyship. The Royal 
party were received by Mr. Copeland and Mr. 
Astbury, his nephew, strictly in private, and were 
conducted over the different departments. The 
newly-invented china, called stone china, by Mr. 
8pode> was exhibited to the Queen. It resembles 
India china so closely, that it is with great diffi- 
culty the difference can be discovered. Her Ma« 
jesty bought a service for herself, and a variety of 
articles for presents. The Royal party remained 
upwards of an honr inspecting thd spacious premises, 
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and expressed themselves highly gratified. As they 
had no royal carriage^ and as, at the Qqecb'^t ex«- 
press command^ no preparation was made for her 
reception, they retired unobserved. . ■ 

Her Majesty was still visited' by spasms^ which 
rendered every fresh attack more alarming ; and^ 
by the advice of the pbysicians, she went to Bath 
for a few months. While in Bath, for the last 
time^ she minntely inspected every part of the in-* 
stitution forme<) at Bailbrook Lodge, of which her 
]!ifajesty was the immediate patroness^ and not 
only contributed very largely towards its support, 
but expressed great anxiety for its future welfare* 
"Vhis establishment offers a de»rable residence to 
ladies df respectable character, whose birth places 
them in the rank of gentlewomen ; and the plan is 
so arranged s^s to suit the circumstances of those 
whose income is very moderate. The society live 
together as one family, but none are admitted who 
are averse to a retired life, or unwilling to lend 
their aid in promoting works of charity and bene* 
volence. It is principally intended for the recep* 
tion of the widows and daughters of clergymen, 
and of officers in the army and navy, and is en- 
tirely under the auspices of ladies of the highest 
rank. The Queen Very much regretted that there 
were not more establishments of thi^ same kind in 
England. • 

At half-past two in the morning of November 
the 6th, the Princess Charlotte, who had been 
delivered at nine in the evening of a still-born male 
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child, expired at Chirem<xit, to the great sorrow, 
not only of J^rince Leopdd, but of the public io 
general. The Prince remained disconsolate for so,dm 
time, often vie wing'aminiature picture of his beloved 
wife. The Qdeen left. Bath immediately on te- 
i!eiving the melancholy .intelligence, and arrived 
in Windsor on the 8th. The Duke and Puehess 
of Gloucester afrived at Carlton Houses from 
Weymouth, on the lOtb, and the feelings of the 
Duchess were no overpowered upon seeing the 
Prince Regent, that the effect of her sensibility, 
added to the fatigues of her journey, rendered it 
expedient for her Royal Highness to take repose: 
an Apartment at Carlton House was immediately 
prepared, and her Royal Highness was prevailed 
upon to retire to rest. The Prince Regent re-* 
paired to Windsor, to pay her Majesty and the 
Princesses a visit of condolence. The funeral of 
the Princess Charlotte and her infant son took 
place on the 18th. The Qiieen and (lie Princesses 
kept themselves closely confined to their chambers 
during the day. 

The absence of her .Majesty from Claremont 
Lodge at the timel of the Princess Charlotte's ac- 
couchement became the subject of much censure 
amon^ the lower orders ; but they should have re- 
collected^ that if serious indisposition had not 
confined her Majesty at Bath, her then advanced 
age of life rendered her incapable of rendering any 
assistance, and consequently lier presence would 
have been exceedingly inconvenient; add to whichf 
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the Princess Charlotte never espressed a ^ish to 
see her Bayal Grandmother. . Tliere.is no doubt 
hut tliat hec>R&yai Highnesi^ would have preferred 
hkr ow:s motiiep on this occasion! The Que^n 
.wa;s e:)fiFCeedingly a&cted» particularly on account 
of. the misunderstandings vi^hicb had unhappily 
subsisted between her and . het Boyal , Qrrnid- 
daughter ; and the spasms, M:ith whiqh jfier .Mar 
jesty had be^A afiOlict^y now became, qn ^very 
attack, more and more e:i;:cruaiating. 
^ On the 7th of April, 18J8^ the Princess Eliza- 
beth, the.Qneea^s favourite dai^hter, ari4 w^^ ^^^ 
particularly attached to . the Princess Qhf^ii^Jtte, 
was married to the Prince of Hesse Homb^rg;* 
The acquaiiJslence of the .Royal, bjride an^ bride-' 
groom conlmQnced two ye^rs before, since, whiph 
a correspondence had . contipiied betwe^ tiiem- 
The saloon in the Queen's palace was the pljftce ap- 
pointed for thesqlemnizatio^of the manriag^. Gai^lp 
af invitation had been issued to the Foreign Ambas* 
sadprs and li^inisters, and their. ladies,, the l^rd 
Chancellor, the Cabinet Ministers and their ladies^ 
the Depnty Earl Marshal of England, the great 
Officers of State, and the Household^ the KingX 
the .Queen's, these of the Windsor establishment^ 
the suites of the Royal Bukes and Duchesses, th^ 
Lord .Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench, 
and other difitinguished characters. The Duke of 
York appeared, tpgive her away, the Prince Regei\t 
being abi^ent throqgh an attack, of the gout. The 
Queen, whose temporary recovery enabled her 
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Majesty to "be present on this momeatotts ocicasioD^ 
took her station in a chair of state on the left of 
the altar. The different branches of tb^ Royal 
Family took their stations according to their rank^ 
A provision of weddtng-cakes, which had been in 
preparation for several weeks^ ivere distributed » 
The Prince Reg'ent's cottage at Windsor was fitted 
ifp for the reception of the Royal cbnple. 

The Duke of Clarence also inteHided to inarry^ 
but as Parliament would not grant the establish* 
inent required, bntonb similar to the Dbke of Cum- 
berland's, the marriage did not take pla6e» 

On the 29th her Majesty honour^ with her pre- 
sence a meeting of the National School ^Society at 
the Mafnsion House ; but the reception which her 
Majesty met with irom the populace, who followed 
her through the city with groans and hisses, so 
flurried her spirits, being different from that to 
which she had been always accustomed, that it 
brought on afresh the spasmodic affections. From 
this the Queen gradually recoverred, and hopes were 
entertained that the disorder might be overcome. 
However, at an entertuiniment given by the Duke 
and Dtiche'ss of York, in June, her Majesty had 
a relapse; and from that period was unable to 
walk. At Buckingham itouse she ^^perienced 
another attack on the 7th of July, and another on 
the 18th.' By the advice of her physicians her 
Majesty was to have been removed to Windsor, 
but not being sufficiently recovered to bear the 
journey, she stoppefl at Hew Palace* The Queen 
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wasdesirods of being und^r the sane ra'df inrldhi her 
Hoy at Consort ;. aBil thtoiighottt h^r tedioua illfjesft 
tshe indulged the hope of being able to leave Kew^ 
which, oii ftccoimt of itaiiiarshysitiiatioiii9,wasi¥er|r 
unfavourable ;to ^her Majesty's compIiaiQt. The 
medical attendants word Sir Francis Millakai»i| 
M. D. Sir Henry Halford, M^D. Mr. BmhdJ^^ 
apothecary, Arlington Street, and Mr,- Keate^ 
surgeon. Dr. B^illie was on one occasipn called 
H), but no alteration, in her treatment, took place* 
In Septf&mber her Majesty was . dangerously ill r 
from this time till November the bulletins some^* 
times stated that her Majesty had a restless, night, 
but more generally that she had been refreshed by 
a few liours sleep, (for opiates were cohtinoally 
admi«istered) ; but they invariably concludcjd with 
•^** there was no abatement of. her complatxit.'* 
It is remarkable that no prayer for tlie Queen was 
effered up in. the churches, though that for the 
King (already mentioned) still continued to be 
read ; and it is also remarkable that her Majesty 
had no spiritual consolation : Ih}| even in the most 
agonizing moments the Queen indulged the delu« 
jsive hope that her dissolution was still distant. 

About the 2d of November her Majesty was ap^ 
prized of her danger for the first time, by a com* 
munication made by order of the Regent^ and in 
as delicate a manner as possible. The Queen- waa 
considerably shocked at the intimation, and inter- 
rogated her physicians on the subj ect« On the 1 6th 
the bulletin stated : — ' 
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<^ The Qaera's. disease has, not abated. Her 
Majesty has had some good sleep in the night." 

No extraordinary apprehensions were then en- 
tertained, either by hdr attendants or her physicians. 
Indeed so little was any importanii ehange ex- 
pected, that at six o'clock in the afternoon Sir H. 
Halford's carriage was ordered to convey hiln oti 
' his usual visit to the King and Princess Sophia, at 
WindscNT, and the first messenger from Carlton 
House was returned without a report. The car- 
riage of Sir Henry, however, had scarcely drawn 
up at the door of the palace, when her Majesty 
Vianifested such an increase of restlessness, that 
he was induced to delay his departace ; and, even- 
tually, in about three quarters of an hour, the 
carriage was ordered back, and the journey post- 
poned. At half-past seven the second raessengei^ 
from Carlton House, who was still waiting at the 
palace, was dispatched with letters from the Prin- 
cess Augusta and, the physicians to the Prince 
Regent. Between nine and ten o'clock his Royal 
Highness, accompanied by the Duke of York, 
arrived at the palace, and had an immediate inter- 
view with the physicians. After their conference, 
his Royal Highness accompanied the Princesses 
to the chamber of her Majesty, and remained there 
a considerable time. All the worst symptoms of 
her Majesty 's' disorder now developed themselves, 
in succession, and as the most serious apprehensions 
were entertained, the Regent determined to spend 
4jie night at Kew. 
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At half-past nine o'clock the next morning the 
following bulletin — the first that had ever assumed 
any thing like a decided tone — was issued : — 

" Kew Palace, Nov. 17. 
" The Queen's state last night was of great and 
imminent danger. Her Majesty continues very ill 
this morning. 

(Signed) « F. Millman. 

^' a Halford." 

' The groom had not left the palace with the bul- 
letin more than three-quarters of an hour when her 
Majesty became so much worse, that a second 
messenger was dispatched to Carlton House, to 
request the immediate attendance of fai& Royal 
Highness. Other messengers were sent to the 
Duchess of York, at Oatlands, the Duke of Sussex^ 
at Tunbridge Wells, and the Princesses, at Wind- 
sor Castle. A mortification, which had taken place 
in her Majesty's right heel, now threatened im- 
mediate dissolution: her respiration was laboriously 
performed^ and the tension on the side was painful 
almost to suffocation. On the arrival of the Prince 
Regent and the Duke of York, Sir H. Halford 
had an audience of their Royal Highnesses in the 
drawing-room: the Princess Augusta and the 
Duchess of Gloucester were also present. When 
Sir Henry announced that there was no longer any 
hope of their August Parent surviving the pa- 
roxysm, they immediately hastened to attend her 
last moments : for more than half an hour they 

3m 
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remained surrounding the bed, in a state ol antious 
suspense-^the Queen lying before them totally in* 
sensible ; and she had for some time breathed her 
last before the Princesses, absorbed in grief, had 
ceased supporting her. Sir Henry Halford at 
length announced that all was over— and they were 
led from the chamber by their Royal l)rotliers. 
_-The Queen died at twenty minutes past one 
o'clock, November the 17th, having survived her 
Koyal Grand-daughter only a few days above a 
year! It has been said that the Archbishofi of 
Canterbury administered the sacrament to her on 
the morning of her death. It is true his Grace 
wius sent for by the same messenger that was dis* 
patched to the Prince Regent; but his Grace was 
not at Lambeth, and some time elapsed before it was 
ascertained that he was attending some meeting in 
Great George Street, on die .business of building 
the new churches. When found, his Grace had 
no carriage in waiting ; he Was therefore compelled 
to send for a chaise, by which he reached Kew 
about half an hour after the demkie of the Royal 
sufferer. 

At three o'clock the following notification was 
issued at Carlton House, written on paper with 
wide black edges ;-— 

*^ Carlton House, Nov. 17. 
" Her Majesty expired at one o'clock this day, 
without a pain/' 

. Shortly after, the following letter^^ cfent by Jjord 
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